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| Nuns, I. Tersbav, March 20, 1750. 


Cur tamen bcc li beat * decurrere campo, 

Per quem magnus equos Auruncæ flexit alumnus, 

Si vacat, et placidi rationem admittitis, edam, ſev. 
Why to expatiate in this beaten field, | 
Why arms, oft us'd in vain, I mean to wield , 

If time permit, and candour will attend, 


Some ſatisfaction this eſſay may lend. ELyxixnsToN, 


1 \ HE difficulty of the firſt addreſs on any 
new occaſion, is felt by every man in his 


tranſactions with the worid, and confeued 


by the ſettled and regular forms of ſalutation which 
neceſſity has introduced into all languages. judg- 
ment was wearied with the perplexity of being feces 
upen choice, where there was no motive to pre- 
ference; ard it was found convenient that ſome 

_ eaſy method of introduction ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 
which, if it wanted the allurement of novelty, might 
enjoy the ſecurity of preſcription. 


PernaP few authors have preſented 8 
before the public, without wiſhing that ſuch cere- 


monial modes of entrance had been anciently eſta- 
bliſhed, as might have freed them from thoſe dangers 
u hich the deſire of pleaſing is certain to produce, 
and precluded the vain expedients of ſoftening cen- 
ſure by apologies, or rouſing attention by abr aptneſs. 


* Mr, Errnixsrox, to whom the author of theſe Papers 
is indebted for many elegant tranſlations of the mottos _ 
which are inſerted from the Edinburgh edition, now keeps 
an academy for young — at WO, near Kenn- 
ſington. | ; 
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2 The RAM BL ER. Non. 

Tus epic writers have found the proemial part 
of the poem ſuch an addition to their undertaking, 
that they have almoſt unanimouſly adopted the firit 
lines of Homer, and the reader needs only be 
informed of the ſubject to know in what manner 


the poem will begin, 


Bur this ſolemn repetition is hitherto the peculiar 
diſtinction of heroic poetry; it has never been le- 
gally extended to the lower orders of literature, but 
_ ſeems to be conſidered as an hereditary privilege, to 
be enjoyed only by thoſe who claim it from their 
alliance to the genius of Homer. | 


Tux rules which the injudicious uſe of this pre- 
rogathye ſuggeſted to Horace, may indeed be applied 
to the direction of candidates for inferior fame; it 
may be proper for all to remember, that they ought 
not to raiſe expectation which it is not in their pow- 

er to ſatisfy, and that it is more pleaſing toſee ſmoke 
: — into flame, than flame ſinking into 


This precept has been long received both from 


regard to the authority of Horace and its confor- 


mity to the general opinion of the world, yet there 
have been always ſome, that thought it no deviati- 
on from modeſty to recommend their own labours, 
and imagined themſelves entitled by indiſputable 
merit to an exemption from general reſtraints, and 
to elevations not allowed in common life. They, 
perhaps, believed that when, like Thucydides, they 
| * to mankind xInua i; an, an eftate fur 
eder, it was an additional favour to inform them of 
J 


Ix may, indeed, be no leſs dangerous to claim, on | 
certain occaſions, too little than too much. There 


is ſomething captivating in ſpirit and intrepidity, to x 


which we often yicld, as to a reſiſtleſs power; nor 


Pd 


who too apparently di himſelf. 


 PLuTancu, in his enumeration of the various oc- 


| caſions, on which a man may without juſt offence 


proclaim his own excellencies, has omitted the caſe 


of an author entering the world; unleſs it may be 
comprehended under his general poſition, that a man 


may lawfull iſe himſelf for thoſe qualities which 
g LS bs from his on mand ; as 
when he is among ſtrangers, and can have no op- 
portunity of an actual exertion of his powers. That 
the caſe of an author is parallel will ſcarcely be grant- 


cannot be 


ed, becauſe he neceſſarily diſcovers the degree of his 


merit to his judges, when he appears at his trial. 
But it ſhould be remembered, that unleſs his judges 


are inclined to favour him, they will hardly be p 
ſuaded to hear the cauſe. yy | we 


8 In love, the ſtate which fills the heart with a de- 


gree of ſolicitude next that of an author, it has 
been held a maxim, that ſucceſs is moſt eafily ob- 
_ tained by indirect and unperceived approaches; he 
who too ſoon profeſſes himſelf a lover, raiſes ob- 
ſtacles to his own wiſhes, and thoſe whom diſap- 


pointments have taught experience, endeavour to 
conceal their paſhon till they believe their miſtreſs 


wiſhes for the diſcovery. The ſame method, if it | 
were practicable to writers, would fave many com- 
plaints of the ſeverity of the age, and the caprices 


of criticiſm. If a man could glide imperceptibly 


into the favour of the publick, and only proclaim 

his pretenſions to literary honours when he is ſure 
of not being rejected, he might commence author 
with better hopes, as his failings might eſcape con- 


tempt, though he ſhall never attain much regard. | 


Bur fince the world ſuppoſes every man that 
writes ambitious of applauſe, as ſome ladies have 
taught themſelves to believe that every man 1 
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4 The RAMBLER Not. 


love, who expreſſes civility, the miſcarriage of any 
endeavour in learning raiſes an unbounded con- 
tempt, indulged by moſt minds without ſcruple, as 


an honeſt triumph over unjuſt claims, and exorbi- 
tant expectations. The artifices of thoſe who put 
themſelves in this hazardous ſtate, have therefore 
been multiplied in proportion to their fear as well. 
as their ambition ; and are to be looked upon with 
more indulgence, as they are incited at once by the 
two great movers of the human mind, the defire of 
good, and the fear of evil. For who can wonder 
that, allured on one fide, and frightned on the 
other, ſome ſhould endeavour to gain favour by brib- 
ing the judge with an appearance of reſpect which 
they do not feel, to excite compaſſion by confeſling 


weakneſs of which they are not convinced, and others 


to attract regard by a ſhew of openneſs ard mag- 

nanimity, by a daring profeſſion of their own de- 
| ſerts, and a publick challenge of honours and re- 
-_ 5 e 


Tux oſtentatious and haughty diſplay of them- 

ſelves has been the uſual refuge of diurnal writers, 
in vindication of whoſe practice it may be ſaid, that 
what it wants in prudence 1s ſupplied by ſincerity, 
and who at leaſt may plead. that if their boaſts de- 
ceive any into the peruſal of their performances, 


they defraud them of but little time. 


. Quid enim] Concurritur--- hore 
Momento cita mors wenit, aut victoria lata, 


The battle joins, and, in a moment's flight, 
Death, or a joyful conqueſt, ends the fight. 
ee e V FxAx cis. 


The queſtion concerning the merit of the day is ſoon 
decided, and we are not condemned to toil thro' 


half a folio, to be convinced that the writer has 


broke his promiſe. | 
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Ir is one among many reaſons for which I pur- 
poſe to endeavour the entertainment of my country- 
men by a ſhort eſſay on Tueſday and Saturday, that 


I hope not much to tire thoſe whom I ſhall not hap- 


pen to pleaſe ; and if I am not commended for the 


beauty of my works, to be at leaſt pardoned for their 


brevity. But whether my expectations are moſt fix- 
ed on pardon or praiſe, I think it not neceſiary to 


_ diſcover ; for having accurately w-ighed the reaſons 


O 


for arrogance and ſubmiſſion, 1 find them fo nearly 
_ equiponderant, that my impatience to try the event 


of my firſt performance will not ſuffer me to attend 


any longer the trepidations of the balance. 


Tura are, indeed, many conven'encies almoſt 


| peculiar to this method of publication, which may 
naturally flatter the author, whether he be confident. 
or timorous, The man to whom the extent of his 
knowledge, or the ſprightlineſs of his imagination, 
has, in his own opinion, already ſecured the praiſes 
of the world, willingly takes that way of diſplay- 
ing his abilities which will ſooneſt give him an 
opportunity of hearing the voice of fame; ic 
| heightens his alacrity to think in how many places 


he ſhall hear what he is now writing, read with ec- 
ſtaſies to morrow. He will often pleaſe himſelf with 
with reflecting, that the author of a large treatiſe 


| muſt proceed with anxiety, leſt, before the comple- 


tion of his work, the attention af the publick may 


have changed its object; but that he who is confined 
to no ſingle topick, may follow the national taſte . 
through all its variations, and catch the Aura po- 
pularis, the gale of favour, from what point ſoever 
it ſhall blow. ae aw wt coi wot 


Non is the proſpect leſs likely to eaſe the doubts 
of the cautious, and the terrours of the fearful, 
for to ſuch the ſhortneſs of every ſingle paper is 
2 powerful encouragement. He that queſtions his 
abilities to arrange the diſſimilar parts of an exten- 
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6 The RAM B L E R. No r. 
ſive plan, or ſears to be loſt in a complicated ſyſtem, 
may yet hope to adjuſt a few pages without perple- 


his memory, he finds his collection too ſmall for a 


eſſay. He that would fear to lay out too much time 
upon an experiment of which he knows not the event, 
perſuades himſelf that a few days will ſhew him what 


—ͤ9DDU—ẽ—z4;.ꝝ ʒ — — —ää—ä4 - a ——<_ — mY 


paper will produce, rectify his opinions. If he 
ſhould with too little premeditation encumber him- 
ſelf by an unweildly ſubject, he can quit it with- 


| cout confefling his ignorance, and paſs to other to- 
1 picks leſs dangerous, or more tractable. And if 
de finds, with all his induſtry, and all his artifices, 


that he cannot deſerve regard, or cannot attain it, 
he may let the deſign fall at onee, and, without 


= Nous. 2. SaTVRDAY, March 24, 1750. 


Stare loco neſtit, pereunt weſtigia mille 
Ante fugam, abſentemgue ferit gravis ungula campum. 
1 impatient courſer pants in ev' ry vein 5 


| And pawing ſeems to beat the diſtant plain ; 
Hills, vales, and floods, appear already croſt, 


+ And, er he ſtarts, a thouſand iepsareloſt, Por. 


| 
| T” HAT the mind of man is never ſatisfied with 
= the objects immediately before it, but is always 


breaking away from the preſent moment, and loſing 
[| itſelf in ſchemes of future felicity ; and that we for- 


get the proper uſe of the time now in our power, to 


| | provide for the enjoyment of that which, perhaps, 
$ | BH 8 may 


xity; and if, when he turns over the repoſitories of | 


volume, he may yet have enough to furniſh. out an 


he is to expect from his learning and his genius. If 
he thinks his own judgment not ſufficiently enlight- 
ned, he may, by attending the remarks which every 


injury to others or himſelf, retire to anguſements of 
_ greater pleaſure, or to ſtudies of better proſpect. 
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der 
ſearch, or wider ſurvey, than others, and detected 
faults and follies, which eſcape vülgar obſervation. 
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may never be granted us, has been frequently re- 
marked; and as this practice is a commodious ſubject 


of rai:lery to the gay, and of declamation to the ſe- 
rious, it has been ridiculed with all the pleaſantry of 
wit, and exaggerated with all the amplifications of 


_ rhetoric. Every inftance, by which its abſurdity might 
appear moſt flagrant, has been ſtudiouſly colleted ; 


it has been marked with every epithet of contempt, 
and all the tropes and figures have been called forth 
agua i. 3 : 


 Censvse is willingly indulged, becauſe it always 


_ implies ſome ſuperiority; men pleaſe themſelves 


with imagining that they have made a dee 


And the pleaſure of wantoning in common topicks 


is ſo tempting to a writer, that he cannot eaſily re- 
ſign it; a train of ſentiments generally received en- 
ables him to ſhine without labour, and to conquer 
without a conteſt, It is ſo eaſy to laugh at the 
_ folly of him who lives only in idea, refuſes imme- 
_ diate eaſe for diſtant pleaſures, and, inſtead of en- 
joying the bleſſings of life, lets life glide away in 
_ Preparations to enjoy them. It affords ſuch oppor- 


tunities of triumphant exultation, to exemplify the 
uncertainty of the human ſtate, to rouſe mortals from 


their dream, and inform them of the ſilent celerity 
of time, that we may believe authors willing rather 
to tranſmit than examine ſo advantageous a princi- 


O 


ple, and more inclined to purſue a track ſo ſmooth 
” and ſo flowery, than attentively to conſider whether 
. it leads to truth. x, 5 5 3 


Tuis quality of looking forward into futurity 
ſeems the unavoidable condition of a being. whoſe 
motions are gradual, and whoſe life is progreſſive: 
as his powers are limited, he muſt uſe means for the 
attainment of his ends, and intend firſt what he per- 
forms laſt; as, by continual advances from his firſt 


"RE ſtage 
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2 The RAM BLE Nez. 
ſtage of exiſtence, he is perpetually varying the 
horizon of his proſpects, he muſt always diſcover 


new motives of action, new excitements of fear, 


and allurements of deſire. 


Tur end therefore which at preſent calls ſorth 
our efforts will be found, when it is once gained, 


to be only one of the means to ſome remoter end. 
The natural flights of the human mind are not from 
pleaſure to pleaſure, but from hope to hope. 


He that directs his ſteps to a certain point, muſt 


frequently turn his eyes to that place which he 
ſtrives to reach; he that undergoes the fatigue of 
labour, muſt folace his wearineſs with the contem- 
plation of its reward. In agriculture, one of the 
moſt {imple and neceſſary employments, no man 
turns vp the ground but becauſe he thinks of the 
harveſt, that harveſt which blights may intercept, 
which inundations may ſweep away, or which death 
or calamity may hinder him from reaping. _ | 


Vr as few maxims are widely received or long 
retained but for ſcme conformity with truth — 
niture, it muſt be confeſſed, that this caution againſt 
keeping our view too intent upon remote advanta- 
ges is not without its propriety or uſefulneſs, though 
it may have been recited with too much levity, 


or enforced with too little diſtinction: for, not to 
ſpeak of that vehemence of defire which preſſes 
through right and wrong to its gratification, cr that 
anxious inquietude which is juſtly chargeable with 


_ diſtruſt of heaven, ſubjefts too ſolemn for my pre- 
ſent purpoſe ; it frequently happens that, by in- 
dulging early the raptures of tucceſs, we forget 


the meaſures neceſſary to ſecure it, and ſuffer the 


imagination to riot in the fruition of ſome poſ- 
ſible good, till the time of obtaining it has ſlipped 


Trermn 
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FP THERE would however be few enterpriſes o“ great 
labour or hazard undertaken, if we had not the 
power of magnifying the advantages which we per- 
ſuade ourſelves to expect from them. When the 
knight of La Mancha gravely recounts to his com- 
panion the adventures by which he is to fignalize 
himſelf in ſuch a manner that he ſhall be fummon- 
ed to the ſupport of empires, ſolicited to accept the 
| heireſs of the crown which he has preſerved, have 
honours and riches to ſcatter about him, and an 
ifſland to beſtow on his worthy ſquire, very few 
readers, amidſt their mirth or pity, can deny that 
they have admitted viſions of the ſame kind; 
though they have not, perhaps, expected events 
equally ſtrange, or by means equally —＋ 
When we pity him, we reflect on our own diſap- 
pointments; and when we laugh, our hearts inform 
2 us that he is not more ridiculous than ourſelves, ex- 
| cept that he tells what we have only thought. 


Tux underſtanding of a man, naturally ſanguine, 
may, indeed, be eaſily vitiated by the luxurious in- 
dulgence of hope, however neceſſary to the pro- 

| duction of every thing great or excellent, as ſome _ 

N 33 are deſtroyed by too open expoſure to that 

fun w_ gives life and beauty to the vegetable 
world. a 8 a 


PzrnHaes no claſs of the human ſpecies requires 
more to be cautioned againſt this anticipation of 
happineſs, than thoſe that aſpire to the name of au- 
thors. A man of lively fancy no ſooner finds a 

hint moving in his mind, than he makes momenta- 

4 neous excurſions to the preſs, and to the world, and, 

| with a little encouragement from flattery, puſhes 

forward into future ages, and prognoſticates the 

| honours to be paid him, when envy is extin&, and 
faction forgotten, and thoſe, whom partiality now 
ſuffers to obſcure him, ſhall have given way to 

ther triflers of as ſhort duration as themſelves. 

N ee ee Tross 
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Txrost, who have proceeded ſo far as to appeal 
to the tribunal of ſucceeding times, are not like- 
ly to be cured of their infatuation ; but all endea- 
- yours ought to be uſed for the prevention of a 
_ diſeaſe, for which, when it has attained its height, 
perhaps no remedy will be found in the gardens of 
philoſophy, however ſhe may boaſt her phyſick of 
the mind, her catharticks of vice, or lenitives of 


paſſion. 


T 5#aLL, therefore, while I am yet but lightly 
touched with the ſymptoms of the writer's malady, 
endeavour to fortify myſelf againſt the infection, 
not without ſome weak hope, that my preſervatives 
may extend their virtue to others, whoſe employ- 
ment expoſes them to the ſame danger: 


| Laudis amore tumes ? Sunt certa piacula, que te 
Ter pure lefo potcrunt recreare libel, 
| Is fame your paſſion ? Wiſdom's pow'rful charm, 
| If thrice read over, ſhall its force diſarm, Faaxct?, 


I.! is the ſage advice of Epictetus, that a man 
ſhould accuſtom himſelf often to think of what is 
moſt ſhocking and terrible, that by ſuch reflexions 
he may be preſerved from too ardent wiſhes for 
ſeeming good, and from too much dejeCtion in real 
evil. CJ ß dy was 


THERE is nothing more dreadful to an author 
than neglect, compared with which reproach, ha- 
tred, and opyofiticn, are names of happineſs ; yet 
this worſt, ths meaneſt fate every man who dares 


to write ha: reaſon to fear. 

I xunc, et verſus tecum meditare canoros. „ 
So now, and meditate thy tunetul lays, ELP#1NsTON, 
It may not be unt jor him who makes à new 

entrance into the lettered world, fo far to ſuſpect 
his own powers as to believe that he pollibly may 

1 | | - Es 
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f deſerve neglect; that nature may not have qualified 
F him much to enlarge or embelliſh knowledge, nor 
| ſent him forth entitled by indiſputable ſuperiority 

to regulate the conduct of the reſt of mankind ; 
that, though the world muſt be granted to be yet in 
ignorance, he is not deſtined to diſpel the cloud, 
nor to ſhine out as one of the luminaries of life. 
For this ſuſpicion, every catalogue of a library will 
furniſh ſufficient reaſon ; as he will find it crouded 
with names of men, who, though now forgotten, 
ere once no leſs enterpriſing or confident than him- 
belt, equally pleaſed with their own productions, 
N . equally careſſed by their patrons, and flattered by 
their friends. — 5 1 


Bur, though it ſhould happen that an author is 
capable of excelling, yet his merit may paſs with- 
out notice,' huddled in the variety of things, and 
throw into the general miſcellany of life. He 

| ttumhat endeavours after fame by writing, ſolicits the 

regard of a multitude fluctuating in pleaſures, or im- 
merſed in buſineſs, without time for intellectual 
amuſements; he appeals to judges prepoſſeſſed by 
| paſſions, or corrupted by prejudices, which preclude 
their approbation of any new performance. Some 
are too indolent to read any thing, till its reputation 
is eſtabliſhed ; others too envious to promote that 
fame, which gives them pain by its increaſe. What 
is new is oppoſed, becauſe molt are unwilling to be 
taught; and what is known is rejected, becauſe it 
is not ſufficiently conſidered, that men more fre- 
quently require to be reminded than informed. The 
learned are afraid to declare their opinion early, 
: leſt they ſhould put their reputation in hazard; the 
ignorant always imagine themſelves giving fome _ 
proof of delicacy, when they refuſe to be pleaſed : 
and he that finds his way to reputation, through 
all theſe obſtructions, muſt acknowledge that he is 
_ _____ Indebted to other cauſes beſides his induſtry, his 
1 learning, or his wit. a ev ann 
„„ | . Nuuz. 
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Nvuus. 3. Tuxspar, March 27, 1750. 


Vin Tus, repulſæ neſcia ſordide, 
Intaminatis fulget honoribus, | 
Nec ſumit aut ponit ſccures 


 Arbitrio popularis aur&. Hor, 


Undiſappointed in deſigns, 
With native honours virtue ſhines ; 
Nor takes up pow'r, nor lays it down, 
As giddy rabbles ſmile or frown. EtPHINSTONyY 


H taſk of an author is, either to teach 


what is not known, or to recommend known 


truths, by his manner of adorning them 3 either to 
let new light in upon the mind, and open new 


ſcenes to the proſpect, or to vary the dreſs and ſitu- 


ation of common objects, ſo as to give them freſh 
grace and more powerful attractions, to ſpread ſuch 
flowers over the regions through which the intellect 
has already made its progreſs, as may tempt it to 
return, and take a ſecond view of things haſtily 
paſſed over, or negligently regarded. „ 


Etrruꝝs of theſe labours is very difficult, becauſe, 
that they may not be fruitleſs, men muff not only 
be perſuaded of their errors, but reconciled to their 
guide; they muit not only confeſs their ignorance, 
but, what is ſtill leſs pleaſing, muſt allow that he 
from whom they are to learn is more knowing than 


themſelves. 


Ir might be imagined that ſuch an employment was 
in itſelf ſufficiently irkſome and hazardous; that none 
would be found ſo malevolent as wantonly to add 
weight to the ſtone of Siſyphus ; and that few en- 


deavours would be uſed to obſtruct thoſe advances 


to reputation, which muſt be made at ſuch an ex- 
| pence of time and thought, with fo great hazard in 
the miſcarriage, and with fo little advantage from 


the ſucceſs. 
Yer 


* 
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Ver there is a certain race of men, that either 
imagine it their duty, or make it their amuſement, 
to hinder the reception of every work of learning 


or genius, who ſtand as centinels in the avenues of 
fame, and value themſelves upon giving Io NO 


raxce aad Ex vx the firſt notice of a prey. 


To theſe men, who diſtinguiſh themſelves by the 
appellation of CRITIOKSs, it is neceſſary for a new 


author to find ſome means of recommendation. It 
is probable, that the moſt malignant of theſe per- 


ſecutors might be ſomewhat ſoftened, and prevailed 


on, for a ſhort time, to remit their fury. Having 
for this purpoſe conſidered many expedients, I find 


in the records of ancient times, that Arncus was 


lul ed by muſic, and CerBervs quieted with a ſop; 

and am, therefore, inclined to believe that modern 

ciriticks, who, if they have not the eyes, have the 
wWatchfulneſs of A cus, and can bark as loud as 
Cexskaus, though, perhaps, they cannot bite 
with equal force, might be ſubdued by methods of 
the ſame kind. I have heard how ſome have been 

| pacified with claret and a ſupper, and others laid 

_ aſleep by the ſoft notes of flatteerx . 


Tuovon the nature of my undertakin gives me 


| ſufficient reaſon to dread the united attacks of this 
virulent generation, yet I have not hitherto perſuad- 
ed myſelf to take any meaſures for flight or treaty. 
For I am in doubt, whether they can act againſt me 
by lawful authority, and ſuſpe& that they have pre- 
ſumed upon a forged commiſſion, ſtiled themſelves 


the miniſters of Cr1TicisM, without any authen- 


tic evidence of delegation, and. uttered their own 
_ determinations as the decrees of a higher judicature, 


__ Carrictsw, from whom they derive their claim 

to decide the fate of writers, was the eldeſt daugh- 
ter of LABOUR and of TrxuTa : ſhe was, at her 
birth, committed to the care of JusTice, and 


brought 
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brought up by her in the palace of Wispou. Be- 


ing ſoon diſtinguiſhed by the celeſtials, for her un- 
common qualities, ſhe was appointed the governeſs 
of Fancy, and impowered to beat time to the 


chorus of the Muszs, when they ſung before the 
throne of JuriTER. e | 


 Wuznx the Mus zs condeſcended to viſit this 


lower world, they came accompanied by CIT I- 
eis u, to whom, upon her deſcent from her native 
regions, jus rie gave a ſcepter, to be carried 


aloft in her right hand, one end of which was tin- 


 Etured with ambroſia, and inwreathed with a golden 
foliage of amaranths and bays; the other end was 


incircled with cypreſs and poppies, and dipped in 


the waters of oblivion. In her left hand, ſhe bore 
an unextinguiſhable torch, manufactured by La- 
BOUR, and lighted by TxuTHn, of which it was 
the particular quality immediately to ſhew eve 
thing in its true form, however it might be diſguiſed 
to common eyes. Whatever Ax r could complicate, 
to or Fol L could confound, was, upon the firſt 
gleam of the torch of TkuTH, exhibited in its di- 
ſtinct parts and original ſimplicity ; it darted through 
the labyrinths of ſophiſtry, and ſhewed at once all 


the abſurditics to which they ſerved for refuge; it 


| x7 gan through the robes, which rhetorick often 


old to falſhood, and detected the diſproportion of 


parts, which artificial veils had been contrived to 
cover. N | 5 


Tuvs furniſhed for the execution of her office, 
CrrricizM came down to ſurvey the performances 
of thoſe who profeſſed themſelves the votaries of the 
 Muszs. Wh tever was brought before her, ſhe 
bebeld by the ſtcady light of the torch of Ta u Tu, 
and when her examination had convinced her, that 
the laws of juſt writing had been obſerved, the 
touched it With the amaranthine end of the ſcepter, 
and n: over to immortality, _ : 


Bur 
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Bur it more frequently happened, that in the 


Works, which required her inſpection, there was 


ſome impoſture attempted ; that falſe colours were 


| Iaboriouſſy laid; that ſome ſecret inequality was 


found between the words and ſentiments, or ſome 
diſimilitude of the ideas and the original objects; 
that incongruities were linked together, or that 
ſome parts were of no uſe but to enlarge the ap, 


pearance of the whole, without contributing to its 


auty, ſolidity, or uſefulneſs. 


Wnꝗr EVER ſuch diſcoveries were made, and 
they were made whenever theſe faults were com- 


mitted, Crx1T1cisM refuſed the touch which con- 


ferred the ſanction of immortality, and, when the 


errors were frequent and groſs, reverſed the ſcepter, 


and let drops of lethe diſtil from the poppies and 


cypreſs, a fatal mildew, which immediately began 


to waſte the work away, till it was at laſt totally 
deſtroyed. J ĩ org 
Tura were ſome compoſitions brought to tze 
teſt, in which, when the ſtrongeſt light was thrown: 


upon them, their beauties and faults appeared ſo 


equally mingled, that Cx1Ticism ſtood with her 
fcepter poiſed in her hand, in doubt whether to ſhed 


lethe, or ambroſia, upon them. Theſe at laſt in- 


ereaſed to ſo ry a number, that ſhe was weary 
of attending 


uch doubtful claims, and, for fear of 
uſing improperly the ſcepter of us ric, referred 


the cauſe to be conſidered by TIME. 


Tus proceedings of Tru, though very dila- 


tory, were, ſome few caprices excepted, conform- 
able to juſtice: and many, who thought them- 


ſelves ſecure by a ſhort forbearance, have ſunk 


under his ſcythe, as they were polting down with 
their volumes in triumph to futurity. It was ob- 
ſervable that ſome were deſtroyed by little and little, 
and others cruſhed for ever by a ſingle blow. 


C- 
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Cstiricisu having long kept her eye fixed 


ſteadily upon Time, was at laſt ſo well ſatisfied 


with his conduct, that ſhe withdrew from the earth 


with her patroneſs As TK Ea, and left Prtjupice | 
and FalsE-TasTE to ravage at large as the aſſo- 
ciates of Fxaup and MischiEr; contenting her- 


ſelf thenceforth to ſhed her influence from afar up- 


on ſome ſelect minds, fitted for its reception by 
learning and by virtue. : 


Bronx her departure, ſhe broke her ſcepter, 


of which the ſhivers, that formed the ambroſial 
end, were caught up by Far TEN Y, and thoſe |} 
that had been infected with the waters of lethe 
were, with equal hafte, ſeized by MalEVvoTENcE. 
The followers of FLAT TER, to whom ſhe diſtri- 


buted her part of the ſcepter, neither had nor de- 


ſited light, but touched indiſcriminately whatever 
Pow ER or IxnTEREsT happened to exhibit. The 
companions of MartevoLENncs were ſupplied by 
the Fukiks with a torch, which had this quality Þ{f 
_ peculiar to infernal luſtre, that its light fell only _ 


No ligbt, but rather darkneſs viſible 
Serv d only to diſcover fights of wee. 


| W1ru theſe fragments of authority, the ſlaves 
_ of FLaTTEryY and MaLevoLEeNncE marched out, 
at the command of their miſtreſles, to confer im- 
mortality, or condemn to oblivion. Bat the ſcep- 
ter had now loſt its power; and Time paſles his 
ſentence at leiſure, without any regard to their de- 
OR EE e 
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Nunz. 4. SaTurDaY, March 31, 1750. 
 Simul er jucunda er idonea dicere Vite. Hon. 
And join both profit and delight in one, Cxxzzcn, -- 


T HE works of fiction, with which the preſent 


1 generation ſeems more particularly delighted, 
are ſuch as exhibit life in its true ſtate, diverſified 


only by accidents that daily happen in the world, 


really to be found in converſing with mankind. 


Tuts kind of writing may be termed not impro- 


perly the comedy of romance, and is to be conduct- 
ed nearly by the rules of comic poetry. Its province 
is to bring about natural events by eaſy means, and 
io keep up curioſity without the help of wonder: 
it is therefore precluded from the machines and ex- 


pedients of the heroic romance, and can neither em- 


_ ploy giants to ſnatch away a lady from the nuptial 
rites, nor knights to bring her back from captivi- 
ty; it can neither bewilder its. perſonages in deſarts, 
vor lodge them in imaginary caſtles 


I REMEMBER a remark made by Scaliger upon 


Pontanus, that all his writings are filled with the ſame 
images; and that if you take from him his lillies 


and his roſes, his ſatyrs and his dryads, he will have 
nothing left that can be called poetry. In like man- 


ner, almoſt all the fictions of the laſt age will va- 


niſh, if you deprive them of a hermit and a wood, 
a battle and a ſhipwreck. e 


_ War this wild ſtrain of imagination found re- 

ception ſo long, in polite and learned ages, it is not 

eaſy to conceive ; but we cannot wonder that, while 

readers could be procured, the authors were willing 

to continue it: for when a man had by practice 

gained ſome fluency of language, he had no further 
ys 8 i N 
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care than to retire to his cloſet, let looſe his inven-, 


tion, and heat his mind with incredibilities ; a book 
was thus produced without fear of critici{m, without 


the toil of ſtudy, without knowledge of nature, or 


acquaintance n life. 


; Tus taſk of our preſent writers is very Aifferent ; 
it requires, together with that learning which 1s to 
be gained from books, that experience which can 


never be attained by ſolitary diligence, but mutt ariſe 
from general converſe. and accurate obſervation of 
the living world. Their performances have, as 


Horace expreſſes it, plus oneris quantum veniæ minus, 


| little indulgence, and therefore more difficulty. They 
are engaged in portraits of which every one knows 


the original, and can detect any deviation from exact- 


neſs of reſemblance. Other writings are ſafe, except 
from the malice of learning, but theſe are in danger 
from every common reader; as the ſlipper ill executed 
was cenſured by a ſhoemaker who — to =P 

8 his way at the Venus of Apelles. POT | 


- Dor the fear of not being . as jull co- 
; pyers of human manners, is not the moſt important 
concern that an author of this fort ought to have 
before him. Theſe books are written chiefly to the 
| young, the ignorant, and the idle, to whom they 
| ſerve as lectures of conduct, and introductions into 
life. They are the entertainment of minds unfur- 
niſhed with ideas, and therefore eaſily ſuſceptible of 
impreſſions; not fxed by principles, and therefore 
eaſily following the current of fancy ; not informed 
by experience, and conſequently open to ev very falſe 
; ſuggeltion and ** account. 


Tua r the higheſt degree of ' reverence mould be 


paid to youth, and that nothing indecent ſhould be 
 fuffered to approach their eyes or cars; are precepts | 
extorted by ſenſe and viitue from an ancient writer, 
by no means > eminent for chaſtity of thought, © he 
ame 


Nel. 
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ſame kind, tho' not the ſame degree of caution, is 


required to every thing which is laid before them, to 
ſecure them from unjuſt prejudices, perverſe opini- 


ors, and/incongruous combinations of images. 


Ix the romances formerly written, every tranſac- 


tion and ſentiment was ſo remote from all that paſ- 


ſes among men, that the reader was in very little 


| danger of making any applications to himſelf ; the 


virtues and crimes were equally beyond his ſphere 
of activity; and he amuſed himſelf with heroes and 
with traitors, deliverers and perſecutors, as with be- 


_ ings of another ſpecies, whoſe actions were regu- 


lated upon motives of their own, and who had nei- 


ther faults nor excellencies in common with himſelf. 


Bur when an adventurer is levelled with the reſt 
of the world, and acts in ſuch ſcenes of the univer- 
ſal drama, as may be the lot of any other man; 
young fpectators fix their eyes upon him with cloſer 
attention, and hope by obſerving his behaviour and 
ſucceſs to regulate their own practices, when they 
ſhall be engaged in the like pant, 


os this reaſon theſe familiar hiflories may per- 


_ haps be made of greater uſe than the ſolemnities of 
profeſſed morality, and convey the knowledge of 
vice and virtue with more efficacy than axioms and 
definitions. But if the power of example is ſo great, 

as to take poſſeſſion of the memory by a kind of 
violence, and produce effects almoſt without the in- 

ter vention of the will, care ought to be taken that, 


when the choice is unreſtrained, the beſt examples 
only ſhould be exhibited; and that which is likely 
to operate ſo ſtrongly, ſnould not be miſchievous or 


uncertain in its effects. 


Tur chief advantage which theſe fctions have 
orer real life is, that their authors are at liberty, tho? 
not to invent, yet to ſelect objects, and to cull from 


the 
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the maſs of mankind, thoſe individuals upon which 


the attention ought moſt to be employ'd ; as a dia- 


mond, though it cannot be made, may be poliſhed 
by art, and placed in ſuch a ſituation, as to diſplay 
that luſtre which before was buried among common 


Ir is jullly conſidered as the greateſt excellency of 
art, to imitate nature; but it is neceſſary to diſtin- 


5 guiſh thoſe parts of nature, which are moſt proper 


for imitation : greater care is ſtil] required in repre- 


« — life, which is ſo often diſcoloured by paſſion, 


or deformed by wickedneſs. If the world be pro- 


miſcuouſly deſcribed, I cannot ſee of what uſe it can 
be to read the account; or why it may not be as 
ſafe to turn the eye immediately upon mankind, as 

upon a mirror which ſhows all that preſents itſelf 
without diſcrimination. | T e 


I.r is therefore not a ſufficient vindication of a 
character, that it is drawn as it appears, for many 
characters ought never to be drawn; nor of a narra- 
tive, that the train of events is agreeable to obſer- 
vation and experience, for that obſervation which is 
called knowledge of the world, will be found much 


more frequently to make men cunning than good. 
The purpoſe of theſe writings is ſurely not only to 


ſhow mankind, but to provide that they may be ſeen 
hereafter with leſs hazard; to teach the means of 


avoiding the ſnares which are laid by TREAccHTIRY 


for Ixxocexce, without infuſing any wiſh for that 
_ ſuperiority with which the betrayer flatters his vani- 
ty; to give the power of counteracting fraud, with- 
out the temptation to practiſe it; to initiate youth 
by mock encounters in the art of neceflary defence, 
and to increaſe prudence without impairing virtue, 


EE | Maxy writers, for the ſake of following nature, 
fo mingle good and bad qualities in their principal 
perſonages, that they are both equally conſpicuous ; 


and 


r 


Ne l. The R AMB LE R. 21 
and as we accompany them through their adven- 
tures with delight, and are led by degrees to intereſt 
ourſelves in their favour, we loſe the abhorrence of 


| their faults, becauſe they do not hinder our pleaſure» 


or, perhaps, regard them with ſome kindneſs for 


being united with ſo much merit. 


Tur xk have been men indeed ſplendidly wicked, 
whoſe endowments threw a brightneſs on their 


crimes, and whom ſcarce any villainy made perfect- 
ly deteſtable, becauſe they never could be wholly 
diveſted of their excellencies ; but ſuch have been 
in all ages the great corrupters of the world, and 
their reſemblance ought no more to be preſerved, 


than the art of murdering without pain. 


| Some have advanced, without due attention to 
the conſequences of this notion, that certain virtues | 


have cheir correſpondent faults, and therefore that 
to exhibit either.apart is to deviate from probability, 


Thus men are obſerved by Swift to be“ grateful in 


the ſame degree as they are reſentful.” This 


principle, with others of the ſame kind, ſuppoſes 
man to act from a brute impulſe, and perſue a cer- 
tain degree of inclination, without any choice of the 
object; for, otherwiſe, though it ſhould be allowed 
that gratitude and reſentment ari e from the ſame 


conſtitution of the paſſions, it follows not that they 
will be equally indulged when reafon is conſulted ; | 
yet unleſs that conſequence be admitted, this ſaga- 


cious maxim becomes an empty ſound, without any 
relation to pratiice or to -e. 


Nos is it evident, that even the firſt motions to 
_ theſe effects are always in the ſame proportion. For 


pride, which produces quickneſs of reſentment, will 
obſtruct gratitude, by unwillingneſs to admit that 


_ Inferiority which obligation implies ; and it is very 
unlikely, that he who cannot think he receives a fa- 
| vour will acknowledge or repay it. 85 


Ir 


- 
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IT is of the utmoſt importance to mankind, that | 


poſitions of this tendency ſhould be laid open and | 


confuted ; for while men conſider gocd and evil az 


PT {pringing from the ſame root, they will ſpare the | 
done for the ſake of the other, and in judging, if not 


of others at leaſt of themſelves, will be apt to eſti. 


mate their virtues by their vices. To this fatal er. 
ror all thoſe will contribute, who confound the co. 


lours of right and, wrong, and inſtead of helping to 
_ ſettle their boundaries, mix them with ſo much art, | 


that no common mind is able to diſunite them. 


Is narratives, where hiſtorical veracity has no 


place, I cannot diſcover why there ſhould not be 


exhibited the moſt perfect idea of virtue; of virtue 


not angelical, nor above probability, for what we 


cannot credit we ſhall never imitate, but the higheſt 


and pureſt that humanity can reach, which, exerciſed 
in ſuch trials as the various revolutions of things 


fſhall bring upon it, may, by conquering ſome cala- | 
mities, and enduring others, teach us what we may 
hope, and what we can perform. Vice, for vice is 
neceſſary to be ſhewn, ſhould always diſguſt ; nor 

| ſhould the graces of gaiety, or the dignity of cou- 
rage, be ſo united with it, as to reconcile it to the 


mind. Wherever it appears, it ſhould raiſe hatred 


by the malignity of its practices, and contempt by | 
the meanneſs of its ſtratagems; for while it is ſup- 


por by either parts or ſpirit, it will be ſeldom 


heartily abhorred. The Roman tyrant was content 
to be hated, if he was but feared; and there are 
thouſands of the readers of romances willing to be 
thought wicked, if they may be allowed to be wits. 
It is therefore to be ſteadily inculcated, that virtue 


is the _ proof of underſtanding, and the only 
ſolid ba 


* 


n 


s of greatneſs; and that vice is the natural | 
conſequence of narrow thoughts, that it begins in 
miſtake, and ends in ignomin . 


„„ Nuus. 


BS 5. 


A3. 


Many, perhaps, would 
what means he procured to himſelf ſuch a 
and * ſatisfaction, * Was * by a conſtant 
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Nous. 5. Tusa, April 3, 1750. 


Et nunc amnit apcr, nunc omnis parturit arbos, 
| Nunc frondent filua, nunc formoſiſſimus annus, 
Now ev'ry field, now ev'ry tree is green; 
Now — nature's faireſt face is ſeen, ELPKINSTOX, 


Vine, | 


\VERY man is ſufficiently diſcontented with 
ſome circumſtances of his preſent ſtate, to ſuf. 


fer his imagination to range more or leſs in queſt of | 
future happineſs, and to fix upon {ome point of time, 
in which, by the removal of the inconvenience which 

now perplexes him, or acquiſition of the advantage 

which he at preſent wants, he ſhall find the condi- 
tion of his life very much improved. 


"Warn this time, which is too an expected with 


great impatience, at laſt arrives, it generally comes 

without the bleſſing for which it was deſired; but 
we ſolace ourſelves with ſome new proſpect, _ | 
ous: forward again with * eager neſs. 


I᷑ is lecky for a man, in whom this temper pre- 


vails, when he turns his hopes upon things wholly 
dut of his own power; ſince he forbears then to pre- 
|  cipitate his affairs, for the ſake of the great event 


that is to complete his felicity, and waits for the 


| bliſsful hour, with leſs negle& of the — ne- 
| ceſſary to be taken 1 in the mean time. | 


I rave 1 known a perſon of this temper, who | 


3 his dream of happineſs with leſs hurt to 
himſelf than ſuch chimerical wiſhes commonly pro- 
duce, and adjuſted his ſcheme with ſuch addreſs, 
that his hopes were in full bloom three parts of che 


year, and in the other part never wholly blaſted. 
deſirous of 3 by 


eap 
Practice 


. 
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practice of referring the removal of all his uneaſi- 
neſs to the coming of the next ſpring ; if his health 
was impaired, the ſpring would reſtore it ; if what 
he wanted was at a high price, it would fall its va- 
lue in the ſpring. e N 


Tae. ſpring, indeed, did often come without any |} 
of theſe effects, but he was always certain that the 


next would be more propitious; nor was ever con- 


vinced that the preſent ſpring would fail him be- 
fore the middle of ſummer ; for he always talked 


of the ſpring as coming till it was paſt, and when 


it was once paſt, every one agreed with him that it 
was coming. OBE 


Bx long converſe with this man, I am, perhaps, 
brought to feel immoderate pleaſure in the contem- 
plation of this de ightful ſeaſon; but I have the ſa- 
tisfaction of finding many, whom it can be no 
| ſhame to reſemble, infected with the ſame enthuſi- 
aſm; for there is, I believe, ſcarce any poet of 
eminence, who has not left ſome teltimony of his 
fondneſs for the flowers, the zephyrs, and the war- 


bdblers of the ſpring. Nor has the moit Juxuriant 


f imagination been able to deſcribe the ſerenity and 


happineſs of the golden age, otherwiſe than by 


giving a perpetual ſpring, as the highelt reward f 
uncorrupted innocence. Ep oy 


| THERE is, indeed, ſomething inexpreſlibly plea- 


ſing, in the annual renovation of the world, and 


the new diſplay of the treaſures of nature. The |} 
cold and darkneſs of winter, with the naked de- 


formity of every object on which we turn our eyes, 


— — — 
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make us rejoice at the ſucceeding ſeaſon, as well 
for what we have eſcaped, as for what we may en- 
joy; and every budding flower, which a warm fi- 
tuation brings early to our view, is conſidered by us 
as a meſſenger to notify the approach of more joyous } 
E no yo MR rn en et Ws 
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gaiety, ſignificantly expreſſed by the ſmile of nature. 
Var there are men to whom theſe ſcenes are able 
do give no delight, and who hurry away from all 
the varieties of rural beauty, to loſe their hours, 


Tus Sram affords to a mind, ſo free from 
the diſturbance of cares or paſſions as to be vacant 


to calm amuſements, almoſt every thing that our 
| preſent ſtate makes us capable of enjoying. The 
_ variegated verdure of the fields and woods, the ſuc- 


ceſſion of grateful odours, the voice of pleaſure 


pouring out its notes on every fide, with. the glad- 
— apparently conceived by every animal, from 


the growth of his food, and the clemency of the 
— throw over the whole earth an air of 


and divert their thoughts by cards, or aſſemblies, 
a tavern dinner, or the prattle of the day. 


ir may be laid down as a poſition which will ſel- 


dom deceive, that when a man cannot bear his 
' own company there is ſomething wrong. He muſt 
fly from himſelf, either becauſs he feels a tediouſ- 
neſs in life from the equipoiſe of an empty mind, 
which, having no tendency to one motion more 


than another but as it is impelled by ſome external 
power, muſt always have recourſe to foreign ob- 


jects; ar he muſt be afraid of the intruſion of ſome 
unpleaſing ideas, and, perhaps, is ſtruggling to eſ- 


cape from the remembrance of a loſs, the fear of a 
calamity, or ſome other thought of greater horror. 


| Turosr whom forrow incapacitates to enjoy the 
pe eaſures of contemplation, may properly apply to 
uch diverſions, provided they are innocent, as lay 
ſtrong hold on the attention; and thoſe, whom fear 


of any future affliftion chains down to miſery, muſt 


| endeavour to obviate the danger. 


Ur conkderations ſhall, on this occaſion, be 
| oe 1 ſuch as are burthenſome to themſelves 


—_ munereh⸗ 
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merely becauſe they want fubjects for reflexion, | 


and to whom the volume ef nature is thrown 


without affording them pleaſure or inſtruction, be- 


| A Fazxcn author has advanced this ſeeming pa- 


radox, that very few men know how to take a wall; 
and, indeed, it is true, that few know how to take 
a walk with a proſpect of any other pleaſure, than 


the ſame company would have afforded them at | 


home. 


Turns are animals that borrow their colour * 
from the neighbouring body, and, conſequently, | 


vary their hue as they happen to change their 


place: In like manner it ought to be the endea- | 


vour of every man to derive his reflections from 
the objects about him; for it is to no purpoſe that 
| he alters his poſition, if his attention continues fix- 


ed tw the fame poin; The mind ſhould be kept | 


open to the acceſs of every new idea, and fo 


diſengaged from the predominance of particular | 
thoughts, as eaſily to accommodate itſelf to occa- | 


fional entertainment. 


A Man that has formed this habit of turning 


new object to his entertainment, finds in the 


_ teriais upon which he can employ himſelf, with- 
out any teniptations to envy or malevolence ; faults, 
perhaps, ſeldom totally avoided by thoſe, whoſe 
— is mach exetciſed upon the works of 


Art. He has always a certain proſpect of diſco- 
vetting new reaſons for adoring the ſovereign au- 


_ thor of the univerſe, and probable hopes of making 
ſome diſcovery of benefit to others, or of profit to 


| himſelf. There is no doubt but many vegetables 


and animals have qualities that might be of great 


uſe, to the knowledge of which there is not re- 


| quired much force of penetration, or faigne of | 


g- K mw 


ductions of nature an inexhauſtible ſtock of ma- 
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ſtudy, but only frequent experiments, and cloſe at - 
tention. What is ſaid by the chymiſts of their darl- 
ing mercury, 1s, perhaps, true of every body 
through the whole creation, that, if a thouſand lives 
| ſhould be ſpent upon it, all its properties would not 


Maxx muſt neceflarily be diverſified by va- 
rious taſtes, ſince life affords and requires ſuch mul- 
tiplicity of employments, and a nation of naturaliſts 
is neither to be hoped, or defired ; but it is ſurely 
not 15 to point out a freſh amuſement to 
for want of ſome ſource of diverſion that may be 
leſs eaſily exhauſted, and to inform the multitudes 
of both ſexes, who are burthened with every new 
wg — there are many ſhows which they have 
3 11 . * 


Hz that enlarges his curioſity after the * of 


nature, demonſtrably multiplies the inlets to happi- 
neſs ; and, therefore, the younger part of my rea- 


ders, to whom I dedicate this vernal f on, 


muſt excuſe me for calling upon them, to make uſe 
| at once of the ſpring of the year, and the ſpring of 


life; to acquire, while their minds may be yet im- 
reſſed with new ima a love of innocent plea - 
| {ures, and an ardour for uſeful knowledge; and to 
remember, that a blighted ſpring makes a barren 
 _ year, and that the vernal flowers, however beauti- 
ful and gay, are only intended by nature as prepa- 
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Nous. 6.  SaTURDAY, April 7 * 


FT Strenua n not exercet inertia, navibus 
Ruadrigis petimus bene wivere : nd = bie ; 


E Ulubris, animus fi te non deficit equus. | Hoy, | 


Active in indolence, abroad we roam 
In queſt of happineſs, which dwells at home : 
With vain perſuits fatigu'd, at length you'll find, 


No — 6—— Es an equal mind. ELPRINSTON, 


H AT man ſhould never ſuffer his happineſs 
to depend upon external circumſtances, is * 
| of the chief precepts of the Stoical philoſophy ; 

pre cept, indeed, which that lofty ſect has * 
1 the condition of human life, and in which 


ſome of them ſeem to have compriſed an utter ex- 
cluſion of all cotporal pain and — from the . 


2 or attention of 5 wiſe man. 


sven — W as 1 calls the do- 
Arine of another ſect, ſuch extravagance of philo- 
ſophy. can want neither authority nor argument for 
its confutation ; it is overthrowti by the experience 


of every hour, and the powers of nature riſe up 


againſt it. But we may very properly enquire, how | | 
near to this exalted ſtate it is in our power to ap- 


_ proach, how far we can exempt ourſelves from out- 
Ward influences, and ſecure to our minds a ſtate of 


 franquillity : For, though the boaſt of abſolute inde- | 
pendence is ridiculous and vain, yet a mean flexibility | 
to every impulſe, and a patient ſubmiſſion to the | 
 _ tvranny of caſual troubles, is below the dignity of | 

that mind, which, however depraved or weakened, 
| boaſts its derivation from a celeſtial original, and | 


hopes for an union » with knee * and un- 
Variable Nec ; 
Ni wits pejora Bos « 
Piroprium deſerat orm. 
8 Voleſs the ſoul, to vice a iran, 


'Defert ber own — 5 e F | 


tt. ti. ect * „ 
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Tus neceſſity of erecting ourſelves to ſome de- 
of intellectual dignity, and of preſerving re- 
— of pleaſure, which may not be whclly at the 
mercy of accident, is never more apparent than when 
we turn our eyes upon thoſe whom fortune has let 
| Joole to their own conduct; who nat being chained 
down by their condition to a regular and ſtated alloc- 
ment of their hours, are ovliged to find themſelves 
butineſs or diverſion, and having nothing within 
that can entertain or employ them, are compelled 
ta try all the arts of deſtroying time. 


| 8 Tut numberleſs expedients practiſed by this claſs 
of mortals to alleviate the burthen of life, is not 


leſs ſhameful, nor, perhaps, much leſs pitiable, than 

thoſe to which a trader on the edge of bankruptcy 
is reduced. I have ſeen melancholy overſpread a 
who'e family at the diſappointment of a party for 
cards; and when, after the propoſal of a thouſand 


: ſchemes, and the diſpatch of the footmen y_ =: 
hundred meſſages, they have ſubmitted, with gloomy 


_ reſignation, to the misfortune of paſling one even- 
ing in converſation with each other, on a ſudden, 
| ſuch are the revolutions of the world, an unexpect- 
ed viſiter has brought them relief, acceptable as 
proviſion to a ſtarving city, and enabled them to 
proton d deen 


5 Tus 22 remedy of choſe, who are uneaſy | 
without knowing the cauſe, is change of place; 


they are willing to imagine that their pain is the 
coaſequence of ſome local inconvenience, and en- 
deavour to fly from it, as children from their ſha- 
dows; always hoping for more ſatisfactory delight 
from every new ſcene, and always returning home 
with diſappointment and complaint. 
| Who can look upon this kind of infatuation; 
without reflecting on thoſe that ſuffer under the 
dreadful ſymptom of canine madneſs, termed bj 
pe Bs os 2 
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phyſicians the dread of water * Theſe miſerable 


wretches, unable to drink, though burning with 
thirſt, are ſometimes known to try various contor- 
tions, or inclinations of the body, flattering them- 


ſelves that they can ſwallow in one poſture that li- 


quor, which they find in another to repel their lips. 


Ver ſuch folly is not peculiar to the thoughtleſe 
or ignorant, but ſometimes ſeizes thoſe minds which 


ſeem moſt exempted from it, by the variety of at- 


tainments, quickneſs of penetration, or ſeverity of 
judgment; and, indeed, the pride of wit and know. 
5 ledge is often mortined by finding, that they confer 
no ſecurity againſt the common errors, which mif. 


lead the weakeſt and meaneſt of mankind. 


Tuxss reflexions aroſe in my mind upon. the re- | 


membrance of a paſſage in Cowley's preface to his 


poems, where, however exalted by genius, and en- 
larged by Rudy, he informs us of a ſcheme of hap- 


| loſs. of her firſt lover, could have 


Mx defire,” ſays he, * has been for ſome years — 
' paſt, though the execution has been accidentally 
| * diverted, and does ſtill vehemently continue, to 


2 0 retire myſelf to ſome of our American planta- 


for ever, with all the vanities and vexations of it, 


and to bury myſelf there in ſome obſcure retreat, 


but not without the conſolation of letters and phi- 


Sven 


neſs to which the imagination of a girl, upon the 
| carcely given | 
way $500 1 — he ſeems to have indulged 1 de 
ly forgotten its abſurdity, and would pro- | 
bably have put is execution, had he been hinder- | 


gold, or enrich myſelf with 
_ + the traffic of thoſe parts, which is the end of moſt 
men that travel thither ; but to forſake this world 


b: 
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Sven was the chimerical proviſion which: Cow- 
ley had made, in his own. mind, for the quiet of 


his remaining life, and which he ſeems to recom-. 


mend to poſterity, fince there is no other reaſon for 


diſcloſing it. Surely no flronger inſtance. can be 


given of a perſuaſion that content was the inhabi- 
tant of particular regions, and that a man might set 
fail with a fair wind, and leave behind him all his 
cares, incumbrances, and calamities. 9 


Ie he travelled ſo far with no other purpoſe thai! 


to bury himſelf in feme obſcure retreat, he might have 


found, in his own country, innumerable coverts ſut- 
ficiently dark to have concealed the 
ley ; for, whatever might be his opinion of the 
importunity with which he ſhould be ſummoned 


back into publick life, a ſhort experience would have 
convinced him, that - privation is eaſter than acqu. 
ſtition, and that it would require little continuance 
to free himſelf from the intruſton of the world. 
There is pride enough in the human heart to pre- 
+ vent much deſire of acquaintance with a man by 
whom we are ſure to be neglected, however his re- 
pautation for ſcience or virtue may excite our curio- | 
ſity or eſteem; ſo that the lover of retirement needs 
not be afraid leſt the reſpe& of ſtrangers ſhould 
_ overwhelm him with viſits. Even thoſe to whom 


he has formerly been known will very patiently ſup- 
ort his abſence, when they have tried a little to 


ive without him, and found new diverſions for 
_ thoſe moments which his company contributed ty 


1 Ir was, perhaps, ordained by providence, to | 
hinder us from Granting over one another, that 
ſuch importance, as to 


no individual ſhould be 
cauſe, by his retirement or death, any chaſm in the 


world. And Cowley had converſed to little pur- 
| poſe with mankind, if he had never remarked, how 

the uſeful friend, the gay companion, and the 
| 0 „%%% ] où ͤ“ [ 


ius of Cow- 
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_ favoured lover, when once they are removed from 


before the fight, give way to the ſucceſſion of new 


Tur privacy, therefore, of his hermitage might 
| have been ſafe enough from violation, —_ he 
and; 


had choſen it within the limits of his native 1 
he might have found here preſervatives againſt the 
vanities and wexations of the world, not leis efficaci- 


ous than thoſe which the woods or fields of Ame- 


rica could afford him: but having once his mind 
 imbittered with diſguſt, he conceived it impoſſible 


to be far enough from the cauſe of his uneaſineſs; 


_ and was poſting away with the expedition of a co- 


ward, who, fur want of venturing to look behind 


him, thinks the enemy perpetually at his heels. 


Wen he was interrupted by company, or fati- 
gued with buſineſs, he ſo ſtrongly imaged to him- 
ſelf the happineſs of leiſure and retreat, that he 
determined to enjoy them for the future without 
interruption, and to exclude for ever all that could 
daceprive him of his darling ſatis faction. He forgot, 
ce their pleaſures to thoſe miſeries, which he was 
io itudrous to obviate ; for ſuch are the viciſſitudes 
of the world, through all its parts, that day and 
night, labour and reit, hurry and retirement, en- 
dear each other; ſuch are the changes that keep 


the mind in action; we deſire, we purſue, we ob- 


| rain, we are fatiated; we deſire ſomething elſe, and 


begin a new perfuit. 


iu he had proceeded in his lojelt, and fixed his _ 


| habitation in the moſt delighttul part of the new 
world, it may be . whether his diſtance 


from the vaxities of life would have enabled him 
to keep away the wexations. It is common fora 
man, who feels pain, to fancy that he could bear it 


better in any other part, Cowley having known 
„„ V de 
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the troubles and perplexities of a particular condi- 
tion, readily perſuaded himſelf that nothing worſe 


wWuas to be found, and that every alteration would 
bring ſome improvement; he never ſuſpected that 


the cauſe of his unhappineſs was within, that his 
own paſſions were not ſufficiently regulated, and 
that he was harraſſed by his own impatience, which 


could never be without ſomething to awaken it, 
would accompany him over the and find its 
way to his American elyſium. He would, upon the 
. tryal, have been ſoon convinced, that the fountain . 
of content muſt ſpring up in the mind; and that he, 
who has fo little knowledge of human nature, as to 


_ ſeek happinefs by changing any thing, but his own 


diſpoſitions, will waſte his life in fruitleſs efforts, 


and 3 8 which he 4 to ro- 


move. 


eee 
| Nuns. 7. Tersvar, April 10, 1750. 
:, 33 b 


Terrarum calique fator |! ——— 
Ditjice terrenæ nebulas & pondera molic, EE 
Argue tuo ſplendore mica ! Tu namgque ſerenum, 
Tu requies tranquilla pii . Te cernere, fins, 
OS: vector, duæ, — . . 
- | —— 


0 Thou whoſe pow'r o'er moving worlds prefides 
| Whoſe voice created, and whoſe wiſdom guides, | | 
On darkling man in pure effulgencs ſhine, 
And chear the clouded mind with light divine. | 
_ *Tis thine alone to calm the pious breaſt 
With filent confidence and holy reft ; EE 
From thee, great God, we ſpring, to thee we . N 
| Path, motive, guide, original and end. Ne, I 


HE love of RetiaEvEenT has, in | all ages,: . 
adhered cloſely. to thoſe minds, which have? 


Keen 3 by r or elevates dy 
| 7 


1 
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| IE confer bappinefs, have been 


: es rnmos yagpls frmy rp ve every thing that 


Thoſe who enjoyed every thing 


it in the ſhades of privacy. Though they 
| power and de an wer there- 
rr 


might offend their eaſe, or interrupt their pleaſure, 
they have ſoon felt the languors of ſatiety, and 


ſiound themſelves unable to purſue the race of life 
— without frequent — of intermediate ſoli- 


e 
— ſenſibility, and active imagination; 


ro 


Non will greatneſs, or ab andance, « exempt him 

from the importunities of tins deſire, ſmce, if he 
is born to think, he cannot reftram himſelf from a 
_ thouſand enquiries and ſpeculations, which he muſt 


perſue by his own reaſon, and which the ſplendour 


E that, ac- 


Ne 7. 


ed to 


Gifpolition nothing appears re- 2 


for, > hae not devoted to virtue, or ſcience, the 
man, whoſe faculties. enable him to make ready 
 compariſon3 of the preſent with the paſt, will find 
| ſuch a conſtant recurrence of the ſame pleaſures, 
and troubles, the ſame B 
ments, that he will gladly ſnatch an hour of re- 
treat, to let his thong: ds expatiata ot large, and 
| ſeek for that varicty in his own ideas, which the 
: odjetts of tenſe cannot afford hig. 


ions, and diſappoint- 


of his condition can only hinder; for thoſe who are 
moſt exalted above 8 or controul, are yet 
condemned to pay fo | a tribute of their time 
to cuſtoin, ceremony, py 

_ cording to the Greek proverb, no man in * houſe | 
- » more a flave than the makter. 


777 oo 
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Wren a king aſked Koch the — = 


| whether he could not explain his art to him in a 
more compendious manner, he was anſwered, that 
"there was no royal way to geometry. Other things 


may 
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may be ſeized by might, or purchaſed with 22 
but knowledge is to Ic only by ſtudy, and 
ſtudy to be proſecuted. only in retirement. 


Tarsr AA bad 
to ſequeſter kings and heroes from the crouds 
chat ſoothed them with flatteries, or inſpirited them 
with acclamations ; but their efficacy ſeems confined 
to the higher mind, and to operate little upon the 
common claſſes of "mankind, to whoſe conceptions 
the preſent aſſemblage of things is adequate, and 
who ſeldom ran *. aide thoſe entertainments and 
vexations, w ſolicit their attention by yang . 
on their lenſes. ; 


ov there is an 80 * for- ſome ſtated 
1 of ſolitude, which the inſtitutions of the 
church. call upon me, now eſpecially, to mention; 
a reaſon, which extends as wide as moral duty, or 
I hopes of divine favour. in a future ſtate ; and. 

which ought to influence all ranks of life, and all 

S of 3 intellect; imce none can imagine them 

felves not comprehended i in its- obligation, but ſuch. 
as determine to ſet their maker at-defiance by obſti- 
nate wickedneſs, or whoſe enthuſiaſtick ſecurity of. 
His approbation places them 'above external ordi- | 
nances, and all human means of improvement. 


Tor great taſk of him, . his life by 
| the precepts of religion, is to make the future pre- 
| dominate. over the. preſent, to impreſs. upon his 
mind fo ſtrong a ſenſe of the importance of obe- 
dience to the divine will, of the value of the re- 
ward promiſed to virtue. and the terrors of the pu- 
niſhment denounced againſt crimes, as may over- 
dear all the temptations Which temporal hope or 
ſear can bring in his way, and enable him to bid: 
| equal defiance to joy and forrow, to turn away at 
one time from the alurements of 2 and. : 


ſents our 
à a military life; for we are placed 


conſcience, which things neceſſary muſt always have 
: over things choſen, Wy they have likewiſe a kind of 
—— We feared pain much. 

earlier than we 

+ lighted with the fe 
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Ir bai ales adi. that the apoſtle repre- 
paſſage through this ſtage of our exiſtence 
by images drawn-from the alarms and ſolicitude of 
in ſuch a ſtate, 
thing about us conſpires againſt 


that almoſt every 


our edict toad. We are in danger from what- 
ever can get 


of our thoughts ; all that can 
or en has a tendency 


excite in us either pain 
3 


| Ovn ſenſes, our a and our 


our lawful and faith _ in moſt — thor 
relate ſolely to this life ; and, therefore, by the hour- 
P neceſſity of conſulting them, we gradually fink 
into an implicit — and habitual lanes. 1 i 
Every act of compliance with their motions facili- | 
tates a ſecond compliance, every new ſtep towards | 
_ depravity is made with leſs reluctance than the form- 
= n * 
NN accelerated. 5 


Wee Jene net enle hes aun 3 


rehended guilt, and were de- 
ions of 1 before we had 
to be charmed with the beauty of recti- 
Fo this power, thus early eſtabliſhed,. and. 


1 — increaſing, it muſt be remembered, that 

almoſt every. man has, in ſome part of his hife, ad- 

ded new ſlr by a voluntary - 
tion of himſelf ; for who is there that has not in- 
ſtigated his a ppetites by indulgence, or ſuffered them | 
: dy a= ag neutrality to. enlarge _ domi- | 
g mon, and 2 thei demands? 8 


or negligent ſubjec - 


No 

E 

_ cult 
gau 

_ 
vou 
2 
ſon 
ent 

of 

or 


to happineſs, and ei- 
. ay Inary- 1 
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aon the neceſſity of dif) the ſenſitive fa- 

| culties of the influence which they muſt-naturally 
gain by this preoccupation of the ſoul, ariſes that 
conflict between oppoſite defires, in the firſt endea- 


altically it may ve been deſcribed, or however 


contemptuouſly ridiculed, *will naturally be felt iv 
ſome degree, though varied without end, by differ- 


ent tempers of mind, and innumerable circumſtances 


of health or condition, greater or leſs fervour, more 5 


or fewer temptations to relapſe. 


| From the perpetual neceſſity of eonſulting the 
animal faculties, in our proviſion for the preſent 
life, ariſes the difficulty of withſtanding their im- 


pulſes, even in caſes where they ought to be of no 


weight; for the motions of ſenſe are inſtantaneous, 
its objects ſtrike unſought, we are accuſtomed to 
follow its directions, therefore oſten ſubmit ta 

* the ſentence without examining the authority of the 


Tus it appears, upon a philoſophical eſtimate; 

# that, ſuppoſing the mind, at any certain time, in an 
cequipoiſe between the pleaſures of this life, and the 
— objects falling more fre- 

quently into the ſcale would in time preponderate, 


hopes of futurity, 
and that our regard for an inviſible ſtate would gr 


every moment weaker, till at laſt it would loſe all 5 
its activity, and become abſolutely without effect. 


Too prevent this dreadful event, the balance is 
put into our own hands, and we have power to 
transfer the weight to either fide. The motives ta 
' alife of holineſs are infinite, not Teſs than the fa- 

_ your or anger of omnipotence, not leſs than eter- 

nity of happineſs or miſery. But theſe can only in- 

fence our conduct as they gain our attention, which 
the world are always 


Fug 


the buſineſs, or diverſions, of 


. 


calling off by contrary attractions. 


yaurs after a —_— life; which, however enthuſi - 


: 
1 
| 
| 
| 


3 


influence 
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Tar great art therefore of piety, and the end for 


which all the rites of religion ſeem to be inſtituted, 


is the perpetual renovation of the motives to virtue, 


by a voluntary employment of our mind in the con- 
templation of its excellence, its importance, and its 
neceſſity, which, in proportion as they are more fre- 


quently and more willingly revolved, gain a more 
ible and p influence, till in time they : 

ideas, the ſtanding principles of 

action, and the teſt by which every ching 1 — 


5 the judgment i is ** or approved. 


| To facilitate this change of our affections, it. is 
that we weaken the temptations of the 
world, by retiring at certain ſeaſons from it ; for its 
only from its preſence, is much leſ- 
omes the object of ſolitary medi- 


ſened when it 


tation. A conſtant ref dence amidft noiſe and plea- 


ſure inevitably Opliterates the impreſſions of piety, 


and a frequent abſtraction of ourſelves into a : 

where this lift like the next, operates only upon the F 
reaſon, wil! reinſtate religion in its juſt authority, 
even without thoie irradiations from above, the hope 
of which I have yet no intention to 2 from 
„ the fiacere and the diligeat. | 


Tm bs es acaquetd af the wands. and. of eup | 
en which has been always conſidered as the per- 


| feciion of human nature; and this is only to be ob- 


tained by ſervent prayer, fleady reſolutions, and fre- 


quent retirement from folly and vanity, from the 
cares of ayarice, and the joys of intemperance, from 
the lulling ſounds of deceitful flattery, and the _ SY 
mg "ow of 8 wickednels. . Y 


hw 
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| Nuns. 8. SATURDaY, April 14, 1750. 


Traun, N, peecardi fh woluntas ; 0 
e 5 
Factłi crimen habe, Jov. 
For he that but conceives a crime in 5 
5 Contracts the danger of an aQual fault, | Caxnnen, 


TF the moſt active and induſtrious of candied was 
able, at the cloſe of life, to recolle& diſtinctiy 
his paſt moments, and diſtribute them, in a — — 8 
account, according to the manner in which they have 
been ſpent, it is ſcarcely to be imagined how few 
would be marked out to the mind, by any permanent 
_ or viſible effects, how ſmall a proportion his real action 


would bear to his ſeeming poſſibilities of action, how 


many chaſms he would find of wide and continued va- 
cuity, and how many interſtitial ſpaces unfilled, even 
in the moſt tumultuous hurries of bufineſs, and the 8 
moſt eager vekemence of perſuit. iS : 


Ir is ſaid by modern philoſophers, that _ Fr 


2" great globes of matter are thinly ſcattered thro' | 


the univerſe, but the hardeſt bodies are ſo porous 
that, if all matter were compreſſed to perfect ſoli- 


= dity, it might be contained in a cube of a few feet. 


In like manner, if all the employment of life were 
crowded into the time which it really occupied, : 
| haps a few weeks, days, or hours, would be "I 

cient for its accompliſhment, fo far as the mind was 
engaged in the performance. For ſuch is the ine- 
| quality of our corporeal to our intellectual faculties, 
chat we contrive in minutes what we execute in 
: years, and the ſoul often ſtands an idle ſpectator of 
1 the labour of the hands, and expedition of the feet. 


1 „ be the antient generals een nn 

themſelves at leifure to perſue the ſtudy of philoſo- 
: y whe camp; .. 
2 * 


| tions for battle. 


can only think. 
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city, makes Cæſar relate of himſelf, that he noted 
the revolutions of the ſtars in the midſt * 


- "oo 


ä 
 Sideribus, clique plais, ſuperiſque vocavi. 


Amid the ſtorms of war, with curious eyes 
6— CE TLy 06: | 


Tnuar the ſoul always exerts her peculiar powers, 


with greater or leſs force, is very probable, though 

| the common occaſions of our 
aquire but a fmall of that mceſſant cogitation ; 
and by the | frame of our bodies, and gene- 
ral * of the world, we are ſo frequently 
condemned to inactivity, that as through all our time 


t condition re- 


we are thinking, — — 


Lrer a power ſo refileſs ſhould be eicher unpro- 


— fitably, or hurtfully employed, and the ſuperfluities 


of intelle& run to waſte, it is no vain ſpeculation 


d conſider how we may govern our thoughts, re- 


ſtrain them from irregular motions, or „ then 
from boundleſs — 


How the underſtanding i is beſt conducted to the 


knowledge of ſcience, by what ſteps it is to be led 
forwards in its perſuit, how it is to be cured of its 
defects, and habituated to new ſtudies, has been the 


zaquiry of many acute and learned men, whoſe ob- 
ſervations I ſhall not either adopt or cenſure ; 


purpoſe being to conſider the moral diſcipline of — = 
mind, and to promote the — of virtue rather 1 
chan of 3 5 5 „ 


T x1s inquiry ſeems to have deen neglefed for 


want of: remembering that all action has its origin in 
the mind, and that therefore to ſuffer the thoughts 
e 


Ixre- 
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Irregular deſires will produce licentious practices; 
what men allow themſelves to wiſh they will ſoon. 

| believe, and will be at laſt incited to execute what 
they pleaſe themſelves with contriving. 


Fos this reaſon the caſuiſts of the Romiſh church, 
who gain, by confeſſion, great opportunities of 
knowing human nature, have generally determined 
that what it is a crime to do, it is a crime to think. 
| Since by revolving with pleasure, the facility, ſafety 
or advantage of a wicked deed, a man ſoon begins, 
to find his conſtancy relax, and his deteſtation ſoften ;. 
the happineſs of ſucceſs glittering before him, with- 
draws his attention from the atrociouſneſs of the 
guilt, and acts are at laſt confidently perpetrated, of. 
which the firit conception only crept into the mind, 
diſguiſed in pleaſing complications, and permitted 


No man has ever been drawn to crimes, by love 

: or jealouſy, envy or hatred, but he can tell how ea-. 
ply he might at firſt have repelled the temptation, 
bow readily his mind would have obeyed a call to. 
any other object, and how weak his paſhon has been 
after ſome caſual avocation, till he has recalled it. 
again to his heart, and revived the viper by too warm. 


Sven, therefore, is the importance of keeping 
reaſon a conſtant guard over imagination, that 4 . 
have otherwiſe no ſecurity for our own virtue, but 
may corrupt our hearts in the moſt recluſe ſolitude, 
with more pernicious and tyrannical appetites and 
wiſhes, than the commerce of the world will gene- 
rally produce; for we are eafily ſhocked by crimes 
which appear at once in their full magnitude, but 
© the gradual growth of our own wickedneſs, endeared 
by intereſt, and palliated by all the artifices of ſelf- 
deceit, gives us time to form diſtinctions in our 
own favour, and reaſon by degrees ſubmits to _ ; 


the more dangerous, becau 
85 they are concluded | innocent. 
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- dry, as the eye is in time accommodated to dark. 


Is this diſeaſe of the ſoul, it is of the utmoſt im- 
portance to apply remedies at the beginning; and, 
therefore, I ſhall ende «Your to ſhew what thoughts 

| are to be rejected or improved, as they regard the 

paſt. prefent, or future; in hopes that ſome may be 


awakened to caution and vigilance, who, perhaps, 
indulge themſelves in —_— dreams, fo much 


tris T 


of proviſion for the future ; and therefore, in review- | 


ing all occurrences that fall under a religious con- 


_ fideration, it is proper that a man ſtop at the firſt 
thoughts, to remark how he was led thither, and. 
_ why he continues the reflexion. If he is dwelling 27 
with delight upon a ſtratagem of ſecceſsful fraud, a |, 


wight of licentions riot, or an invigue of guilty 


| Pleaſure, let him ſummon off his imagination as from. 
an unlawful perſuit, expel thoſe paſſages from his 
_ remembrance, of which, though be cannot ſeroully 
approve them, the pleaſure overpowers the 


and refer them to 2 future hour, when they may be 


— with greater ſafety. Such an hour will ! 
certainly come; for the impreſſions of paſt pleaſure ' 
_ are always — but the ſenſe of * 2 : 
* futurity, continues the ſame. | 


| Tus — and impartial l our con- 
duct is indiſputably neceſſary to the confirmation or 
recovery of virtue, and is, therefore, recommended 
under the name of ſelf. examination, by divines, as 
the firſt act previous to repentance. It is, indeed, 
of ſo great uſe, that without it we ſhould always be 
to begin life, be ſeduced for ever by the ſame al- 
lurements, and miſled by the fame fallacies. But 
in | order that we may not toſs the advantage of our | 


Expe- - 


being Fu _ dream, V 


2388 


graz 
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ience, we muſt endeavour to ſee every thing in 

its proper form, and excite in ourſelves thoſe ſenti- 

ments which the great author of nature has decreed 
the concomitants or followers of good or bad actions. 


M- unvor NM ir pupae morodifac)as, 
a IIei Tw? „uten 4. Teis bxarov erence 
. mm agi; Th 9 beit; Ti {40% dio 2x rie 5 
Accs e & ano were imitili* ny prerimura, 
AuAG por) inen ag, trier, Xenre &, rigwu. 
Loet not ſleep, ſays Pythagoras, fall upon thy eyes till 
thou haſt thrice reviewed the tranſactions of the paſt 
. Where have I turned afide from reftitude ? 
What have I been doing? What have I left undone, 
which I ought to have done? Begin thus from the firſt 
at, and proceed; and in concluſion, at the ill which 
thou haſt done be troubled, and rejoice for the good. 


' Ova thoughts on preſent things being determ ined 
dy the objects before us, fall 2 thoſe indul- 
es, or excurſions, which I am now conſidering. 


t I cannot forbear, under this head, to caution 


' pious and tender minds, that are diſturbed by the ir 
| Fuptions of wicked imaginations, againſt too great 
deßjection, and too anxious alarms ; for thoughts are 
|| enly criminal, when they are firſt chofen, and then 
i voluntarily continued. | Lp og ons 
3 Evil into the mind of god or mann 
May come and go, fo unapprov'd, and leave 
1 No fpot er flain behind. . 8 
I! futurity chiefly are the ſnares lodged, by which 


* the imagination is intangled. Futurity is the pro- 


per abode of hope and fear, with all their train and 
progeny of ſubordinate apprehenſions and deſues. 
In ſuturity events and chances are yet floating at 
large, without apparent connexion with their cauſes, 
and we therefore eaſily indulge the liberty of grati- 
ting ourſelves with a pleaſing choice. To pick and 
_ cull among poſſible advantages is, as the civil law 
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terms it, in vacuum wvenire, to take what belongs ta | 


nobody ; but it has this hazard in it, that we ſhall 
be unwilling to quit what we have ſeized, though an 
owner mould be found. It is eaſy to think on that 


which may be gained, till at Jaſt we reſolve to gain 


it, and to image the happineſs of particular conditi- 
ons till we can be eaſy in no other. 
 leaft, to let our defires fix upon nothing in another's 

power for the ſake of our quiet, or in another's poſ- 
ſeſſion for the ſake of our innocence. When a man 
' finds himſelf led, though by a train of honeſt ſenti- 


ments, to a wiſh for that to which he has no right, | 
he ſhould ſtart back as from a pitfal covered with | 


flowers, He that fancies he ſhould benefit the pub- 
lick more in a great ſtation than the man that fills it, 


will in time imagine it an act of virtue to ſupplant Þ 
oſition readily kindles into hatred, f 
his eagerneſs to do that good, to which he is nat 
called, will betray him to crimes, which in his ori. 


him; and, as o 


ginal ſcheme were never pur poſed. 


| He therefore that would govern his actions by the | | 
laws of virtue, muſt regulate his thoughts by thoſe | 
of reaſon ; he muſt keep guilt from the receſles of } 


We ought, at 


his heart, and remember that the pleaſures of fancy), 3 


and the emotions of defire are more dangerous as | 

y are more hidden, ſince they eſcape the awe of * 
oblervaticn, and operate equally in every ſituation, 
without the concurrence of external opportunities. 


Nun. 9. Tvtsbar, April 17, 1750. 
| Quod fs offs welis, nibilque n.. aa. 


f T is juſtly remarked by Horace, that, howſoever | 85 
every man may complain occaſionally of the hard- | 
ſhips of his condition, he is ſeldom willing to n BD 
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for any other on the ſame level: for whether it be 
that he, who follows an employment, made Ehoice 
of it at firt on account of its ſuitableneſs to his in- 
elination; or that when accident, or the determina- 
tion of others, have placed him in a particular ſtation, 
he, by endeavouring to reconcile himſelf to it, gets 
the cuſtom of viewing it only on the faireſt ſide; 
or whether every man thinks that claſs to which he 
belongs the molt illuſtrious, merely becauſe he has 
honoured it with his name; it is certain that, what- 
ever be tie reaſon, moſt men have a very ſtrong and 
active prejudice in favour of their own vocation, al- 
ways working upon their minds, and influencing 
) wu. | 5 


Tus partiality is ſufficiently viſible in every rank 
quently and with greater force among thoſe who 


have never learned to conceal their ſentiments for 
© * teaſons of policy, or to model their exprefiions by 


the laws of politeneſs ; and therefore the chief con- 


| teſts of wit among artificers and handicraftſmen 
| ariſe from a mutual endeavour to exalt one trade by 


' Fapu the ſame principle are derived many con- 
ſolations to alleviate the inconveniences to which 


erery calling is peculiarly expoſed. A blackſmith 


* was lately pleaſing himſelf at his anvil, with ob- 
ſerving that, though his trade was hot and ſooty, 
laborious and unhealthy, yet he had the honour of 
| hving by his hammer, he got his bread like a man, 
_ and if his ſon ſhould riſe in the world, and keep 
| his coach, no body could reproach him that his fa- 
> ther was a taylor. mr en 


A Max, truly zealous for his fraternity, is never 
;o irreſiſtibly flattered, as when ſome rival calling 
is mentioned with contempt. Upon this principle 
24 linen-draper boaſted that he had got a new cuſto- | 


of the human ſpecies ; but it exerts itſelf more fre- 
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mer, whom he could ſafely truſt, for he could have | 


no doubt of his honeſty, ſince it was ):nown, from 


unqueſtionable authority, that he was now filing a4 
bill in chancery to delay payment for the cloaths | 


which he had worn the laſt ſeven years; and he 


himſelf had heard him declare, in a publick coffee. 
houſe, that he looked upon the whole generation of | 
woollen-drapers to be ſuch deſpicable wretches, that 


no gentleman ought to pay them. 


Ix has been obſerved that phyſicians and lawyers 
are no friends to religion; and many conjectures | 
have been formed to diſcover the reaſonof ſucha com- | 
bination between men who agree in nothing elſe, and 
Who ſeem leſs to be affected, in their own provinces, | 
by religious opinions, than any other part of the 
community. The truth is, very few of them have | 
thought about religion; but they have all ſeen a! 
parſon, ſeen him in a habit different from their own, 
and therefore declared war againſt him. A young | 
ſtudent from the inns of court, who has often attack. | 
ed the curate of his father's pariſh with ſuch argu- 
ments as his acquaintances could furniſh, and returned 
to town without ſucceſs, is now gone down with a 
_ reſolution to deſtroy him; for he has learned at laſt 


how to manage a prig, and if he pretends to hold 


| him again to ſyllogiſm, he has a catch in reſerve, | 
- which neither logic nor metaphyſics can reſiſt. 


- © laugh to think how your unſhaken Cato 


Tux malignity of ſoldiers and failors againſt -eack | 

_ other has been often experienced at the coſt of their 
country; and, perhaps, no orders of men have an 
enmity of more acrimony, or longer continuance. 
When, apon our fate ſucceſſes at fea, fome new re- 
gulations were concerted for eſtabliſhing the rank of 
the naval commanders, a captain of foot very acutely 
remarked, that nothing was more abſard than to give 


-: 2 as; wh ee at mpg 2 = 28 = = = 509. 
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honorary rewards to ſeamen, . for honour, ſays 


* ought only to be won by bravery, and all 


« the world knows that in a ſea-fight there is no 


4 danger, and therefore no evidence of courage. 


Zur although this general deſire of aggrandizing 


themſelves by raiſing their profeſſion, betrays men to 
athouſand ridiculous and miſchievous acts of ſupplan- 


tation and detraction, yet as almoſt all paſſions have 


their good as well as bad effects, it likewiſe excites 


4 and ſometimes raiſes an honeſt and uſe- 


ful emulation of diligence. It may be obſerved in 


general that no trade had ever reached the excellence 


to which it is now improved, had its profeſſors looked 


upon it with the eyes of indifferent ſpectators; the 
vances, from the firſt rude eflays, muſt have been 
made by men who valued themſelves for perform- 


ances, for which ſcarce any other would be per- 


ſuaded to eſteem them. 


| Nt is pleaſing to contemplate a manufacture riſing 
gradually from its firſt mean {tate by the ſucceſſive 
labours of innumerable minds; to conſider the firit 


hollow trunk of an oak, in which, perhaps, the 
ſhepherd could ſcarce venture to croſs a brook ſwel- 


led with a ſhower, enlarged at laſt into a ſhip of 


war, attacking fortreſſes, terrifying nations, ſetting 
ſtorms and billows at defiance, and viſiting the re- 
moteſt parts of the globe. And it might contribute 
to diſpoſe us to a kinder regard for the labours of 
one another, if we were to confider from what un- 


promiſing beginnings the moſt uſeful productions of 


art have probably ariſen. Who, when he ſaw the 
firſt ſand or aſhes, by a caſual intenſeneſs of heat 


_ melted into a metalline form, rugged with excre- 
| feences, and clouded with — . would have 
imagined, that in this ſhapeleſs 

ſo many conveniencies of life, as would in time con- 


lamp lay concealed 
ftitute a great part of the happineſs of the world? 


| Yet by fome ſuch fortuitous liquefaction was man- 


kind 
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kind t to procure a body at once in a high de- 
gree ſolid and tranſparent, which might admit the 
light of the fun, and exclude the violence of the 
wind; which might extend the fight of the philoſo- 


| Pher to new ranges of exiſtence, and charm him at 
one time with the unbounded extent of the material 
creation, and at another with the endleſs ſubordina- 
tion of animal life; and, what is yet of more import- 
ance, might ſupply the decays of nature, and ſuc- 


cour old age with ſubſidiary fight. Thus was the 
firſt artificer in glaſs employed, though without his 


own knowledge or expectation. He was facilitating 
and prolonging the enjoyment of light, enlarging 
the avenues of ſcience, and conferring the highelt 


and moſt laſting pleaſures ; he was enabling the ſtu- 
dent to contemplate nature, and the beauty to be- 


hold herſelf. 


Tuis paſſion for the honour of a profeſſion, like 
that for the grandeur of our own country, is to be 
regulated not extinguiſhed. Every man, from the | 
higheſt to the loweſt ſtation, ought to warm his 
heart and animate his endeavours with the hopes 
of being uſeful to the world, by advancing the art 
which it is his lot to exerciſe; and for that end he 
muſt neceſſarily conſider the whole extent of its ap- 
_ plication, and the whole weight of its importance. 
But let him not too readily imagine that another is 


ill employed, becauſe, for want of fuller knowledge 
of his buſineſs, he is net able to comprehend its 
dignity. Every man ought to endeavour at emi- 


| nence, not by pulling others down, but by raiſing 

himſelf, and enjoy the pleaſure of his own ſuperio- 
rity, whether imaginary er real, without interrupt- 
ing Others in the {ame felicity. The philoſopher 
may very juſtly be delighted with the extent of his 
views, and the artificer with the readineſs of as Þ 
hands; but let the one remember, that, without me- 
| chanical performances, refined ſpeculation is an 
empty dream, and the other, that, without theo- 


retical 
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retical reaſoning, — is little more than a 
brute inſtinet. 


Fre rere eee, 
Nuns. 10. SATURDAY, — 21, 1750. 


| Poſthabgy tamen illorum mea ſeria Lads, Vine, 
For trifling ſports I quitted grave affairs. 


HE number of correſpondents which ad; 

| every day upon me, ſhews that my paper is at 
lend diſtinguithed from the common productions of 
the preſs. It is no leſs a proof of eminence to have 
many enemies than many friends, and I look upon 
every letter, whether it contains encomiums, or re- 
proaches, as an equal atteſtation of riſing credit. 

The only pain, which I can feel from my correſ- 
pondence, 1s the fear of diſguſting thoſe, whole let- 
ters I ſhall neglect; and, therefore, I take this op - 


portunity of reminding them, that in diſapproving 
their attempts whenever it may happen, I only re- 
turn the treatment, which I often receive. Beſides, 


many particular motives influence a writer, known 
only to himſelf, or his private friends; and it may 
be juſtly concluded, that, not all letters which ar& 


poſtponed are rejected, nor all chat are e rejected, 8 


tically condemned. 


Havixe thus * my heart of the ds appre- 
henſion that ſat heavy on it, I can pleaſe myſelf 
with the candour of Benevolus, who encourages me 
to proceed, without ſinking under the anger of Flir- 


tilla, who quarrels with me for being old and ugly, 


and for wanting both activity of body, and ſpright- 
lineſs of mind; feeds her monkey with my lucubra- 
tions, and refuſes any reconciliation, till I have ap- 
peared in vindication of maſquerades. That ſhe may 
not however imagine me without ſupport, and left. 
to reſt wholly upon — I ſhall now 
Vor. 1, D 5 * 
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publiſh ſome letters, which I have received from 
men as well dreſſed, and as handſome, as her fa. 
vourite ; and others from ladies, whom I ſincerely 
believe as young, as rich, as gay, as pretty. as faſhion- 
8 and as often toaſted and treated as her felt. 


00 SET of candid readers ſend cheir refpetls 

* to the Rambler, and acknowledge his merit 

« in fo well beginning a work that may be of pub- | 
„lick benefit. Put, ſuperior as his genius is to 
* the impertinences of a trifling age, they cannot 


* help a wiſh, that he would "condeſcend to the 15 


„ Meakneſs of minds loftened by perpenat amuſe. 
« ments, and now and then throw in, like his pre- 
08 deceſſor, ſome Pape: rs of a gay and humorous 
„turn. Too fair a feld now lies open, with too 
40 plentiful a harveſt of follies ! let the chearful 
Thalia put in ker ſick le, and. finging at her work, ; 
66 _ her Hair with red and bluc. . | 


* 5 2 ADY ſends has compliments th "a | 


we Rambler, and defires to know, by what 
* other name ſhe may direct to him; what are his 
4 ſet of friends, his amuſements ; what his way of 

« thinking, wich regard to the * ing world, and its 

* ways ; in mort, whether he i, a perſon now alive, 

and in town ? If he be, ſhe will do herſelf the 

„„ honour to write to him prett y often, and hopes, 
« from time to time, to be the better for his advice 

« and animadverſions; for his animadverſians on 

* her neighbours at leaſt. But, if he is a niere et- 
_« ſayift, and troubles not hin ſelf with the manners 
of the age, ſhe is forry to tell him, that even the 


genius and correctneſs of an Aga on will not re- 1 


0 Cure him from neglect = 


No man is s fo ck abſtracted from common « bf; 

as not to feel a particular pleaſure from the regard 

of the ſemale world; the candid writers of the firſt 
billet will not be of Fended, that wy haſte to . 5 
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a lady has hurried their addreſs too ſoon out of my 
mind, and that I refer them for a reply to ſome fu- 
ture paper, in crder to tell this curious inquirer after 
my other name, the anſwer of a philoſopher to a 
wan, who, meeting him in the ſtreet, deſired to fre 
what he carried under his cloak; I carry it there, 
ſays he, twat you may nat fee it. But, though ſhe is 
never to know my name, ſhe may often ice my face; 
for I am of her opinion, that a diurnal writer ought 
to view the world, and that he Who neglects his co- 
tem poraries, may be, with juſtice, neglected by 
„ „5 e 5 


IJ AD Racket ſends compliments to the 
Rambler. and lets him know, ſhe tall have 
cards at her houſe, every Sunday, the remainder 
of the ſeaſon, where te wili be ſure of meeting 
all the good company in town. By this means the 
hopes to ſce his papers interſperſed with living 
characters. She longs to ſec the torch of truth 
produced at an ailembly, and to admire the 
charming luilre it will throw on the jewels, com- 
+ plexions, and behaviour of every dear creature 
6d 88 „„ 


Ic is a rule with me to receive every offer with 
the fame civility as it is made; and, therefore, 
though lady Racket may have had ſome reaſon to 
- guvuls, chat 1 ſeldom frequent card- tables on Sundays, 
I ſhall not inſiſt upon an exception, which may to 
her appear cx ſo little force. My buſineis has been 
to view, as opportunity was offered, every place in 
which mankind was to be ſcen; but at card tables, 
however brilliant, I have always thought my viſit 
loſt, for I could know nothing of the company, but 
their cloaths and their faces. I ſaw their looks 
clouded at the beginning of every game with an 
uniform ſolicitude, now and then in its progreſs va- 
ried with a ſhort triumph, at one time wrinkled 
with cunning, at un deadned with deſpondency. 
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or by accident fluſhed with rage at the unſkilful or 
unlucky play of a partner From ſuch aſſem blies, 
in whatever humovr happened to enter them, I 


was quickly forced to retire ; they were tho 4 


for me, when 1 was grave, and too dul, when 
Was chearful. . e 


1 ver I cannot but value myſelf upon this | token 
of regard from a lady, who is not afraid to ſtand 


before the torch of truth. Let her rot however 
conſult her curiofity, more than her prudence ; but 
reflect a moment on the fate of Semele, who might 
have lived the favourite of Jupiter, if tne could have 


been content without his thunder. It is dangerous. 


for mortal beauty, or terreſtrial virtue, to be cxa- 
mined by too ftrung a light. The torch of truth 
| ſhows much that we cannot, and all that we would 


not ſee. In a face dimpled with ſmiles, it has often 
diſcovered malevolence and envy, and detected, 


* 
| 
- 
* 
| 


under jewels and brocade, the frightiul forms of 


| Poverty and diſtreſs. A fine hand of cards have 


cChanged before it into a thouſand ſpectres of ſick- 
neſs, miſery, and vexation ; and immente ſums of 
money, while the winner counted them with tranſ- 


port, have at the firit glimpſe of this unwelcome 
luſtre vaniſhed from before him. If her ladyſhip 
therefore deſigns to continue her aſſembly, I would 


adviſe her to ſhun ſuch dangerous experiments, to 


_ ſatisfy herſelf with common appeararces, and to 


light up her apartments rather with myrtle than 


the torch of truth. 


the author of . the Rambler, and will be 


. very willing to aſfiſt him in his work, but is ſadly 


afraid of being diſcouraged by having his firſt 
_ < effay rejected, a diſgrace he has wofully experi- 

* enced in every offer he had made of it to every 
* new writer of every new paper; but he comforts 


* himſelf by thinking, without vanity, that this 


0; A MODEST young man ſends his ſervice to 


N 


& 


>» 


- a 


66 


(> 
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* has been from a peculiar favour of the mules, 
% who {aved his performance from being buried in 
« traſh, and reſerved it to appear with luftre in the 
« Rambler.” | = 
Ju equally a friend to modeſty and enterprize ; 
and therefore ſhall think it an honour to correſpond 
with a young man who poſieſies both in ſo eminent 
a degree. Youth is, indeed, the time in which theſe 
qualities ought chiefly to be found; modeſty ſuits 
well with inexperience, and enterprize with health 
and vigour, and an extenſive proſpect of life. One 


. of my predeceffors has juſtly obſerved, that, though 
madeſty has an amiable and winning appearance, it 


ought not to hinder the exertion of the active pow- 


ers, but that a man ſhould ſhow under his bluſhes a 


latent reſolution. This point of perfection, nice as 
it o, my correſpondent ſeems to have attained. That 
he is modeſt, his own declaration may evince; and, 
I think, the latent reſolution may be diſcovered in 
his letter by an acute obſerver. I will adviſe him, 
ſince he ſo well deſerves my precepts, not to be diſ= 
couraged, though the Rambler ſhould prove equally = 


* envious, or taſteleſs, with the reſt of this fraternity. 


If his paper is refuſed, the preſſes of England are 
open, let him try the judgment of the public. If, 
as it has ſometimes happened in general combi- 
nations againſt merit, he cannot perſuade the world 
to buy his works, he may preſent them to his friends; 
and if his friends are ſeized with the epidemical in- 
fatuation, and cannot find his genius, or will not 
confeſs it, let him then refer his cauſe to poſterity, 


; and reſerve his L:bours for a wiſer age. 


Tuvus have I diſpatched ſome of my correſpond- 
ents, in the uſual manner, with fair words, and ge- 
neral civility. But to Flirtilla, the gay Flirtilla, 

what ſhall | reply? Unable as I am to fly, at her 
command, over land and ſeas, or to ſupply her, from 

he faſhions of Paris, or the in- 


week to week, with t 


— —ͤ— — — — . 
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trigues of Madrid, I am yet not willing to incur 
her further diſpleaſure, and would ſave my papers 


from her monkey on any reaſonable terms. By 


what propitiation, therefore, may I atone for my 
former gravity, and open, without trembling, the 


future letters of this ſprightly perſecutar? To write 


in defence of maſquerades is no eaſy taſk ; yet {ome-_ 


thing difficult and daring may well be required, as 
the price of fo important an approbation. I there- 


fore conſulted, in this great emergency, a man of 


high reputation in gay life, who having added, to 


his other accompliſhments, no mean proficiency in 
the minute philoſophy, after the fifth peruial of 
| Her letter, broke out with rapture into theſe words: 
And can you, Mr. Rambler, ſtand out againſt this 


* charming creature ? Let her know, at leait, that 


from this moment Nigrinus devotes his life and 


his labours to her ſervice. Is there any ſtubborn 


and the molt amiable of mankind ? Behold, Flir- 


s 
* 
© prejudice of education, that ſtands between thee 
s 
* 
s 


© tilla, at thy feet, a man grown grey in the ſtudy. 


* of thoſe noble arts, by which right and wrong 


may be confounded; by which reaſon may be 
_ © blinded, when we have a mind to eſcape from 
her inſpection ; and caprice and appetite inſtated 


o 
in uncontroulled command, and boundleſs domi— 


certainty of ſucceſs, in vindication of an eyvter- 
tainment, which in an inſtant gives confidence to 


entertainment where the vigtilance of jenlouſ 


has fo often been eluded, and the virgin is ſet free 
from the neceſſity of languiſhing in ſilence; where 
all the outwourxs of chaility are at once demo- 
© iſhed ; where the heart is laid open without a 
_* bluſh ; where baihfulneſs may ſurvive virtue, and 


no wiln is cruſh'd under the frown of modeſty. 


Far weaker influence than Vlirtlla's might gain 
over an advocate for ſuch amuſements. It was 
declared by Pompey, that, if the common wealth 


* was 


nion! Such a caſuiſt may ſurely engage, with 


the timorous, and kindles ardour in the cold; an 


r —— 


* 0 


ay. . 
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was viclated, he could ſtamp with his foot, and 
* raiſe an army out of the ground; if the rights of 
pleaſure are again invaded, let but Flirtilla crack 


her fan, neither pens, nor ſwords, {hall be want 
ing at the ſummons ; the wit and the colonel ſhall 
march out at her command, and neither law nor 
" reaſon ſhall ſtand defore us. 
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Pon | Dind, 2 non adytis PROS 
 Prrtrm acer tum incola Pythiuc, 
Non Liber 7 42, non acuta 
Sic geminant Corybantes ara, 
Trafes ut ir. — — — — — 


Hor. % 


ret O! remember, nor the god of vine, 
Nor Pythian Płæbus from his inmoſt ſhrine, 
Nor /indymene, nor her prieſts poſſeſt, 
Can with their founding — ſhake the breaſt, 
| Like furious anger, FRANCIS, 


H E ks os Pl of Corinth, one 
of tie {even ſages of Greece, leſt as a me- 
morial of his knowledge W228 ben aero ence was h 


rare, Be maſter of ty argen. Fe confidered anger 


as the great diſturber of human LE the chief enemy 


both of publ.ck happiness and private tranquillity, 


and thought that he could not lay on potterity a 
ſtronger obligation to reverence 4 Memory, than 
by leaving them a ſalutary caution ag ainſt chis out- 


rageous | Paſkon, | 


＋0 whe latitude periander might ex tend the : 
word, the brevity of his precept will fcarce allow 
us £9 conje ecture. From anger, in its full import, 


protracted into malexolence, and exerted in revenge, | 


ariſe, indeed, many of the eviis to which the 1 fe 
of man” i: >\pcled. By anger op? rating upon 
| 7 1 power 


| 
| 
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power are produced the ſubverſion of cities, the 
deſolation of countries, the maſſacre of nations, and 


all thoſe dreadful and aftoniſhing calamities which 


fill the hiſtories of the world, and which could not 
be read at any diſtant point of time, when the paſ- 


ſions ſtand neutral, and every motive and principle 
zs left to its natural force. without ſome doubt of 
| the truth of the relation, did we not ſee the ſame 
cauſes ſtill tending to the ſame effects, and only 
acting with lels vigour for want of the ſame con- 


current opportunitics. 


Bur this a and enormous ſpecies of | 
anger falls not properly under the animadverſion of 


a writer, whoſe chief end is the regulation of com- 


mon life, and whoſe precepts are to recommend 
themſeives by their general uſe. Nor is this eſſay 


intended to expoſe the tragical or fatal effects even 


of private malignity. The anger which I propoſe 
now for my ſubject is ſuch as makes thoſe who in- 
dulge it more troubleſome than formidable, and 
fs them rather with hornets and waſps, than 
with baſiliſks and lions. I have, therefore, pre- 


ran 


fixed a motto, which characteriſes this paſſion, not 


ſo much by the miſchief that it cauſes, as by 0 the : 


noiſe that it utters. 


Tak is in 1 wa a certain Claſs of mor- 


tals, known, and contentedly known, by the' ap- 
pellation of paſſionate men, who imagine themſelves 
entitled by that diſtinction to be provoked on every 


flight occaſion, and to vent their rage in vehe- 


ment and fierce vociferations, ia furious menaces 
and licentious reproaches. Their rage, indeed, for 
the moſt part, fumes away in outcries of injury, 


and proteſtations of vengeance, and ſeldom pro- 


ceeds to actual violence, unleſs a drawer or link- 
boy falls in their way ; but they interrupt the quiet 
of "thok that — to be within the reach of E 


their. 


| 


' 


— 
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their clamours, obſtruct the courſe of converſation, 
and diſturb the enjoyment of ſociety. 


Mn of this kied ave n nes without 


' underſtanding or virtue, and are, therefore, not 


always treated with the ſeverity which their neg- 
lect of the eaſe of all about them might juſtly pro- 
voke; they have obtained a kind of preſcription | 
for their folly, and are conſidered by their compa- 


vions as under a predominant influence that leaves 


them not maſters of their conduct or language, as 
acting without conſciouſneſs, and ruſhing into miſ- 
chief with a miſt before their eyes; they are there- 

fore pitied rather than cenſured, and their ſallies 
are paſſed over as the involuntary blows of a man 
agitated by che ſpaſms of a convulſion. : 


TY ſurely not to be obſerved without indigna- 
tion, that men may be found of minds mean enough 


to be ſatisfied with this treatment; wretches who 


are proud to obtain the privilege of madmen, and 
can, without ſhame, and without regret, conſider 


; themſelves as receiving hourly pardons from their 


'  clemency. 


companions, and giving them continual opportu- 
nities of exerciſing their patience, and boaſting their 


P&ins is undoubtedly the original of anger: but 
pride, like every other paſſion, if it once breaks 
_ looſe from reaſon, counteracts its own purpoſes. A 

paſlonate man, upon the review of his day, will 
have very few gratiſications to offer to his pride, 

when he has conſidered how his outrages were 
cauſed, why they were borne, and in what they are 


likely to end at laſt. 


Taose ſudden burſts of rage generally break out 
upon ſinall occaſions; for life, unhappy as it is, 
cannot ſupply great evils as frequently as the man 
of fire thinks it fit to be enraged ; therefore the firſt 
5 FFV 
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reflection upon his violence muſt ſhow him that he 
is mean enough to be driven from his poſt by every 
petty incident, that he is the mere ſlave of caſualty, 


and that his reaſon and virtue are in che power * 
the wind. | 


Out motive there | is of theſe loud extrav: gan- 
cies, which a man is careful to conceal from others, 
and does not always dilcover to himfclf. He that 


finds knowledge narrow, and his arguments weak, 


and, by co! afequence, his ſuftrage not much re- 
_ garded, is ſometimes in hope of gaining that at- 


tention by his clamours, which he cannot other- 


wiſe obtain, and is pleaſed with remembring that 


at leaſt he made himſelf heard, that he had the 
power to interrupt thoſe whom he could not con- 


| fate, and ſuſpend * deciſion n he could not 
| wide. 1 ; 


Or this kind ; is the * to which many men n give 
way among their ſervants and domeſticks; they 
feel their own ignorance, they ſee their own inſigni- 
ficance, and, therefore, they endeavour, by their 
fury, to fright away contempt from before them, 
when they know it muſt follow them behind, and 
think themſelves eminently maiters, when they fe& 
one tolly tamely complied with, only leit refuſal c 


delay thould N. chem to a greater. 


Tussr temptarions cannot but be owned to have 


ſome force. It is ſo little pleaſing to any man to 


ſee himſelf wholly overlooked in the maſs of things, 


that he may be allowed to try a few expedients for 
Procuri g tome kind cf ſupplemental dignity, and 
| uſe ſome ende avour, to add weight by the violence 


of his temper, to the ligzhtneſs of his cther powers. 


But this has now been long practiſed, and found, 
upon the moſt exact eſtimate, not to produce ad- 
vantages equal to its inconveniencies; for it ap- 
Pes not that a man can oy uproar, temult, and 
5 | _ blaſter, 


. . - 
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bluſter, alter any one's opinion of his underſtand- 
ing, or gain influence except over thoſe whom for- 
| tune or nature have made his dependents. He 
may by a ſteady perſeverance in his ferocity fright 

his children, and harraſs his ſervants, but the reſt 
of the world will look on and laugh; and he will 
have the comfort at Jaſt of thinking, that ke lives 
only to raiſe contempt and hatred, emotions to 
wich wiſdom and virtue would be always unwilling 
yy give occaiion. He has contrived only to make 
_ thoie fear him, whom every reaſonable being is en- 
deavouring to endear by kindneſs, and mutt con- 
tent himſelf with the pleaſure of a triumph obtain- 
ed by trampling on them who could not reſiſt. He 
muſt perceive that the apprehenſion which his pre-- 


* r * 3 5 * ea 
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fence cauſes is not the awe of his virtue, but the 
_ dread of his brutality, and that he has given up 
the felicity of being loved, without gaming the 
honour of bcing reverenced. e 
Bor this is not the only ill conſequence of the 


frequent indulgence of this blultering paſſion, which 
a man, by often calling to his aſſiſtance, will teach, 
in a ſhort time, to intrude before the ſummons, to 
_ ruſh upon him with reſ:itleſs violence, and without 
any previous notice of its approach He will find 
_ himſelf liable to be mflamed at the firſt touch of 
provocation, and unable to retain his reſentment, 
till he has a full conviction of the offence, to pro- 
portion his anger to the cauſe, or to regulate it by 
prudence, or by duty When a man has once ſuf- 
fered his mind to be thus vitiated, he becomes one 
of the molt hateful and unhappy beings. He car 
3 give no ſecurity to himſelf that he (hall not, at the 
next interview, alienate by ſome ſudden tranſport 
his deareſt friend ; or break out, upon tome flight. 
- contradiction, into ſuch terms of rudeneſs as can- 
never be perfectly forgotten. Whoever converſes 
with him lives with the ſuſpicion and ſolicitude of 
_ . man that plays with a _ tiger, always under 
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a neceſſity of watching the moment, in which the 
capricious ſavage ſhall begin to growl. 


Ix is told by Prior, in a panegyrick on the 


duke of Dorſet, that his ſervants uſed to put them- = 


ſelves in his way when he was angry, becauſe he 


was ſure to recompenſe them for ary indignities 
which he made them ſuffer. This is the round of 
a2 a paſſionate man's life; he contracts debts when he 
is furious, which his virtue, if he has virtue, ob- 
liges him to diſcharge at the return of reafon. 
ö He ſpends his time in outrage and acknowledge- 
ment, injury and reparation. Or, if there be any 
who hardens himſelf in oppreſſion, and juftifes the 
wrong, becauſe he has done it, his inſenſibility can 


make ſmall part of his praiſe, or his bappineſs ; he 


only adds deliberate to haſty folly, aggravates petu- 
lance by contumacy, and deſtroys the only plea 
that he can offer for the tenderneſs and patience of 


 Ysxr, even this degree of depravity we may be 

content to pity, becauſe it ſeldom wants a puniſh- 
ment equal to jts guilt. Nothing is more deſpica- 
ble or more miſerable than the old age of a paſſiogate 


man. When the vigour of youth fails him, and 


huis amuſements pall with frequent repetition, his 
occaſional rage ſinks by decay of ſtrength into pee- 
_ viſhneſs, that peeviſhneſs, for want of novelty and 
variety, becomes habitual ; the world falls off from 
around him, and he is left, as Homer expreſſes it, 
. . x38, to devour his own heart in foli- 


tempt. 


2 
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 —Miſcrum parvä 2 flipe fecilar, ut pudibundes 
: Exercere 3 inter conuivia peſſit.—— 
— — Tu mitis, & acri 
| 45 oarens, poſitogue Per omnia Faſtu, 
Inter ut equates unus numeraris amico, 
0! EEE doces, = amorem queris amando, 
| Lucanus ad IR 


Unlike the ribald whoſe licentious jeſt, 
Pollutes his banquet and inſults his gueſt; 
From wealth and grandeur eaſy to deſcend, 
Thou joy'ſt to loſe the maſter ip the friend: 
We round thy board the cheerful menials ſee, 
Gay with the ſmile of bland equality ; 
No ſocial care the gractous lord diſdains ; | 
Love hae to love, and rev'rence rev'rence gains, 


7 the RAMBLER. 


J you ben to have devoted your dons to 
virtue, I cannot forbear to inform you of one 


| "oY of cruelty, with which the life of a man of 


letters perhaps does not often make him acquaint- 
ed; and which, as it ſeems to produce no other ad- 


vantage to thoſe that practiſe it than a ſhort gratifi- 


cation of thoughtleſs vanity, may become leſs com- 


mon when it has been once expoſed i in its Various | 
forms, and its full magnitude. 


I a: the daughter of a country gentleman, whoſe 


family is numerous, and whoſe eftate, not at firſt 
ſufficient to ſupply us with affluence, has been late- 
ly fo much unpaired by an unſucceſsful lawſuit, 
_ that all the younger children are obliged to try 


ſuch means as their education affords them, for pro- 


auring the neceſſaries of life. Diſtreſs and curioſity 
_ concurred to bring me to London, where I was 
received by a relation with the coldneſs which mis- 
, fostuge * ends. A week, a _ week, [ 


lived 
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lived with my couſin, before the moſt 7 en- 
quiry could procure us the leaſt hopes of a place, 


in which time I was much better qualified to bear 


all the vexations of ſervitude. The firſt two days 


ſhe was content to pity me, and only wiſh'd I had 
not been quite ſo well bred, but people muſt com- 


ply with their circumſtances. This lenity, how- 
ever, was ſoon at an end; and, for the remaining 


part of the week, I heard every hour of the pride 

ef my family, the obſtinacy of my father, and of 
people better born than myſelf that were common 

TO ET: e 


Arx laſt, on Saturday noon, he told me, with 7 


very vilible ſatisfaction, that Mrs. Bombaſine, the 


great ſilk-mercer's lady, wanted a maid, and a fine 


place it would be, for there would be nothing to 


do but to clean my miſtreſs's room, get up her li- 
nen, dreſs the young ladies, wait at tea in the | 
morning, take care of a little miſs juſt come from 
nurſe, and then fit down to my needle. But ma- 


dam was a woman of great ſpirit, and would not 


de contradicted, and therefore I ſhould take care, 
| for good places were not eaſily to be got. * 


WIiIr theſe cautions, I waited on madam Bom 

baſine, of whom the firſt fight gave me no raviſh- 
Ing ideas. She was two yards round the waiſt, her 
voice was at once loud ard ſqueaking, and her 


face brought to my mind the picture of the full- 
moon. Are you the young woman, ſays ſhe, that 


are come to offer yourſelf? It is ftrange when 
people of ſubſtance want a ſervant, how toon it is 
the town-talk. But they know they ſhall have a 
belly- full that live with me. Net like people at 
the other end of the town, we dine at one o'clock. 
But I never take any body without a character; 
what friends do you come of? I then told her that 
my father was a gentleman, and that we had been 
unfortunate, ——A great misfortune, indeed, to 


coms 


1 
. 
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come to me and have three meals a-day !- 
your father was a gentleman, and you are a gentle- 
woman I ſuppoſe — ſuch gentlewomen !— Madam, [ 
did not mean to claim any exemptions, I only an- 
 ſwered your enquiry---Such gentlewomen ! # 5 — 
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So 


ſhould ſet their children to good trades, and keep 
them off the pariſh. Pray go to the other end of 


| the town, there are gentlewomen, 1t they would pay 


their debts: I am ſure we have loſt enough by 
gentlewomen. Upon this, her broad face grew 


broader with triumph, and I was afraid ſhe would 
have taken me for the pleaſure of continuing her 


infuit ; but happily the next word was, Pray, Mrs 


. gentlewoman, troop down fairs. You may * 


1 pes Ach her. 


T RETURNED od met with a better reception 


from my couſin than I expected; for while I was 
out, ſhe had heard that Mrs Standiſh, whoſe huſ- 
band had lately been raiſed from a clerk in an of- 
fice, to be commiſſioner of the exciſe, * taken a 


fine houſe, and wanted a maid. 


To Mrs Standiſh I went, OY N having wait- 


ed fix hours, was at laſt admitted to the top of tha 
ſtairs, when ſhe came cut of her room, with two of 
her company. There was a ſmell of punch. 80 


young woman, you want a place, whence do you 


come: - From the country, madam.---Yes, they all 
come cut of the country. And what brought you 


to town, a baſtard ? Where do you lodge? At a | 
Seven-Dials? What you never heard of the found- 


Ting houſe ? Upon this, they all laughed ſo cbftre- 


perouſly, that [ took the W of ſneaking 


off 1 in the tumult. 


T THex heard of a place at an elderly lady ; 


She was at cards; but in two hours, I was told, e 
would ſpeak to me. She aſked me if 1 could keep 
an ben, and ordered. me to write. 1 wrote 

| e 
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two lines out of ſome book that lay by her. She 
wonder'd what people meant, to breed up poor 


irls to write at that rate. 1 ſuppoſe, Mrs. Flirt, if 


was to ſee your work, it would be ſine ſtuſf!— 
Vou may walk. I will not have love- letters writ- 


ten from my houſe to every young fellow in the 


ſtreet. 1 


Tuo days after, I went on the ſame perſuit to 
lady Lofty, dreſſed, as 1 was directed, in what 


little ornaments I had, becauſe ſhe had lately got a 
place at court. Upon the firſt ſight of me, ſhe 


turns to the woman that ſhowed me in, Is this the 


lady that wants a place? Pray what place wou'd . 


you have, miſs? a maid of honour's place? Ser- 


vants now a-days !---Madam, I heard you wanted--- 


Wanted what? Somebody finer than myſelf! A 
pretty ſervant indeed -I ſhould be afraid to ſpeak 


do ber I ſuppoſe, Mrs Minx, theſe ſne hands can- 
nat bear wetting— A ſervant indeed! Pray move 
off—1 am reſolved to be the head perſon in this 
 houſe—You are ready dreſs'd, the taverns will be 


open. 


T wur to enquire for the next place in a clean 


| lnen gown, and heard the - ſervant tell his lady, ol 


there was a young woman, but he ſaw ſhe would 
not do. I was brought up however. Are you the 
trollop that has the impudence to come for my place? 


What, you have hired that naſty gown, and are 
come to ſteal a better.— Madam, I have another, 


but being obliged to walk — Then theſe are your 


manners, with your bluſhes and your courteſies, to 
come to me in your worſt gown. Madam, give me 

leave to wait upon you in my other. Wait on ine, 

vou faucy ſlut! Then you are ſure of coming—I_ 


could not let ſu:h a drab come near me---Here, 
you girl that came up with her, bave you touch d 
| her? If you have, wall your hands before you dreſs 


--ME--- _ 
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me. Such trollops! Get you down. What, whim- 
pering? Pray walk. ets” > 


I wenT away with tears; for my couſin had loſt 
all patience. However ſhe told me, that having a 
reſpect for my relations, ſhe was willing to keep 
me out of the ſtreet, and would let me have ano- 

ther week. on i gu 


Tur firſt day of this week I ſaw two places. 
At one I was aſked where I had lived? And upon 


my anſwer, was told by the lady, that people ſhould _ 


_ qualify themſelves in ordinary places, for ſhe 
mould never have done if the was to follow girls 
about. At the other houte, } was a imiking huſly, 
and that ſweet face | might make money of--- For 
her part, it was a rule with her, never to take any 
creature that thought herielf handſome. 


Tue three next days were ſpent in lady Bluffs 


hs entry, where I waited ſix hours every day for the 


_ pleaſure of ſeeing the ſervants peep at me, and go 
away laughing---Madam will ſtrerch her ſmall 


 ſhanks in the entry; ſhe will know the houſe again : 


At Tun-ſet the two firſt days I was told, that my 
lady would ſee me to-morrow ; and on the third, 
. that her woman tad. PRO 


My week was now near its end, and I had no 
hopes of a place. My relation, who always laid 
upon me the blame of every miſcarriage, told me 
that I muſt learn to humble myſelf, and that all 
great ladies had particular ways; that if I went on 

in that manner, ſhe could not tell who would keep 
me; ſhe had known many that had refuſed places, 

ſell their cloaths, and beg in the ſtreets. | 


Irv was to no purpoſe that the refuſal was de- 
clared by me to be never on my ide; | was rea- 


3 ſoning againſt intereſt, and againſt ſtupidity; and 
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therefore I comforted myſelf with the hope of ſuc. 


ceeding better in my next attempt, and went to 


Mrs Courtly, a very fine lady, who had routs at 
Ker houle, and ſaw the beſt company in town. 


Trap not . two 11 hikes I was called 


| vp, and found Mr Courtly and his lady at piquer, 
in the height of good humour. This I looked on 


as a favourable fin, and ſtood at the lower end of 
the room in expectation of the common queſtions, 
Ar laſt Mr Courtly call'd out, after a _ Stand 
facing the light, that one = ſee you chang'd 
my place, and bluſh'd. They frequently turn d 
their eyes upon me, and ſcem'd to diſcover many 
ſubjects of merriment; for at every look they whit: 
per d, and laugn'd with the molt violent aitations 
of deligut At laſt Mr Courtly cricd out, Is that 
colour 3 our own, child? Yes, ſays the lady, if ſhe 


has not robb'd the k;tcivn heath. This was fo 
happy a conceit, tha: it reed the ſtorm of 
laughter, and they threw down their cards in hopes 


of wetter {port. The lady then called me to her, 


and began with an affected gravity to enquire what. 


J could do? But firſt tun abt, and let us ſee your 


fine ape; Well, what are you fit for, Mrs Num? _ 
You wou'd find your tongue, | luppoie, in the 
kitchen. No, no, ſays Vir Court , the girl's a 


good girl yet, but I am aſrait a brick young fel- 
E.. with fine tags on his ſhoulder- — Cone, 
child, bold up your _ ; omg vou have ſtole 
rothing Not yet, fans the lady, but ſhe 
hopes 20 fleal your he: irt qutehiy.—kleie wis 
a laugh of happinets and triamph, protonged by 
the confuſion which could no Tons zer _— At 
Faſt the lay recollected herſelf: Stole? no 


J had her, I mould watch her; for that dow ncaſt 


eye - Why cannot you ok people in the face? 


Steal? favs her hutband, ſne would Rtzal nothing 

but, perhaps, a few ribbands before they were lett 

of by ber! lady. Si r, auly er d . why chould vou, 
i | "Þ 


but if 


P— 7 
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with all her fine ſenie, ide muſt not pretend to be 
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by ſuppoſing me a thief, inſult one from whom you 
had received no injury? Inſult, ſays the lady; are 
you come here to be a ſervant, you ſaucy baggage, 
and talk of inſulting ? What will this world come 


to, if a gentieman may not jeſt with a ſervant? 
Well, ſach ſervants! pray be gone, and fee when 


you will have the honour to be ſo inſulted again. 
Servants inſulted=a fine time.---Inſulted! Get 
down {tairs, you flut, or the footman ſhall inſult 


you. 


Tus laſt day of the laſt week was now coming, 


and my kind couun talked of ſending me down in 


the wagg'n to preſerve me from bad courſes. But 


in the m--rning ſhe came and told me that ſhe had 
one trial more for me; E hemia wanted a maid, 


and perhaps | might c er; for, like me, ſhe 


muſt fall her crett, tf {021 19 lay down her 
chariot upon the loo w formene by bad fe- 
curities, and with a. egen ner neep WB 


every body chat peer to wont if, he cull have. 
little bet hand -:thercore 1. might ter ve her; for, 


* 


nice. 


I wexT immediately, and met at the 1 r 4 


young gentlewoman who told me ſhe had herteif 
been hired that morning, but that ſhe was or'er'd. 
to bring any that offered up flairs. I was acc: rd- 


ingly introduced to Enphemia, who, when came 


in, laid down her book, and told me, that ſae ſent 


for me not to gratify an idle curioh y, but left my 
Ciſappointment might be made ſtill more grating by 
incivility ; that ſhe was in pain to deny any thing, 
much more what waz no favour; that ſhe ſaw no- 
thing in my appearance whica did not make her 
wiſh for my company ; but that another, whoſe 


claims might perhaps be equal, had come before 
me. The thought of being ſo near to ſuch a place, 
and miſting it, brought tears into my eyes, and my 


fob: 1 
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{obs hinder d me from returning my acknowledg- 
ments. She role up confuſed, and ſuppoſing by 


my concern that I was diſtreſſed, placed me by her, 
and made me tell her my ſtory : which when ſhe 


had heard, ſhe put two guineas in my hand, order- | 
iug me to lodge near her, and make ule of her table 


till ſhe could provide for me. 1 am now under her 


| — and kno not how to ſhew my gratitude 


ter than by giving this account to the RauBLEA. 
1 Gs „ 
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Nuns. 13. Tuz5Day, May 1, 1750. 


| Commiſſimque teges & wino tortus & ink. | | Hon. | 


5 And let not wine or anger wreſt 


Th' intruſted ſecret from your breaſt, Fzg AN c 18. | 


1 T is related by Quintus Curtius, that the Perſi⸗- 
ans always conceived an invincible contempt of | 
a man, who had violated the laws of ſecrecy ; for 
they thought, that, however he might be deficient 
in the qualities requiſite to actual excellence, the 
negative virtues at leaſt were in his power, and 
though he perhaps could not ſpeak well if he was 
to try, it was ſtill eaſy for him not to ſpeas. 


Ix forming this opinion of the ealineſs of ſecrecy, 


they ſeem to have conſider d it as oppoled, not to 
_ treachery, but loquacity, and to have conceived the 
man, whom they thus cenſured, not frighted by 

menaces to reveal, or bribed by promites to be- 


tray, but incited by the mere pleaſure of talking, 
or {ome ather motive equally trifling, to lay open 


his heart without reflection, and to let whatever he 
knew ſlip from him, only for want of power to re- 
| tain it. Whether, by their ſettled and avowed 

ſcorn of thoughtleſs talkers, the Perſians were able | 


! , mr 


— nes. ˙ bead nt} *» 


Ne 13 The RAMBLER 6h 


_ to diffuſe to any great extent the virtue of tacitur- 
_ nity, we are hindered by the diſtance of thoſe times 


from being able to diſcover, there being very few 


memoirs remaining of the court of Perlepolis, nor 


any diſtin& accounts handed down to us of their 


office clerks. their ladies of the bed-chamber, their 
attorneys, their chamber- maids, or their footmen. 


| In theſe latter ages, though the old animoſity 


_ againſt a prattler is ſtill retained, it appears who'ly 
to have loſt its effects upon the conduct of mankind; _ 
for ſecrets are ſo ſeldom kept, that it may with 
ſome reaſon be doubted, whether the antients were 

not miſtaken in their firſt poſtulate, whether the 


quality of retention be ſo generally beſtowed, and 
whether a ſecret has not ſome fuvtle volatility, by 
wnich it eſcapes imperceptibly at the ſmalleſt vent, 
or ſome power of fermentation, by which it ex- 
pands itſelf ſo as to burit the heart that will nor 


give it way. 
Tuo r that ſtudy either the body or the mind of 
man, very often find the moſt ſpecious and pleafing 
theory falling under the weight of contrary expe- 


rience ; and inſtead of gratifying their vanity by 


inferring effects from cauſes, they are always re- 
_ duced at laſt to conjecture cauſes from effects. That 


it is eaſy to be ſecret the ſpeculatiſt can demonſtrate 
in his retreat, and therefore thinks himſelf juſti- 
fied in placing confidence; the man of the world 
knows, that, whether difficult or not, it is uncom- 


mon, and therefore finds himſelf rather inclined to 
| ſearch after the reaſon of this univerſal failure in 
dne of the moſt important duties of ſociety. 


Tate vanity of being known to be truſted with a 
ſecret is generally one of the chief motives to diſ- 
cloſe it; for however abfurd it may be thought to 
| boaſt an honour by an act which ſhews that it was 
_ conferred without merit, yet moſt men ſcem rather 


inclined | 


N 
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inclined to confeſs the want of virtue than of im- 
portance, and more willingly ſhew their influence, 


| though at the expence of their probity, than glide 
tkrough life with no other pleaſure than the private 


D 


conſciouſneſs of fidelity ; which, while it 1s pre- 
ſerved, muſt be without praiſe, except from tie 
ſing gle perſon who tries and Knows it, 


Turns are many ways of telling a ſecret, by 


Which a man exempts himſelf from the reproaches 
of his conſcience, and gratities his pride without 
ſuffering himſelf to believe that he impairs his vir- 
tue. He tells the private affairs of his patron, or 


his friend, only to thoſe from whom he would not 


conceal his own ; he tells them to thoſe, who have 
no temptarion to betray the truſt, or with a denun- 
ciation of a certain forteiture of his friendſhip, * 
he diſcovers that ey become — 


Srenwrs are very frequently told! in the "I ar- 
ddur of Kindneſs, or of love, for the ſake of prov- 
ing, by ſo important a ſacrifice, ſincerity, or ten- 
+ derneſs; but with this motive, though it be ſtrong 
in itſelf, vanity concurs, fince every man deſires to 
be moſt eſteemed by thoſe whom he loves, or wich 


whom he converſes, with whom he patles his hour 


of pleaſure, and to whom he reures from bulincls 
7 and from care. 


| Warn the diſcovery of hw; is under conſi- 


deration, there is always a diſtinction carefully to 
be made between our own and thoſe of another; 
thoſe of which we are fully maſters as they aſſect 
only our own intereit, and thoſe which are repoſit- 
ed with us in trutt, and involve the happineſs or 
convenience of ſuch as we have no right to expote 


to hazard. Io tell our own ſecrets is generally 


folly, but that folly is without guilt ; to communi- 
cate owe with wack WE are intruſted is always 
treachery , 


with what ſtreng 
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treachery, and treachery for the moſt part com- 
bined with folly. 


Turret have, inde ed, been ſome enthuſiaſtick and 


irrational zealors for friendſhip, who have main- 
rained, and perhaps believed, that one friend has a 


right to all that is in poſition of another ; and that 
therefore it is a violation of kindneſs to exempt any 
ſecret from this boundleſs confidence. According - 
ly a late female miniſter of ſtate has been ſhamelet; 


enough to inform the world, that ſhe uſed, when 
| ſhe wanted to extract any thing from her ſorereign, 


to remind her of Montaigne 5s reaſoning, who has 


determ ned, that to tell a ſecret to a friend i is no 


breach of fidelity, becauſe the number of perſons 
trutted is not multiplied, a man and his friend be- 
ing virtual! , the lame. 


Tuar fach a fallacy could be 2 impoſed upon any 


human underſtanding, or that an author could have 
advanced a poſition lo reinote from truth and rea- 


ſon, any otherwiſe than as a declaimer, to ſhew to 
what extent he could ſtretch his im agination, and 

5 
| would ſcarcely have been credible, had not chis 
lady kindly ſhewn us how far weakneſs may be de- 


luded, or indolence amaſed. BPuc fince it appears, 


that even this ſophiſtry has bcen able, with the help 


of a ſtrong defire to repoſe in quiet upon the under- 


ſtanding of another, to miilead honeſt intenti ions, 


and an undecſtanding not c e e, it may not 
be ſuperfluous to rem ark, that thoie things which 

are common among friends are only ſuch as either, | 
poſleſſes in his on right, and can alienate or de- 


ſtroy with- ut injury to any other perſon. Without 
this limitation, confidence mult run on without end, 


the ſecond perſon may tell the ſecret to the third 


upon the ſame principle as he received it from the 


fult, and the third may hand it fo ward to a fourth, 
| mw at t laſt it is told in the round of friendihip o 
0 8 „ them | 


th he could preis his principle, 


ůů wv y—_— ——ů 2 ˖ „ 


them from whom it was the firſt intention chiefly to 
conceal it. | | 


Tur confidence which Caius has of the faith- 
fulneſs of Titius is nothing more than an opinion 


which himſelf cannot know to be true, and which 


___ _ Claudius, who firſt teils his ſecret to Caius may 


know to be falſe; and therefore the truſt is trans- 


ferred by Caius, if he reveal what has been told 
him, to one from whom the perſon originally con- 


cerned would have withheld it; and, whatever may 


be the event, Caius has hazarded the happineſs of | 
his friend, without neceſſit) and without permifiion, | 

and has put that truſt in the hand of fortune which 
was given only to virtue. 


Arx the arguments upon which a man who is 
telling the private affairs of another may ground 
bis confidence of ſecurity, he mutt upon reflection 
know to be uncertain, becauſe he finds them with- |. 
out effect upon himſelf, When he is imagining | 
that Titius will be cautious from a regard to his in- 
tereſt, his reputation, or his duty, he ought to re- 
Me that he is himſelf at that inſtant acting in op- 
poſition to all theſe reaſons, and revealing what in- 
_ tereſt, reputation, and duty direct him to canceal. 


Every one feels that in his own caſe he ſhould 
_ conſider the man incapable of truſt, who believed 
Himſelf at liberty to tell whatever he knew to the 
firſt whom he ſhould' conclude deſerving of his con- 
fidence ; therefore Caius, in admitting Titius to 
the affairs imparted only to himſelf, muſt know 
that he violates his faith, ſince he acts contrary to 
the intention of Claudius, to whom that faith was 
given. For r of friendſhip are, like all 
others, uſeleſs 
ſome known ſenſe, adjuſted and acknowledged by 


and vain, unleſs they are made in 


5 I av 
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I am not ignorant that many queſtions may be 
ſtarted relating to the duty of ſecrecy, where the 


affairs are of publick concern; where ſubſequent 


reaſons may ariſe to alter the appearance and na- 


ture of the truſt; that the manner in which the ſe. 
cret was ld may change the degree of obligation; 
and that the principles upon which a man is choſen 
for a confident may not always equally conſtrain 


him. But theſe ſcruples, if not too intricate, are 


of too extenſive conſideration for my preſent pur- 
poſe, nor are they ſuch as generally occur in com- 


mon life; and though caſuiſtical knowledge be uſe- 
ful in proper hands, yet it ought by no means to 


be careleſly expoſed, fince moſt will uſe it rather to 


lull than awaken their own conſciences ; and the 


| threads of reaſoning, on which truth is ſuſpended, 


are frequently drawn to ſuch ſubtility, that common 


eres cannot perceive, and common ſenfibility can- 
not feel them. at ON 


Tu whole doctrine as well as practice of ſecre- 
cy, is ſo perplexing and dangerous, that, next to 
him who is compelled to truſt, I think him unhappy 
who is choſen to be truſted ; for he is often invol- 
ved in ſcruples without the liberty of calling in the 
help of any other underſtanding ; he is frequently 


drawn into guilt, under the appearance of friend- 


thip and honeſty ; and ſometimes ſubjected to ſuſpi- 


ci0n by the treachery of others, who are engaged 


_ without his knowledge in the ſame ſchemes ; for he 


that has one confident has generally more, and 


when he is at laſt betrayed, is in doubt on whom 

| ke ſhall fix the crime. PO Oe "ern 

us rules therefore that I ſhall propoſe concern- 
ing ſecrecy, and from which I think it not ſafe to 


| deviate, without long and exact deliberation, are 


Never to ſolicit the knowledge of a ſecret. Not 


__ willingly, nor without many limitations, to acce} 


{ach confidence when it is offered, When a ſecret 


Vor. I. 15 
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is once admitted, to conſider the truſt as of a very 
high nature, important as ſociety, and ſacred as 
truth, and therefore not to be vio:ated for any inci- 


dental convenience, or flight appearance of contrary — 


| fitneſs. - . 8 | 


abet 


Nuns. 14. Saruspar, May 5, 1750. 
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Sic diſpar fibi — 355 Hon. 
Sure ſuch a various creature ne er was known. _ 
e : Faxe. 


N MONG the many inconſiſtencies which folly | 

2 produces, or infirmity ſuffers in the human 

mind, there has often been obſerved a manifeſt and | 

ſtiriking contrariety between the life of an author and 

his writings ; and Milton, in a letter to a learned | 

ſtranger, by whom he had been viſited, with great 
reaſon 13 himſelf upon the conſciouſneſs 
ound equal to his own character, and 


of being 
having preſerved in a private and familiar interview 
that reputation which his works had. procured him. 


Tuosz whom the appearance of virtue, or the 


evidence of genius, have tempted to a nearer know- 


| ledge of the writer in whoſe performances they may 


be found, have indeed had frequent reaſon to repent 


their curioſity ; the bubble that ſparkled before them 


has become common water at the touch ; the phan- 


tom of perfection has vaniſhed when they wiſhed to | 
preſs it to their boſom. They have loſt the pleaſure | 
of imagining how far humanity may be exalted, | 


and, perhaps, felt themſelves leſs inclined to toil up 


the ſteeps of virtue, when they obſerve thoſe who 
| ſeem beſt able to point the way, loitering below, as 
| either afraid of the labour, or doubtful of the re- 


Ir 


| ward, | 
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Ir has been long the cuſtom of the oriental 


monarchs to hide theinſelves in gardens and palaces, 


to avoid the converſation of mankind, and to be 


known to their ſubjects only by their edits. The 


ſame policy is no leſs neceſlary to him that writes, 
than to him that governs ; for men would not more 
patiently ſubmit to be taught, than commanded, by 


one known to have the {ame follies and weaknefles 


with themſelves. A ſudden intruder into the cloſet 
of an author would perhaps feel equal indignation 
with the officer, who having long ſolicited admiſſion 
into the preſence of Sardanapalus, ſaw him not con- 
ſulting upon laws, enquiring into grievances, or mo- 


* delling armies, but employed in feminine amuſe- 


ments, and directing the ladies in their work. 


Ir is not difficult to conceive, however, that for 


many reaſons a man writes much better than he lives. 


For, without entering into refined ſpeculations, it 
may be ſhown much eaſier to deſign than to per- 
form. A man propoſes his ſchemes of life in a 

ſtate of abſtraction and diſengagement, exempt from 

the enticements of hope, the ſolicitations of affec- 

| tion, the importunities of appetite, or the depreſſions . 
of fear, and is in the ſame ſtate with him that 
teaches upon land the art of navigation, to whom 


the ſea is always ſmooth, and the wind always proſre- 


us. 


Tut mathematicians are well acquainted with the 


difference between pure ſcience, which has to do 
_ only with ideas, and the application of its laws to 


the uſe of life, in which they are conſtrained to ſub- 


mit to the imperfection of matter and the influence 
| - of accidents. Thus, in moral diſcuſſions it is ta 


be remembred that many impediments obſtruct our 


practice, which very cafily give way to theory. The 
ſpeculatiſt is only in danger of erroneous reaſoning, 


| but the man involved in life has his own patſion>, 


and thoſe of others, to encounter, and is embarral- 


{ed with a thouſand inconveniences, which coufoun. 


a 2 . 
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attain, the exacteſt vi 
maintain a ſingle day of unmingled innocence, much 
leſs can the utmoſt efforts of incorporated mind 5 
5 reach the ſummits of ipeculative virtue. 5 = 
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him with variety of impulſe, and either perplex or 
obſtruct his way. He is forced to act without de- 
liberation, and obliged to chooſe before he can ex- 
amine; he is ſurpriſed by ſudden alterations of the 
ſtate of things, and changes his meaſures according 

to wy comer appearances ; he is led by others, ei- 


ther becauſe he is indolent, or becauſe he is timo- 
Tous ; he is ſometimes afraid to know what is right, 


and ſometimes finds friends or enemies diligent to 
| deceive _ | 


We are, n not to wen that moſt fail, Wo 
amidſt tumult, and ſnares, and danger, in the . 
ſervance of thoſe precepts, which they laid down in 

ſolitude, ſafety, and tranquillity, with a mind un- 


biaſſed, and with liberty unobſtructed. It is the con- 
dition of our preſent ſtate to ſee more than we (an 


igilance and caution can never 


Ir is. however, neatly for the idea af nee- | 
| ſection to be propoſed, that we may have ſome ob- 
ject to which our endeavours are to be directed; 
and he that is moſt deficient in the duties of life, 


makes ſome atonement for his faults, if he warns 
others againſt his own failings, and hinders, by the | 


ſalubrity of his admonitions, the contagion of his 
8 8 80 3 


Nornix c is more unjuſt, however common, than 

8 to charge with hypocriſy him that expreſſes zeal for 
 _ thoſe virtues, which he neglects to practiſe; ſince 
he may be ſincerely convinced of the advantages of 


conquering his paſſions, without having yet obtained 


the victory, as a man may be confident of the ad- 
vantages of a voyage, or a journey, without having | 
courage or induſtry to undertake it, and may 


honeſtly recommend to others, thoſe attempts which 
he gs himſelf, | Tux 


Tus intereſt which the corrupt part of mankind 


have in hardening themſelves againſt every motive 


to amendment, has diſpoſed them to give to theſe 
contradictions, when they can be produced againſt 
the cauie of virtue, that weight which they will not 


a!low them in any other caſe. They fee men act in 


oppoſition to their intereit, without ſuppoſing, that 
they do not know it; thoſe who give way to the 
ſudden violence of paſſion, and forſake the moſt im- 
portant perſuits for petty pleaſures, are not ſuppoſed 
to have changed their opinions, or to approve their 


own conduct. In moral or religious queſtions alone, 
they determine the ſentiments by the. actions, and 
charge every man with eadeavouring to impoſe upon 
the world, whole writings are not confirmed by his 
life. They never conſider that themielves negleR, 


or practiſe ſomething every day, inconſiſtently wid 
their own ſettled judgment, nor diſcover that the 
conduct of the advocates for virtue can little in- 
_ creaſe, or leſſen, the obligations of their dictates; 


argument is to be invalidated only by argument, 
and is in itſelf of the ſame force, whether or not 
it convinces him by whom it is propoſed. 


Yer fince this prejudice, however unreaſonable, 


is always likely to have ſome prevalence, it is the 
duty of every man to take care left he ſhould kinder 


the efficacy of his own inſtructions. When he de- 
fires to gain the belief of others, he ſhould ſhew that 
he believes himſelf ; and when heteaches the fitneſs of 
virtue by his reafonings, he ſhould, by his example, 
prove its poſſibility : ''hus much at leaſt may be re- 


quired of him, that he ſhall not act worſe than 


others becauſe he writes better, nor imagine that, 


by the merit of his genius, he mayclaim indulgence 
beyond mortals of the lower claſſes, and be excuſed 


for want of prudence, or neglect of virtue. 


Bacon, in his Hiſtory of the winds, aſter having 
imagination as deſirable, 
. —— "ode 


affered ſomething to 4 
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often propoſes lower advantages in its place to the 
reaſon as attainable. The ſame method may be 
ſometimes purſued in moral endeavours, which thts 
philoſopher has obſerved in natural enquiries ; hav- 
ing firit ſet poſitive and abſolute excellence before 
us, we may be pardoned though we fink down to 


humbler virtue, trying, however, to keep our point mw 


always in view, and ſtruggling not to loſe ground, 
though we cannot gain 1t. ON ; 


Ir is recorded of Sir Matthew Hale, that he, for 
a a long time, concealed the conſecration of himſelf 
to the ſtricter duties of religion, left, by ſome flagt- 


tious and ſhameful action, he ſhould bring piety in- 


to diſgrace. For the ſame reaſon, it may be pru- 
dent for a writer, who apprehends that he ſhall not 


 inforce his own maxims by his domeſtic character, 
to conceal his name that he may not injure them. 


o Turk are, indeed, a greater number whoſe cu- - 
 Tioſity to gain a more familiar knowledge of ſucceſsful 
writers, is not ſo much prompted by an opinion of 


their power to improve as to delight, and who ex- 
. pect from them not arguments againſt vice, or diſ- 


- ſertations on temperance or juitice, but flights of 1 | 
wit, and ſallies of pleaſantry, or, at leaſt, acute re- 
marks, nice diſtinctions, juſtneſs of ſentiment, and 


I elegance of diction. - | 


Tais expectation is, indeed, ſpecious and proba. 
ble, and yet, ſuch is the fate of all human hopes, 
that it is very often fruſtrated, and thoſe who raiſe 


admiration by their books, diſguſt by their company. 

A man of letters for the moſt part ſpends, in the 
privacies of fludy, that ſeaſon of life in which the 
manners are to be ſoftened into eaſe, and poliſhed - 


into elegance, and, when he has gained knowledge 


3 to be reſpected, has neglected the minuter acts 
ich he might have pleaſed. When he enters 


by w 
te, if his temper be ſoft and timorous, he is dif. 


fkdent 
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 fident and baſhful, from the knowledge of his de. 
fects; or if he was born with ſpirit and reſolution, 
He is ferocious and arrogant from the conſciouſneſs 
of his merit: he is either diſſipated by the awe of 
company, and unable to recolle& his reading, and 
arrange his arguments ; or he is hot, and dogmati- 


cal, quick in oppoſition, and tenacious in defence, 
diſabled by his own violence, and confuſed by his 


haſte to triumph. 


Tur graces of writing and converſation are of 


different kinds, and though he who excels in one 
might have bern with opportuvities and application 


equally ſucceſsful in the other, yet as many pleaſe 


by extemporary talk, though utterly unacquainted 
with the more accurate method, and more laboured 
| beauties, which compoſition requires; ſo it is very 
poſſible that men, wholly accuſtomed to works of 


ſtudy, may be without that readineſs of conception, 
and affluence of language, always neceſſary to col - 
loquial entertainment. They may want addreſs to 
watch the hints which converſation offers for the 
_ diſplay of their particular attainments, or they may 
be ſo much unfurniſhed with matter on common 
ſubjects, that diſcourſe not profeſſedly literary glides 
over them as heterogeneous bodies, without admit- 


Ing their conceptions to mix in the circulation. 


| A Tzanztrion from an author's books to his 
converſation, is too often like an entrance into a 
large city, after a diſtant proſpet. Remotely, we 


| fee _—_— but ſpires of temples, and turrets of pa- 
laces, and imagine it the reſidence of ſplendor, 
grandeur, and magnificence ; but, when we have 


paſſed the gates, we find it perplexed with narrow 


: — * diſgraced with deſpicable cottages, em- 
arraſſed with obſtructions, and clouded wit] ſmoke. 
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Nun. 15. Tuxsbar, May 8, 1750. 


Et quando uberiar witierum copia? Quando 
if Mer avaritiæ patait ſinus? Alea quando | 
vn Hos animes? "| | _ Joy, 
What age ſo large a crop of vices bore, Oats 
Or when was avarice extended more | 
When were the dice with more profuſion thrown ? 
15 8 | Da vp. 


a moat „eee 


FT HERE is no grievance, public or private, of 
I which, fince 1 took upon me the cflice of 
a periodical monitor, I have received fo many, or 7 
ſo earneſt complaints, as of the predominance of 4 
play; of a fatal pathon for cards and dice, which 
izems to have overturned, not only the ambition of 
excellence, but the deſire of pleaſure ; to have ex, 
_ tinguithed the flames of the lover, as well as of the 
patriot ; and threatens, in its further progreſs, to | 
deſtroy all diſtinctions, both of rank and ſex, to cruſh _ 
all emulation, but that of fraud, to corrupt all thole | 
_ claſſes of our people, whoſe anceſtors have, by their 
virtue, their induſtry, or their parſimony, given them 
the power of living in extravagance, idleneſs, and Ws 
vice, and to leave them without knowledge, but of | 
the — games, and without wiſhes, but for luck | 


PAST Os „ - «4 « tt« OT 


I navsz found, by long experience, that there are 
few enterpiiles ſo hopeleſs as conteſts with the 
| faſhion, in which the opponents are not only made 
confident by their numbers, ard flrong by their uni- 
on, but are hardened by contempt of their antago- 
niſt, whom they always look upon as awretch of lo | 
notions, contracted views, mean conveiiation, and | 
narrow fortune, who envies the e'cvation: which he | 
cannot reach, who would gladly imbitter the ha- 
pineſs Which his inelegance or incigence denv him 
to partake, and who has no other end in his advice, {| 
than te revenge his own mortifcations by hindering 
ne | | _ | thoſe 
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thoſe whom their birth and taſte have ſet above him, 


from the enjoyment of their ſuperiority, and bring- 
ing them down to a level with * himſelf, | 


Trove I have never found myſelf much affected 
by this formidable cenſure, which ] have incurred 
acquainted with its full force, 
yet I ſhall, in ſome meaſure, obviate it on this oc- 
caſion, by offering very little in my own name, ei- 


| often enough to be 


ther of argument or intreaty, fince thoſe who ſuf - 


fer by this general infatuation may be — beſt 


able to relate its effects. 
SIR, 


pt by which knowledge is to be gained, that 
am in doubt, whether I ſhall be underitood, when 
I complain of want of opportunity for thinking ; ; 


or whether a condemnation, which at preſent ſeems 
_ irreverſible, to perpetual ignorance will raiſe any 
compaſſion, either in you, or your readers: yet 1 
will venture to lay my ſtate before you, becauſe, 1 
believe, it is natural, to moſt minds, to take ſome 
pleaſure in complaining of evils, of which they have 


mn reaſon to be aſhamed. 


am "the daughter of a man of great fortune, 
whoſe diffidence of mankind, and, perhaps, the 
pleaſure of continual accumulation, incline him to 


reſide upon his own eſtate, and to educate his chil- 


_ dren in his own houſe, where | was bred, if not with 
the molt brilliant examples of virtue before my eyes, 


at leaſt remote enough from any incitements to vice; 


and, wanting neither leiſure, nor books, nor the 


o in the 


acquaintance of ſom» perſons of learning 


neignbourhood, I endeavour'd to acquire ſuch know- 

| ledge as might moſt recommend me to eſteem, and 

— myſelf able to o ſopport a converſation upon 
| = 4 — melt 


HERE ſeems to be ſo little knowledge left in 
the world, and ſo little of that reflection 
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moſt of the ſubjects, which my ſex and condition * 


made it proper for me to underſtand. 


DE Hap, beſides my knowledge, as my mamma 
and my maid told me, a very fine face, and elegant 
- ſhape, and with all theſe advantages had been fe. 
venteen months the reigning toaſt for twelve miles 


round, and never came to the monthly aſſembly, but 


I heard the old ladies that fat by, wiſhing that it 


| might end well, and their daughters nn my | 


5 air, my features, or my dreſs. 


You "OA Mr. mand, that den is natu- 


ral to youth, and curioſity to underſtanding, and 


therefore, will hear, without wonder, that I was de- 


ſirous to extend my victories over thoſe who might 


give more honour to the conqueror ; and that 1 


tound in a country life a continual repetition of the 


ſame pleaſures, which was not ſufficient to fill up the 
mind for the preſent, or raiſe any expectations of 


the future; and, I will confeſs to you, that I was 
impatient for a fight of the town, and filled my 


thoughts with the diſcoveries which I ſhould make, {| 
the triumphs that I ſhould — and the —— | 


| that l ſhould receive. 


| Ar laſt the 1 time came. My aunt, whoſe huſband | 
| ha a ſeat in parliament, and a place at court, bu- 
ried her only child, and ſent for me to ſupply the 

loſs. The hope that I ſhould fo far infinuate myſelf 


into their ſavour, as to obtain a conſiderable aug- 


mentation of my fortune, procured me every con- 
venience for my departure, with great expedition; 
and 1 could not, amidſt all my tranſports, forbear 


ſome indicuation to fee with what readineſs the na- 


tural guardians of my virtue fold me to a ſtate, which 
they thought more hazardous than it really Was, as 
ſoon as a new acceſſion 1 . 3 in their 


: Tar | 
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Tua days I was upon the road, and on the 


fourth morning my heart danced at the fight of Lon- 


don. I was ſet down at my aunt's, and entered up- 


on the ſcene of action. I expected now, from the 
age and experience of my aunt, ſome prudential leſ- 
ſons ; but, after the firſt civilities and firſt tears were 


over, was told what pity it was to have kept ſo fine 


a girl ſo long in the country; for the people wo 


did not begin young ſeldom dealt their cards hand- 


5 ſomely, Or played em tolerably. | 2 


Youns perſons are commonly inclined to flight 


the remarks and counſels of their elders. I ſmiled, 
perhaps, with too much contempt, and was upon 


the point of telling her, that my time had not been 


paſt in ſuch trivial attainments. But I ſoon found 


that things are to be eſtimated, not by the import- 


ance of their effects, but the frequency of their uſe. 


Arx days after, my aunt gave me notice, that 
ſome company, which ſhe had been fix weeks in col- 
lecting, was to meet that evening, and ſhe expected 
2 finer aſſembly than had been ſeen all the winter. 
She exprefled this in the jirgon of a gameſter, and, 
When | aſked an explication of her terms of art, 

wondered where I had lived, I had already found 
my aunt fo incapable of any rational concluſion, and 
fo ignorant of every thing, whether great or little, 
that I had loſt all regard to her opinion, and dreſ- 
fed myſelf with great expectations of opportunity to 


diſplay my charms among rivals, whoſe competition 


Would not diſhonour me. The company came ian, 
and after the curſory compliments of ſalutation, alike _ 
_ eaſy to the loweſt and the higheſt underſtanding, . 

what was the reſult? The cards were broke open, 
the parties were formed, the whole night paſied in a 
game, upon which the young and old were equally 
employed; nor was I able to attract an eye, or gain 
an ear, but being compelled to play without fc ill, 
I perpetually cralarrafled my partner, and ſoon per- 
VVV VVV 
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I cannoT bet ſulpeR, Sir, that this odious faſhion 


1 by a conſpiracy of the old, the ugly, 
the ignorant. againſt the young and beauti ful, 


the witty and the gay, as a contrivanee to level all 1 


diſtinctions of nature and of art, to confound the 
world in a chaos of folly, to take from thoſe, who 


could outſhine them, all the advantages of mind and 


body, to withold youth from its natural pleaſures, . 
deprive wit of its influence, and beauty of its charms, | 
ro fix thoſe hearts upon money, to which love has | 
_ hitherto been entitled, to fink life into a tedious uni- 

formity, and to allow it no other _- or fears, 


but thoſe of robbing, and being robbed. 


By pleaſed, Sir, to ben thoſe of my ſex, Who 


have minds capable of nobler ſentiments, that, if 
7 = will unite in vindication of their pleaſures and 


5 B they may fix a time, at which = - 
i = | ceaſe to be in faſhion, or be left only to 


' thoſe who have neither beauty to be loved, nor ſpi- 


rnit to be feared ; neither knowledge to teach, nor | 
modeſty to leans; ; and who, having paſſed their 
youth in vice, are Juſtly n to pune their 


2 . in _ 

* 7 am, 5 1 BR, Sc. 
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EXATION will burſt my heart, if I 90 not 


| give it vent. As you publiſh a paper, I inſiſt 
upon it, that you inſert this in your next, as ever 
you hope for the kindneſs and encouragement of any 
women of taſte, ſpirit, and virtue. I would have it 


. 
—_— 
_ — — —— 


Publiſhed to the world, how deſerving wives are uſed ny 


by imperious coxcombs, that henceforth no woman 
may marry, who has not the patience of Grizzel. 
N as if even Grizzel had ou married to a 1 


Fay 
2 2 . was 15 & 
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wretch that 
along with his money, and will not allow enough 
from his own extravagances to fupport a woman f 
- faſhion in the neceſſary amuſements of life Why) 
does not he employ his wiſe head to make a figure 
in parliament, raiſe an eſtate, and get a title? Ihat 
would be fitter for the maſter of a fam ly, than rat- 
tling a noiſy dice-box ; and then he might indulge 
his wife in a few flight expences and elegant diver- 
fions. e dy iid decal 


_—— 


i 
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9 
would never have held out. A 
es his good humour and humanity 


ſter, her 


War if I was unfortunate at Brag ?— ſhould he 
not have ſtayed to ſee how luck would turn another 
time? Inſtead of that, what does he do, but picks 

. a quarrel, upbraids me with loſs of beauty, abuſes 
my acquaintance, ridicules my play, and inſu'ts my 
_ underſtanding ; ſays, forſooth, that women have not 
heads enough to play with any thing but dolls, and 
that they ſhould be employed in things proportion. 
able to their underſtanding, keep at home, and mind 
family affairs. De © 


I po ſtay at home, Sir, and all the town knows 
I am at home every Sunday. I have had fix roms 
this winter, and ſent out ten packs of cards in invi- 
tations to private parties. As for management, [ 
am ſure he cannot call me extravagant, or ſay | do 
not mind my family. The ch.ldren are out at nurſe 
In villages as cheap as any two little brats can be 
kept, nor have [| ever ſeen them ſince ; ſo he has no 
trouble about them. The ſervants live at board 
wages. My own dinners come from the Thatch d 
houſe ; and I have never paid a penny for any thing 
I have bought ſince I was married. As for play, 1 
do think I may, indeed, indulge in that, now I am 
my own miſtreſs. Papa made me drudge at whiſt 


"till I was tired of it; and, far from wanting a head, 


Mr. Hoyle, when he had not given me above forty 
leſſons, ſaid I was one of his beſt ſcholars. I thought 


then 
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then with myſelf, that, if once I was at liberty, 1 
would leave play, and take to reading romances, 
things ſo forbidden at our houſe, and fo railed at, 
that it was impoſſible not to fancy them very charm- 
ing. Moſt fortunately, to ſave me from abſolute un- 
dutifulneſs, juſt as I was married came dear Brag 
Into faſhion, and ever fince it has been the joy of 
my life ; ſo eaſy, ſo chearful and careleſs, ſo void of 
thought, and ſo gentee}! Who can help loving it? 
Vet the perfidious thing has uſed me very ill of late, 


and to-morrow I ſhould have changed it for Faro. But, 


oh!] this deteſtable to-morrow, a thing always ex- 
pected, and never found.— Within this few hours 
mult I be dragged into the country. The wretch, 


Sir, left me in a fit, which his threatenings had oc- : 


caſioned, and unmercifully ordered a pci-chaile. 
Stay I cannot, for money I have none, and credit I 


cannot get———But | will make the monkey play 


with me at picquet upon the road for all I want, I 


am almoſt ſure to beat him, and his debts of honour + 


1 know he will pay. Then who can tell but | may 


ſtill come back and conquer lady Packer? Sir, yoa | 


| need not print this laſt ſcheme, and, upon ſecond | 


cChaiſe is at the door. Sir, publiſh what you will, 
only let it be printed without a name. „ 


eee eee 
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thoughts, you may — Oh diſtraction! the poit- 


, <<-==-Maultis dicendi copia torrens, Ss 
Ee ſua mortifera oft facundia--=-<=== "mA 
Some who the depths of eloquence have found. 

In that unnavigable ſtream were drown'd, Duvpen, 


SI): 


I With your advice, in a late paper; and, as I am 
very far from ſuſpecting that you foreſaw the nun- 
„ gre - „„ dberleſs 


AM the modeſt young man whom you favoured. 1 9 
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berlerleſs inconveniences which I have, by follow- 


ing it, brought upon myſelf, I will lay my condi- 
tion open before you, for you ſeem bound to extri- 


cate me from the perplexities, in which your coun- 
ſel, however innocent in the intention, has contri- 
buted to involve me. | | 


You told me, as you thought, to my comfort, that 
a writer might eaſily find means of introducing his 
genius to the world, for the preſſes of England were 


often. This I have now fatally experienced; the 
preſs is, indeed, open, e 
— Facilis deſcenſus Averni, : 35 
MWocres atque dies patet atri janua Ditit. 
The gates of hell are open night and day; 


Smooth the deſcent, and eaſy is the way. Davven, 


Tut means of doing hurt to ourſelves are al- 
ways at hand. I immediately ſent to a printer, aid 
contracted with him for an impreſſion of ſeveral 
thouſands of my pamphlet. While it was at the 
preſs, I was ſeldom abſent from the printing-houſe, 

and continually urged the workmen to haſte, by ſo- 
| licitations, promiſes, and rewards From the day 


all other pleaſures were excluded, by the delightful 
employment of correcting the ſheets ; and from the 


night ſleep was generally baniſhed, by anticipations 
of the happineſs, which every hour was bringing 


nearer. | 


Ar laſt the time of publication approached, and 
my heart beat with the raptures of an author. I was 
above all little precautions, and, in defiar ce of envy 
or of criticiſm, ſet my name upon the title, without 
_ fufficiently conſidering, that what has once paſſed 
the preſs is irrevocable, and that though the print- 

ing-houſe may properly be compared to the infernal 
regions, for the facility of its entrance, and the dif- 


ficulty with which authors return from it; yet there 


Ds 
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is this difference, that a great genius can never re- 
turn to his former ſtate, by a happy draught of the 


waters of oblivion. 


IT am now, Mr. Rambler, known to be an au- 
_ thor, and am condem ed. irreverſibly condemned, to 


all the miſeries of high reputation. The firſt morn- 


ing after publication my friends aſſembled about me; 
I preſented each, as is uſual, with a copy of my 
book. They looked into the firſt pages, but were 
. hindered, by their admiration, from reading farther. 


The firſt pages are, indeed, very elaborate. Some 


paſſages they particularly dwelt upon, as more emi- 

nently beautiful than the reſt; and ſome delicate 

| ſtrokes, and ſecret elegancies, I pointed out to them, 

which had eſcaped their obſervation. I then begged 

of them to ſorbear their compliments, and invited 
them, I could not do lefs, to dine with me at a ta- 
vern. After dinner, the book was reſumed ; but 


their praiſes very often io much overpowered my 


modeſty, that I was forced to put about the glaſs, 
and had often no means of repreſſing the clamours 
of their admiration, but by thundering to the drawer 


Nexr morning another ſet of my acquaintance 


congratulated me upon my performance, with ſuch 
importunity of praiſe, that I was again forced to 


obviate their civilities by a treat. On the third day 
] had yet a greater number of applauders to put to 


ſilence in the ſame manner; and, on the fourth, thoſe 
whom I had entertained the ſarſt day came again, 


having, iu the peruſal of the remaining part of the 
| book, diſcovered ſo many forcible ſentences and 
maſterly touches, that it was impoſſible for me to 
bear the repetition of their commendations. I, 
therefore, perſuaded them once more to adjourn 
to the tavern, and chooſe ſome other ſubject, 


on which I might ſhare in the converſation. But 
it was not in their power to withold their attention 


— 


:e _— 0. ww. a... 
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from my performance, which had ſo entirely taken 
poſſeſſion of their minds, that no intreaties of mine 
could change their topick, and I was obliged to 
ſifle, with elaret, that praiſe, which neither my mo- 
deſty could hinder, nor my uneaſineſs repreſs. 


Tus whole week was thus ſpent in a kind of li- 
derary revel, and | have now found that nothing is 


ſo expenſive as great abilities, unleſs there is join d 
with them an inſatiable eagerneſs of praiſe ; for to 
eſcape from the pain of hearing myſelf exalted a 


bove the greateſt names dead and living of the learn- 


ed world, it has already colt me two hogſheads of 
port, fifteen gallons of arrack, ten dozen of claret, 


and five and forty bottles of champagne. 


I was reſolved to ſtay at home no longer, and, 


therefore, roſe early and went to the coffee-houſe ; 
but found that | had now made myſelf too eminent 
for happineſs, and that I was no longer to enjoy the 


pleaſure of mixing, upon equal terms, with the reſt 


of the world. As ſoon as I enter the room, I ſee 
part of the company raging with envy, which they 
. endeavour to couceal, ſometimes with the appear- 
| ance of laughter, and ſometimes with that of con- 
tempt ; but the diſguiſe is ſuch, that I can diſcover 


the ſecret rancour of their hearts, and as envy is de- 


i ſervedly its own puniſhment, 1 frequently indulge 
myſelf in tormenting them with my preſence. 


Br, though there may be ſome flight ſatisſaction 


received from the mortification of my enemies, yet 
my benevolence will not ſuffer me to take any plea- 
ſure in the terrors of my friends. I have been cau- 
_ tous, ſince the appearance of my work, not to give 
myſelf more premeditated airs of ſuperiority, than 


the moſt rigid humility might allow. It is, indeed. 


not impoſſible that I may ſometimes have laid down 
my opinion, in a manner that ſhewed a contciout- 
_ nels of my ability to maintain it, or interrupted the = 
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converſation, when I ſaw its tendency, without ſuf- 
fering the ſpeaker to waſte his time in explaining his 


ſentiments ; and, indeed, I did indulge myſelf for 
two days in a cuſtom of drumming with my fingers, 


when the company began to loſe themſelves in ab- 


ſurdities, or to encroach upon ſubjects which | knew 
them unqualified to diſcuſs. But I generally acted 


with great appearance of reſpect, even to thoſe 


_ whoſe ſtupidity I pitied in my heart. Yet, notwith- 


| ſtanding this exemplary moderation, ſo univerſal is 


the dread of uncommon powers, and ſuch the un- 
willingneſs of mankind to be made wiſer, that [ 
have now for ſome days found myſelf ſhunned by 


all my acquaintance. If I knock at a door, no body 


is at home; if I enter a coffee-houſe, I have the box 


to myſelf. I live in the town like a lion in his de- 
fart, or an eagle on his rock, too great for friend- 


ſhip or ſociety, and condemned to folitade, by un- 


| happy elevation, and dreaded aſcendency. 


Non is my character only formidable to others, 
| but burdenſome to myſelf. I naturally love to tal 
without much thinking, to ſcatter my merriment at 
random, and to relax my thoughts with ludicrous re- 
marks and fanciful images; but ſuch is now the im- 
rtance of my opinion, that I am afraid to offer it, 
leſt, by being eſtabliſhed too haſtily into a maxim, 


it ſhould be the occaſion of error to half the na- 
tion; and ſuch is the expectation with which I am 


attended, when I am going to ſpeak, that I ſre- 
_ quently pauſe to reflect whether what I am about to 


| wit er is worthy of myſelf. 


Tuts, Sir, is ſufficiently miſerable, but there are 
till greater calamities behind. You mult have read 
in Pope and Swift how men of parts have had their 


_ Cloſets rifled, and their cabinets broke open at the 
inſtigation of piratical bookſellers, for the profit of 
their works; and it is apparent, that there are many 
prints now {old in the ſhops, of men whom you can- 


not 


my ſervants 
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not ſuſpect of ſitting for that purpoſe, and whoſe 
likeneſſes muſt have been certainly ſtolen when their 
names made their faces vendible. Theſe conũde - 


rations at firſt put me on my guard, and I have, 
indeed, found ſufficient reaſon for my caution, for 
I have diſcovered many people examining my coun- 
tenance, with a curioſity that ſhewed their intenti- 


on to draw it; I immediately left the houſe, but 
find the ſame behaviour in another. e 


Orvrrrs may be perſecuted, but I am haunted , 


I have good reaſon to believe that eleven painters 


are now dogging me, for they know that he who 
can get my 


whic 


admitting me to ſhare the profit. | 


I aw, however, not ſo much in pain for my 
face as for my papers, which I dare neither carry 
with me nor leave behind. I have, indeed, taken 
| ſome meaſures for their preſervation, having put 
them in an iron cheſt, and fixed a padlock upon 
my cloſet. I change my lodgings five times a 
week, and always remove at the dead of night. 


. Tavs [I live, in conſequence of having given too 
great proofs. of a predominant genius, in the ſoli- 


| rude of a hermit, with the anxiety of a miſer, and 


the caution of an outlaw ; afraid to ſhew my face, 
leſt it ſhould be copied; afraid to ſpeak, left I ſhou'd. 


injure my character, and to write leſt my correſpon- 


dents ſhould 25 my letters; always uneaſy leſt 

s ſhould ſteal my papers for the ſake of 
money, or my friends for that of the publick. This 
it is to ſoar above the reſt of mankind ; and this 


repreſentation I lay before you, that I may be in- 
| formed how to diveſt myſelf of the laurels which 


ace firſt will make his fortune. I often 

change my wig, and wear my hat over my eyes, by 
b I hope ſomewhat to confound them; for 

you know it is not fair to ſell my face, without 


_ 


\ 
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the enjoyment of that quiet from which I find a 


writer of the firſt claſs ſo fatally debarred. 
N | Oo MT mr SIM M1-eiLvs, 


FM FCEAFENIELLY 


| Nous. 17. Tuks pax, May 15, 1750. 


Me non oracula certum, 


Sed mors certa facit. 1 Loc Ax. 


Let thoſe weak minds, who live in doubt and fear, 
To juggling prieſts for oracles repa t; 
One certain hour of death to each decreed, 
My fixt, my certain ſoul from doubt has freed. 


T is recorded of ſome eaſtern monarch, that he 
1 kept an officer in his houſe, whoſe employment 
it was to remind him of his mortality, by calling 
oat every morning, at a ſtated hour; Remember, prince, 


that thou Halt die. And the contemplation of the 


frailneſs and uncertainty of our preſent ſtate ap- ; 
peared of ſo much importance to Solon of Athens, 
that he left this precept to future ages; Keep thine 


De fixed upon the end of lift. 


ment, which muſt put a period to all our ſchemes, 


and deprive us of all our rs gr is, indeed, 


of the utmoſt efficacy to the juſt and rational regu- 


lation of our lives; nor would ever any thing wick-_ 


ed, or often any thing abſurd, be undertaken or 


proſecuted by him who ſhould begin every day with 


a ſerious reflection, that he is born to die. 


Tua difturbers of our happineſs, in this world, 


are our deſires, our griefs, and our fears, and to all 


_ theſe, the conſideration of mortality is a certain and 
adequate remedy. Think, ſays Epictetus, fre- 
_ quently on poverty, banithment, and death, and 
ons ro Fo mw mi eee 


Are and attentive proſpett of that mo- 
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thou wilt then never indulge violent defires, or give 


up thy heart to mean ſentiments, % Adu ram: 


Jun Thy BT: ayes Eb H EG TWO; 


Tuar the maxim of Epiftetus is founded on juſt 
obſervation will eaſily be granted, when we reflect, 


how that vehemence of eagerneſs after the common 


objects of perſuit is kindled in our minds. We re- 
preſent to ourſelves the pleaſures of ſome future poſ- 


ſeſſion, and ſuffer our thoughts to dwell atrentively 
upon it, till it has wholly ingroſſed the imagina- 
tion, and permits us not to conceive any happineſs _ 


but its attainment, or any miſery but its loſs ; every 


other ſatisfaction which the bounty of providence 


has ſcattered over life is neglected as inconſidera- 


ble, in compariſion of the great object which we 
have placed before us. and is thrown from us as 


incumbering our activity, or trampled under foot as 
ſtanding in our wax. 5 


Every man has experienced, how much of this 


ardour has been remitted, when a ſharp or tedious 


ſickneſs has ſet death before his eyes. The exten- 
_ five influence of greatneſs, the glitter of wealth, 
the praiſes of adinirers, and the attendance of 


ſupplicants, have appeared vain and empty things, 


when the laſt hour ſeemed to be approaching; and 


the ſame appearance they would always have, if 
the ſame thought was always predominant. We 
mould then find the abſurdity of ſtretching out our 
arms inceſſantly to graſp that which we cannot keep, 
and wearing out our lives in endeavours to add new 
turrets to the fabrick of ambition, when the foun- 


cation itſelf is ſhaking, and the ground on which it 


fands is mouldering away. 


Al envy is proportionate to deſire; we are un- 
eaſy at the attainments of another, according as we 


think our own happineſs would be advanced by 
che addition of that which he witho!ds from us; 


and 
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and, therefore whatever depreſſes immoderate wiſhes, 


will, at the fame time, ſet the heart free from the 
corroſion of envy, and exempt us from that vice 


which is, above moſt others, tormenting to our- 


ſelves, hateful to the world, and productive of mean 


artifices, and ſordid projects. He that conſiders 


how ſoon he muſt cloſe his life, will find nothing 


of ſo much importance as to cloſe it well; and will, 
therefore. look with indifference upon whatever is 
_ uſeleſs to that putpoſe. Whoever reflects frequent- 


ly upon the uncertainty of his own duration, will 


find out, that the ſtate of others is not more per- 


manent, and that what can confer nothing on him- 


ſelf very deſirable, cannot ſo much improve the 


Condition of a rival, as to make him much ſupe- 
rior to thoſe from whom he has carried the prize, a 
prize too mean to deſerve a very obſtinate oppo- 


Ex grief, that paſſion to which the virtuous 
and tender mind is particularly ſubject, will be ob- 
viated, or alleviated, by the ſame thoughts. It will 
de obviated, if all the bleſſings of our condition 


are enjoyed with a conſtant ſenſe of this uncertain 
tenure. If we remember, that whatever we poſleſs 
is to be in our hands but a very little time, and 
that the little, which our moſt lively hopes can pro- 
| miſe us, may be made leſs, by ten thouſand acci- 
dents ; we ſhall not much repine at a lofs, of which 
we cannot eſtimate the value, but of which, though 


we are not able to tell the leaſt amount, we know. 
with ſufficient certainty, the greateſt, and are con- 


vinced that the greateſt is not much to be regretted. 


Bur, if any paſſion has ſo much uſurped our 
underſtanding, as not to ſuffer us to enjoy advan- 
tages with the moderation preſcribed by reaſon, it 
is not too late to apply this remedy, when we find 
ourſelves ſink ing under ſorrow, and inclined to pine 
for that which is irrecoverably vaniſhed, We may 
| i 5 then 


— — — 


A lifeleſs body to human malice. | 


——— — — 4 
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then uſefully revolve the uncertainty of our own. 
condition, and the folly of lamenting that from 
which, if it had ſtayed alittle longer, we ſhould our - 
| ſelves have been taken away. 


| Wirn regard to the ſnarpeſt and moſt melting 
ſorrow, that which ariſes from the loſs of thoie 


whom we have loved with tenderneſs, it may be 
obſerved, that friendſhip between mortals can be 


contracted on no other terms, than that one muſt 
| ſometime mourn for the other's death: And. this 
grief will always yield to the ſurviver one conſo- 
lation proportionate to his affliction ; for the pain, 


whatever it be, that he himſelf feels, his friend has 


eſcaped. 5 


Non is fear, the moſt overbearing and reſiſtleſs 5 
of all our paſſions, leſs to he temperated by this 
univerſal medicine of the mind. The frequent con- 


templation of death, as it ſhows the vanity of all 


human good, diſcovers likewiſe the lightneſs of all 
terreſtrial evil, which, certainly, can laſt no longer 
than the ſubject upon which it acts, and, accord- 
ing to the old obſervation, muſt be ſhorter, as it is 
more violent. The moſt cruel calamity, which 
mis fortune can produce, muſt, by the neceſſity of 
nature, be quickly at an end. The ſoul cannot 
long be held in priſon, but will fly away, and leaves 


c—mmmRidetque ſui ludibria trunci. 
And ſoaring mocks the broken frame below. 


Tue utmoſt that we can threaten to one another 
is that death, which, indeed, we may precipitate, 


but cannot retard, and from which, therefore, ic 


cannot become a wiſe man to buy a reprieve at the 
expence of virtue, ſince he knows not how ſmall a 
portion of time he can purchaſe, but knows that, 
whether ſhort or long, it will be made leſs valuable 


-- 0 
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by the remembrance of the price at which it has 
been obtained. He is ſure that he deſtroys his 
happineſs, but is not ſure that he lengthens his 


Tus known ſhortneſs of life, as it ought to mo- 
derate our paſſions, may likewiſe, with equal pro- 


priety, contract our deſigns. There is not time for 


the moſt forcible genius, and moſt active induſtry. 
to extend its effects beyond a certain ſphere. To 
project the conqueſt of the world, is the madneſs of 
mighty princes ; to hope for excellence in every 


5 ſcience, has been the folly of literary heroes; and 


both have found, at laſt, that they have panted for 
a height of eminence denied to humanity, and have 


loſt many opportunities of making themſelves uſe- 


ful and happy, by a vain ambition of obtaining a 
| ſpecies of honour, which the eternal laws of provi- 
_ cence hare placed beyond the reach of man. 


1 Tux miſcarriages of the great defigns of princes 
are recorded in the hiſtories of the world, but are of 
little uſe to the bulk of mankind, who ſeem very 


lictle intereſted in admonitions againſt errors which 


they cannot commit. But the fate of learned am- 
bition is a proper ſubject for every ſcholar to con- 


fider ; for who has not had occaſion to regret the 
diſſipation of great abilities in a boundleſs multipli- 


_ city of perſuits, to lament the ſudden deſertion of 


excellent deſigns, upon the offer of ſome other ſub- 
ject, made inviting by its novelty, and to obſes1c 


rhe inaccuracy and deficiencies of works left un- 


| finiſhed by too great an extenſion of the plan? 


Ir is always pleaſing to obſerve, how much more 

our minds can conceive, than our bodies can per- 
form; yet it is our duty, while we continue in this 
complicated ſtate, to regulate one part of our com- 

| Poſition by ſome regard to the other. We are not 
to ir.dulge our corporeal appetites with pleaſures 

F6ß36˙ iii on vo ole that 
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that impair our intellectual vigour, nor gratify our 
minds with ſchemes which we know our lives mult 


fail in attempting to execute. "The uncertainty of 
our duration ought at once to fet bounds to our 


deſigns, and add incitements to our induſtry; and 
vehen we find ourſelves inclined either to immenſity 
in our ſchemes, or fluggiſhneſs in our endeavours, 


we may either check, or animate, ourſelves, by re- 


collecting. with the father of phy ſic, that art * long, 


and life is /f art. 


EE eee 
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Ilie matre e carentib "US 
Pri: nis mulier temperat n 
Nec actata r: g¹t dun | 
Conjux, nec mids fidit aduitero a 
Des it magna parentum 
Virtus, et metucns alterias tort 


Certo fa dere caſlitas. 5 | | N Hoss = 


Not there the guiltleſs ſtep-dame knows 
The baleful draught for orphans to compoſe z 
No wife htgh-portion'd rules her ſpouſe, 
Or truſts her effenc'd lover's faithleſs vows 3 
The lovers there for dowr'y claim, 
The tather's virtue, and the ſpotleſs fame, 


Which dares not break the nuptial tie, Fa axcis. | 


HERE is no obſervation more frequently 
made by ſuch as employ themſelves in ſur- 


veying the conduct of mankind, than that mar- 


rage, though the dictate of nature, and the inſti- 


tution of providence, is yet very oiten the cauſe of 


_ miſery, and that thoſe who enter into that ſtate can 
ſeldom forbear to expreſs their repentance, and 


their envy of thole whom either chance or caution 


has N held from it. 
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cruelty, extravagance or luſt. 
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Tuts general unhappineſs has given occaſion to 
many ſage maxims among the ſerious, and ſmart 


remarks among the gay; the moraliſt and the writer 
of epigrams have equally ſhown their abilities up- 
on it; ſome have lamented, and ſome have ridicu- . 
led it; but as the faculty of writing has been chiefly 
a maſculine endowment, the reproach of making 
the world miſerable has been always thrown upon 
the women, and the grave and the merry have 
equally thought themſelves at liberty to conclude 
either with declamatory complaints, or ſatirical 
cenſures, of female folly or fickleneſs, ambition or 


Ll 


Lev by ſuch a number of examples, and incited 


by my ſhare in the common intereſt, I ſometimes 


venture to conſider this univerſal grievance, having 


endeavoured to diveſt my heart of all partiality, and 
place myſelf as a kind of neutral being between 
the ſexes, whoſe clamours, being equally vented 
on both ſides with all the vehemence of diſtreſs, 
all the apparent confidence of juſtice, and all the 
indignation of injured virtue, ſeem entitled to equal 
regard. The men have, indeed, by their ſuperio- 


rity of writing, been able to collect the evidence of 


: many ages, and raiſe prejudices in their favour by 
the venerable teſtimonies of philoſophers, hiſtori- 


ans and poets; but the pleas of the ladies appeal 
to paſſions of more forcible operation than the re- 
verence of antiquity, If they have not ſo great 


names on their fide, they have ſtronger arguments; 
it is to little purpoſe that Socrates, or Euripides, 
are produced againſt the fighs of ſoftneſs, and the 


tears of beauty. The moit frigid and inexorable 


judge would, at leaſt, ſtand ſuſpended between 
equal powers, as Lucan was perplexed in the de- 
termination of the cauſe, where the deitics were 


on one fide, and Cato on the other. 


„Der 
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Bur TI, who have long ſtudied the ſevereſt an 4 
molt abſtracted philoſophy, have now, in the cool 
maturity of life, arrived to ſuch command ver 
my paſſione, that I can hear the vociferations of 
either ſex without catching any of the fire from 
thoſe that utter them. For I have found, by lorg 
experience, that a man will ſometimes rage at his 
wife, when in reality his miſtreſs has offended him; 
and a lady complain of the cruelty of her huſband, 
when ſhe has no other enemy than bad cards. I do 
not ſuffer myſelf to be any longer impoſed upon by 
_ oaths on one fide, or fits on the other; nor when 
the huſband haſtens to the tavern, and the lady re- 
tires to her cloſet, am I always confident that they 
are driven by their miſeries; ſince I have ſome- 
times reaſon to believe, that they purpoſe not ſo much 
to ſooth their forrows, as to animate their fury. 
But how little credit ſoever may be given to parti- 
_ cular accuſations, the general accumulation of the 
charge thews, with too much evidence, that married 
_ Perſons are not very oiten advanced in felicity ; and, 
therefore, it may be proper to examine at what 
' avenues ſo many evils have made their way into the 
world. With this purpoſe, I have reviewed the 
lives of my friends, who have been leaſt ſucceſoful 
in connubial contracts, and attentively conſidered 
by what motives they were incited to marry, aud 
by what principles they regulated their choice. 


Ox of the firſt of my acquaintances that rc. 
ſolved to quit the unſettled thoughtleſs condition of 
a batchelor, was Prudentius, a man of flow parts, 
but not without knowledge or judgment in things 
which he had leiſure to conſider gradually before he 
determined them, Whenever we met at a tavern, 
it was his province to ſettle the ſcheme of our en- 
tertainment, contract with the cook, and inforin us 
When we had called for wine to the ſem original! 


* This grave conſiderer found by deep 


ma dlitation that a man was no loſer by marrying 


F 2 


tary 


eros. — 
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early, even though he contented himſelf with a leſs 


fortune; for eſtimating the exact worth of annui- 
ties, he found that, conſidering the conſtant dimi- 
nation of the value cf life, with the probable fall 


of the intereſt of money, it was not worſe to have 
ten thouſand pounds at the age ct two and twenty 


years, than a much larger fortune at thirty ; for 


many opportunities, ſays he, occur of improving 


money, which if a man miles, he may nut alter- 


| wards recover ; 


ok. of theſe refletiions, he threw his ey es 
about him, not in ſearch of beauty, or elegance, 
dignity, or underſtanding, but of a woman with 


ten thouſand pounds. Such a woman, in a wealthy 


part of the kingdom, it was not very diſũcult to 
ftnd; and by artful management with her father, 


whoſe ambition was to make his daughter a gentle- 


woman, my friend got her, as he boaſted to us in 


confidence two days after his marriage, for a ſettle- 
ment of ſeventy three pounds a year leſs than her 
Fortune might have claimed, and leis than he would 
himſelf have given, if the fools had becn but wiſe 


enough to dl the bargain. 


Tuvs, at once delighted with the lapericrity of 


þis parts, and the augmentation of his fortune, he 


carried Furia to his own houſe, in which he never 


afterwards enjoyed one hour cf happineſs, For 
Furia was a wretch of mean intelle&s, violent pat- 
ſions, a ſtrong voice, and low education, without 
any ſenſe of happineſs but that which conſiſted in 


eating, and counting money. Furia was a ſcold. 
f They agreed in the deſire of wealth, but with this 
difference, that Prudentius was for growing rich by 
gain, Furia by parſimony. Prudentius would ven- 


ture his moncy with chances very much in his ia- 


vour; but Furia very wiſely obſerving that what 
they had was, while they had it, ei cr, thought 
ll trafück t too great a hazard, and was for parting ; 


— - 


—— - 
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it out at low intereſt, upon good ſecurity. Pruden- 


tius ventured, however, to inſure a ſhip, at a very 


unreaſonable price, but happening to loſe his money, 


was fo tormented with the clamours of his wile, 
that he never durſt try a ſecond e- xperiment. He 


has now grovelled ſeven and forty years under Fu- 
ria's direction, who never once mentioned him, ſnce 
his bad luck, by any other name than that of e 
infurer. 


Tut next that married from our ſociety was Flo- 
rentins. He happened to ſee Zephyretta in a 


chariot at a horſe race,. danced with her at night, 
was confirmed in his firſt ardour, waited on Wk 
next morning, and declared himtelf her lover. Flo- 


rentius had not knowledge enough of the world, to 
diſtinguiſh between the fatter of coquetry, and the 


ſprighelineſs of wit, or between the ſmile of allure- 
ment, and that of chearfulneſs. He was ſoon 


waked from his rapture by conviction that his pl-2- 


| ſure was but the pleaſure of a day. Zephyretta 
had in four and twenty hours ſpent her ſtock of 
repartee, gone round the circle of her airs, and bud 
nothing remaining for him but childiſh infipidity, : 
or for herſelf, but the practice of the ame artifices 
upon new men. 7 


M . was 2 man of parts, capable of enjoy- 
ing, and of improving life. He had paſſed through 


the various ſcenes of gayety with that indifference 


and poſſeſſion of himſelf, natural to men who have 


 ſ»mething higher and nobler in their proſpect. Re- 
tiring to "ſpend the ſummer in a village little fre- 
quented, he happened to lodge in the ſame houſe 
with Tanthe, and was unavoidably drawn to ſome. 
_ acquaintance, which her wit and politeneſs ſoon in- 
vited him to improve. Having no opportunity of 
any other company, they were always together; 
and, as they owed their pleaſures to each other, 
hey began to forzet that any pleaſure was enjoyed 


1 WR | before 
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before their meeting. Meliſſus, from being delight- 


ed with her company, quickly began to be uneaſy 
in her abſence, and being ſufficiently convinced of 


the force of her underſtanding, and finding. as he 
imagined, ſuch a conformity of temper as declared 


them formed for each other, addreſſed her as a 
lover, after no very long courtſhip obtained her for 


his wife, and brought her next winter to town in 


trlum ph. 


No vr began their ;afeliciey, Meliſſas had oni y 


ſeen her in one ſcene, where there was no „ 
of objects, to produce the proper excitements to 
contrary deſires. I hey had both loved ſolitude and 
retiection, where there was nothing but ſolitude and 
reſtection to be loved ; but when they came ita 
publick life, Iamthe diſcovered thoſe pafiions which 


accident rather than hypocriſy had hitherto con- 


_cealed. She was, indeed, not without the power 
of thinking, but was whclly without the exertion 
of that power, when either gayety, or ſplendour, 

p ayed on her imagination. She was expenſive in 
| her diverſiors, vehement in her paſſions, inſatiate 


"Ro pleaſure however dans 


gerous to her reputation, 


and eazer of applauſe by whomſoever it might be 


given. This was the wife which Meliſſus the phi- 


1Iolopher found in his retirement, and from whom 
| he expected an attuciate in his ſtudies, and an aſll- 
: ſtant to his virtues. . | 


Protaptys, upon the * of his younger bro- 


ther, that the family might not be extinct, "married oy 


his houtekeeper, and has ever ſince been complain- 
ing to his friends that mean notions are inſtilled into 


| his children, that he is aſhamed to fit at his own 
table, and that his houſe is ca- to dim Tor want 
of ſuitable companions. 


Arado, maſter of a very large eftate, took a 


woman of bad reputation, recommended to bim by 


4 
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a rich uncle, who made that marriage the condi- 


tion on which he fiould be his heir. Avaro now 


wonders to perceive his own fortune, his wife's, 
and his uncle” 8. inſufiicient to give him that hap- 


fpinets which is to be found only with a woman or 


vltue. 


2 "DIRE to treat in more papers on this important 


article of life, and hall, therefore, make no re- 
gexion upon theſe hiſtories, except that all whom I 
have mentioned failed to obtain happineſs, for 
want of conſidering that marriage is the ſtricteſt tye 
of perpetual friendihip ; that there can be no friend - 


| hip without conßdence, and no confidence withour 


integrity; and that he muſt expect to be wretched, 


who pays to beauty, riches, or politeneſs, that re- 


* which only virtue and piety can n claim. 


14715 „ese 22 cer. Z 


: Ne MB, 19. Tossbax, May 22, 1750. 


| Dan te ca: of Aicum, ** te mb * ctora 1 
"Ub ant cernis, Taure, 21d He velis, 
Pelcos & Priami tranſit, wel Nettoris ætas, 
Et ſerum frerat jam tibi differ. 7 
E} i, age, rumpe Mcras, gu cc tpeftabimus uſyue E ann 
D:n 24d fir dubitar, jam petes : mbil, Max r. 


To rhctoric now, and now to law inclin'd, 
Untertain where to fix thy changing mind; 
Cid Fans age or Nefar's may be out, 
And thou, O Tearur, itill go on in doubt. 
Come then, how long ſuch wav' ring ſhall we 6 ? 
Th nou map N doubt on: thou now can't nothing be. 

| 5 F. LEWIS, 


T is never without very melancholy reflexions, 


that we can obicrve the miiconduct, or miſcar- 
riage, of thoſe men, who feem, by the force of 
_ underſtanding, or extent of knowledge, exempted 
5 from the general fra: ities of human nature, and pri- 
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vileged from the common infelicities of life. Thougit 
the world is crowded with ſcenes of calamity, we 
look upon the general maſs cf wretchedneſs with 
very little regard, and fix our eyes upon the ſtate 
of particular perſons, whom the eminence of their 
qualities marks out from the multitude z as, in read- 
ing an account of a battle, we ſeldom reflect on 
the vulgar heaps of ſlaughter, but follow the he- 
roe, with Our whole attention, through all the va- 
rieties of his fortune, without 2 th ought of the 
thouſands that are falling round Lim, 


W:iTn the rms kid of anxious veneration 1 
dave for many years been making obtervations on 


the life of Polyphilus, a man whom all ms acquaint- 


ances have, from his fiſt appearance in the world, 
feared for the quickneſs of his diſcernment, ad 
admired for the multiplicity of his attainments, 


hut whoſe progreſs in life, and uſefulneſs to man- ; 
Find has been hindered by the ſuperfluity of his 


© kr owleage, and the ny of his mind. 


Porveniuvs was remarkable, at tle eh for 
furpaſling all his companions, without any viſible 


application, and at the univerſity was diſtinguiſhed. 
equally for his ſucceſsful progreſs as well through 


the thorny mazes of ſcience, as the flowery path 
of politer literature, without any ſtri& confinement 


to hours of ſtudy, or remarkable forbearance of the 


common amaſements of young men, 


Who Po! yphilus was at OY age, in b ich men 
uſvally chuſe their profeſſion, and prepare to enter 


into a public character, every academical eye Was 


fixed upon him; all Were. curious to inquire, what 
this unverta genius would fix upon for the employ» 


ment 01 his life; , and nv do abt Was made but tha 5 


he would leave all his contem ;poraries behind hin 
and mount to the higheſt honours of that cla 5. 


which he ſh: >uld ialilt himſelf, without thote 7 hog "I 
| 8 8 | and 
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and pauſes which muſt be endured by meaner abi- 
Itties. Pe 


Por vrnllvs, though by no means inſolent or 


aſſuming, had been ſufficiently encouraged, by un- 
Interrupted ſucceſs, to place great confidence in his 


own parts; and was not below his companions in 


the indulgence of his hopes, and expectation of the 
aſtoniſhment with which the world would be ſtruck, 
when firſt his luſtre ſhould break out upon it; nor 
could he forbear (for whom does not conſtant flat- 


tery intoxicate ?) to join ſometimes in the mirth of 


his friends, at the ſudden diſappearance of thoſe, 
who, having ſhone awhile, and drawn the eyes of 
the public upon their feeble radiance, were now 


doomed to fade away before him. 


Ir is natural for a man to catch advantageous 
notions of the condition which thoſe, with whom 
be converſes, are ſtriving to attain. Polyphilus, in 
a ramble to London, fell accidentally among the 
_ phyſicians, and was fo much pleaſed with the pro- 
ſpect of turning philoſophy to profit, and ſo highly 


delighted with a new theory of fevers which darted 


into his imagination, and which, after having con- 

ſidered it a few hours, he found himielf able to 
maintain againſt all the advocates for the ancient 

ſy tem, that he reſolved to apply himſelf to anato- 
my, botany, and chemiſtry, and to leave no part 
unconquered either of the animal, mineral, or ve- 
, CN 


Hg therefore read authors, conſtructed ſyſtems, 
and tried experiments; but unhappily, as he was 
going to ſee a new plant in flower at Chelſea, he 
met, in croſſing Weſtminſter to take water, the 
chancellor 's coach; he had the curioſity to follow 
hin into the hall, where a remarkable cauſe hap- 
pened to be tryed, and found himſelf able to pro- 
_ duce ſo many arguments, which the lawyers had 

ar Wa | omitted 
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omitted on both fides, that he determined to quit 


pbvſic for a profeſſion, in which he found it would 
be ſo eaſy to excel, and which promiſed higher ho- 


nours, and larger profits, without melancholy at- 
tendance upon miſery, mean ſubmiſſion to peeviſfi- 
neſs, and continual interruption of reſt and plea- 
ture. 


He immediately took chambers in the Temple, 


bought a common-place-book, and confined him- 
ſelf for fome months to the perſual of the Pacutes, 


year-book-, pleadings, and reports; he was a con- 


ſtant hearer of the courts, and began to put caſes 
with reafonable accuracy. But he ſoon ditcovered. 


by conſidering the fortune of lawyers, that prefer- 


ment was not to be got by acuteneſs, learning, and 
_ eloquence. He was perplexed by the abſurdities 

of attorneys, and mitrepreſentations made by his 
clients of their own cauſes, by the uſeleſs anxiety 

of one, and the inceſiant importunity of another; 
he began to repent of having devoted himſelf to a 
: ſtudy, Which was fo narrow in its comprehenſion 
that it could never carry his name to any other 
country, and thought it unworthy of a man of parts 
to ſell his life only for money. The barrenneſs of 
his fellow ſtudents forced him gererally into other 


company at his hours of entertainment, and among 


the varieties of converſation through which his cu. 
rioſity was daily acdering. he by chance, ming- 
led ata tavern witi ſome intelligent officers of the 
army. A man ct letters was eaſily dazzled with 
the gaiety of their appearance, aid ſoftened into 
 Kindne's by the politeneſs ot their aldreſs; he, 
therefore, cultivated this new acquaintance, and 
when he ſaw how readily they found in every place 


admiſſion and regard, and how fuiliarly they 


_ mingled with every rank and order of inen, he be- 
gan to feel his heart beat for military honours, and 
wondered how the prejucices of the univerßty 


- Hould make him bh long infenuble of that ambi- 
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tion, yhich has fired ſo many hearts in every age, 


and negligent of that calling, which is, above all 
others, univerſally and invariably illuſtrious, and 
which gives, even to the exterio appearance of its 


reſt of mankind. 


_ Profeſſors, a dignity and freedom unknown to the 


Tukse favourable impreſſions were made ſtill 


deeper by his converſation with ladies, whoſe re- 


gard far ſoldiers he could not obſerve, without wiſh- 
ing himſelf one of that happy fraternity, to which 


the female world ſzemed to have devoted their 
charms and their kindneſs. The love of knowledge, 


which was ſtill his predominant inclnation, was 
gratified by the recital of adventures, and accounts 
of foreign countries; and, therefore, he concluded 
that there was no way of life, 1n which all his views 


could ſo compleatly concenter as in that of a ſol- 
dier. In the art of war he thought it not difficult to 


excel, having obſerved his new friends not very 


much verſed in the principles of taQicks or fortifi- 

cation; he therefore ſtudied all the military writers 
both antient and modern, and, in a ſhort time, 

could tell how to have gained every remarkable battle 

that hat been loſt from the beginning of the world. 

He often ſhewed at table how Alexander ſhould 

| have been check'd ia his conquelts, what was the 


fatal error at Pharſalia, how Charles of Sweden 


might have eſcaped his ruin at Pultoxa, and Marl- 
borough might have been made to repent his teme- 


' rity at Blenheim. He entrenched armies upon pa- 


per ſo that no ſuperiority of numbers could force 


them, and modelled in clay many impregnable for- 


trees, on which all the preſent arts of attack would 


de exhauſted without effect. . 


 PoLyeniLU:s, in a ſhort time, obtained a com- 


mimon; but before he could rub off the loiemnity 
_ of a ſcholar, and gain the true air of military vi- 
vacitr, a war was declared, and forces ſent to the 
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continent. Here Polyphilus unhappily found that 
ſtudy alone would not make a ſoldier; for be- 
ing much accuſtomed to think, he let the ſenſe of 
danger ſink into his mind, and felt at the approach 


of any action that terror which a ſentence of death 
would have brought upon him. He ſaw that, in- 
ſtead of conquering their fears, the endeavour of 


his gay friends was only to eſcape them; but his 


philoſophy chained his mind to its object, and ra- 


ther loaded him with ſhackles than turniſhed him 
with arms. He, however, ſuppreſſed his miſery in 


1 ſilence, and paſſed through the campaign with ho- 
nour, but found himſelf utterly unable to ſupport 


Hle then had recourſe again #9 his books, and 
continued to range from one ſtudy to another. As 


I uſually viſit him once a month, and am admit- 
ted to him without previous notice, I have found 
him, within this laſt half year, decyphering the 


Chineſe language, making a farce, co lecting a vo- 
cabulary of the obſolete terms of the Engliſh law, 
writing an inquiry concerning the ancient Corin- 


thian braſs, and forming a new icheme of the va- 


riations of the needle. 


'Tavs is this powerful genius, which might have 


extended the ſphere of any ſcience, or benefited 
the world in any profeſſion, diſſipated in a bound- 
leſs variety, without profit to others or himſelf. He 
makes ſudden irruptions into the regions of know- 
ledge, and ſees all obſtacles give way before him; 
but he never ſtays long encugh to compleat his con- 


queſt, to eſtablith laws, or bring away the ſpoils. 


SUCH is often the folly of men, whom nature 

has enabled to obtain ſkill and knowledge, on terms 

ſo eaſy, that they have no ſenſe of the value of the 
acquiſition; they are qualified to make ſuch ſpeedy 


| progreſs in learning, that they think themſelves at 


_ liberty 
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liberty to loiter in the way, and by turning aſide 


after every new object, loſe the race, like Atalanta, 


to {lower competitors, who preſs diligently forward, 


nad whole force is directed to a lingle pot. 


I nave often thought thoſe happy that have been 


fixed, from the firlt dawn of thought, in a deter- 
mination to ſome ſtate of life, by the choice of 
one, whoſe authority may preclude caprice, and 
whoſe influence may prejudice them in favour of 


his opinion. The general precept of conſulting the 
renius is of little uſe, unleſs we are told, how the 


genius can be known. If it is to be diſcovered 
only by experiment, life will be loſt, before the 


reſolution can be fixed ; if any other indications 
are to be found, they may, perhaps, be very early 


diſcerned. At leaſt, if to miſcarry in an attempt 
be a proof of having miſtaken the direction of the 
genius, men appear not less frequently deceived . 
with regard to themſelves than to others; and, 
| therefore, no ore has much re. n to complain that 
his life was plained cut by his friends, or to be 
confident that he ſhould have had either more ho- 


nour, or happineſs. by den abandoned to the 
chance of his own fancy. 


Tr was ſaid of the learned biſhop e 


chat, when he was preparing his lectures, he heſi- 
tated fo much, a rejected fo often, that, at the 
time of reading, he was often forced to produce, 
not what was beſt, but what happened to be at 
hand. This will be the ſtate of every man, who, 
in the choice of his employment, balances all the 
arguments on every fide ; the complication is ſo in- 
tricate, the motives and objections fo numerous, 
there is fo much play for the imagination, and ſo 
much remains in the power of others, that reaſon. 
is forced at laſt ro reſt in neutrality, the deciſion 


devolves into the hands of chance, and after a 
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be reſolved, the reſt muſt often paſs i in repenting the 
_ unneceſſary delay. and can be uſeful to few other 


purpoſes than to warn others againſt the ſame folly, 


and to how, that of two ſtates of life equally con- 


ſiſtent with religion and virtue, he who chuſes car- 
lieſt chuſes beſt. 


A r e e erer 


Neves. 20. ö May 26, 1750. | 


Ad 3 f balerot, ego te intuc, et in cute novi, Prxsfus, 


Such pagean:ry be to the people fhown ; 

There boat thy horſe's trappings and tay 2wn ; 

I know thee to thy bottom ; from within yn 
Thy ſhallow centre, to thy urmoit ſkin, Da ron. 


| MONG the numerous firatagems, be which 


pride endeavours to recommend folly to re- 


gard, there is ſcarcely one that mects with leſs ſuc- 


ceſs than affectation, or a perpetual diſguiſe of the 

real character, by fictitious appearances : whether it 

be, that every man hates falthood, from the natural 
cCongruity of truth to his faculties of reaſon, cr that 
every man is jealous of the honour of bi“ under. 
ſtanding, and thinks his diſcernment conſequenti. 
ally called in queſtion, whenever any tuing is exhi- 
bites under 2 borro wed form. 


Tas RES from all kinds of ai! guiſe, what- 


ever be i:s cauſe, is univerſally diffuſed, and inceſ- 


ſantly in action; nor is it neceſſary, that, to exaſpe- 


rate deteſtation, or excite contempt, any intcreſt 

ſhould be invaded, or any competition attempted ; 
it is ſufficient, that there is an intention to deceive, 85 
an intention which every heart ſwells to . and 
every tongue Is buſy t to detect. 


Tus reflexion was awakened * in | my mind by a 


very common practice among wy cc -rreiponeent:, of 8 


Writir, 8 


[a 
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writing under characters which they cannot ſypport, 


which are of no uſe to the explanation or enforce - 


ment of that which they deſcribe cr recommend; 


and which, therefore, fince they aſſume them 
only for the fake of diſplaying their abilities, I will 
adviſe them for the future to forbear, as laborious 
without advantage. „% 


Ir is almoſt a general ambition of thoſe who fa- 
your me with their advice for the regulation of m). 
conduct, or their contribution for the aſſiſtance of 


my underſlanding, to affect the ſtyle and the names 
of ladies. And I cannot always withold ſome ex- 


preſſion of anger, like Sir Hugh in the comedy, when 
1 happen to find that a woman has a beard. I muſt, 
therefore, warn the gentle Phyhis, that ſhe ſend me 
no more letters from the Horie-Guards ; and require 
of Belinda, that ſhe be content to reſign her pre- 
tenſions to female elegance, till ſhe has lived three 


weeks without hearing the politicks of Batſon's cof- 
fee houſe. I muſt indulge myſelf in the liberty of 
_ obſerving, that there were ſome alluſions in Chlo- 
ris's 33 ſufficient to ſhew that Bracton and 
Plowden are her favourite authors; and that Eu- 


phelia has not been long enough at home, to wear 
out all the traces of the phraſeology, which ſhe leain- 
ed in the expedition to C2 chagena. It 


Auoxc all m ſemale friends, there was none 
who gave me me trouble to decypher her true cha 
racter, than Pe. eſilea, whole letter lay upon ny 


deik three day tore I could fix upon the ren! 


wr: er. There a confuſion of images, and ned. 
ley of b:rbar:c Which helden in ſuſpenſe; t.! 


by perſevera e, | arfentan,ied et“. perpi- v. and 


found, that Pentheſuea is the ſon of a wealthy 80.4. 
jobber, wl:9 ſpends his morning under his father 


eye, in Change- Alley, dincs at a tavern in Corel 


Garden, paſies his evening in the playnou'r, id 


bene the night at a gaming-table, c. 
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learned the dialect of theſe various regions, has 


mingled them all in a ſtudied compoſition. 


Wurn Lee was once told by a critic, that it was 


very eaſy to write like a madman, he anſwered, that 
it was difficult to write like a madman, but eaſy e- 
nough to write like a fool; and, I hope to be ex- 


cuſed by my kind contributors, if, in imitation of 


this great author, I preſume to remind them, that it 


is much eaſier not to write like a min, than to write 


like a woman. 


TI nave, indeed, ſome ingenious well-wiſhers, 


Who, without departing from their ſex, have found 
very wonderful appellations. A very ſmart letter 


has been ſent me from a puny enſign, figned 
Ajax Telamonius ; another, in recommendation of 


a new treatiſe upon cards, from a gameſter, who 
calls himſelf Seſoſtris; and another upon the im- 


provements of the fiſhery, from Diocleſian: but as 
| theſe ſeem on!y to have picked up their appellations 
by charce, without endeavouring at any particular 

im poſture, their improprieties are rather inftances of 
| blunder, than of affectation, and are, therefore, not 


_ equally fitted to inflame the hoſtile paſſions ; for it is 


not folly but pride, not error but deceit, which the 
word means to perſecute, when it raiſes the full cry 


of nature to hunt down affectation. 


: | TI E hatred, which diſſimulation always draws up- 


on itſelf, is ſo great, that if I did not know how _ 
much cunning differs from wiſdom, I ſhould wonder 
that any men have fo little Knowledge of their own 


Intereſt, as to aſpire to wear a maſk for life; to try 
to impoſe upon the world a character, to which they 
feel themſelves void cf any juſt claim; and to ha- 


zard their quiet, their fame, and even their profit, by 


expoſing themſelves to the danger of that reproach, 


_ maievolence, and neglect, which ſuch a diſcovery as 
they have always to fear will certainly bring upon 


them. Ir 
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Ir might be imagined, that the pleaſure of repu- 
tation ſhould conſiſt in the ſatis faction of having our 
_ nion of our own, merit confirmed by the ſuffre age 
oi the publick; and that, to be extolled for a quali ty. 
which a man knows himſelf to want, ſhould give him 
no other happineſs than to be miſtaken for the owner 
of an eftate, over which he chances to be travelling. 
But he, who tubfilts upon affectation, knows nothing 
of titis delicacy ; like a deip erate adventurer in com- 
merce, he takes up reputation upon truſt, morigages 
poſſciſions which he never had, and enjoys, to the 
fatal hour of bankrupcy, though with a thouland 


tarrors aud anxieties, the unuecefiary ſplendour of 


bor: Wed riches. 


4 FECTAT10N is to be alwavs Aidinguilt 4 from 

hypocriſy, as being the art of counterfeiting (hole 
qualities, which we might, with innocence and ſafe- 
ty, be known to want. Thus the man, Who, 20 
carry on any fraud, or to conceal any. crime, pretends 


to rigours of devotion, and exactneſs of life, is 


_ guilty of hy pocrily ; and his guilt is greater, as the 


end, for wiich he puts on the falſe appearance, is 


more pernicious. But he that, with an awkward 


addreis, and unpleaſing countenance, boaſts of the 
conqueſts made by him among the ladies, and counts 
over the thouſands which he might have poſſeſſed if 


he would have ſubmitted to the yoke of matrimony, 


is chargeable only with affoctation. Hypocriſy is 
the neceſſary burthen of villainy, affectation part of 
the choſen trappings of Folly ; the one completes a 
Villain, the other only hnyihes a fop. Contempt i- the 
ctat on, and detettation the 


proper punithment of affec 
juk conſequence of 5 0 ocrily 


ViTy the hypocrite It 15 not at t preſent my inten- 
on n to expottulite, though even he might be taught 


the excellency of virtue, by the necefuty of ſeenüng 


to be virtuous ; but the man of affectation may, per- 
ha ps, be reclaimed, by finding how liue he 15 » Lei 5 


W 
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to gain by perpetual conſtraint, and inceſſant vigi- 
lance, and how much more iecurely he might make 
his way to eſteem, by cultivating real, than * 
ing counter felt qualities. 


Evxxr thing future is to be eſtimate! by a wile 
man, in proportion to the probability of attainir git, 
and its value waen atiained ; and neither of thele 
conſiderations will much contribute to the ent ge 
ment of affectation. For, if the pinacle of tance 
be, at belt, flipvery, how unſteady mul. 5 teoting 


be who ſtands „pon j; inac les without foundation ! it 


praiſe be made, by tie inconRancy and maticivuſ- 
neſs of th ſe who mult conter it a bletins which 
no man can promite hurl from the mot conipt. 
cuous merit, and viz, rcus induſtry, how faint mult 


be the hore of gaining it, when the uncertainty is 


_ multiplied by the weakneſs of the pretenſi-ns ! He 


that perſues fame with juſt claims, tivits his bappi- 
neſs to the winds ; but he that endes vovrs after it, 
by falſe merit. has to fear, net .nly tue violence of 
the ſtorm, but the leaks of kia velicl. Though he : 


ſhould happen to keep abore water for a time, by 


the help of a ſoft breeze, and a calm ſea, at the fiſt 
guſt he muſt inevitably founder, with this melan- 


choly reil-xion, that, if he wouid have been con- 
tent with his natural lation, he might hve eſcaped 
his calamity. Affectation may p- Abi ſucceed for 
a time, and a man mav, by great attention, periuade 
others, thut he really has the qualities winch he 
preſumes to boaſt; but the hour wil come chen he 
ſhould exert then, and then whatever he enjoyed in 
Praiſe, he mult ſulfer in reproach. 


1 . and 1 a For wb means 0 


be counted among the neceſſaries of life. and there- 

fore any indirect arts to obtain them have very little 
claim to pardon or compaſſion. I here is ſcarcely 
any man without ſome valuable cr improveable qua- 

* by wich he might alu 23's ſecure himſelf from 
5 | bac 


——— : >. £4 
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contempt. And perhaps exemption from ignominy 
Is the moſt eligible reputation, as freedom from pain 


is, among ſome — IR the definition of hap- 
© 


Tr we therefore compare the value 4 the praiſe 
obtained by fictitious excellence, even while the 
cheat is yet undiſcovered, with that kindneſs which 
pu man may ſuit by his virtue, and that eſteem 


to which moſt men may rife by common underſtand- 
ing ſteadily and honellly applied, we ſhall find that 


when from the adſcititious happineſs all the dec ucti- 


ons are made by fear and caſualty, there will re- 


main nothing equiponderant to the ſecurity of truth. 


The ſtate of the poffelior of humble virtues, to the 


affecter of great excellencies, is that of a ſmall cot- 


tage of ſtone, to the palace raiſed with ice by the 


_ empreſs of Ruſia; it was for a time ſplendid and 


luminous, but che ficſt ſhunſhine melted it to nothing. 


eee 


Nuus. 21. Tvzear, May 29, 2 


Terra bung ra: kerle, e moeentes, 5 

Nutrit; & urticæ prexima ſepe roſa eff. Ovin, 
Our bane and phyſic the ſame earth beſto ws, 
ww near the 8 nettle blooms the robe... | 


: 1 ERV man is prompted by the love of himſelf 


to imagine, that he poſleſſes ſome qualities, ſu- 


perior, either in kind or in degree, to thoſe which 


he fees allotted to the reſt of the world; and, what- 


ever apparent diladvantages he may ſuffer in the 


_ compariſon with others, he has ſome inviſible di- 


Ainctions, ſome latent alive of excellence, which 
he throws into the balance, and by which he . : 
77 rally fancies that 1 it is turned! in his favour. 


Tux Gaines and ſpeculative part of ki * : 
n rem to emal the fr aternit ity, as placed in a 
tate 
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ſtate of oppoſition to thoſe who are engaged in the 


tumult of publick buſineſs; and have pleaſed them- | 


ſelves, from age to age, with celebrating the felidity 
of their cn condition, and wich recounting the 
perplexity of politics, the dangers cf greatneſs, the 


anxicties of ambition, and the n 8 of riches. 


Aone the numerous topics of ene that 
their induſtry has diſcovered on this ſubject, there is 
n:ne which they preſs with greater efforts, or on 
which they have more copiouſly laid out the i Ea- 


fon and their imagination, than the inſtab UN of 
high ations, and the uncertainty with which the 
profits and honours are poſteſſed, that mult be ac- 


| quired with ſo much hazard, vi, gilance and labour, 


Tuis they appear to conſider as an e 


argument : againſt the choice of the ſtateſman and the 


_ warrior; and ſwell with confidence of victory, thus 
furniſhed by the muſes with the arms which never 


can be blunted, and which no art or mate of their 
adverſaries can elude or reñ bit. 


In 1 was well known bs experience to the nations 
which employed elephants in war, that, though by 
the terror of their bulk, and the violence of their 
impreſſion, they often threw the enemy into diſorder, 
yet there was always danger in the uſe of them, very 


nearly equivalent to the advantage; for, if their firſt 


charge could be ſupported, they were eahly driven 
back upon their confederates; they then broke 
5 through the troops behind them, apd made no leis 
havock in the precipitation of their retreat, than in 


the fury of their onſet. 


IT xx05 not whether thoſe, who have ſo vehe- 
mently urged the inconveniences and dangers of an 
active life, have not made uſe of arguments that 


may be retorted with equal force upon them ſelves; | 
and n the happineſs of a candidate for lite- 


rar 
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rary fame be not ſubject to the ſame uncertainty with 
that of him who governs provinces, commands ar- 


mies, preſides in the ſenate, or dictates 1 in the ca- 


binet. 
* | 
 Tuar eminence of learning is not to be gained 
without labour, at leaſt equal to that which any 


other kind of greatneſs C can reuuire, will be allowed 


by thoſe who wiſh to elevate the character of a ſcho- 
lar ; fince they cannot but know, that every human 
acquiſition is valuable in proportion to the difit- 


culty implied in its attainment. And that thoie, 
who have gained the eſteem and veneration of the 


world, by their knowledge or their genivs, are by 
no means exempt from tne ſolicitude which any o- 


ther kind of dignity produces, may be conjectured 


from the innumerable artifices which they make uſe 
of to degrade a ſuperior, to reprels a rival, or ob- 


ſtruct a follower ; artifices ſo grols and mean, as to 
prove evidently how much a man may ex gef in learn- 
ins, without being either more wiſe or more virtu- 
- Cas than thoſe whole! ignorance! he pities or  Ccſpiſes.. 


- Nornixe W remains, by which the ſtudent 
can gratify his defire of appearing to have built his 


kappineſs on a more irm baſis than his antagoniſt, 
except the certainty with which his honours are en- 
joyed. The garlands gained by the heroes of lite- 
ns muſt be gathered from ſummits equally difk- 
cult to climb with thoſe that bear the civic or tri- 
umphal wreaths, they muſt be worn with equal en- 


vy, and guarded with equal care from thoſe hands 


nat are always employed in efforts to tear them a- 
way; the only remaining hope is, that their verdure 
i more la ting, and that they are leſs likely to fail 
by time e, or leis obnoxious to che blatts of accident. 


Evxx his hope win receive very little encourage- 
ment from the examination of the hiltory or learn- 
ning, or obtcrvation of the late of ſcholars in the 


pre- 


6 
wet. x 
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preſent age. If we look back into paſt times, we 
find innumerable names of authors once in high re- 
putation, read perhaps by the beautiful, quoted by 


the witty, and commented by the grave; but of 


whom we now know only that they once exiſted. If 


we conſider the diſtribution of literary fame in our 
own time, we ſhall find it a poſſeſſion of very uncer- 


tain tenure ; ſometimes beſtowed by a ſudden ca- 
price of the publick, and again transferred to a new 


favourite, for no other reaſon than that he is new ; 


ſometimes refuſed to long labour and eminent de- 


ſert, and ſometimes granted to very fight pretenſi- 


ons ; loſt ſometimes by ſecurity and negligence, and 
| ſometimes by too diligent endeavours to retain it. 


A $vccessFur author is equally in danger of the 
diminution of his fame, whether he continues or 
_ ceaſes to write. The regard of the publick is not 
to be kept but by tribute, and the remembrance of 
paſt ſervice will quickly languiſh unleſs ſucceſſive 
performances frequently revive it. Yet in every 


new attempt there is new hazard, and there are few 


who do not, at ſome unlucky time, injure their 


Tua are many poſlible cauſes of that inequa- 


lity which we may ſo frequently obſerve in the per- 


formances of the ſame man, from the influence of 


which no ability or induſtry is ſufficiently ſecured, 


and which have ſo often ſullied the ſplendor of ge- 


nius, that the wit, as well as the conqueror, may be 
properly cautioned not io indulge his pride with too 


early triumphs, but to defer to the end of life his eſti- 


mate of happineſss. 

Expecr̃anda dies bomini, dicigue beatus 

Ante cbitum nemo, ſuftremague funcra deber. 
But no frail man, however great or high, | 
Can be concluded bleſt before he die, Appr3oN, 


Aw NG 


— 
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Awoxe the dat urge an author to un- 
dertakings by: tation is impaired, one 
of the moſt tk oned with tender- 


bels, becauto it; . 0 be county ang his” lobe . 
hes, dat he er, l org e Rappens- Wet - 
the ein lea de een - at 
the diefen FFF 
Warded t 72 r Ways td £340 his 
fabjeQ, vii. 2; ib . SO b. ch is 
thrown } + 150 „ ee 
his own con! | LOT SHO. 2,5 O_ 
himſelf by prev... F555 
MiscAkRRHAAGSG E o rh | wiſe fre- 
quently the conlequence. ance with 
the great, which is gene! 2s one of 
the chief pr vileges of lite ent, A 
man, who has once learned tv | 14 exalted 
by familiarity with thoſe, hom „but their 


birth, or their fortunes, or fach ſta, as are jel- 
dom gained by moral excel. e, ſet οõο⁰ie dim, 


oO 


weill not be long without ſabmi. ing his underſtand- 
ing to their conduct; he will ſufte hem to preſcribe 
the courſe of his ſtudies, and employ him for their 
own purpoſes either of diverſion or intereſt. His de- 


? 


fire of pleaſing thoſe whole favour he : 3s weakly 


made neceſſary to himſelf, will not ſuffer him always 
to conſider how little he is qualified for the work 
impoſed. Either his vanity will tempt him to con- 


ceal his deficiences, or that cowardice, which always 


encroaches faſt upon ſuch as ſpend their lives in the 


company of perſons higher than themſelves, will 
rot leave him reſolution to aſſert the liberty of 


choice. 85 | | 


Bur, though we ſuppoſe that a man by his fortune 
can avoid the neceſſity of dependance, and by his 
_ ſpirit can repel the uſurpations of patronage, yet he 

may exily, by writing long, happen to write ill. 
There 1s a general ſucceſlion of effects, in which 


Con- 
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gles of the mind we do not ealily reject, 
| cannot bear that ſo much labour ſhould be fruitleſs. 


— 
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contraries are produced by periodical viciſſitudes; 
labour and care are rewarded with ſucceſs, ſucccſs 


produces confidence, confidence relaxes induſtry, and 
Negligence ruins that — which accuracy had 


raiſed. 


He 4 happen not to be lulled by praiſe into ſu- 
pineneſs, may be animated by it to undertakings 


above his ſtrength, or incited to fancy himſelf alike 


qualified for every kind of compoſition, and able to 


8 comply with the publick taſte through all its varia- 
tions. By ſome opinion like this, many men have 


been engaged, at an advanced age, in attempts which 


they had not time to complete, and, after a few 


weak efforts, ſunk into the grave with vexation to 
ſee the riling generation gain ground upon them. 


From theſe failures the higheſt genius is not exempt ; 


that judgment which appears ſo penetrating, when it 


is employed upon the works of others, very often 
fails where intereſt or paſſion can exert their power. 
_ We are blinded in examining our own labours by in- 
numerable prejudices. Our juvenile compoſitions 
pleaſe us, becauſe they King to our minds the re- 
membrance of youth; our later performances we 


are ready to eſteem, 33 we are unwilling to 


think that we have made no improvement; what 
flows eaſily from the pen charms us, becauſe we read 


with pleaſure that which flatters our opinion of our 
own powers; what was compoſed with 2 ſtrug- 


ecauſe we 


But the reader has none of theſe pre poſieſſions, and 
v-onders that the author is fo unlike himſelf, with- 
out conſidering that the fame ſoil will, with different 


| culture, allord diiterent products. 


Nun. 
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Nous. 22. SATURDAY, Jure 2, 1750. 


Ego nec fludium fine divite vera, 125 
Nec rude quid profit video ingenium, alterius fc 


Altera poſcit opem res, & conjurat amice. Hon. 
Without a genius learning ſoars in vain; J 


And without learning genius ſinks again: 
Their force united crowns the ſprightly reign. 


ExTMIxsToR. 


| IT and 1 were the A of 


VV Apollo, by different mothers ; Wir was the 


offspring of EuyryRosYNE, and reſembled her in 


chearfulneſs and vivacity ; LEANKNING was born of 


Sor li, and retained her ſeriouſneſs and caution. As 


their mothers were rivals, they were bred up by 
them, from their birth, in habitual oppoſition, and 
all means were ſo inceſſantly employed to impreſs 


upon them a hatred and contempt of each other, 


that though Apollo, who foreſaw the ill effects of 
their diſcord, endeavoured to ſoften them, by di? 
viding his regard equally between them, yet his im- 
partiality and kindneſs were without effect; the 
maternal animoſity was deeply rooted, having been 
intermingled with their firit ideas, and was con- 


firmed every hour, as freſh opportunities occurred of 
_ exercing it. No ſooner were they of age to be re- 
cetved into the apartments of the other celeſtials, 


tan Wir began to entertain Venus at her toilet, 
by aping the ſolemnity of LSAMNNINc, and Lx AAN - 
1 to divert Minerva at her loom, by expoſing the 


5 - 


__ Tuvs they grew up, with malice perpetually in- 

c:eahng, by the encouragement which each receiv- 
ed from thoſe whom their mothers had perſuaded 
to patroniſe and ſupport them; and longed to be 
admitted to the table of Jupiter, not ſo much for 


he hope of. gaining honoug, as of excluding a ri- 


; 
[ 
| 
| 
[ 
1 
| 
| 
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val from all pretenſions to regard, and of putting 
an everlaſting ſtop to the progreſs of that influence 
which either believed the other to have obtained 
by mean arts and falſe appearances. e | 


Ar laſt the day came, when they were both, 
with the uſual ſolemnities, received into the claſs of 
ſuperior deities, and allowed to take nectar from 
the hand of Hebe. But from that hour Cox cob 


loſt her authority at the table of jupiter. The ri- 
vals, animated by their new dignity, and incited by 


the alternate applauſes of the aſſociate powers, har- 


raſſed each other by inceſſant conteſts, with ſuch a 


regular vicifitude of victory, that neither was de- 
preſſed. 5 TY e | wo, 

Ir was obſervable, that at the beginning of every 
debate, the advantage was on the fide of WIr; 


and that, at the firſt falhes, the whole aflembly | 
ſparkled, according to Homer's expreſſion, with | 
yy ea, con merriment. But LEARNING would | 

her ſtrength till the burſt of applauſe was | 
over, and the languor with which the violence of | 


_ reſerve 


joy is alway ſucceeded, began to promiſe more calm 


and patient attention. She then attempted her de- 


| Fence, and, by comparing one part of her antago- 


niſt's objections with another, commonly made | 
him confute himſelf ; or, by ſhewing how ſmall a 


part of the queſtion he had taken into his view, 
proved that his opinion could have no weight. The 
audience began gradually to lay aſide their prepo(- 

ſeſſions, and roſe, at laſt, with great veneration for 

 LrarNiNG, but with greater kindneſs for WIr. 


Tue conduct was, whenever they deſired to 
recommend themſelves to diſtinction, entirely oppo- 
ſite. Wir was daring and adventurous ; LEAaN- 
ta cautious and deliberate. Wir thought nothing 
reproachful but duineſs; Leaxnmc was afraid of 
no impuration, but that of error. Wer _— 5 

5 1 35 2 
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ed before he underitcod, left his quickneſs of ap- 
prehenſion ſhould be queſtioned ; LEARN IN pauſed, 
where there was no difficulty, leſt any inſidious ſo- 
phiſm ſhould lie undiſcovered. Wir perplexed 
every debate by rapidity and confufion ; Learning 
tired the hearers with endleſs diſlinctions, and pro- 
longed the. diſpute without advantage, by proving 
that which never was denied. Wir, in hopes of 
ſhining, would venture to produce what he had not 
conſidered, and often ſucceeded beyond his own ex- 
ectation, by following the train of a lucky thought; 
-EARN1NG would reject every new notion, for fear 


of being intangled in conſequences which ſhe could 


not foreſee, and was often hindered, by her caution, 
from preſſing her advantages, and ſubduing her op- 
1 . 


Bor u had prejudices, which in ſome degree hin- 


dered their progreſs towards perfection, and left 
them open to attacks. Novelty was the darling of 


| Wir, and antiquity of Learnine. To Wir, all 


| that was new, was ſpecious; to LEearninG, what- 
ever was antient, was venerable. Wir, however, 
ſeldom failed to divert thoſe whom he could not 


convince, and to convince was not often his ambi- 
tion; LEarnaxG always ſupported her opinion with 
ſo many collateral truths, that, when the cauſe was 
decided againſt her, her arguments were remember- 
ed with admiration. EE, E | 


| _ NoTrxinG was more common, on either fide, 

than to quit their proper characters, and to hope 
| for a compleat conqueſt by the uſe of the weapons 

which had been employed againſt them. Wir 
would ſo netimes labour a ſyllogiſm, and Learn- 
1x6 diſtort her features with a jeſt; but they always 
_ ſuffered by the experiment, and betrayed themſelves 
to confutation or contempt. The ſeriouſneſs of 
Wir was without dignity, and the merriment of 
_ Laannme without vwacdy. - EE EEG 
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Tui conteſts, by long continuance, grew at 


laſt important, and the divinities broke into parties. 


Wir was taken into the protection of the Jaughter- þ 
loving Venus, had a retinue allowed him of SwiLEs . 
and Jxsrs, and was often permitted to dance among 


the Graces. Learninc ſtill continued the favou- 
rite of Minerva, and ſeldom went out of her pa- 
lace, without a train of the ſeverer virtues, C A- 
STITY, TEMurERAN CERN, ForTITUDE, and La- 
Bour. Wir, cohabiting with MaLIc E, had a fon 


named Sar v, who followed him, carrying a qui- 


ver filled with poiſoned arrows, which, where they 
once drew blood, could by no ſkill ever be extract- 


ed. Theſe arrows he frequently ſhot at Learx- 


i, when ſhe was moſt earneſtly or uſefully em- 
ployed, engaged in abſtruſe inquiries, or giving in- 
ſtructions to her followers. Minerva, therefore, 
deputed Catricisu to her aid, who generally 


broke the point of SaTYR's arrows, turned them 


1 aſide, or retorted them on himſelf, | 5 


. JuerTER was at laſt angry, that the peace of the 
| heavenly regions ſhould be in perpetual danger of 


violation, and reſolved to diſmiſs theſe troubleſome 
antagoniſts to the lower world. Hither therefore 


they came, and carried on their antient quarrel 


among mortals, nor was either long without zea- 
lous votaries. Wir, by his gaiety, captivated the 
young; and Learxixc, by her authority, influ- 
_ enced the old. Their power quickly appeared by 
very eminent effects, theatres were built for the re- 
ception of wit, and colleges endowed for the reſi- 


dence of Learxixc. Each party endeavoured to 


outvy the other in coſt and magnificence, and to 


propagate an opinion, that it was neceſſary, from 


the firſt entrance into life, to enliſt in one of the 


factions ; and that none could hope for the regard 
of either divinity, who had once entered the temple 


of the rival power, 


 Turneg 
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Tub at were indeed a claſs of mortals, by whom 
Wir and LEearxinG were equally diſregarded : 


Theſe were the devotees of Plutus, the god of 
_ riches ; among theſe it ſeldom happened that the 


gaiety of Wir could raiſe a ſmile, or the eloquence 
of LEaRNING procure attention, In revenge of 
this contempt, they agreed to incite their followers 
againſt them; but the forces that were ſent on 
thoſe expeditions frequently betrayed their truſt; 
and, in contempt of the orders which they had re- 

ceived, flattered the rich in public, while they 


ſcorned them in their hearts; and when, by this 


treachery, they had obtained the favour of  Plutus, 
affected to look with an air of fuperiority on thoſe 


who {till remained in the ſervice of Wir and 


LEARNING, 8 | 


Dieter with thei: defertions, the e en, 


at the ſame time, petitioned Jupiter for re-admiſſion 


to their native habitations, Jupiter thundered on the 


right hand, and they prepared to obey the happy 2 
ſummons. WIr readily ſpread his wings, and ſoar- 


ed aloft, but not being able to ſee far, was be- 
wildered in the pathleſs immenſity of the ethereal 
ſpaces. Lea RN, who knew the way, ſhook 

her pinions ; but for want of natural vigour could 
only take ſhort flights: ſo, after many efforts, they 
both ſunk again to the ground, and learned, from 


| | their mutual diſtreſs, the neceſſity of union. They 


therefore joined their hands, and renewed their 


night: LEARNING was borne up by the vigour of 
Wir, and Wir guided by the pe 

1xG. They ſoon reached the dwellings of Jupi- 
ter, and were ſo endeared to each other, that they 


picacity of LEarN- 


lived afterwards in perpetual concord. Wir per- 
ſuaded LEARNING to converſe with the Graces, 
and LEAR NIN engaged Wir in the ſervice of the 


 VigrTues. They were now the favourites of all 
the powers of heaven, and gladdened every ban- 
quet by their preſence. 


They ſoon after married, 
1 „ 
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at the command of Jupiter, and had a numerous 
3 of ArTs and SCIENCES. 


| Nuns. 23. Tvz5Dar, June 55 1750. 


Tres mibi convive prope difſentire videntur; 


Poſcentur vario multum diverſa palate. Hoa. 


Three gueſts I have, diſſenting at * eat, 
| Requiring each to gratify his & WS - 


Wich different food. els Faaxcre, 


"HAT every man ſhould regulate his actions | | 


by his own conſcience, without any regard 


to the opinions of the reſt of the world, is one of 
the firſt precepts of moral prudence ; juſtified not 
only by the ſuffrage of reaſon, which declares that 
none of the gifts of heaven are to lie uſeleſs, but 
dy the voice likewiſe of experience, which will foon _ 
inform us that, if we make the praiſe or blame of 
Others the rule of our conduct, we ſhall be diſtradt- 
ed by a boundleſs variety of irreconcileable judg- 
ments, be held in perpetual ſuſpenſe between con- 
trary impulſes, and conſult for ever without deter- 
; mination. 


i KNOW not whether: for the Sa reaſon, it th 


not neceſſary for an author to place ſome confi- 
dence in his own ſkill, and to ſatisfy himſelf in the 


knowledge that he has not deviated from the eſta- 


| bliſhed law of compoſition, without ſubmitting his 


works to frequent examinations before he gives 


them to the publick, or endeavouring to ſecure ſuc- 
ceſs by a ſolicitous conformity 1 to advice and cri- 
ticiſm. 8 | 


Is is, . quickly 1 e, that PE TE 


tation and compliance can conduce little to the per- 
 tettion of any literary performance; for whoever is 


lo 


G 


— 
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ſo doubtful of his own abilities as to encourage the 
remarks of others, will find himſelf every day em- 


barraſſed with new difficulties, and will harraſs his 


mind, in vain, with the hopelefs labour of uniting 
heterogeneous ideas, digeſting independent hints, 


and collecting into one point the ſeveral rays of 


borrowed light, emitted often with contrary di- 
rections. . 5 855 5 5 


Or all authors, thoſe who retail their labours in 
periodical ſheets would be molt unhappy, if they 


were much to regard the cenſures or the admoni- 


tions of their readers; for, as their works are not 


| ſent into the world at once, but by ſmall parts in 


gradual ſucceſſion, it is always imagined, by thoſe 


who think themſclves qualified to give inſtructions, 

that they may yet redeem their former _—_— by 
hearkening to better judges, and ſupply the defici- 
| encies of their plan, by the help of the criticiſms 


| I avs had occaſion to obſerve, ſometimes with 
vexation, and ſometimes with merriment, the diffe- 
rent temper with which the ſame man reads a print- 


ed and manuſcript performance. When a book is 
once in the hands of the public, it is conſidered as 
1 2 and unalterable; and the reader, if he 


free from perſonal prejudices, takes it up with 


no other intention than of pleaſing or inſtrufting 
himſelf; he accommodates his mind to the author's 
_ defign; and, having no intereſt in refuſing the amuſe- 


ment that is offered him, never interrupts his own 


_ tranquillity by ſtudied cavils, or deſtroys his ſatis- 
faction in that which is already well, by an anxious 
enquiry how it might be better; but is often con- 


tented without pleaſure, and pleaſed without per- 


fection. 5 


dor ifthe ſame man be called to confider the 
| merit of a production yu. RIGS, he brings 


_ HE 


4 ima- 
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imagination heated with objections to paſliages, 
which he has yet never heard; he invokes all the 


powers of criticiſm, and ftores his memory with 


Taſte and Grace, Purity and Delicacy, Manners 
and Unities, ſounds which, having been once ut- 


_ tered by thoſe that underitood them. have been fiince 
_ r7e-echoed without meaning, and xept up to the 
diſturbance of the world, by a conſtant repercufiic 11 


trom one coxcomb to another. He conſiders br 


ſelf as obliged to ſhew, by iome proof of his abi- 
lities, that he is not conſulted to no purpoſe, ard, 
_ therefore, watches every opening for objection, and 
looks round for every opportunity to propoſe ſome 
ſpecious alteration. Such opportunities a very ſmall 
degree of ſagacity will enable him to find; tor, in 


every work of imagination, the diſpoſition of parts, 


the inſertion of incidents, and uſe of decorations, 
may be varied a thouſand ways with equal proprie- 
ty; and as, in things nearly equal, that will al- 
ways ſcem beſt to every man which he himſelf pro- 
duces, the critic, whoſe buſineſs is only to propoſe, 
without the care of execution, can never want the 
ſatisfaction of believing that he has ſuggeſted very 
important improvements, nor the power of enforc- 
ing his advice by arguments, which, as they appear 
_ convincing to himſelf, either his kindneſs, or his 


vanity, will preſs obſtinately and importunately, 


without ſuſpicion that he may poſſibly judge too 


haſtily in favour of his own advice, or enquiry 


whether the advantage of the new ſcheme be pro- 
portionate to the labour. „ | 


Ix is obſerved, by the younger Pliny, that an 
_ orator ought not ſo much to ſelect the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments which his cauſe admits, as to employ all 


which his imagination can afford ; for, in plead- 


ing. thoſe reaſons are of moſt value, which will 

moſt affect the judges ; and the judges, ſays he, will 

be always molt touched with that which they had 
detore conceived. Every man, who is called to 


vive 


| 
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give his opinion of a performance, decides upon 
the ſame principle; he firſt ſuffers himſelf to form 
expectations, and then is angry at his diſappoint- 
ment. He lets his imagination rove at large, and 


wonders that another, equally unconfined in the 


boundleſs ocean of poſſibility, takes a different 


courſe. 5 


Bor. though the rule of Pliny be judiciouſly 


laid down, it is not applicable to the writer's cauſe, 
becauſe there always lies an appeal from domeſtick 
_ criticiſm to a higher judicature, and the publick, 
Which is never corrupted, nor often deceived, is to 
_ paſs the laſt ſentence upon literary claim. 


Or the great force of preconceived opinions I 
had many proofs, when T 
weekly labour. My readers having, from the per- 
 formances of my predeceſſors, eſtabliſhed an idea 
of unconnected eſſays, to which they believed all 
future authors under a neceſſity of conforming, 
were impatient of the leaſt deviation from their 
{yitem, and numerous remonſtrances were accord- 
ingly made by each, as he found his favourite ſub- 
jekt omitted or delayed. Some were angry that 
the RamiBLEeR did not, like the Srrerarok, in- 
troduce himſelf to the acquaintance of the publick, 
by an account of his own birth and ſtudies, an 
cnumeration of his adventures, and a deſcription of 


his phyſiognomy. Others ſoon began to remark 


mat he was a folemn, ſerious, dictatorial, writer, 
without ſpright ineſs or gaiety, and called out with 
 vehemmence for mirth and humour. Another admo- 
niſhed him to have a ſpecial eye upon the various 
lubs of this great city, and informeq him that much 
of the Spectator's vivacity was laid out upon ſuch 
1iemblies. He has been cenſured for not imita- 
ting the politeneſs of his predeceſſors, having hither- 
do neglected to take the ladies under his protection, 
Ind give them rules for the juſt oppoſition of co- 
„„ „% ¾ lours, 
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firſt entered upon this 


4 
= 
| 
| 
'' 
| 
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ticular cenſure upon tho 
with ſpectacles. And another is very much offend - 
ed whenever he meets with a ſpeculation, in which 
naked precepts are compriſed, without the imitation 
of examples and characters. 


on imagination. 
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lours, and the proper dimenſions of ruffles and pin- 
ners. He has been required by one to fix a par- 
fe matrons who play at cards 


Jux E not the leaſt queſtion that all theſe moni- 


| tors intend the promotion of my deſign, and the in- 
ſtruction of my readers; but they do not know, or 
do not reflect that an author has a rule of choice 


peculiar to himſelf; and ſelects thoſe ſubjects 
which he is beſt qualified to treat, by the courſe 
of his ſtudies, or the accidents cf his life ; that 


ſome topicks of amuſement have been already treat- 


ed with too much ſucceſs to invite a competition ; 


and that he who endeavours to gain many readers, 

muſt try various arts of invitation, eſſay every ave- 
nue of pleaſure, and make frequent changes in his 

methods of approach _ a 


q I canxor but conſider myſelf amidſt FYY tumult 
ol criticiſm, as a ſhip in a poetical tempeſt, impell- 


ed at the ſame time by oppoſite winds, and daſhed 


| by the waves from every quarter, but held upright 
dy the contrariety of the aſiailants, and ſecured, in 
_ ſome meaſure, by multiplicity of diſtreſs. Had the 


opinion of my cenfurers been unanimous, it might, 


perhaps, have overſet my reſolution ; but fince 1 
find them at variance with each other, I can, with- 
out ſcruple, negle& them, and endeavour to gain 
the favour of the publick, by folbwing the direction 
of my own reaſon, and indulging the ſallies of my 


% 
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Nums. 24. SaTUrDaY, June 9, 1750. 


Nemo in ſeſe tentat deſcendere, PznzIUs, 


frequent repetition, there is none more famous 
among the maſters of antient wiſdom, than that 
compendious leſſon, T12%% ocravla, Be acquainted with 


thyſelf; aſcribed by ſome to an oracle, and by 


others to Chilo of Lacedemon. 


THis is, indeed, a dictate, which, in the whole 
extent of its meaning, may be ſaid to compriſe all 
the ſpeculation requiſite to a moral agent. For 
what more can be neceſſary to the regulation of life, 

than the knowledge of our original, our end, our 
duties, and our relation to other beings ? 20 


| Ir is however very improbable that the firſt au 
chor, whoever he was, intended to be underſtood 

in this unlimitted and complicated ſenſe; for of the 
inquiries, which, in ſo large an acceptation, it would 

ſeem to recommend, ſome are too extenſive for the 
powers of man, and ſome require light from above, 
which was not yet indulged to the heathen world. 


W might have had more ſatisfaction concern- 


ing the original import of this celebrated ſentence, 
if hiſtory had informed us, whether it was uttered 
as a general inſtruction to mankind, or as a parti- 
ceular caution to ſome private inquirer ; whether it 
Vas applied to ſome ſingle occaſion, or laid down as 
JJ . 


| Tus will oecur, upon the ſlighteſt conſidera- - 
tion, many poſſible circumſtances, in which this mo- 
_ nition might very A 5 


f None, none deſcends into himſelf, n | : 


| MONG the precepts, or aphoriſms, admit- 
ted by general conſent, and inculcated by 
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error in human conduct muſt ariſe from ignorance 


in ourſelves, either perpetual or temporary ; and 
happen either becauſe we do net know what is 


beit and fitteſt, or becauſe our knowledge is at the 
time of action not preſent to the mind. 


Warn a man employs himſelf upon remote and 
unneceſſary ſubje&+, and waſtes his life upon que- 


ſtions, which cannot be reſolved, and of which the 


| ſolution worll conduce very little to the advance- 
ment of happineſs ; he, when he laviſhes his hours 
in calculating the weight of the terraqueous globe, 
or in adjuſting ſucceſſive ſyſtems of worlds beyond 
the reach of the teleſcope; he may be very properly 


recalled from his excurſions by this precept, and re- 
minded that there is a nearer being with which it 1s 


| his duty to be more acquainted; and from which, 
his attention has hitherto been witheld, by ſtudies, 
to which he has no other motive, than vanity or cu- 


Tux great praiſe of Socrates is, that he drew the 

wits of Greece, by his inſtruction and example, 

from the vain perſuit of natural philoſophy to mo- 
ral inquiries, and turned their thoughts from ſlars 


and tzdes, and matter and motion, upon the various 


modes of virtue, and relations of life. All his le- 
ctures were but commentaries upon this ſaying ; if 


we ſuppoſe the knowledge of ourſelves recommend- 


ed by Chilo, in oppoſition to other inquiries Ie ſs 


ſuitable to the ſtate of man. 


Tue great fault of men of learning is ſtill, that 

they offend againſt this rule, and appear willing to 

, — any thing rather than themſelves; for which 

| on they are often deſpiſed by thoſe, with whom 
they imagine themſelves above compariſon ; deſpi- 
| fed, as uſeleſs to common purpoſes, as unable to 
conduct the moſt trivial affairs, and unqualified to 
perform thoſe offices by which the —— 


re 
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of ſociety is preſerved, and mutual tenderneſs ex- 


cited and maintained. 


Ger tpvus is a man of great penetration, and deep 


reſearches. Having a mind naturally formed for the 
abſtruſer ſciences, he can comprehend intricate com- 
binations without confuſion, and being of a temper 
naturally cool and equal, he is ſeldom interrupted 


by his paſſions in the perſuit of the longeſt chain of 
unexpected conſequences. He has, therefore, a long 


time indulged hopes, that the ſolution of ſome pro- 
blems, by which the profeſſors of ſcience have been 
_ hitherto baffled, is reſerved for his genius and indu- 
ſtry. He ſpends his time in the higheſt room of his 


houſe, into which none of his family are ſuffered to 
enter; and when he comes down to his dinner, or 
his reſt, he walks about like a ſtranger that is there 
only for a day, without any tokens of regard or 


_ tenderneſs. He has totally diveſted himſelf of all 
human ſenſations; he has neither eye for beauty, 
nor ear for complaint; he neither rejoices at the 
gcod fortune of his neareſt friend, nor mourns for 
any publick or private calamity. Having once re- 


ceived a letter, and given it his ſervant to read, he 
was informed, that it was written by his brother, 


who, being ſhip-wrecked, had ſwam naked to land, 


and was deſtitute of neceſſaries in a foreign coun- 


try. Naked and deſtitute! ſays Gelidus, reach down 

the laſt volume of meteorological obſervations, ex- 
tract of an exact account of the wind, and note it 
carefully in the diary of the weather. . 


Tus family of Gelidus once broke into his ſtudy, 
to ſhew him that a town at a ſmall diſtance was on 

fire, and in a few moments a ſervant came up to tell 

him, that the flame had caught ſo many houſes on 


both ſides, that the inhabitants were confounded, 
and began to think rather of eſcaping with their 


lives, than ſaving their dwerlings. What you tell 
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me, ſays Gelidus, is very probable, for fire natu- 
rally acts in a circle. = | 


| Tavs lives this great philoſopher, inſenſible to 
every ſpectacle of diſtreſs, and unmoved by the 
loudeſt call of ſocial nature, for want of conſidering 
that men are deſigned for the ſuccour and comfort 
of each other; that, though there are hours which 
may be laudably ſpent upon knowledge not imme 
diately uſeful, yet the firſt attention is due to practi - 
cal virtue; and that he may be juſtly driven out 
from the commerce of mankind, who has ſo far ab- 
ſtracted himſelf from the ſpecies, as to partake nei- 
ther of the joys nor griefs of others, but neg ects 
the endearments of his wife, and the careſſes of his 
children, to count the drops of rain, note the changes 
of the wind, and calculate the eclipſes of the moons 
c — 


| I 54aLr reſerve to ſome future paper the religi- 


ous and important meaning cf this epitome of wiſ- 


dom, and only remark, that it may be applied to the 


gay and light, as well as to the grave and ſolemn 


| youu of life ; and that not only the philaſopher may 
_ forfeit his pretences to real learning, but the wit, 
and the beauty, may miſcarry in their {chemes, by 
the want of this univerſal requiſite, the knowledge 
ef themlelves. > mw 


Iris ſurely for no other reaſon, that we ſee ſuch 
numbers reſolutely ſtruggling againſt nature, and 


cContending for that which they never can attain, en- 


deavouring to unite contradictions, and determined 
to excel in characters inconfiſtent with each other; 
that ſtock jobbers affect dreſ, gaiety, and elegance, 
and mathematicians labour to be wits ; that the ſol- 
dier teazes his acqu+intance with queſtions in theo- 


|  loyy, and the academick hopes to divert the ladies 


| by a recital of his gallantries. That abſurdity .of 
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ride could proceed only from ignorance of them 

| vl by which Garth attempted critictim, and 
Congreve waved his title ro dramatick reputation, 
and defired to be conſidered only as a gentleman. 


__ Eveyves, with great parts, and extenſive Know- 
ledge, has a clouded aſpect, and ungracious form; 
yet it has been his ambition, from his firſt entrance 
into life, to diſtinguiſh himſelf by particularities in 
his dreſs, to outvie beaus in embroidery, to import 


new trimmings, and to be foremoſt in the faſhion. 


Euphues has turned on his exterior appearance, that 
attention, which would always have produced e- 
ſteem had it been fixed upon his mind; ard, 
though his virtues, and abilities, have preſerved him 
from the contempt which he has ſo diligently ſo- 
licited, he has, at leaſt, raiſed one impediment to 
his reputation ; fince all can judge of his dreſs, 
but few of his underſtanding ; and many who diſ- 
cern that he is 4 fop, are unwilling to believe that he 


: pps b alas is ac ths belies ans 


particularly unwilling to obferve the rule of Chilo. 


hey are deſirous to hide from themſelves the ad- 
vances of age, and endeavour too frequently to ſup- 
_ ply the ſprightlineſs and bloom of youth by artificial 
beauty, and forced vivacity. They hope to inflame 
the heart by glances which have loſt their fire, or 


melt it by langour which is no longer delicate; they 


play over the airs which pleaſed at a time when 
they were expected only to pleaſe, and forget that 
airs ought in time to give place to virtues. They 


continue to trifle, becauſe they could once trifle a- 


greeably, till thoſe who ſhared their early pleaſures 
are withdrawn to more ſerious engagements ; and 
are ſcarcely awakened from their dream of perpe- 
_ tual youth, but by the {corn of thoſe whom they en- 
I oe Lac 


| Nuns. 


: 
| 
| 
| 
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| Nuws. 25. TursDar, Jure 12, 1750. 


Poſſunt quia poſſe videntu rx. | . = VIIã GIL. 
For they can conquer who believe th y can, Da vDEN. 


| _ HERE are ſome vices and errors, which, though 
| often fatal to thoſe in whom they are found, 


have yet, by the univerſal conſent of mankind, been 
conſidered as entitled to ſome degree of reſpect, or 
have, at leaſt, been exempted from contemptuous 
infamy, and condemned b 


* 


with pity rather than deteſtation. 


A coxsraxr and invariable example of this ge 


neral partiality will be found in the different regard 


which has always been ſhown to raſhneſs and cow- 


ardice, two vices, of which, though they may be 
_ conceived equally diſtant from the middle point, 
where true fortitude is placed, and may cqually in- 
jure any publick or private intereſt, yet the one is 
never mentioned without ſome kind of veneration, 
And the other always conſidered as a topick of un- 


limited and licentious cenſure, on which all the vi- 


rulence of reproach may be lawfully exerted, 


Tue ſame diſtinction is made, by the common 


ſuffrage, between profuſion and avarice, and, per- 


haps, between many other oppoſite vices : and, as 
| have found reaſon to pay great regard to the voice 


of the people, in cafes where knowledge has been 
forced upon them by experience, without long de- 


ductions or deep reſearches, I am inclined to believe 


that this diſtribution of reſpect, is not without ſome 
agreement with the nature of things; and that in 


the faults, which are thus inveſted with extraordi- 
nary privileges, there are generally ſome latent 
Principles of merit, ſome poſſibilities of future vir- 


gr 


y the ſevereſt moraliſts 


— —_ — 


— 


| 
| 
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tue, which may, by degrees, break from obſtruction, 
and by time and opportunity be brought into act. 


Ir may be laid down as an axiom, that it is 


more eaſy to take away ſuperfluities than to ſupply 
defects ; and, therefore, he that is culpable, becaule 


he has paſſed the middle point of virtue, is always 


accounted a fairer obje& of hope, than he who fails 
by falling ſhort. The one has all that perfection re- 


quires, and more, but the exceſs may be eaſily re- 


trenched; the other wants the qualities requiſite to 

excellence, and who can tell how he ſhall obtain 
them? We are certain that the horſe may be taught 
to keep pace with his fellows, whoſe fault is that he 
leaves them behind. We know that a few ſtrokes 


of the axe will lop a cedar ; but what arts of cul- 


_ tivation can elevate a ſhrub? 


To walk with circumſpection and ſteadineſs in 
the right pith, at an equal diſtance between the ex- 
tremes of error, ought to be the conſtant endeavour 
of every reaſonable being; nor can 1 think thoſe 


teachers of moral wiſdom much to be honoured as 


| benefactors to mankind, who are always enlarging 
upon the difficulty of our duties, and providing ra- 
ther excuſes for vice, than incentives to virtue. 


Bo r. fince to moſt it will happen often, and to 


all ſometimes, that there will be a deviation towards 
one fide or the other, we ought always to employ 
our vigilance, with moſt attention, on that enemy 


from which there is greateſt danger, and to ſtray, 
if we muſt ſtray, towards thoſe parts from whence 


we may quickly and eaſily return. 


Auosa other oppoſite qualities of the mind, 
which may become dangerous, though in different 
degrees, I have often had occaſion to conſider the 
cContrary effects of preſumption and deſpondency ; 
of heady confidence, which promiſes victory with- 


1 
1 
| 
| 
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out conteſt, and heartleſs pufillanimity, which ſhrinks 
back from the thought of great undertakings, con- 


founds difficulty with impoſſibility, and conſiders all 
_ advancement towards any new attainment as irrever- 


fibly prohibited. 


| PreSwuPrion will be eaſily correfted. Every 
experiment will teach caution, and miſcarriages will 
hourly ſhew, that attempt; are not always rewarded 
with ſucceſs. The molt precipitate ardour will, in 
time, be taught the neceſſity of methc.dical gradati- 
on, and preparatory meaſures; and the moſt daring 
confidence be convinced that neither merit, nor ab: 
lities, can command events. e 


Ir is the advantage of vehemence and activity, that 
they are always haſtening to their own re formation; 
I fe they incite us to try whether our expecta- 
tions are well grounded, and therefore detect the de- 
ceits which they are apt to occafion. But timidity 
is a diſeaſe of the mind more obſtinate and fatal; for 
2 man once perſuaded, that any impediment is in- 
ſuperable, has given it, with reſpect to himſelf, that 
— and weight which it had not before. He 
can fcarcely ſtrive with vigour and perſeverance, 
When he has no hope of gaining the victory ; and 
fmce he never will try his ſtrength, can never diſcover 
the unreaſonableneſs of his fears. Wo 


Tua is often to be found in men devoted to 
literature, a kind of intellectual cowardice, which 
_ Whoever converſes much among them, may obſerve 
frequently to depreſs the alacrity of enterpriſe, and, 
dy conſequence, to retard the improvement of fci- 
ence. They have annexed to every ſpecies of know- ' 
ledge ſome chimerical character of terror and inhi- 
dition, which they tranſmit, without much reflexion, 
from one to another; they firit fright themſelves, 
and then propagate the panic to their ſcholars and 
acquaiutanee. One ſtudy is inconſiſtent with a lively 
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imagination, another with a ſolid judgment; one is 


mmproper in the early parts of life, another requires 


ſo much time, that it 1s not to be attempted at an 


advanced age; one is dry and contracts the ſenti- 
ments, another is diffuſe and overburdens the me- 
mory ; one is inſufferable to taſte and delicacy, and 


another wears out life in the ſtudy of words, and is 


uleleſs to a wiſe man, wh defires —— knowledge 


of things. 


— of all + the bupdears by which the Infantes 
 tarbati, boys both young and old, have been hi- 
therto frighted from digreſſing into new tracts of 
learning, none has been more miſchievouſly eftica- 
cious than an opinion that every kind of knowledge 
ires a peculiar genius, or mental conſtitution, 


5 2 for the reception of ſome ideas, and the ex- 


eluſion of others; and that to him whoſe genius is 
not adapted to the ſtudy which he proſecutes, all la- 

bour ſhall be vain and fruitleſs, vain as an endeavour 
to mingle oil and water, or, in the language of 


_ chemiſtry, to amalgamate bodies of — 


8 8 wy 


5 Tuts opinion we may 3 fafpett to 1 
been propagated, by vanity, beyond the truth. It 
is natural for thoſe who have raiſed a reputation by 
any ſcience, to exalt themſelves as endowed by 
heaven with peculiar powers, or marked out by an 
extraordinary defignation for their profeſſion ; and to 
_ fright competitors away by repreſenting the diflicul- 
ties with which they muſt contend, and the neceſ- 
ſity of qualities which are ſuppoſed to be not gene · 
rally conferred, and which no man can know, but : 


by experience, whether he enjoys. 


To this diſcouragement it may be poſſibly an- be 
ee ſwered, t fince a genius, whatever it be, is like 
wre | in the fling yOu to be produced by collifion 

| 3 8 Pe 
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with a proper ſubject, it is the buſineſs of every man 


to try whether his faculties may not happily co-ope- 
rate with his deſires ; and fince * wiſe profici- 
ency he admires, knew their own force only by the 


event, he needs but engage in the ſame undertaking, 5 


with equal ſpirit, and may reaſonably hope for equal 
ſucceſs. rn wot EE . 


Tusa is another ſpecies of falſe intelligence, 


| 2 by thoſe who profeſs to ſhew the way to the 
ſummit of knowledge, of equal tendency to depre!s 


the mind with falſe c iſtruſt of itſelf, and weaken it 


by needleſs ſolicitude and dejection. When a ſcholar, 


whom they defire to animate, conſults them at his 


entrance on {ome new ſtudy, it is common to make 
flattering repreſentations of its pleaſantneſs and fa- 
cility. Thus they generally attain one of two ends 


almoſt equally deſirable; they either incite his in- 


duſtry by elevating his hopes, or produce a high 


opinion of their own abilities, fince they are ſup- 


| Poſed to relate only what they have found, and to 
have proceeded with no leſs eaſe than they promile 
E 


Tux ſtudent, inflamed by this encouragement, ſets 
# forward in the new path, and proceeds a few ſteps 
with great alacrity, but he ſoon finds aſperitics and 
intricacies of which he has not been forewarned, and 
 Imagining that none ever were ſo entangled or fa- 
tigued before him, finks ſuddenly into deſpair, and 


deſiſts as from an expedition in which fate oppoſes 


| him. Thus his terrors are multiplied by his hopes, 
and he is defeated without reſiſtance, becauſe he ha 
no expectation of an enemy. e 8 


Oe theſe treacherous inſtructors, the one deſtroys 
induſtry, by declaring that induſtry is vain, the other 


by repreſenting it as needleſs ; the one cuts away 


the roct of hope, the other raiſes it only to be blaſt- 


ed. 
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ed. The one confines his pupil to the ſhore, by 
telling him that his wreck is certain, the other ſends 
him to ſea, without preparing him for tempeſts. 


Fa rss hopes and falſe terrors are equally to be 
avoided. Every man, who propoſes to grow emi- 
nent by learning, ſhould carry in his mind, at once, 
the difficulty of excellence, and the force of indu- 
ſtry; and remember that fame is not conferred but 
as the recompenſe of labour, and that labour, vigo- 
rouſly continued, has not often fai'ed of its reward. 


eee 
Nous. 26. Saruabar, June 14, 1750. 


Inxentet domi nos, et claræ nomina fume, 
luſtrigue graves nobilitate domos 
Deuvita, et long? cautus fuge; contrabe velas, | 
e te littoriburcymba propinqua vchat. SEN ECA. 
Fach mighty lord, big with a pompous name, 
And each high houſe of fortune and of fame, 
With caution fly: contract thy ample fails, 
And near the ſhore improve the gentle gales. | 
es 
Mr. Rawmpnier, one 
Tr is uſual for men, engaged in the ſame perſuits, 
to be inquiſitive after the conduct and fortune of 
_ each other; and, therefore, I ſuppoſe it will not be 


* unpleafing to you, to read an account of the various 


changes which have happened in part of a life de- 


voted to literature. My narrative will not exhibit any 


7 pu variety of events, or extraordinary revolutions ; 

| but may, perhaps, be not leſs uſeful, becauſe I ſhall 
relate nothing which is not likely to happen to a 

, ak 1 


tes born heir to a very ſmall fortune, and left 
by my father, whom I cannot remember, to the care 
of an uncle. He having no children, always treated 


— — = — — 
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me as his ſon, and finding in me thoſe qualities 
which old men eaſily diſcover in ſprightly children, 
when they happen to love them, declared that a ge. 


nius like mine ſhould never be loſt for want of cul. 
tivation. He therefore placed me, for the uſual 


time, at a great ſchool, and then ſent me to the uni- 
verſity, with a larger allowance than my own patri- 


mony would have afforded, that I might not keep 
mean company, but learn to become my dignity 


when I ſhould be made lord chancellor, which he 
often lamented, that the increaſe of his infirmities 


was very likely to preclude him from ſeeing. 2 
Tais exuberance of money diſplayed itſelf in gay- 


ety of appearance, and wantonneſs of expence, and 


introduced me to the acquaintance of thoſe whom 


the ſame ſuperfluity of fortune betrayed to the ſame 
licence and oftentation : Young heirs, who pleaſed 
themſelves with a remark very frequent in their 
mouths, that though they were ſent by their fathers to 


the univerſity, they were not under the neceſſity of 
living by their learning.@ 


| Awonc men of this claſs I eafily obtained he 


reputation of a great genius, and was perſuaded that, 
with ſuch livelineſs of imagination, and delicacy of 
_ ſentiment, I ſhould never be able to ſubmit to the 

drudgery of the law. I therefore gave myſelf wholly 
to the more airy and elegant parts of learning, and 


was often ſo much elated with my ſuperiority to the 


_ youths with whom I converſed, that | began to li- 


ſten, with great attention, to thoſe that recommended 


to me a Wider and more conſpicuous theatre; and 
was particularly touched with an obſervation, made 
by one of my friends; That it was not by lingering 
in the univerſity, that Prior became ambaſlador, or 
_ Addiſon ſecretary of ftate, 


Tuts deſire was hourly increaſed by the ſolicita- 


tion of my companions, who removing one by one 


| to London, as the caprice of their relations allowed 


| them, . 


3 
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them, or the legal diſmiſſion from the hands of their 
guardians put it in their power, never failed to ſend 
an account of the beauty and felicity of the ne- 
world, and to remonſtrate how much was loſt by 
every hour's continuance in a place of retirement 


and canſtraint. 


My uncle in the mean time 14 harraſſed 
me with monitory letters, which 
glected to open for a week after I received them, and 
generally read in a tavern with ſuch comments as 
might ſhew how much I was ſuperior to inſtruction 


or advice. I could not but wonder, how a man con- 


_ fined to the country, and unacquainted with the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem of things, ſhould imagine himſelf quali- 
ſied to inſtruc a riſing genius, born to give laws to 
the age, refine its taſte, and multiply its pleaſures. 


Tux poſtman, however, ſtill continued to bring 
me new remonſtrances; for my uncle was very little 
depreſſed by the ridicule and reproach which he ne- 
ver heard. But men of parts have quick reſent- 
ments; it was impoſlible to bear his uſurpations for 
ever; and I reſolved, once for all, to make him an 
example to thoſe who imagine themſelves wiſe be- 


| cauſe they are old, and to teach young men, who are 


too tame under repreſentation, in what manner grey- 


ſometimes ne- 


| bearded infolence ought to be treated. I, therefore, 


one evening took my pen in hand, and, after having 
animated myſelf with a catch, wrote a general an- 
{wer to all his precepts, with ſuch vivacity of turn, 
ſuch elegance of irony, and ſuch aſperity of ſarcaſm, 
that I convulſed a large company with univerſal 


| laughter. diſturbed the neighbourhood with vocife- 


rations of applauſe, and five days afterwards was 
anſwered, that I muſt be content to live upon my 
Ee own eſtate. | N 55 „ 


Tuts contraction of my income gave me no di- 
ſturbance, for à genius like mine was out of the 


4 
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f 


144 The RAMBLER. No 26. 


| reach of want. I had friends that would be proud 


to open their purſes at my call, and proſpects of ſuch 


advancement as would ſoon reconcile my uncle, 
whom, upon mature deliberation, I refolved to re- 
ceive into favour, without inſiſting on any acknow- 


ledgment of his offence, when the ſplendour of my 


condition ſhould induce him to wiſh for my counte- 


nance. I, therefore, went up to London, before [ 


had ſhewn the alteration of my condition by any a- 
batement of my way of living, and was received by 


all my academical acquaintance with triumph and 


: congratulation. I was immediately introduced among 
the wits and men of ſpirit; and, in a ſhort time, 
had diveſted myſelf of all my ſcholar's gravity, and 


obtained the reputation of a pretty fellow. 


You will eaſily believe that I had no great know- 
ledge of the world; yet I had been hindered, by the 
general diſinclination every man feels to confeſs po- 
verty, from telling to any one the reſolution of my 
uncle, and for ſome time ſubſiſted upon the ſtock of 
money which I had brought with me, and contri- 
buted my ſhare as before to all our entertainments. 
But my pocket was ſcon emptied, and | was obliged 
to aſk my friends for a ſmall ſum. This was a fa- 
vour, which we had often reciprocally received from 
one another; they ſuppoſed my wants only acci- 
dental, and therefore willingly ſupplied them. In a 
ſhort time, I found a neceſſity of aſking again, and 
was again treated with the ſame civility ; but the 
third time they began to wonder what that old rogue 
my uncle could mean by ſending a gentleman to 
town without money; and when chey gave me what 
I aſked for, adviſed me to ſlipulate for more regu- 
lar remittances. Fo ao ode ous, 


Tuis ſomewhat diſturbed my dream of conſtant _ 
_ affluence, but I was three dy; after completely | + 
 awaked ; for entering the tavern, where we met 
every evening, I found the waiters remitted their 
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complaiſance, and, inſtead of contending to light 
1 me up ſtairs, ſuffered me to wait for ſome minutes 
by the bar. When I came to my company I found 
them unuſually grave and formal, and one of them 
tock a hint to turn the converſation upon the miſ- 
conduct of young men, and enlarged upon the folly 
of frequenting the company of men of fortune, with- 
+ out being able to ſupport the expence, an obſerva- 
| tion which the reſt contributed either to enforce by 
| repetition, or to illuſtrate by examples. Only one of 
them tried to divert the diſcourſe, and endeavoured 
to direct my attention to remote queſtions, and 
common topicks. DES es ” 


A man guilty of poverty eaſily believes himſelf 
| ſuſpected. I went, however, next morning to break- 
I faſt with him who appeared ignorant of the drift of 
=; the converſation, and by a ſeries of enquiries, draw- 
ing ſtill nearer to the point, prevailed on him, not, 
perhaps, much againſt his will, to inform me, that 
Mr. Dab, whoſe father was a wealthy attorney near 
my native place, had, the morning before, receiv- 
ed an account of my uncle's reſentment, and com- 
municated his intelligence with the utmoſt induſtry 
of groveling inſolence. „„ 5 


| Ir was now no longer practicable to conſort with 
1 my former friends, unleſs I would be content to be 
aulſed as an inferior gueſt, who was to pay for his 
E wine by mirth and flattery ; a character, which, if 
2 J could not eſcape it, I reſolved to endure only 
* among thoſe who had never known me in the pride 
of plenty. I changed my lodgings, and frequent- 
ed the coffee-houſes in a different region of the 
town; where | was very quickly diſtinguiſhed by 
ſeveral young gentlemen of high birth, and large 
eſtates, and began again to amuſe my imagination 
with hopes cf preferment, though not quite fo con- 
tidently as when I had leſs experience. 


* = 
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Who expects happineſs without treedom. 
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Tux firſt great conqueſt which this row forne en- 


abled me to gain over myxielf v wicn l fub- 
mitted to confeſs co a party, who invited u tO. an 


expenſive diverſion, nat my oven. wee not 


equal to ſuch goid. n pleaitzes ; the would not 


| ſuffer me, however, to bay be ebind, ard with great 
reluctauce I yielded to be tre gg | rock that op- 


Portunity of recommenaing elf to ſome office, 
or employment, wh:ch they an monſy promiſed 
to procure me by their joint! linter elt. 


I nab now entered into a {tate of dependence, 


: and had hopes, or tears, from almoſt every man 
I faw If it be unkappy to have one patron, what 
is his miſery who has many? I was obliged to com- 


ply with a thouſand caprices. to concur in a thou- 


ſand follies, and to countenauce a thouſand errors. 


I endured innumerable mori! cons, if not from 


cruelty, at leaſt from neglige.- , vhich will creep 
in upon the kindeſt and moſt delicate minds, when 


they converſe without the mutual awe of equal con- 


dition. I found the ſpirit and v gur of liverty 
every moment ünking in me, and a fervile ſear of 
diſpleaſing, ſtealing by degrees upon ai! ry beha- 
viour, till no word, or look, or action, was my 
own. As the ſolicitude to pleaſe increaſed, the 


power of pleaſing grew lets, and I ws aiways 
clouced with diffidence where it was mol my inte- 


reſt and with to ſhine. 


My patrons, 1 me as belongirg to the 
community, and, therefore, not the charge of any 


particular perſon, made no ſcruple of negletiing any 
opprtunity of promoting me, which every on 


thought more properly the buſineſs cf ancther. An 
account of my expectations and diſappointments, 


and the ſucceeding viciſſitudes of my lite, I ſhall 


give you in my toilowing letter, which will be, I 
hope, of uſe to ſhew how ill he forms his ſchemes, 


- © nn$T Se. 
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Nous. 27 Tuks pax, June 19, 1750. 


— Paupcriem metuens potiore metallis : 
Libertate caret. | 5 Hor, 
So he, who poverty with horror views, 5 

Who ſolls his freedom in exchange for gold, 
(Freedom for mines of wealth too cheaply ſold) 

| Shall make ecernal ſervitude his fate, rs 
And fecl a haughty maſter's galling weight, 
VVV 5 By Fa Axcrs. 
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si is natural fur every man to think himſelf 
of importance, ycur knowledge of the world 


uill incline you to forgive me, if I imagine your 


curioſity ſo much excited by the former part of my 
narration, as to make you defire that I ſhould pro- 
ceed without any unneceſſary arts of connection. 1 
mall, therefore, not keep you longer in ſuch ſuſ- 
penſe, as, perhaps, my performance may not com- 
. ee 


Ix the gay company with which I was now unit- 
ed, I found thoſe allurements and delights, which 
the friendſhip of young men always affords ; there 
was that openneſs which naturally produced confi- 
dence, that affability which, in ſome meaſure, ſoften- 
ed dependence, and that ardour of profeſſic: which 


incited hope. When our hearts were dilated with 


merriment, promiſes were poured cut with unlimit- 


ed protufion, and life and fortune were but a ſcanty 


_ ſacrifice to friend{hip ; but when the hour came, 
at which any effort was to be made, I had gene- 
rally the vexation to find that my intereſt weighed 
nothing againſt the ſhghteſt amuſement, and that 
every petty avocation was found a ſufficient plea for 
continuing me in uncertainty and want, Their 
kindnels was, indeed, ſincere; when they promiſed | 
they had no intention to deceive, but the lame ju- | 


E venile 
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venile warmth which kindled their benevolence, 


gave force in the ſame proportion to every other 


paſſion, and I was forgotten as ſoon as any new 


pleaſure ſeized on their attention. 


Vacarto told me one evening, that all my per- 


plexities ſhould be ſoon at an end, and deſired me, 
from that inſtant, to throw upon him all care of 
my fortune, for a poſt of conſiderable value was 
that day become vacant, and he knew his intereſt 
_ Lufficient to procure it in the morning. He deſired 
me to call on him early, that he might be dreſſed 
ſoon enough to wait on the minitter before any 
other application ſhould be made. I came as he 


appointed, with all the flame of gratitude, and was 


told by his ſervant, that having found at his lodg- 
ings, when he came home, an acquaintance, who 
was going to travel, he had been perſuaded to ac- 
Company him to Dover, and that they had taken 
poſt-horſes two hours before day. „ 


TI was once very near to perferment, by the kind- 
neſs of Charinus, who, at my requeſt, went to beg 
a a place, which he thought me likely to fill with 
great reputation, and in which I ſhould have many 
opportunities of promoting his intereſt in return; 


and he pleaſed himſelf with imagining the mutual 


benefits that we ſhould confer, and the advances 
that we ſhould make by our united ſtrength. Away 


therefore he went, equally wam with friendſhip 
and ambition, and left me to prepare acknowledg- 


ments againſt his return. At length he came back, 


and told me that he had met in his way a party 


going to breakfaſt in the country, that the ladies 
importuned him too much to be refuſed, and that 


having paſſed the morning with them, be was come 


back to dreſs himſelf for a ball, to which he was 
invited for the evening. 260 


3 
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I nave ſuffered ſeveral diſappointments from tay- 
lors and periwig-makers, who by neglecting to per- 
form their work witheld my patrons from court; 


and once failed of an eftabliſhment for life by tbe 
delay of a ſervant, ſent to a neighbouring ſhop to 


repleniſh a ſnuff- box. 


Arx laſt I thought my ſolicitude at an end, for an 
office fell into the gift of Hippodamus's father, who 


being then in the country, could not very ſpeedily 
fill it, and whoſe fondneſs would not have ſuffered 


him to refuſe his ſon a leſs reaſonable requeſt Hip- 
podamu therefore ſet forward with great expedi- 


tion, and I expected every hour an account of his 


| ſucceſs. A long time I waited without any intelli- 


gence, but at laſt received a letter from Newmarket, 


by which | was informed, that the races were be- 


gun, and I knew the vehemence of his paſſions too 


well to imagine that he could refuſe himſelf his fa- 
vourite amuſement. | 55 ; 


| You will not wonder that I was at laſt weary 


of the patronage of young men, eſpecially as 1 
found them not generally to promiſe much greater 


fidelity as they advanced in life; for I obſerved that 
what they gained in ſteadineſs they loſt in benevo- 
lence, and grew colder to my intereſt as they be- 


came more diligent to promote their own. I was 


convinced that their liberality was only profuſeneſs, 
that, as chance directed, they were equally gene- 
rous to vice and virtue, that they were warm but 
prong, they were thoughtleſs, and counted the ſup- 
port of a friend only amongſt other gratifications of 


| paſſion. oy 


Mr reſolution was now to ingratiate myſelf with. 


men whole reputation was eſtabliſhed, whoſe high 
ſtations enabled them to prefer me, and whoſe age 
_ exempted them from ſudden changes of inclina- 
tion. I was conſidered as a man of parts, and 


| 
| 
; 
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therefore eaiily found adm iſſion to the table of Hi- 


larius, the celebrated orator renowned equally for 
the extent of his knowledge, the elegance of his 
diction, and the acuteneſs of his wit. Hilarius re- 
cui ved me with an appearance of great ſatis faction, 


| produced to me all his friends, and directed to me 5 
that part of bis diſcourſe in which he molt endea- 


voured to diſplay his imagination. I had now 
learred niy wn intereſt enough to ſupply him op- 


portunities for ſmart remarks and gay ſallies, which 


J never failed to echo and applaud. Thus I was 
gaining every hour on his affe Tions, till unfortu- 


rately. when the anembly was more ſplendid than 
uſoal, his deſire of adm ration prompted him to 


tuen his raiilery upon me. | bore it for ſome time 
with great ſubmiſſion, and ſucceſs encouraged him 


to redouble his attacks; at lat my vanity p: evailed 


over my prudence, I retorted his irony with tuch 
ſpirit, that Hilarius, unaccuſtomed to reſiſtance, was 


diſconcerted, and ſoon found means of convincing 
me that his purpoſe was not to encourage a rival, 


but to foltex a | paraſite, 


I was thin taken into the foniliarity of Argutio, 


a nobleman eminent for judgment and eriticiſm. 
He had contributed to my reputation, by the praiſes 


which he had often beſtowed upon my writings, in 
which he owned that there were proofs of a ge- 


nis that might riſe to high degrees of excellence, 
when time, or information, had reduced its exube- 


rance, He therefore required me to conſult him 


before the publication of any new performance, 
and commonly propoſed innumerable alterations, 
- withoet ſuficient attention to the general deſign, 
cr regard to my form of ſtyle, and mode of ima- 
ination. But theſe corrections he never failed to 
_ preſs as indiſpenſably neceſſary, and thought the 


leait delay of compliance an act of rebellion. The 


pride of an author made this treatment inſufferable, 
ard 2 ought any ty n caker to be born than 


that 


| 
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that which took from me the uſe of my underſtand- 
ing. 


My next patron was Eutyches the ſtateſman, who 


was wholly engaged in publick affairs, and ſeemed 
to have no arabition but to be powerful and rich. 
J found bis favour more permanent than that of 
the others, for there was a certain price at which 
it n. ght be bought; he allowed nothing to hu- 
mour, or to affection, but was always mos to pay 
lber any for the ſccvice that he required. His de- 


minds were, incived very often ſuch as virtue could 


7 


r- ly confent to gratify ; but virtue is not to 


be c ilted when men are to raiſe their fortunes 


by th avour cf the great. His meaſures were cen- 


ſur. 4; t wrote in his defence, and was recompen- 


fed with a place, of which the profits were never 
receive by die without the pangs of remembring 
that they were the reward of wickedneſs, a reward 
which nothing but that neceſſity, which the con- 
| ſumptiva of my lictle eſtate in theſe wild perſuits 
| had brouglit upon me, hindered me from throwing 

: back. | in tae face of my corruptar. 


45 this time my uncle died without a will, and 


I] became heir to a ſmill fortune. I had reſolution 
to throw of the ſplendour which reproached me to 


myielf, and retire to an humbler ftate, in which I 
am now endeavouring to recover the dignity of vir- 


tue, and hope to make ſome reparaticn for my 
crime and follies, by informing others, who may 
be led after the ſame pageants, that they are about 
to engage in a courſe of life, in which they are to 


purchaſe, by a thouland — the privilege of 
g repentance. £ 


Tan, &c. 


 EvnuLus; 
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Illi mors gravis incubat, 
Qui, netus nimis omnibus, „„ 

| Tgnotus moritur fibi, | | SNA. 

To him, alas, to him, I fear, | 

The face of death will terrible appear, 
Who in his life, flatt'ring his ſenſeleſs pride, 
By being known to all the world beſide, 
Does not himſelf, when he is dying know, | 
Nor what be is, nor whithar he's to go. CowLry, 


H AVE ſhewn, ina Jate eſſay, to what errors 
men are hourly betrayed by a miſtaken opinion 
of their own powers, and a negligent inſpection of 


their own character. But as I then confined my 
_ obſervations to common occurrences, and familiar 
ſcenes, I think it proper to enquire how far a nearer 


acquaintance with ourſelves is neceſſary to our pre- 


ſervation from crimes as well as follies, and how 
much the attentive ſtudy of our own minds may 
Contribute to ſecure to us the approbation of that 
being, to whom we are accountable for our thoughts 
and our actions, and whoſe favour muſt finally con- 
ttitute our total happineſs. 


Ie it be . to eſtimate the difficulty of 
any enterpriſe by frequent miſcarriages, it may juſt- 


Ip be concluded that it is not eaſy for a man to know _ 
himſelf; for whereſoever we turn our view, we ſhall 


find almoſt all with whom we converſe fo nearly as 


to judge of their ſentiments, indulging more fa- 
vourable conceptions of their own virtue than they 


have been able to impreſs upon others, and congra- 
tulating themſelves upon degrees of excellence, 


which their fondeſt admirers « cannot allow; them to | 
: * attained. | | | | 


Tunoskx 
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Twuoss repreſentations of imaginary virtue are 
enerally conſidered as arts of hypocriſy, and as 
— laid for confidence and praiſe. But I be- 
lieve the ſuſpicion often unjuſt; thoſe who thus 
propagate their own reputation, only extend the 
fraud by which they have been themſelves deceiv- 
ed; for this failing is incident to numbers, WO 
ſeem to live without deſigns, competitions, or per- 
ſuits; it appears on occaſions which promiſe no ac- 
ceſſion of honour or of profit, and to perſons from 
whom very little is to be hoped or feared. It is, 
indeed, not eaſy to tell how far we may be blinded 
by the love of ourſelves, when we reflect how much 
a ſecondary paſhon can cloud our judgment, and 
how few faults a man, in the firſt raptures of love, 
can diſcover in the perſon. or conduct of his mi- 
ſtreſs. e Ons 


To lay open all the ſources from which error 
flows in upon him who contemplates his own cha- 
_ rater, would require more exact knowledge of the 
human heart, than, perhaps, the moſt acute and 


| laborious obſervers have acquired. And, fince falſe- 
hood may be diverſified without end, it is not un- 


likely that every man admits an impoſture in ſome 
reſpect peculiar to himſelf, as his views have been 
_ accidentally directed, or his ideas particularly com- 
8 e * 
Sou fallacies, however, there are, more fre- 
quently inſidious, which it may, perhaps, not be 
uſeleſs to detect, becauſe though they are groſs 
they may be fatal, and becauſe nothing but atten- 
non 15 neceſſary to defeat hbess. 


Ox ſophiſm by which men perſuade themſelves 
that they have thoſe virtues which they really 
want, is formed by the ſubſtitution of ſingle acts for 
habits. A miſer who once relieved a friend from the 

danger of a priſon, ſuffers his imagination to d well! 
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for ever upon his own heroick generoſity ; he yields 
his heart up to indignation at thoſe who are biind 
to merit, or inſenſible to miſery, and who can 
pleaſe themſelves with the enjoyment of that wealth, 


' which they never permit others to partake. From 
any cenſures of the world, or reproaches of his 


conſcience, he has an appeal to action and to 


knowledge; and though his whole life is a courſe 


of rapacity and avarice, he concludes himſelf to be 
tender and liberal, becauſe he has once performed 


an act of liberality and tenderneſs. 


As a glaſs which magnifies objects by the ap- 
proach of one end to the eye, leſſens them by the 


application of the other, ſo vices are extenuated by 
the inverſion of that fallacy, by which virtues are 


augmented. Thoſe faults which we cannot con- 
ceal from our own notice, are conſidered, however 
frequent, not as habitual corruptions, or ſettled 
practices, but as caſual failures, and fingle lapſes. 
A man who has, from year to year, ſet his coun- 


try to ſale, either for the gratification of his ambi- 

tion or reſentment, confefles that the heat of party 
now and then betrays the ſevereſt virtue to mea- 
ſures that cannot be ſeriouſly defended. He that 
 Ipends his days and nights in riot and debauchery, 


owns that his paſſions oftentimes overpower his re- 
{:\ution. But each comforts himſe!f that his faults 


are not without precedent, for the belt and the 
wiſeſt men have given way to the violence of ſud- 
den temptations. 05 . 


THeng are men who always confound the praiſe 
of coounecls with the practice, and who believe 


themſelves mild and moderate. charitable and faith- 


Jul, bzcauſe they have exerted their eloquenee in 
_ commendation of mildneſs, fidelity, and other vir- 


tues. This is an error almoſt univerſal among thoſe 


that converſe much wich dependents, with ſuch | 
whole fear or u.tereſt diſpoſes them to a ſeeming 
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reverence for any declamation, however enthuſi- 
aſtick, and ſubmiſſion to any boaſt, however arro- 
gant. Having none to recall their attention to 
their lives, they rate themſelves by the goodneſs of 
their opinions, and forget how much more eaſily 


men may ſhew their virtue in their talk than in cheir 


actions. 


Tre tribe is likewiſe very numerous of thoſe 
who regulate their lives, not by the ſtand ard of re- 


ligion, but the meaſure of other men's virtue; who 
lull their own remorſe with the remembrance of 


crimes more atrocious than their own, and ſeem to 
believe that they are not bad while another can be 
found worſe. % 


Fox eſcaping theſe and a thouſand other deceits, | 
many expedients have been propoled. Some have 


recommended the frequent conſultation of a wile 
friend, admitted to intimacy, and encouraged to 
ſfincerity. But this appears a remedy by no meas 
adapted to general ufe : for in order to ſecure the 
_ virtue of one, it preſuppoſes more virtue in two 
than will generally be found. In the firſt, ſuch a 
deſire of rectitude and amendment, as may incline _ 
tim to hear his own accuſation from the mouth of 
him whom he eſteems, and by whom, therefore, he 


will always hope that his faults are not diſcovered ; 
and in the ſecund ſuch zeal and honeſty, as will 


make him content for his friend's advantage to loſe 
his kindncts, | | a 0 | 


A Lox life may be paſſed without finding a 


friend in whoſe underſtanding and virtue we an 


equally confide, and whoſe opinion we can value at 


once for its juſtneſs and fincerity. A weak man, 
hon ever honeſt. is not qualified to judge. A man 
of the world, however penetrating, is not fit to 
cCounſel. Friends are often choſen for ſimilitude of 
manners, and therefore each palliates the other's 


- — . my  —_— — — 
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failings, becauſe they are his own. Friends are 


tender and unwilling to give pain, or they are inte- 
reſted, and fearful to offend. ES 


| Tas objections have inclined others to adviſe, 


that he who would know himſelf, ſhould conſult his 
enemies, remember the reproaches that are vented 
to his face, and liſten for the cenſures that are ut- 
| tered in private. For his great buſineſs is to know 


his faults, and thoſe malignity will diſcover, and 


reſentment will reveal. But this precept may be 


often fruſtrated ; for it ſeldom happens that rivals 


or opponents are ſuffered to come near enough to 

know our conduct with ſo much exactneſs as that 
__ conſcience ſhould allow and reflect the accuſation. 
The charge of an enemy is often totally falſe, and 
commonly ſo mingled with falſehood, that the 
mind takes advantage from the failure of one part 
to diſcredit the reſt, and never ſuffers any diſtur- 

bance afterward from ſuch partial reports 


Fer it ſeems that enemies have been always 
found by experience the moſt faithful monitors; 
for adverſity has ever been conſidered as the ſtate 
in which a man moſt eaſily becomes acquainted with 
himſelf, and this effect it muſt produce by with- 
drawing flatterers, whoſe buſineſs it is to hide our 
weakneſſes from us, or by giving looſe to malice, 
and licence to reproach ; or at leaſt by cutting off 


thoſe pleaſures which called us away from medita- 
tion on our conduct, and repreſſing that pride which 


too caſily perſuades us, that we merit whatever we 
enjoy. 111 Hg met MI 


Par of theſe benefits it is in every man's power 
to procure to himſelf, by aſſigning proper portions 
of his life to the examination of the reſt, and by 
putting himſelf frequently in ſuch a ſituation by re- 

tirement and abſtraction, as may weaken the influ- 

ence of external objects. By this practice he may 


— 
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obtain the ſolitude of adverſity without its melan- 
choly, its inſtructions without its cenſures, and its 
ſenſibility without its perturbations. N 


Tus neceſſity of ſetting the world at a diſtance | 
from us, when we are to take a ſurvey of ourſelves, 
has ſent many from high ſtations to the ſeverities of 


a monaſtick life; and indeed, every man deeply en- 


gaged in buſineſs, if all regard to another ſtate be 

not extinguiſhed, muſt have the conviction, tho', 
haps, not the reſolution of Valdeſſo, who, when | 

bs ſolicited Charles the fifth to diſmiſs him, being 

aſked, whether he retired upon diſguſt, . „ 

that he laid down his commiſſion, for no other rea- 

ſon but becauſe there ougbt to be ſome time for ſober 

 rejleftion between the life of a ſaldicr and his death. 


Tun are few conditions which do not entangle 
us with ſublunary hopes and fears, from which it is 

_ neceſſary to be at intervals diſencumbered, that we 
may place ourſelves in his preſence who views effects 
in their cauſes, and actions in their motives ; that 
we may, as Chillingworth expreſſes it, conſider things 
as if there were no other beings in the world but 
God and ourſelves; or, to uſe language yet more 
awful, may commune with our own hearts, and be 


fall. 


Dear, ſays Seneca, falls heavy upon him who 
is too much known to others, and too little to him- 
ſelf; and Pontanus, a man celebrated among the 
early reſtorers of literature, thought the ſtudy of our 
own hearts of ſo much importance, that he has re- 
commended it from his tomb. Sum Joannes Jovia- 
nus Pontanus, quem amaverunt bone muſe, ſuſpexerunt 
viri probi, honeftaverunt reges domini ; jam ſcis qui ſim, 
vel gui potius fuerim; ego vero te, hoſpes, noſcere in 
 tenebris nequeo, Jed teipſum ut noſcas rogo. I am 
Pontanus, beloved by the powers of literature, 
. * admured by men of worth, and dignified by the 
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„ monarchs of the world. Thou knoweſt now who 
„] ͤam, or more properly who I was. For thee, 
« ſtranger, I who am in darkneſs canaot know thee, 
but I intreat thee to know thyſelf. 


I Hoes every reader of this paper will confider 
himſelf as engaged to the obſervation of a precept, 


which the wiſdom and virtue of all ages have con- 
curred to enforce, a precept dictated by philoſophers, 


ns by poets, and ratified by ſaints. 


Na * temporis exitum 
Caligineſa nofte premit deus, 
Rid:tque fi mortals ultra 


SET”: Hor, 


But God has wiſely hid from "WEIR Gght 
The dark decrees of future fate, | 
And ſown their ſeeds in depth of night ; 
He laughs at all the giddy turns of fate, 
: When mens * too _ ans | fear to late. 
5 | ws * Dy . 


HERE is nating — greater 


frequency among the gayer poets of antigui- 


uy, aw the fecure poſteſſion of the preſent hour, 


ard the diſmiſion of all the cares which intrude upon 


Fur quiet, or hinder, by importunate perturbations, 
rae enjoyment of thoſe delights which Our Condit 'on 


* to let before us. 


rue antient poets are, l by no means un- 
2:ceptionable teachers of morality ; taeir precepts 


ate to be always conſidercd as the ſallies of a genius, 
intent rather upon giving pleaſure than ini! bets. 
eager to take every advantage of infinuation, and 


provided the paſſions can be engaged on its ſide, 
very uttle {olicitous about the ſutra age of reaſon. 


Tus 


ON? **. mhph SUSAN 


— 


n -. nv 
Tus darkneſs and uncertainty through which the 
| heathens were compelled to wander in the perſuit of 
happineſs, may, indeed, be alleged as an excuſe 
for many of their ſeducing invitations to immediate 
enjoyment, which the moderns, by whom they have 
been imitated, have not to plead. It is no wonder 
that ſuch as had no promiſe of another ſtate ſhould 
_ eagerly turn their thoughts upon the improvement 

of that which was before them; but ſurely thoſe 
who are acquainted with the hopes and fears of 
eternity, might think it neceſſary to put fome re 

ſtraint upon their imagination, and reflect that by 
echoing the ſongs of the ancient bacchanals, and 

_ tranſmitting the maxims of paſt debauchery, they 
not only prove that they want invention, but virtue, 
and ſubmit to the ſervility of imitation only to copy 
that of which the writer, if he was to live now, 

would often be aſhamed. 1 5 


Yer as the errors and follies of a great genius 
are ſeldom wi. hout ſome radiations of underftand- 
ing, by which meaner minds may be enlightened, 
_ the incitements to pleaſure are, in theſe authors, ge- 
ncraly mingled with ſuch reflections upon life, as 

well deſerve to be conſidered diſtin&ly from the pur- 
poles for which they are produced, and to be trea- 
tured up as the ſettled concluſions of extenſive ob- 
ſervation, acute ſagacity, and mature experience. 


Ir is not without true judgment that on theſe 
occauons they often warn their readers againſt en- 
quiries into futurity, and ſolicitude about events 
_ which lie hid in cauſes yet unactive, and which 
time has not brought forward into the view of rea- 
fon. An idle and thoughtleſs refignation to chance, 


without any ſtruggle againſt calamity, or endeavour _ 


aiter advantage, is indeed below the dignity of a 
 zeaionable being, in whoſe power providence has 
put a great part even of his preſent happinelſ; ; but 

it thews an equal ignorance of our proper ſphere, 
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to harraſs our thoughts with conjectures about things 


not yet in being. How can we regulate events, of 
which we yet know not whether they will ever hap- 
pen. And why ſhould we think, with painful an- 
xiety, about that on which our thoughts can have 


no influence 3 


Iris 2 maxim commonly received, that a wiſe 
man is never ſurpriſed ; and perhaps, this exemp- 


tion from aſtoniſhment may be imagined to proceed 


from ſuch a proſpect into futurity, as gave previous 
intimation of thoſe evils which often. fall unexpected 

upon others that have leſs foreſight. But the truth 

is, that things to come, except when they approach 
very nearly, are equally hidden from men of all de- 
grees of underſtanding ; and if a wiſe man is not 


amazed at ſudden occurrences, it 1s not that he has 


thought more, but leſs upon futurity. He never 
conſidered things not yet exiſting as the proper ob- 
jects of his attention; he never indulged dreams till 


he was deceived by their phantoms, nor ever rea- 


lized non-entities to his mind. He is not ſurpriſed 
becauſe he is not diſappointed, and he eſcapes diſ- 
appointment becauſe he never forms any expecta- 


juſtly cenſured, is not the reſult of thoſe general re- 


fle&ions on the variableneſs of fortune, the uncer- 


tainty of life, and the univerſal inſecurity of all 


human acquiſitions, which muſt always be ſuggeſt- 


ed by the view of the world; but ſuch a deſpond- 
ing anticipation of misfortune, as fixes the mind 

upon ſcenes of gl:om and melancholy, and makes 
fear predominate in every imagination. weak 


Anxiety of this kind is nearly of the ſame na- 
ture with jealouſy in love, and ſuſpicion in the ge- 
neral commerce of ife; a temper which keeps the 
man always in alarms, diſpoſes him to judge of every 


v — —⅛ : 


neſs 
come another proof of the falſe flatteries of fortune. 
Our enemies may become weak, or we grow ſtrong 
before our encounter, or we may advance againſt 
each other without ever meeting. There are, indeed, 
natural evils which we can flatter ourſelves with no 
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thing in a manner that leaſt favours. his own quiet, 
fills him with perpetual ſtratagems of counteraction, 


wears him out in {ſchemes to obviate evils which never 
_ threatened him, and at length, perhaps, contributes 
do the production of thoſe miſchiefs of which it had 


raiſed ſuch dreadful apprehenſions. 


It has been uſual in all ages for moraliſts to re- 
preſs the ſwellings of vain hope by repreſentations 
of the innumerable caſualties to which life is ſubjeR, 
and by inſtances of the unexpected defeat of the 


uoiſeſt ſchemes of policy, and ſudden ſubverſions of 
the higheſt eminences of greatneſs. It has, perhaps, 
not been equally obſerved, that all theſe examples 


afford the proper antidote to fear as well as to hope, 


and may be applied with no leſs efficacy as conſo- 
lations to the timorous, than as reſtraints to the 
ne” nn vn Oe On OR Re 


Evil is uncertain in the ſame degree as good, 


and for the reaſon that we ought not to hope too 
ſecurely, we ought not to fear with too much de- 
jection. The fate of the world is continually 


changing, and none can tell the reſult of the next 


 viciſitude. Whatever is afloat in the ftream of 


time, may, when it is very near us, be driven away 


by an accidental blaſt, which ſhall happen to croſs 


the general courſe of the current. The ſudden ac- 


_ cidents by which the powerful are depreſſed, may 


fall * thoſe whoſe malice we fear; and the great- 
y which we expect to be overborn, may be- 


hopes of eſcaping, and with little of delaying; but 


of the ills which are apprehended from human ma- 
lignity, or the oppoſition of rival intereſts, we may 
always alleviate the terror by conſidering that our 


 perſecu- 
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perſecators are weak and ignorant, and mortal 
like ourſelves. | 


Txt misfortunes which ariſe from the concur- 
rence of unhappy incidents ſhould never Le ſuſlured 
to diſturb us before they happen; becauſe, if the 


breaſt be once laid open to the dread of mere poſii- 


bilities of miſery, life muſt be given a prey to diſ- 
mal ſolicitude, and quiet mult be loſt for ever. 


Ir is remarked by old Cornaro, that it is abſard 
i be afraid of the natural diſſolution of the body; 
becauſe it maſt certainly happen, and can. by no 


Caution or artihce, be avoided. Whether this ſenti- 


ment be entirely juſt, I ſhall not examine; but cer- 
tainly, if it be unproper to fear events whicn muſt 
happen, it is yet more evidently contrary to right 


reaſon to fear thoſe which may never happen, and 
which, if they ſnould come upon us, we cannot 


As we ought not to give way to fear any more 
85 than indulgence to hope, becauſe the objects both 


of fear and hope are yet unceitain, ſo we ought 


not to truit the repreſentations gf one more than of 
the other, becauſe they are both equilly fallacious ; 


as hope enlarges happineſs, fear aggravates cala- 
mity. It is generally allowed, that no man ever 


found the happineſs of poſſeſũon proportionate to 
that expectation which incited his deſire, and invi- 
gorated his purſuit ; nor has any min found the 


evils of life ſo formidable in reality, as they were 


_ deſcribed to him by hi. own imagination; every 
ſpecies of diſtreſs brings with it ſome peculiar ſup- 
pats, ſome unſoreſcen means of reũſting, or power of 

_ enduring. aylor juſtly blames ſome pious perſons, 

_ who in. ulge their fancies too much, ſet themſelves, 


by the force of imagination, in the place of the an- 


_ cient martyrs and confeflors, and queſtion the vali- 


dity of their own faith becauſe they ſhrink at the 
3 5 thoughts 
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thoughts of flames and tortures. It is. ſays he, ſuſſi- 


cient that you are able to encounter the temptations 


w nich now aſſault you; when Cod ſends trials, he 
may ſend ſtrength. 


All fear is in itſelf painful, and when it condu- 


ces not to ſafety is painful without uſe. Every con- 
nderation, therefore, by which groundiefs terrors 
may be removed, adds ſomething to human happi- 


neſs. It is likewiſe not unworthy of remark, that 


in proportizn as our cares are imployed upon the 


| ſuture, they are abſtracted from the preſent, from 


the only time which we can call our own, and of 


which if we negle& the duties, to make proviſion 
againſt viſionary attacks, we thail certainly counter- 


ac: our own purpoſe; for he, dourticſs, miſtak es 


his true intereſt, who thinks that he can increaſe his 


ſafety, when he impairs his virtue. 


eee, 


| Nous, 30. Seruspar, June 30, 1750. 
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_ Aﬀfulſit populs, gratior it dies, 


Et ſoles melius mtent, | Hoa. 


Whene' er thy countenance divine 
I' attendant people cheers, 
The genial ſuns more radiant ſhine, 


The day more glad appears. ELPHinNSTON, 


Mr. RAMBLER, f 
HERE are few taks more ungrate ful, than 


1 for perſons of modeſty to ſpeak their own 


praiſes. In ſome caſes, however, this muſt be done 
tor the general gocd, and a generous ſpirit will on 


ſuch occaſions aſſert its merit, and vindicate itſelf 


with becoming warmth. — 


My circumſtances, fir, are very hard and pecu- 
ht to treat meas t 
„ ele, 


* 


tar, C ould the world be brou 
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deſerve, it would be a public benefit This makes 
me apply to you, that my caſe being fairly ſtated in 
a paper ſo generally eſteemed, I may ſuffer no longer 
from ignorant and childiſh prejudices. 


My elder brother was a Jew A very reſpecta- 


ble perſon, but ſomewhat auſtere in his manner : 


highly and deſervedly valued by his near relations 
and intimates, but utterly unfit for mixing in a larger 
ſociety, or gaining a general acquaintance among 
mankind. In a venerable old age he retired from 


the world, and I in the bloom of youth came into 
it, ſucceeding him in all his dignities, and formed, 
as I might reaſonablj flatter myſelf, to be the object of 
univerſal love and eſteem. Joy and gladneſs were born 
with me; chearfulneſs, good humour and benevo- 
lence always attended and endeared my infancy, 
That time is long paſt. So long, that idle imagina- 
tions are apt to fancy me wrinkled, old, and diſa- 
1 | Cone ; but, unleſs my looking glaſs deceives me, 


have not yet loſt one charm, one beauty of my 


_. earlieſt years. However, thus far is too certain, 1 
am to every body juſt what they chuſe to think me, 
ſo that to very few I appear in my right ſhape ; 
and though naturally I am the friend of human- 
kind, to few, very few comparatively, am i uſeful 

or agreeable. 7 FVV 


Tuis is the more grievous, as it is utterly impoſ- 


| ſible for me to avoid being in all forts of places and 
companies; and I am therefore liable to meet with 
_ Perpetual affronts and injuries. Tho' I have as natu- 
ral an antipathy to cards and dice, as ſome people 
| have to a cat, many and many an aſſembly am I forc- 
cd to endure; and though reſt and compoſure are 
my peculiar joy, am worn out, and harraſſed to 
death with journies by men and women of quality, 
who never take one, but when J can be of the 
party. Some, on a contrary extreme, will never re- 
ceive me but in bed, where they ſpend at leaſt half 


of 
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of the time I have to ſtay with them; and others 
are ſo monſtrouſly ill-bred as to take phyſick on 
purpoſe when they have reaſon to expect me. Thoſe 
who keep upon terms of more politeneſs with me, 

are generally ſo cold and conſtrained in their be- 


| haviour, that I cannot but perceive myſelf an un- 


welcome gueſt ; and even among perſons deſerving 
of eſteem, and who certainly have a value for me, 
it is too evident that generally whenever | come I 
throw a dulneſs over the whole company, that I am 
_ entertained with a formal Riff civility, and that they 
are glad when | am fairly gone. 1 


How bitter muſt this kind of reception be to one 
formed to inſpire delight, admiration and love! To 
one capable of anſwering and rewarding the great- 
eſt warmth and delicacy of ſentiments ! et 


I was bred up among a ſet of excellent people, 
| who affectionately loved me, and treated me with the 
utmoſt honour and reſpet. It would be tedious to 
relate the variety of my adventures, and ſtrange vi- 
ciſſitudes of my fortune in many different countries. 
Here in England there was a time whenl lived accord- 


ing to my heart's deſire. Whenever ] appeared, publick 


aſſemblies appointed for my reception were crowded 
with perſons of quality and faſhion, early dreſt as for 
a court, to pay me their devoirs. Chearful hoſpi- 
tality every where crowned my board, and I was 
looked upon in every country pariſh as a kind of 
ſocial bond between the ſquire, the parion, and the 
tenants. The laborious poor every where bleſt my 
appearance: they do fo ſtill, and keep their beſt 
clothes to do me honour; though as much as I de- 
light in the honeſt country folks, they do now and 
then throw a pot of ale at my head, and ſometimes 
an unlucky boy will drive his cricket-ball full in my 


| 


Even 
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Even in theſe my beſt days there were perſons 


who thought me too demure and grave. I muft 


forſooth by all means be inſtructed by foreign ma- 
ſters, and taught to dance and play. This method 


ol education was ſo contrary to my genius, formed 
for much nobler entertainments, that it did not ſuc- 


IrElt next into the hands of a very different ſet, 
They were lo exceſſively ſcandalized at the gayety 
of my appearance, as not only to deſpuil me of the 


foreign fopperies, the paint and the patches that I 
bad been tricked out with by my laſt misjudging 
tutors, but they robbed me of every innocent orna- 


ment I had from my infancy been uied to gather in 
the fields and gardens; nay they blacked my face, 


and covered me all over with a habit of mourning, 


and that too very coarſe and aukward. I was now 
_ obliged to ſpend my whole life in hearing fermons ; 


nor permitted ſo much as to ſmile upon any occaſion. 


Is this melancholy diſguiſe I became a perfect 


bugbear to all children and young folks. Wherever 


I came there was a 3 huſh, an immediate ſtop 
x look or diſcourſe; and not be- 
Ing permitted to talk with them in my own language 


to all pleaſantneſs o 


at that time, they took ſuch a diſfguſt to me in thoſe 


_ tedious hours of yawning, that having tranſmitted 
it to their children, I cannc» now be heard, though 


"ris long ſince I have recovered my natural form, and 
pleaſing tone of voice. Would they but receive my 
viſits kindly, and liſten to what I could tell them 


let me ſay it without vanity — how charming a com- 
panion ſhould I be! to every one could I talk on 


the ſubjects moſt intereſting and moſt pleaſing. With 


the great and ambitious, I would diſcourſe of honours | 
and advancements, of diſtinctions to which the whole 

world ſhould be witneſs, of unenvied dignities and 
durable preferments. To the rich I would tell of 
inexhauſtible treaſures, and the ſure method to at- 
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tain them. I wonld teach them to put out their 
money on the belt intereit, and inſtruct the lovers of 
pleaſure how to ſecure and i improve it to the higheſt 
degree. The beauty ſhould learn of me how to pre- 
| ſerve an everlaſting bloom. To the afflicted I would 
| adminiſter comfort, and relaxation to the buſy. 


3 * your gan PQ ©& 7,. 


5 As 1 dare ons my ſelf you will atteſt the truth 

of al I have advancec, there is no doubt but many 
; will be deſirous of improving their acquaintance | 
. with me; and that I may not be thought too ditfi- 
3 cult, I will tell you, in mort, how 1 wiſn to de re- 


— — 


ccived. 


: You wal know [ equally hate lazy lleneſe and - 
| hurry. TI would every where be welcomed at a to- 
lerably early hour with decent good humour and 
|  eratitude. I muſt be attended in the great halls pe- 
| __ caliarly appropriated to me with reſpect ; but I do | 
nct inſiſt upon finery : propriety of appearance, and = 
perfect nuatneſs is all I require. I muſt at dinner be 7 
treated with a temperate, but a chearful ſocial meal; 
both the neighbours, and the poor ſhould be the 
better for me. Some time I mult have tete a tete | 
with my kind entertainers, and the reſt of my viſit | 
mould be ſpent in pleaſant walks and airings among 
ſers of agreeable people, in ſuch diſcourſe as I ſhall | | 
; naturally dictate, or in reading ſome few ſelected | - 
out of thoſe numberleſs books that are dedicated to 
me, and go by my name. A name. that, alas! as J 
the world ſtands at preſent, makes them as 1 
thrown aſide than m_ up. As thoſe converſations | 
and bouks ſhould be both well choſen, to give ſome | | 
advice on that head may poſſibly furniſh you with 


_ future paper, and any thing ou ſhall offer on Foy 5 
behalf wi! be of great ſervice to, 


| Good Mr. RaunLen, 
7 our  Jauhful Friend aud — 3 | 
SUN DAT. — 
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Non ego mendoſos auſim defendere mores, 
Fualſague pro vitiis arma tenere meis. 1 Ovrp. 
Corrupted manners I ſhall ne'er defend, | 
Nor, falſely witty, for my faults contend. | 
| . | . ELPHINSTON, 


| T- HOUGH the fallibility of man's reaſon, and 


| the narrowneſs of his knowledge, are very li- 


berally confeſſed, yet the conduct of thoſe who lo | 
_ willingly admit the weakneſs of human nature, ſeems | 
to diſcern that this acknowledgment is not altoge- 
ther ſincere ; at leaſt, that moſt make it with a tacit 


reſerve in favour of themſelves, and that with what- 


ever eaſe they give up the claims of their neighbours, 
they are deſirous of being thought exempt from 
| faults in their own conduct, and from error in their 
= ĩðVwſ 8 f 


Tus certain and obſtinate oppoſition, which we 


= may obſerve made to confutation, however clear, | 
and to reproof however tender, is an undoubted ar- 
— that ſome dormant privilege is thought to 


be attacked; for as no man can loſe what he neither 
poſſeſſes, nor imagines himſelf to poſſeſs, or be de- 
trauded of that to which he has no right, it is rea- 


ſonable to ſuppoſe that thoſe who break out into 


fury at the ſofteſt contradiction, or the ſlighteſt cen- 


ſure, ſince they apparently conclude themſelves in- 
jured, muſt fancy ſome antient immunity violated, 


or ſome natural prerogative invaded. To be mi- 


 flaken, if they thought themſelves liable to miſtake, 
could not be conſidered as either ſhameful or won- 
derful, and they would not receive with ſo much 


emotion intelligence which only informed them of 


what they knew before, nor ſtruggle with ſuch car- 
neſtneſs againſt an attack that deprived them of no- 
thing to which they held themſelves entitled, 


"BF 


e eee eee Fs 


| dhe diſgrace of being wrong. 
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Ix is related of one of the egos, that 
when an account was brought him of his ſon's death, 
he received it only with this reflexion, I krew that 
my fon wwas mortal. He that is convinced of an er- 


' ror, if he had the ſame knowledge of his own 
weakneſs, would, inſtead of ſtraining for artifices, 
and brooding malignity, only regard ſuch overſights 


as the appendages of humanity, and pacify himſelf 
with conſidering that he had always known man to 


be a fallible 3 Rays 
Ir it be true that moſt of our paſſions are excited 


1 by the novelty of objects, there is little reaſon for 
doubting that to be conſidered as ſubject to fallacies 
of ratiocination, or imperfection of knowledge, is 


to a great part of mankind entirely new; for it is 
impoiſible to fall into any company where there is 
not ſome regular and eſtabliſned ſubordination, 


without finding rage and vehemence produced only 
by difference of ſentiments about things in which 


neither of the diſpatants have any other intereſt than 


| what proceeds from their mutual unwillingneſs to 
give way to any opinion that may bring upon them 


T Have heard of one that, having advanced ſome 


erroneous doctrines in philoſophy, refuſed to ſee the 
experiment by which 
| obſervation of every day will give new proofs with 
bow muh induſtry ſubterfuges and evaſions are 
fought to decline the preſſure of reſiſtleſs arguments, 
how often the ſtate of the queſtion is altered, how 
often the antagoniſt is wilfully miſrepreſented, and 
m how much perplexity the cicareſt poſitions are in- 
rolved by thoſe whom they happen to oppoſe. 


tl ey were confuted : and the 


Or all mortals none ſeem to have been more in- 
fected with this ſpecies of vanity, than the race of 


writers, whoſe reputation ariſing ſolely from their 
underſlanding, gives them a very delicate ſenũbility 


Vor. I. 
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of any violence attempted on their literary honour. 


It is not unpleahng to remark with what ſolicitude 
men of acknowledged abilities will endeavour to 
palliate abſurdities and reconci e contradictions, only 


to obviate criticiſms to which all humar perform 


ances muſt ever be expoſed, and from which they 
can never ſufer, but when they teach the world by 
a vain and ridiculous impatience to thank them of 
importance. 


DarpEx, whoſe warmth of fancy. ad haſte of i 


compoſition very frequently hurried him into inac- 


curacies, heard himſelf ſometimes expoſed to ridi- 


cule for having ſaid in one of his tr agedies, 


J follow fate, which does too faſt perſue. 
That no man could at once follow and be followed 


was, it may be thought, too plain to be long diſ- 


puted ; and the truth is, that DR YDEN was appa- 
ently betrayed into the blunder by the doubie mean- 


ing of the word FATE, to which in the former part 
of the verſe he had annexed the idea of Four ung, 


and in the latter that of Darn; fo that the ſenſe 


only was, though j orfurd bz Dear 57 Jar ill not reſign 
| myſelf 10 dsp wr, but will foltar | TUNE, and 48 


and juffer what is appointed. Thins however was not 


completely expreſſed, and D: ypex beirg deter- 


mined not to give way to his critics, never confeſ— 


Fed that he had been ſurpriſed by an ambiguity; 
but finding luckily in Virgil an acccunt of a man 
moving in a circle, with this ex: preſſion, Et je ſegni- 
 rurque fugitque, * Here, lass he, is the paſſage in 
e jmitation of which wrote the line that my critics 

ere pleaſed to conc un as nonie:.. , not but 1 


« may ſometimes write nonſenſe, chough they hare 


not the fortune tO find it. 


| Eveny one _ the folly of ſuch Mean Joubllous 4 


ſcape the perſuit of criticiſm; nor is there a 


reader of this poet, who would x not hav- * : 
ky him 
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him greater veneration, had he ſhewn conſciouſneſs 


enough of his own ſuperiority to ſet ſuch cavils at 
defiance, and owned that he ſometimes ſlipped into 
errors by the tumult of his imagination, and the 


multitude of his ideas. N 


Ir is happy when this temper diſcovers itſelf only 


In little things, which may be right or wrong with 
ot any influence on the virtue or happineſs of man- 


kind. We may, with very little inquietude, ſee a 


man perſiſt in a project, which he has found to be 
impracticable, live in an inconvenient houſe becauſe 
it was contrived by himſelf, or wear a coat of a 


particular cut, in hopes by perſeverance to bring it 
into faſhion. Thele are indeed follies, but they are 
only follies, and, however wild or ridiculous, can 

very little affect others. : 5 


Bur ſuch pride, once indulged, too frequently 


operates upon more important objects, and inclines 
men not only to vindicate their errors, but their 
vices ; to perſiſt in practices which their own hearts 
doe only leit they ſhould ſeem to feel re- 
proache Vor be made wiſer by the advice of others; 
or to ſearch for ſophiſms tending to the confuſion 
of all principles, and the evacuation of all duties, 
that they may not appear to act what they are not 
able to defend. „ 5 


Lr every man, who finds vanity ſo far predo- 


minant, as to betray him to the danger of this aſt 
degree of corruption, pauſe a moment to conſider 


what will be the conſequences of the plea which he 


* 33 8 5 * for a pi actice to Which he. LOWS. | 


himlelf not led at firit oy reaſon, but impelled by 


* the violence of deſire, ſurprized by the ſuddenneſs 
of paſſion, or ſeduced by the ſoft approaches of 


temptation, and by in;pcic-tible gradations of guilt. 


Let hin conſider what he is going to commit by 


-»” 4 


„ tites, 


_ forting his underſtanding to patrouiſe thoſe appe- 


* 
* 


f 
. 
| 
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n tites, which it is its chief buſineſs to hinder and re- 
5 Tux cauſe of virtue requires ſo little art to de- 
ſend it, and good and evil, when they have been 


ii once ſhewn, are ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhed, that ſuch a- 
in! pologiſts ſeldom gain proſelytes to their party, nor 
| | | | have their fallacies power to deceive any but thoſe 
| whoſe defires have clouded their diſcernment. All 


that the beſt faculties thus employed can perform is, 
i"! to perſuade the hearers that the man is hopeleſs 
4 whom they only thought vitious, that corruption has 
fit. | paſſed from his manners to his principles, that all 
| [| = endeavours for his recovery are without proſpect of 


ſucceſs, and that nothing remains but to avoid him 
as infectious, or hunt him down as deſtructive. 


Bur if it be ſuppoſed that he may impoſe on his 
audience by partial repreſentations of conſequences, 
wh | Intricate deductions of remote cauſes, or perplexed | 
wh combinations of ideas, which having various rela- 
tions appear different as viewed on different fides ; | 


ty that he may ſometimes puzzle the weak and well- | 
[1 BY meaning, and now and then ſeduce, by the admira- | 
| tion of his abilities, a young mind ſtill fluctuating 
in unſettled notions, and neither fortified by inftruc- 
tion nor enlightened by experience; yet what muſt 
| be the event of ſuch a triumph? A man cannot 
ſpend all this life in frolick : age, or diſeaſe, or ſ0- 
| litude will bring ſome hours of ferious conſidera- 
tion, and it will then afford no comfort to think, | 
that he has extended the dominion of vice, that he | 
has loaded himfelf with the crimes of others, and 
can never know the extent of his own wickedneſs, 
LE: or make reparation for the miſchief that he has 
1 cauſed. There is not perhaps in all the ſtores of 
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| ideal anguiſh, a thought more painful, than the con- 

F ſciouſneſs of having propagated corruption by viti- 

i | | : _ ating principles, of having not only drawn others 
© BI from the paths of virtve, but blecked up the by 4 g 
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by which they ſhould return, of having blinded 
them to every beauty but the paint of pleaſure, and 
deafened them to every call but the alluring voice 


of the ſyrens of deſtruction. 


Tuzks is yet another danger in this practice: 


men who cannot deceive others, are very often ſuc- 
ceſsful in deceiving themlelves ; they weave their 


ſophiſtry till their own reaſon is entangled, and re- 


peat their poſitions till they are credited by them 


ſelves; by often contending they grow ſincere in 


the cauſe, and by long wiſhing for demonſtrative 


arguments they at laſt bring themſelves to fancy that 


they have found them. They are then at the utter- 


moſt verge of wickedneis, and may die without hav- 


ing that light rekindled in their minds, which their 
own pride and contumacy have extinguiſhed. W 


Tus men who can be charged with feweſt fail 


|" Ings, either with reſpect to abilities or virtue, are 

generally moſt ready to allow them; for not to dwell 
on things of ſolemn and awful conſideration, the 
humility of confeſſors, the tears of ſaints, and the 
dying terrors of perſons eminent for piety and in- 
nocence, it is well known that Cæſar wrote an ac- 
count of the errors committed by him in his wars 
of Gaul, and that Hippocrates, whoſe name is per- 
haps in rational eſtimation greater than Czlar's, 
warned poſlerity againſt a miſtake into which he had 


fallen. So much, ſa,s Celſus, does the open and artleſ; 


confeſſion of an error become a man conſcious that he has 


enough remaining to Juppo: t his character. 5 


As all error is meanneſs, it is incumbent on every 


man who conſults his own dignity, to retract it 


as ſoon as he diſcovers it, without fearing any 


cenſure ſo much as that of his own mind. As ju- 
tice requires that all injuries ſhould be repaired, 


it is the duty of him who has ſeduced others by bad 
Practices, or falſe notions, to endeavour that ſuch 
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the tr anquility of a wiſe man. 
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as have adopted his errors ſhou!d know his retrac- 
tion, and that thoſe who have learned vice by 


his example, ſhould wc his —— be —— 
amendment. 
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Ot all the woes that load the mortal ſtate, _ 


Whate'er thy portion, mildly meet thy tate ; 
But eaſe it | 28 _ can ſt —— Errnixs rox, 


| Go large a part of human life paſſes i in a flate 


contrary to our natural deſires, that one of the 


principal topics of moral inſtruction is the art of 
| bearing calamities. And ſuch is the certainty of 


evil, that it is the duty of every man to furniſh his | 


> mind with thoſe principles that may enable him to 
act under it with decency and propriety. 


Tur ſect of ancient philoſophers, that boaſted Fr 1 


have carried this necetiary ſcience to the higheſt 


perfection, were the ſtoics, or ſcholar; of Zeno, 


whoſe wild enthuſiaſtick virtue pretended to an ex- 


emption from the ſenſibilities of unenlightened mor- 


tals, and who proclaimed themſelves: exalted, by the 
_ doctrines of their ſect, above the reach of thoſe 


miſeries, which embittcr life to the reſt of the 


world. They therefore removed pain, poverty, loſs _ 
of friends, exile, and violent death, from the cata- 


jogue of evils ; and pailed, in their ho aughty tie, a 
kind of irrevertible decree, by which the, f forbad 
them to be counted any longer among the objects 
of terror or anxicty, or to give any Ciſturbance to 


'Tats 
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Tais edict was, I think, not univerſally obſerv- 


ed, for though one of the more reſolute, when he 
was tortured by a violent diſeaſe, cried out, that let 


pain harraſs him to its utmolt p- wer. it ſhould ne- 
ver force him to conſider it as other than indifferent 
and neutral; yet all _ not ſtubby; nne se to hold 


out againit their zenſes: for a weaker pupii of Zeno 
is recorded to have co: Io in the angulih of the 
gout, that he xo ww found pain to be an cwil. 


Ir may however be queſtioned, whether theſe 
philoſophers can ve very properly numbered among 
the teacuers of patioence; for :f pain be not ar evil, 


there ſeem no ;piiruftion requiſite how it 1aay be - 
bot ac z and therefore when they endeavour to arm 
their tollowers with arguments agasnit it, they may 
be thought to have given up their i:& pef.tion. But 


ſuch inconſiſtencies are to v2 ex pecied from the 


greateſt underſtandings, „nen they endeavour to 


grow eminent by tngularity, and employ their 
n in eſtabliing ä op roſite to nature. 


Tux controverſy about the reality of exterral | 


evils is now at an end. That life has many mi e. 


lies, and that theſe miſeries are, ſometimes at leuſt, 


equal to all the powers of fortitude, is now univer- 


ſally confeſied ; and therefore it is uſeful to conſt . 
der not only how we may eſcape them, but by what 
means thole which either the accidents of affairs, 


or the infirmities of :.ature muſt bring upon us, 
may be mitigated and lightened ; and how we may 

make thoſe hours leis wretched, which the condition 

of our preſent cxift-nce wall not allow to be very 


ot 3 4a 


Tus cure for che greateſt part of human miſerjes . 
is nat radical, but palliative. Infelicity is involved, 


in corporeal nature, and intervowen with our be- 


ing; all attempts. therefore to decline 1: wholly are 


uicicls and vain : the armies of pain lend their 8 
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ros againſt us on every fide, the choice is only be- 


_ tween thoſe which are more or leſs ſharp, or tinged 


with poiſon of greater or lefs malignity ; and the 


ftrongeſt armour which reafon can fupply, will only 


blunt their points, but cannot repel them. 


Tur great remedy which heaven has put in our 


hands is patience, by which, though we cannot leſ- 


ſen the torments of the body, we can in a great 


meaſure preſerve the peace of the mind, and ſhall 
ſuffer only the natural and genuine force of an evil, 
without heightening its acrimony, or prolonging its 
effects. | SS on 


Turns is indeed nothing more unſuitable to the 
nature of man in any calamity than rage and turbu. 
lence, which, without examining whether they are 


nat ſometimes impious, are at leaſt always offeuſive, 


 eeferved. 


Let pain deſerv'd without complaint be borne. 


And ſurely, if we are conſcious that we have not 
contributed to our own ſufferings, if pumſtment 
updn innocence, or diſappointment happens to in- 


© duſtry and prudence, patience, whether more neceſ- 


ſary or not, is much eaſter, ſince our pain is then 


without aggravation, ard we have not the bitterneis 
of remorſe to add to the aſperity of mizfo; tune. 


155 : I thoſe evils which are allotted to us by provi- 


dence, ſuch as deformity, privation of any of the 

| ſenſes, or old age, it is always to be remembred, 

that impatience can have no preſent efiect, but to 

_ deprive us of the coniolations which gur —_— 
| bg | . admits, 
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and incline others rather to hate and deſpiſe than to 
pity and afliſt us. If what we ſuffer has been brought 
upon us by ourſelves, it is obſerved by an ancient 

poet. that patience is eminently our duty, fince no | 
one ſhould be angry at feeling that which he has 
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admits, by driving away from us thoſe by whoſe 


converſation or advice we might be amuſed or help- 
ed ; and that with regard to futurity it is yet leſs to 
be juſtified, fince, without leſſening the pain, it cuts 
off the hope of that reward, which he by whom it 


| is inflited will confer upon them that bear it well. 


Is all evils which admit a remedy, impatience is 
to be avoided, becauſe it waſtes that time and at- 
tention in complaints, that, if properly applied, 
might remove the cauſe, Turenne, among the ac- 


knowledgments which he uſed to pay in converſa- 
tion to the memory cf thoſe by whom he had been 
inſtructed in the art of war, mentioned one with 
honour, who taught him not to ſpend his time in 


regretting any miſtake which he had made, but to 


fer himſelf immediately and vigerouſly to repair it. 


Paris ct and ſubmiſſion are very carefully to be 
 gdiftinguiſhed from cowardice and indolence. We 
ate not to repine, but we may lawfully ruggle > 
for the calamities of life, like the neceſſities o 
ure, are calls to labour, and exerciſes of diligence. 
When we feel any preſſure of diſtreſs, we are not to 


na- 


conclude that we can only obey the will of heaven 


by languiſhing under it, any more than when we 


perceive the pain of thirſt we are to imagine that 
water is prohibited. Of mis fortune it never can be 
certainſy known whether, as proceedi ng from the 


hand of Gos, it js an act of favoar, or of puniſh- 


ment: but fince all the ordinary diipenſations of 
providence are to be interpreted according to the 


general analogy of things, we may conclude, that 
we have a right to remove one inconvenience as. 
well as arother; that we are only to take care leſt 


we purchaſe eaſe with guilt; and that our Maker's 


purpoſe, whether of reward or ſeverity, will be an- 
ſwered by the labours which he lays us under the 


neceſlity of performing. 
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Tuts duty is not more difficult in any ſtate, than 
in diſeaſes intenſely painful, which may indeed ſuf- 
fer ſuch exacerbations as ſeem to ſtrain the powers 
of life to their utmoſt ſtretch, and leave very little 


of the attention vacant to precept or reproof. In 
this ſtate the nature of man requires ſome indul- 


rence, and every extravagance but impicty may be 
eaſily forgiven him. Vet, left we ſhould think our- 
ſelves too ſcon entitled to the mournful privileges 
of irreſiſtible miſery, it is proper to reflett that the 
utmoſt anguiſh which human wit can contrive, or 
human malice can inflict, has been borne with con- 


ſtancy; and that if the pains of diſeaſe be, as I be- 


lieve they are, ſometimes greater than thoſe of ar- 


 tificial torture, they are therefore in their own na- 


ture ſhorter, the vital frame is quickly broken, or 


the union between foul and body is for a time ſuſ- 
_ pended by inſenſibility, and we ſoon ceaſe to feel 
dur maladies when they once become too violent to 


be born. I think there is ſome reaſon for queſtion- 


ing whether the body and mind are not ſo propor- 


tioned, that the ore can bear all which can be in- 


Aided on the other, whether virtue cannot ſtand its 
ground as long as life, and whether a foul well 
_ principled will not be ſeparated ſooner than ſub- 


Is calami ies which operate chiefly on our paſ. 


ſions, ſuch as diminution of fortune, loſs of friends, 
or declenſion f character, the chief danger of im- 
patience is upon the firit attack, and many expe- 


dients have been contrived, by which the blow 5 
may be broken. Cf theſe the moſt general precepft 
is, not to take pleaturc in any thing, of which it is 


not in our power to ſecure the poſſeiſion to ourſelves. 
This counſel, when we conſider the enjoyment of 
any terreſtrial ady utage, as oppoſite to a conſtant 
aud habitual ſol:ctude for future felicity, is un- 
doubtedly jus, and delivered by that authority which 

cannot be diſputed; but in any other ſenſe, it is not 
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like advice, not to walk leſt we ſhould fnmble, or 
not to {ce left out eyes ſhould ligut upon deformity ? 


It ſeems to me reaſonable to enjoy bleſſings with 


confidence as well as to reſign them with ſubmiſſion, 


and to hope for the continuance of good which we 
_ poſſeſs without inſolence or voluptuouſneſs, as for 
the reſtitution of that which we loſe without de- 
ſpondency or murmurs. e 


Tux chief ſecurity againſt the fruitleſs anguiſh 


of impatience, mult ariſe from frequent re- 


flection on the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Gop 
of nature, in whoſe nands are riches and poverty, 
| honour and diſgrace, pleaſure and pain, and life and 
death. A ſettled conviction of the tendency of 
every thing to our good, and of the poſſibility of 


turning miſeries into happineis, by receiving them 
rightly, will iacline us to %% the name of the LoRD, 


«whether he gives or takes away. 
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Qued caret alternd requie durabile non eſt, : Ovp, ; 
Alternate reſt and labour long endure, | 1 


N the early ages of the world, as is well known 
to thoſe who are verſed in antient traditions, 


When innocence was yet untainted, and ſimplicity 


unadulterated, mankind was happy in the enjoyment 
of continual pleaſure, and conſtant plenty, under 


the protection of ResT ; a gentle divinity, who re- 
quired of her worſhippers neither altars nor ſacrifices, 


and whoſe rites were only performed by proftrations 


upon tufts of flowers in ſhades of jaſmine and myr- 
_ tle, or by dances on the banks of rivers flowing with 


nulk and neftar, 905 | 
. 
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Ups this eaſy government the firſt generations 
breathed the fragrance of perpetual ſpring, eat the 


fruits, which, without culture, fell ripe into their 


hands, and ſlept under bowers arched by nature, 
with the birds ſinging over their heads, and the 
beaſts ſporting about them. But by degrees they 
began to loſe their original integrity; each, though 
there was more than enough for all, was deſirous 


of appropriating part to himſelf. Then entered | 


violence and fraud, and theft and rapine. Soon 


after pride and envy broke into the world, and 
brought with them a new ftandard of wealth; for 
men, who till then thought themſelves rich when 


they wanted nothing, now rated their demands, not 


by the calls of nature, but by the plenty of others; 


and began to cenſider themſelves as poor when 


they beheld their own poſſeſſions exceeded by thoſe 


of their neighbours. Now only one could be hap- 


py, b cauſe only one could have moſt, and that one 


was always in danger, leſt the ſame arts by Which 
he had ſupplanted others ſhould be practiſed upon | 


 himfelf. 


 Amtpsr the prevalenee of this corruption, the 
Rate of the earth was changed; the year was divid- 


ed into ſeaſons ; part of the ground became barren, 


and the reft yielded only berries. acorns, and herks. 


The ſummer and autumu indeed furniſhed a coarſe 


and inelegant ſufficiency, but winter was without 


any relicf; Famine, with a thouſand diſeaſes, which 
the inclemency of the air invited into the upper re- 


gions, made havock among men and there appear- 
ed to be danger leit they ſhould be deſtroy ed before 
JJ wr 


By ** the devaſtations of Faux E, Who 
ſeattered the ground every where with carcaſes, 
La3ova came down upon earth. Lac ua was the 
Jon of Neces:1Ty, the nurſeling of Hoye, and 
' the pupil of Aar; he had the ſtrength of his 


enemy, and deſtroyed by every accident.” 


you ſhall fell the oak, and divide rocks, and ſub- 
* je all nature to your uſe and pleaſure.” 
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mother, the ſpirit of his nurſe, and the dexterity of 
his rneſs. His face was wrinkled with the 


wind, and ſwarthy with the ſun ; he had the imple- 


ments of huſbandry in one hand, with which he 


turned up the earth; in the other he had the tools of 
architecture, and raiſed walls and towers at his 
; pleaſure. He called out with a rough voice, 


Mortals ! ſee here the power to whom you are 
conſigned, and from whom you are to hope for 


all your pleaſures, and all your ſafety. You have 
long languiſhed under the dominion of Resr, 


„ an impotent and deceitful goddeſs, who can nei- 


ther protect nor relieve you, but reſigns you to 
„„ the firſt attacks of either Faminz or Dis BASE, 


and ſuffers her ſhades to be invaded by every 


„ Awats therefore to the call of Lazova. 
« will teach you to remedy the ſterility df the 


 * earth, and the ſeverity of the iky ; I will compel | 


«+ ſummer to find proviſions for the winter; [will force 


- * the waters to give you their fiſh, the air its fowls, 
and the foreſt its beaſts; I will teach you to 
* pierce the bowels of the earth, and bring out 
from the caverns of the mountains metals which 


fall give ftrength to your hands, and ſecurity to 


your bodies, by which you may be covered from 


the aſſaults of the fierceſt beaſts, and with which 


Exc] An by this magnificent invitation, the 


| inhabitants of the globe conſidered Lazovuk as their 
only friend, and haſted to his command. He led 
them out to the fields and mountains, and ſhewed 
them how to open mines, to level hills, to drain 


marſhes, and change the courſe of rivers. The 


face of things was immediately transformed ; the 
fand was covered with towns and villages, encom- 


| Failed with fields of corn, and plantations of fruit- 


trees ; 
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trees; and nothing was ſeen but heaps of grain, 
and baſkets of fruit, full tables, and crouded ſtore- 
houſes. | 


Tuus Lazour and his followers added every 


hour new acquiſitions to their conqueſts, and ſaw 
_ Faming gradually diſpoſſeſſed of his dominions ; till 


at laſt, amidit their jollity and triumphs, they were 


depreſſed and amazed by the approach of Lazs:i- 
np, who was known by her ſunk eyes, and 
dejected countenance. She came foward trembling 


and groaning: at every groan the hearts of all 


_ thoſe that beheld her loſt their courage, their nerves 
 Nackened, their hands ſhook, and the inſtruments 


of labour fell from their graſp. 


Sa0ckED with this horrid phantom they reflect. 
ed with regret on their eaſy compliance with the 
jolicitations of La BOUR, and began to wiſh again 
for the golden hours which they remembered to 


have paſſed under the reign of ResT, whom they re- 


Ss OD b * . 
ſolved again to viſit, and to whom they intended to 
dedicate the remaining part of their lives. Resr 


had not left the world; they quickly found her, 
and to attone for their former deſertion, invited her 


to the enjoyment of thoſe acquiſitions which La- 
Pu had procured them. _ 


Res r therefore took leave of the groves and 
vallies, which ſhe had hitherto inhabited, and enter- 
ed into palaces, repoſed herfelf in alcoves, and 


ſlumbered away the winter upon beds of down, and 
the ſummer in artificial grottos with caſcades playing 


before her. There was indeed always ſomething 


wanting to complete her felicity, and ſhe could 
never lull her returning fugitives to that ſerenity, 


which they knew before their engagements with 
Latour: Nor was her dominion entirely without 
controul, for ſhe was obliged to ſhare it with 


Lexvax, tho, the always looked upon her as a falſe 
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friend, by whom her influence was in reality de- | 


Rroyed, while it ſeemed to be promoted. 


Tus two ſoft aſſociates, however, reigned for ſome 
time without vitible diſagreement, till at lat Luxua rx 
betrayed her charge, and let in DisEasE to ſeize 


upon her worihippers. Rs r then flew away, and 
left the place to the uſurpers; who employed all 

their arts to fortify themſelves in their poſſeſſion, and 
5 to ſtrengthen the intereſt of each other. | 


Rrsr had not always the ſame enemy : in ſome 


places ſhe eſcaped the incurſions of Dis as; but 
| had her reſidence invaded by a more flow and ſubtle 
intruder, for very frequently when every thing was 


compoſed and quict, when there was neither pain 
within, nor danger without, when every flower was 
in bloom, and every gale freighted with perfumes, 


SaTIETY would enter with a languiſhing and repin- 


ing look, and throw herſelf upon the couch placed 
and adorned for the accommodation of RES t. No 
ſooner was ſhe ſeated than a general gloom ſpread 
itſelf on every ſide, the groves immediately loſt their 
verdure, and their inhabitants deſiſted from their 


melody, the breeze ſunk in ſighs, and the flowers 


| contracted their leaves and "te up their odours. 


Nothing was ſeen on every ſide but multitudes wan- 


dering about they knew not whither, in queſt they 


kane: not of what; no voice was heard but of 
compizints that mentioned no pain, and murmurs 
that could tell of no misſortune. | | 


ResT had now loft hes ates. Her follow _ 


again began to treat her with contempt ; ſome of 
them united themielves more cloſely io Luxuk x, 

who promiſed by her arts to drive SaTIETY away, 
and others that were more wile or had more forti- 


tude, went back again to LABOR, by whom they 
were indeed protected from SaTiETY, but delivered 
up in time to LASSITUDE, and forced by her to the 


bowers of Moore 
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Tuvs Resr and Lanovur equally perceived their 
reign of ſhort duration and uncertain tenure, and 


their empire liable to inrodes from thoſe who were 
alike enemies to both. They each found their ſub- 


jets unfaithful, and ready to deſert them upon 


every opportunity. Lau. ſaw the riches which 


he had given always carried away as an offering to 


| R8sr, and ResT found her votaries in every exi- 


ence flying from her to beg help of Lazous. 
hey, therefore, at laſt determined upon an inter- 


view, in which they agreed to divide the world 


between them, and govern it alternately, allotting 
the dominion of the day to one, and that of the 


night to the other, and promiſed to guard the fron- 

tiers of each other, ſo that, whenever ho{:ilities were 
attempted, SaTiETY ſhould be intercepted by La-_ 
Bou, and LassiTuDE expelled by Resr. Thus 


the antient quarrel was appeaſed, and as hatred is 


often ſucceeded by its contrary, ResT afterwards 
became pregnant by Lazous, and was delivered of 

_ HearLrTn, a benevolent goddeſs, who confolidated 
the union of her parents, and contributed to the re- 
_ gular viciſſitudes of their reign, by diſpenſing her 
gifts to thoſe only who ſhared their lives in juk 
_ proportions between RxsT and LazouR, 


OT 8 


Nuns. 34. SaTuRDAY, July 14, 1750. 


Aurarum et filuæ mety, - —_ io. 
Alarm'd with ev'ry rifing gale, | 
In ev'ry wood, in ey'ry vale, EcynnsTon, | 


FF Have been cenſured for having hitherto dedi- | 
0 cated fo few of my ſpeculations to the ladies; | 
and indeed the moraliſt, whoſe inftructions are ac- | 
 commodated only to one half of the human ſpecies, | 
maſk be confeiled not ſufficiently to haye — 


5 Sik, | 1 


tereſt in hindering our union, contributed to promote 
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his views. Yet it is to be conſidered, that maicu- 
line duties afford more room for counſels and ob- 


fervations, as they are leſs uniform, and connected 


with things more ſubject to viciſſitude and accident; 
we therefore find that in philoſophical diſcourſes 


Which teach by precept, or hiſtorical narratives that 
f inſtruct by example, the peculiar virtues or faults of 
women fill but a ſmall part; perhaps generally too 
ſmall, for ſo much of our domeſtic happineſs is in their 
hands, and their influence is ſo great upon our ear- 
lieſt years, that the univerſal intereſt of the world 
requires them to be well inſtructed in their province; 
nor can it be thoughe proper that the qualities by | 
which ſo much pain or pleaſure may be given, 


ſhould be left to the direction of chance. 


Ina, therefore, willingly given a place in my 


1 paper to a letter, which perhaps may not be wholly 
uſeleſs to them whoſe chief ambition is to pleaſe, as 
it ſhews how certainly the end is miſſed by abſurd 


To oe RAMBLER.. 


young gentleman at my own diſpoſal, 

with a conſiderable eſtate ; and having paſſed 
through the common forms of education, ſpent 
ſome time in foreign countries, and made myſelf 


diſtinguiſhed ſince my return in the politeſt compa- 


ny, J am now arrived at hat part of life in which 


every man is expected to ſettle, and provide for 
the continuation of his lineage. I withitood for 
tome rune the ſolicitations and remonſtrances of my 


aunts and uncles, but at laſt was perſuaded to viſit 


Ani bea, an heireſs, whoie land hes contiguous to 
mine, and whole birth and. beauty are without ob- 
jection Our friends declared that we were born for 


each other, all thoſe on both ſides who had no in- 


— — o_ 1 
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it, and were conſpiring to hurry us into matrimony, 


before we had any opportunity of knowing one ano- 
ther. I was, however, too old to be given away 


without my own conſent, and having bappened to 
pick up an opinion, which to many of my rela- 


tions ſeemed extremely odd, that a man might be 


_ unhappy with a large eſtate, determined to obtain 


a nearer knowledge of the perſon with whom 1 
was to paſs the remainder of my time. Io protract 


the courtſhip was by no means difficult, for Anthea 
had a wonderful facility of evading queſtions which 


J ſeldom repeated, and of barring approaches which 


I had no great eagerneſs to preis. 


Tuus the time paſſed away in viſits and civili- 
ties, without any ardent profeſſions of love, or for. 
mal offers of ſettlements. I often attended her to 
. places, in which, as is well known, all 


behaviour is ſo much regulated by cuſtom, that very 
little inſight can be gained into the private character, 


and therefore I was not yet able to inform myſelf of 


| her humour and inclinations. | 


Ax laſt J ventured to propoſe to her to make one 


of a ſmall party, and ſpend a day in viewing a ſeat 
and gardens a few miles diſtant; and having, upon 


her compliance, collected the reſt of the company, 


1 brought, at the hour. a coach which I had bor- 
rowed from an acquaintance, having delayed to buy 
one myſelf. till I ſhould have an opporunity cf ta- 


king the lady's opinion for whoſe uſe it was in- 


tended. Auilea came down, but as ſhe was going. 
to ſtep into the coach, ſtirted back with great ap- 


pearance of terror, and told us that ſhe durſt not 


enter, or the hocking colour of the lining had to }| 

much the air of the mourning coach, in which ſhe 

followed her aunt's funeral three vears before, th.t 
the ihould never have her poor dear 


nt out of her 


Inxew 
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„ 
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cer that id was not for lovers to argue with 
their miſtreſſes; I therefore ſent back the coach, and 
got another more gay. Into this we all entered, 


the coachman began to drive, and we were amuling 
ourſelves with the expeCtation of what we ſhould ſee, - 


when, upon a ſmall inclination of the carriage, An- 


_ thea (creamed out, that we were overthrown. We 
_ were obliged to fix all our attention upon her, which 
ſhe took care to keep up by renewing her outcries, 
at every corner where we had occaſion to turn: at 
intervals ſhe entertained us with fretful complaints of 


the uneaſyneſs of the coach, and obliged me to 


call ſeveral times on the coachman to take care 
and drive withcut jolting. The poor fellow en- 
deavoured to pleale us, and therefore moved very 
flow!y, 'till 4zthea found out thar this pace would 


only keep us longer on the ſtones, and defired 


that I would order him to make more ſpeed. 

He whipped his horſes, the coach jolted again, and 
 Anthea very complaiſantly told us how much ſhe re- 

pented that ſhe made one of our company. 


Ar laſt we got into the ſmooth road, and began 
to think our d:tticulties at an end. when, cn a ſuacgen, 
Aulblica faw a brook before us, which ſhe could not 


venture to pals. We were, therefore, obliged to 


alight, that we might walk over the bridge; but 
hen we came to it, we found it ſo narrow, that. 
Ati e durſt not ſet her foot upon it, and was con- 

tent, after long conſultation, to call the coach back, 
and with innumerable precautions, terrors, and la- 
mentations, croſicd the brook. _ 1 


Ix ͤ was neceſſary, after this delay, to mend our 


pace, zad directions were accorcingly given to the 
coachman, when hen informed us, that it was 


common for the acle to catch fire with a quick 
motion, and begged of me to Iok out every mi- 
nute, leſt we ſhould all be conſumed. I vas forced 
to obcy, ans give her from time to time the molt. 


- toicauy 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


188 The R AMB LER. Neg. 
folemn declarations that all was ſafe, and that! 
hoped we ſhould reach the place without lofing our 

lives either by fire or water. . 


Tuus we paſſed on, over ways ſoft and hard, 
with more or with leſs ſpeed, but always with new 
viciflitudes of anxiety. If the ground was hard, 
we were jolted, if ſoft, we were ſinking. If we 
went faſt, we ſhould be overturned, if ſlowly, we 

ſhould never reach the place. At length ſhe ſaw 
ſomething which ſhe called a cloud, and began to 
conſider that at that time of the year it frequently 
thundered. I his feemed to be the capital terrour, 

| for after that the coach was ſuffered to move on; 
and no danger was thought too dreadful to be en- 

_ countered, provided ſhe could get into @ houſe be- 


. 38 whole converſation paſſed in dangers, 


x nnd cares, and fears, and conſolations, and ftories 
31 3 of ladies d 


an night on a heath, drowned in rivers, or burnt 
Vith lightening ; and no ſooner had a hairbreadth 

| eſcape ſet us free from one calamity, but we were 
threatened with another. Z i Tn, 


Ar length we reached the houſe where we in- 
tended to regale ourſelves, and I propoſed to An- 
thea the choice of a great number of diſhes, which 


a the place, being well provided for entertainment, 


pened to afford. She made ſome objection to 


every thing that was offered; one thing ſhe hated at 
that time of the year, another ſhe could not bear 


 fince ſhe had ſeen it ſpoiled at lady Feed: el!'s table; 


another ſhe was ſure they could not dreſs at this 
| houſe, and another ſhe could not touch without 
French ſauce. At laſt ſhe fixed her mind upon ſal- 
mon, but there was no ſalmon in the houſe. It 
was however procured with great expedition, and 
when it came to the table ſhe found that br 


rapped in the mire, forced ta ſpend all 
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had taken away her ſtomach, which indeed ſhe 
thought no great loſs, for ſhe could never believe 
that any thing at an inn could be cleanly got. 


Dinner was now over, and the company pro- 
poſed, for I was now paſt the condition of making 
overtures, that we ſhould perſue our original deſign 
of viſiting the gardens. Anthea declared that ſhe 


could not imagine what pleaſure we expected from 


the ſight of a tew green trees and a little gravel, and 


two or three pits of clear water; that for her part 
ſhe hated walking till the c20l of the evening, and 


thought it very likely to rain, and again wiſhed that 


| ſhe had ſtaid at home. We then reconciled our- 
| ſelves to our diſappointment, and began 
common ſubjecis, when Anthea told us that ſince 


to talk on 


we came to ſee gardens, the would not hinder our 
{atisfaction. We all role and walked through the 


encloſures for ſome time, with no otker trouble than 


the neceſſity of watching left a frog ſhould hop 


acroſs the way, which 4zthea told us would certain. 
y kill her, if ſhe ſhould happen to ſee him. 


Frocs, as it fell out, there were none, but when 


we were within a furlong of the gardens, Anthea 
ſaw ſome ſheep, and heard the wether clink his bell, 
which ſhe was certain was not hung upon him for 


nothing, and therefore no affurances nor intreaties 
ſhould prevail upon her to go a ſtep farther ; ſhe 
was ſorry to diſappoint the company, but her life 
was dearer to her than ceremony. _ 


| We came beck to the inn. and Antbea now diſ- 


covered that there was no time to be loſt in return- 


ing, for che night would come upon us, and a 
thouſand misfortunes might happen in the dark. 
The horſes were immediately harneſſed, and Authea 
having wondered what could ſeduce her to ſtay ſo 


long, was eager to ſet out. But we had now a new 


ſcene of terrour, every man we faw was a robber, 


and 


— 


— 


—— ————— —— — — — 
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and we were ordered ſometimes to drive hard leſt 
a traveller whom we ſaw behind ſhould overtake 
us, and ſometimes to ſtop, leſt we ſhould come up 
to him who was paſſing before us. She alarmed 
many an honeſt man by begging him to ſpare her 


life as he paſſed by the coach, and drew me into 


ffreen quarrels with perſons who encreaſed her 
fright by kindly ſtopping to enquire whether they 
could aflift us. At laſt we came home, and the told 


her company next day what a pleaſant ride the had 
| been taking. 


1 SUPPOSE, fir, I need not enquire of vou What 
$daftions may be made from this narrative, nor 


What happineſs can ariſe from the ſociety of that 
woman, who miltakes cowardice for elegance, and _ 
imagines all delicacy to conſiſt in refuling t to de 1 

pleated. 5 


-T an, Ec. 


EIT eee 
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| Non FER Juno, 
Nun 8 — adeft, non illi Gratia lecr̃e. Orb. 


Without connubial Fan's aid they wed; 
Nor Fg nor the Graces bleſs the bed. 
Errulxs rox. 
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S you have h. therto PTY the | performanics 15 
of the promiſe, by which you £ „ 


to hope for an cher paper vron matri, ay, Hima- 
gine vou deſirous of collecting more nato rials than 
your on expert ence, or o ſervation, an {upply ; 
and I ſhall therefore lay candidly befere yon. an ac- 
count of my own entrance into the conjugal ſtate. | 
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I was about eight and twenty years old, when, 
having tried the diverſions of the town till I began 
to be weary, and being awakened into attention to 


more ſerious buſineſs, by the failure of an attorney 

to whom | had implicitly truſted the conduct of my 
fortune, | re{olved to take my eltate into my own 
care, and methodiſe my whole life according to the 
ſtricteſt rules of conomical prudence. 


Ix perſuance of this Keine L took leave of my 


acquaintance, Who diſmitied me with numberleſs 
jeſts upon my new iyitem ; having firſt endeavour- 
ed to divert me from a deſign ſo little worthy of a_ 
man of wit, by ridiculous accounts of the igno- 
rance and ruſticity into which many had ſunk in 


their retirement, after having diſtinguiſhed tliem- 
ſelves in taverns and play-houſes. and given hopes 


of riting to uncommon eminence among the gay 
part of mankind. | ä 


Wal came firſt into the country, which, by a 
neglect not uncommon among young heirs, I had 
never ſeen fince the death of my father, I found 
every thing in ſuch confuſion, that, being utterly 


without practice in bufineſs, J had great difficulties 


to encounter in diſentangling the perplexities of my 
circumitances ; the however, gave way to diligent 

application, and 1 perceived that the advantage of 
keeping my on accounts would very much over- | 
balance the time which they could require. 


I naD now viſited my tenants, ſurveyed my land, 
and repaired the old houſe, which, for ſome years, 
had been running to decay. Theſe proofs of pecu- 


niary wiſdoin 52754 to recommend me, as a ſober, 


ju licious, chriving gentleman, to all my graver 


neighbours of the countir, who never failed to ce- 


lebrate my management 2. v»polſition to ri le 
and Zatterruit, two ſmart fellows, who had ciiates 
in the ſame part of the kingdom, which they viſit- 
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ed now and then in a frolick, to take up their rents 
beforehand, debauch a milk-maid, make a feaſt for 
the village, and tell ſtories of their own intrigues, 
and then rode poſt back to town to ſpend their 
—_— MR We rn PO 


Ir was doubtful, however, for ſome time, whe- 
ther I ſhould be able to hold my reſolution ; but a 


thort perſeverance removed all ſuſpicions. I roſe 
every day in reputation, by the decency of my con- 
verſation, and the regularity of my conduct, and 


was mentioned with great regard at the aſſizes, as a 
man very fit to be put in commiſſion for the peace. 


Donn the confuſion of my affairs, and the 
daily neceſſity of viſiting farms, adjuſting contracts. 


letting leaſes, and ſuperintending repairs, | found 


very little vacuity in my life, and therefore had not 
many thoughts of marriage ; but, in a little while, 


the tumult of buſineſs ſubſided, and the exact me- 


- had which 3 hed eobiiibed, conbied me w 6 | 


patch my accounts with great facility. I had, there- 


fore, now upon my hands, the taſk of finding means 


to ſpend my time, without falling back into the 
poor amuſements which I had hitherto indulged, or 


changing them for the ſports of the field, which 1 | 


_ ſaw pertued with fo much eagerneſs by the gentle- 


men of the country, that they were indeed the only 


5 — in which | could promiſe myſelf any par- 
taker. | TE 1 


Tur inconvenience of this fituation naturally dif- = 9 


poſed me to with for a companion, and the known 


value of my eſtate, with my reputation for fruga- I 
| lity and prudence, eaſily gained me admiſſion into 


every family; for I ſoon found that no enquiry was 
made after any other virtue, nor any teſtimonial 
neceſſary, but of my freedom from incumbrances, 


and my Care of what they termed the main chance. | | 
I ſaw not without indignation, the eagerneſs _ 1 


. O EDCriSILpPOUAIRCTARL OS w 
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which the daughters, wherever I came, were ſet out 
to ſhow ; nor could I conſider them in a ſtate much 
different from proſtitution, when I found them or- 
dered to play their airs before me, and to exhibit, 
by ſome teeming chance, ſpecimens of their muſick, 
their work, or their houſewifery. No ſooner was I 
placed at table, than the young lady was called up- 
on to pay me ſome civility or other; nor could 1 
find means of eſcaping, from either father or mo- 
ther, ſome account of their daughter's exce lencies, 
with a declaration, that they were now leaving the 


world, and had no buſineſs on this fide the grave, 


but to ſee their children happily diſpoſed of; that 
ſhe whom J had been pleaſed to compliment at table, 
was indeed the chief pleaſure of their age, ſo good, 
ſo dutiful, ſo great a relief to her mamma in the 
care of the houſe, and ſo much her papa's lavou- 
rite for her chearfulneis and wit, that it would be 
with the laſt reluctance that they ſhould part; but 
to a worthy gentleman in the neighbourkood, whom 
they might often viſit, they would not ſo far con- 


ſult their own gratification, as to refuſe her; and 


their tenderneſs thould be ſhewn in her fortune, when- 
ever a ſuitable ſettlement was propoied.. = 


As I knew theſe overtures not to proceed from 
any preference of me before another equal) rich, I 
could not but look with pity on young perions con- 
demned to be ſet to auction, and made cheap by 
injudicious commendations; for how could they 
know themicives offered and rejected a hundred 
times, without ſoine loſs of that ſoft elevation, and 


is | maiden dignity, ſo necetiary to * — on of 


; temale excellence | ? 


4 es (LL not trouble you v ich a hi torr of the 
flratagems practiſed upon iny judgment, or the al. 
| lurements tried upon my heart, TT hich, if vou have, | 
in any part of your life, been acquainted viith rural 
politicks, you will eatil; conceive, Their arts have 
Voi. . | 1 5 = ue 
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no great variety, they think nothing worth their 


care but money, and ſuppoſing its influence the 


ſame upon all the world, ſeldom endeavour to de- 


ceive by any other means than falſe computations. 


wirt not deny that, by hearing ki? loudly - 
commended for my diſcretion, | began to ſet᷑ ſome 


value upon my character, and was unwilling to loſe 


my credit by marrying for love. I therefore re- 


ſolved to know the fortune of the lady whom I 


| ſhould addreſs, before I enquired after her wit, de- 


 hicacy, or beauty. 


Tais determination led me to Mitiſſa, the daugh- 


ter of Chryſophilus, whoſe perſon was at leaſt with - 


out deformity, and whoſe manners were free from 
reproach, as ſhe had been bred up at a diſtance _ 


from all common temptations. To Mitiſla, there- 


fore, I obtained leave from her parents to pay my 
court, and was referred by her again to her father, 
w hoſe direction ſhe was reſolved to follow. The 
queſtion then was, only, what ſhould be ſettled? | 
The old gentleman made an enormous demand. 
with which I refuſed to comply. Mitiſſa was or- 
dered to exert her power; ſhe told me, that if I | 
could refuſe her papa, ] had no love for her; that | 
the was an unhappy creature, and that I was a per- 
ſidious man: then ſhe burſt into tears, and fell into 
fits. All this, as I was no paſſionate lover, had 
little effect. She next refuſed to ſee me, and be- 


cauſe | thought myſelf obliged to write in terms of 


_ diſtreſs, they had once hopes of ſtarving me into 


meaſures ; but finding me inflexible, the father com- 


plicd with my propoſal, and told me he liked me 


the more for being ſo good at a bargain. 


TI was now married to Mitiſſa, and was to expe- 
rience the haypineſs of a match made without paſ- 

fon. Mitiſia ſoon diſcovered, that ſhe was equally | 
_ prudent with myſelf, and had taken a huſband only 


| © OT 
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to be at her own command, and to have a chariot 
at her own call. She brought with her an old maid 
recommended by her mother, who taught her all 
the arts of domeſtick management, ard was, on 
every occaſion, her chief agent and direcireſs I Hey 
ſoon invented one reaſon or other, to quarrel t 
all my ſervants, and either prevailed or me % ton 
them away, or treated them ſo ill, that left e 
of themſelves, and always ſupplied ine © - 

with ſome brought from my wife's relations. «5 
they eſtabliſhed a family, over which! had no au- 
thority, and which was in a perpetual conſpiracy 
againſt me; for Mitiſſa conſid ered herſelf as having 
a ſeparate intereſt, and thought nothing her own, 
but what ſhe laid up without my knowledge. For 
this reaſon ſhe brought me falſ: accounts of the 
expences of the houſe, joined wich my tenants in 
complaints of hard times, and by means of a fte- 
ward of her own, took rewards for ſolicitin > ahate- 
ments of the rent. Her great hope is to outlive me, 


| that ſhe may enjoy what ſhe has thus accumulated, 


and therefore ſhe is always contriving ſome improve- 
ments of her jointure land, and once tried to pro- 
cure an injunction to hinder me from felling tim 
ber upon it for repairs. Her father and mother aſ- 
fit her in her projects, and are frequently hinting 
that ſhe is ill uicd, and reproaching me with the pre- 

ſents that other ladies receive from their huſbands. 


Sven, Sir, was my ſituation for ſeven years, till 
at laſt my patienze was exhauſted, and having one 
day invited her father to my houſe, I laid the ſtate 
of my affairs before him, detected my wife in ſeve- 
ral of her frauds, turned out her ſteward, charged 
_ a conſtable with her maid, took my buſineſs in my 
_ own hands, reduced her to a ſettled allowance, and 
now write this account to warn others againft mar- 
wing thoſe whom they have no reaſon to eſtecm. 
CE ny ... an Ke. 
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Homer, 
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Nor fear an — nor ſuſpect a foe, Por z. 


HERE is ſcarcely any ſpecies of poetry, 
that ha: allured more readers, cr excited 
riore writers, than the paſtoral. It 1s generally 
pleaſing, becauſe it entertains the mind with repre- 
lentations of ſcenes familiar to almoſt every imagi- 


nation, and of which all can equally judge whether 


they are well deſcribed. It exhibits a life, to which 
we have been always zccuttomed to aſſociate peace, 
and leiſure, and innocence : and therefore we readi- 
ly ſet open the heart, for the admiſſion of its images, 
which contribute to drive away cares and perturba- 
tions, and ſuffer ourſelves, without reſiſtance, to be 


tranſported to elyſian regions, where we are to meet 


every ſhade Promiſes repoſe. 


Ir has been maintained by ſome, wh Jove to 
talk of what they do not know, that paſtoral is the 
molt antient poetry ; and, indeed, fince it is proba- 
ble, that poetry is nearly of the ſame antiquity with 
rational nature, and ſince the life of the firſt men 
was certainly rural, we may reaſonably conjecture, 
that, as their ideas would neceſſarily be borrowed _ 
_ from thoſe objects with which they were acquaint- 
ed, their compoſures, being filled chiefly with ſuch 
' thoughts on the viſible creation as muſt occur to 


S 


the frit obſervers, were paſtoral hymns like thoſe 
which Miltan introduces the original pair ſinging, in 
the day of innocence, to the r rea of their Maker. = 


Bas 


with nothing but joy, and plenty, and content- 
ment; where every gale whiſpers pleaſure, and 


1 


4 
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Fo the ſame reaſon that paſtoral poetry was the 

firſt employment of the human imagination, it 18 

generally the firſt literary amuſement of our minds. 
Wie have ſeen fields, and meadows, and groves 

| from the time that our eyes opened upon life; and 


are pleaſed with birds, and brooks, and breezes, 
| much earlter than we engage among the actions 
. and paſlions of mankind. We are therefore de- 


lighted with rural pictures, becauſe we know the 
original at an age when our curiolity can be very 
| little awakened, by deſcriptions of courts which 
we never beheld, or repreſentations of paſſion which 
we never felt. = 


Tyre ſatisfaftion received from this kind of writ- 
* ing not only begins early, but laſts long; we do 
„not, as we advance into the intellectual world, throw 
it away among other childiſh amuſements and pa- 
ſtimes, but willingly return to it in any hour of 
indolence and relaxation. The images of true pa- 
ſtoral have always the power of exciting delight, 
becauſe the works of nature, from which they are 
drawn, have always the ſame order and beauty, 
and continue to force themſelves upon our thoughts, 
being at once obvious to the moſt careleſs regard, 
and more than adequate to the ſtrongeſt reaſon, and 
ſevereſt contemplation. Our inclination to ſtillneſs 
and tranquillity is ſeldom much leſſened by long 
knowledge of the buſy and tumultuary part of the 
world. In childhood we turn our thoughts to the 
country, as to the region of pleaſure, we recur to 
it in old age as a port of reſt, and perhaps with 
that ſecondary and adventitious gladneſs, whick 
every man feels on reviewing thoſe places, or re- 
collecting thoſe occurrences, that contributed to his 
pyouthful enjoyments, and bring him back to the 
prime of life, when the world was gay with the 
bloom of novelty, when mirth wantoned at his ſide, 
and hope ſparkled before him. e 


1 . AY 
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Tx ſenſe of this univerſal pleaſure has invited 


numbers without number to try their ſkill in paſtoral 
performances, in which they have generally ſuc- 


cceded after the manner of other imitators, tranſ- ' | 
mitting the ſame images in the ſame combination 
from one to another, till he that reads the title of a 
poem, may gueſs at the whole ſeries of the compo- 


tion; nor will a man, after the peruſal of thou- 


ſands of theſe performances, find his knowledge en- 


| larged with a fingle view of nature not produced 
before, or his imagination amuſed with any new ap- 
plication of thoſe views to moral purpoſes. 


Tus range of paſtoral is indeed narrow, for | 


though nature itſelf, philoſophically confidered, be 
mexhauftible, yet its general effects on the eye and 
on the ear are uniform, and incapable of much va- 


riety of deſcription. Poetry cannot dwell upon the 
_ 1ainuter diſtinctions, by which one ſpecies differs | 
tom another, without departing from that ſimpli« | 
city of grandeur which fills the imagination; nor | 
diſſect the latent qualities of things, without loſing = 
its general power of gratifying every mind by re- 


callipg its conceptions. However, as each age 


makes ſome diſcoveries, and thoſe diſcoveries are 
by degrees generally known, as new plants or modes 
of culture are introduced, and by little and little 


become common, paſtoral might receive, from time 


do time, ſmall augmentations, and exhibit once in a 


century a ſcene ſomewhat varied. 


haur paſtoral ſubjects have been often, like others, 


taken into the hands of thoſe that were not quali- 
fed to adorn them, men to whom the face of na- 
ture was ſo little known, that they have drawn it | 
only after their own imagination, and changed or 


diſtorted her feature, that their portraits might ap- 


| pear ſomething more than ſervile copies from their 


_ predecellors. 
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Nor only the images of rural life, but the oc- 
caſions on which they can be properly produced, 
are few and general. The ſtate of a man confined 
to the employments and pleaſures of the country, is 


= 3 ſo little diverſified, and expoſed to ſo few of thoſe 


accidents which produce perplexities, terrors and 
ſurpriſes, in more complicated tranſactions, that he 
can be ſhewn but ſeldom in ſuch circumſtances as 
attract curioſity. His ambition is without policy, 
and his love without intrigue. He has no com- 
plaints to make of his rival, but that he is richer 
than himſelf ; nor any diſaſters to lament, but a 
cruel maſtrels, or a bad harveſt. 


Tu? conviction of the neceſſity of ſome new 
ſource of pleaſure induced Sannaxarius to remove 
the ſcene from the fields to the ſea, to ſubſtitute 
fiſhermen for ſhepherds, and derive his ſentiments | 
from the piſcatory life ; for which he has been cen- 
| ſured by ſucceeding eriticks, becauſe the ſca is an 
odject of terrour, and by no means proper to amuſe 
the mind, and lay the paſſions aſleep. Againſt this 
objection he might be defended by the eſtabliſhed 
maxim, that the poet has a right to ſelect his 
images, and is no more obliged to ſhew the ſea in 
a ſtorm, than the land under an inundation ; but 
may dilplay all the pleaſures, and conceal the dan- 
gers of the water, as he may lay his ſhepherd under 
a ſhady beech, without giving him an ague, or let- 
ting a wild beaſt looſe upon him. 


Tura are however two defects in the piſcatory 
_ eclogue, which perhaps cannot be ſupplied. The 
fea, though in hot countries it is conſidered by thoſe 
wWho hve, like Sannazarius, upon the coaſt, as a 

place of pleaſure and diverſion, has notwithſtand- 

ing much leſs variety than the land, and therefore 
will be ſooner exhauſted by a deſcriptive writer. 
When he has once ſhewn the ſun riſing or ſetting 
upon it, curled its waters with the vernal breeze, 
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rolled the waves in gentle ſucceſſion to the ſhore, 
and enumerated the fiſh ſporting in the ſhallows, he 


has nothing remaining but what is common to all 
other poetry, the complaint of a nymph for a 


drowned lover, or the indignation of a fiſher that 
his oyſters are refuſed, aud Mycon's accepted. 


Axornzx obſtacle to the general reception of 
this kind of poetry, is the ignorance of maritime 


pleaſures, in which the greater part of mankind 
muſt always live. To all the inland inhabitants of 


every region, the ſea is only known as an immenſe - 
_ diffuſion of waters, over which men paſs from one 
country to another, and in which life is frequently 
loſt. J hey have. therefore, no opportunity of tracing, 


in their own thoughts, the deſcriptions of winding 
mores, and calm Þays. nor can look on the poem in 


Which they are mentioned, with other ſenſations, 
than on a ſea-chart, or the metrical geography of 
jj. wy oe Sr be 


Pnuis defect Sorn 2arivs was hindered from per- 
_ eviving, by writing in a learned language to readers 
generally acquainted with the works cf nature; but 
if he had made his attempt in any vulgar tongue, 
he would ſoon have diſcovered how vainly he had 

_ endeavoured to make that loved, which Was not un- 
Kerst. = ns : 


Jau afraid it will not be found eaſy to improve 
the paſtorals of antiquity, by any great additions or 
d;verfitications. Our deſcriptions may indeed Giffer 


from thoſe of Virgil, as an Engliſn from an Italian 
ſummer, and, in fome reſpects, as modern from an- 
cient life; but as nature is in both countries nearly 
tne fame, and as poetry has to do rather with the 
paſſions of men, which are uniform, than their cu- 

ſtoms, which are changeable, the varieties, which 

time or place can furniſh, will be inconſiderable : 
and 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew, in the next paper, 


how 


1 
. 
1 
[ 
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| | how little the latter ages have contributed to the im- 
provement of the ruitick mule, x 


eK 
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Canto gue ſolitus, fi quando armenta vocabat, 
Ampbion Dirceus, . Ving, 
Such ſtrains I ſing as once Amphien play d, 
When liſt'ning flocks rhe pow'rful call obey'd. | 
EG Ee „„ ELGHEINS TON. 
FN writing or judging of paſtoral poetry, neither 
the authors nor criticks of latter times ſeem to 
have paid ſufficient regard to the originals left us by 
antiquity, but have entangled themſelves with unne- 
ceſſary difficulties, by advancing principles, which, 
having no foundation in the nature of things, are 
Wholly to be rejected from a ſpecies of compoſition 
[in which, above all others, mere nature is to be re- 


Ix is, therefore, neceſſary to enquire after ſome 
more diſtin& and exact idea of this kind of writing. 
This may, [ think, be eaſily found in the/paſtorals 
of Virgil, from whoſe opinion it will not appear 
# very ſafe to depart, if we conſider that every advan- 
| tage of nature, and of fortune, concurred to- com- 
_ _ plete his productions; that he was born with great 
accuracy and ſeverity of judgment, enlightened with 
all the learning of one of the brightelt ages, and 
__ embelliſhed with the elegance of the Roman court; 
that he employed his powers rather in improving, 
than inventing, and ther: fore muit have endeavoured 
to recompenſe the want of novelty by exaCtnets ; 
| that taking Theocritus for his original, he found 
| Paſtoral far advanced towards perfection, and that 
|| Having ſo great a rival, he muſt have proceeded with. 


| 
| 
| 
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| 1r we ſearch the writings of Virgil, for the true 


definition of a paſtoral, it will be found @ poem in 


ewhich any ation or paſſion is repreſented by its effects 
upon a country life. Whatſoever therefore may, ac- 


cording to the common courſe of things, happen in 
the country, may afford a ſubject for a paſtoral poet. 


In this definition, it will immediately occur to 


thoſe who are verſed in the writings of the modern 


criticks, that there is no mention o 


the golden age. 


I cannot indeed eaſily diſcover why it is thought ne - 


ceſſary to refer deſcriptions of a rural ſtate to remote 


times, nor can I perceive that any writer has con- 
ſiſtently preſerved the Arcadian manners and ſenti- 
ments. The only reaſon, that I have read, on which 
this rule has been founded, is, that, according to 
the cuſtoms of modern life, it is improbable that 


ſhepherds ſhould be capable of harmonious num- 


bers, or delicate ſentiments ; and therefore the reader | 
muſt exalt his ideas of the paſtoral character, by | - 
carrying his thoughts back to the age in which the 
care of herds and flocks was the employment of the 
wiſeſt and greateſt men. TD „„ 


Tuxsx reaſoners ſeem to have been led into their 
hbypotheſis, by conſidering paſtoral, not in general, 
as a repreſentation of rural nature, and conſequently 
as exhibiting the ideas and ſentiments of thoſe, who- 
ever they are, to whom the country affords pleaſure 


or employment, but ſimply as a dialogue, or narra- 
tive of men actually tending ſheep, and buſied in 


the loweſt and moſt laborious offices; from whence 
they very readily concluded, ſince characters muſt 
neceſſarily be preſerved, that either the ſentiments muſt 
| fink to the level of the ſpeakers, or the ſpeakers | 
muſt be raiſed to the height of the ſentiments 


In conſeguence of theſe original errors, a thouſand | 
ö . have been given, which have only contri= | 
buted to perplex and to confound. Some have 


thought 
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thought it neceſſary that the imaginary manners of 
the golden age ſhould be univerſally preſerved, and 
have therefore believed, that nothing more could 
be admitted in paſtoral, than lilies and roſes, and 
rocks and ſtreams, among which are heard the gen- 
_ tle whiſpers of chaſte fondneſs, or the ſoft com- 
plaints of amorous impatience. In paſtoral, as in 
other writings, chaſtity of ſentiment ought doubtleſs 
to be obſerved, and purity of manners to be repre- 
ſented ; not becauſe the poet is confined to the 


images of the golden age, but becauſe, having the 


ſubject in his own choice, he ought always to con- 
ſult the intereſt of virtue. „ „5 


Tust advocates for the golden age lay down 
other principles, not very conſiſtent with their gene- 
ral plan; for they tell us, that, to ſupport the cha- 
racter of the ſhepherd, it is proper that all refine- 
ment ſhould be avoided, and that fome flight in- 


'| © ſtances of ignorance ſhould be interſperſed. Thus 
© Ae Virgil is ſuppoſed to have forgot the 


name of Anaximander, and in Pope the term Zo- 


| diack is too hard for a ruſtick apprehenſion. But: 
if we place our ſhepherds in their primitive condi- | 


tion, we may give them learning among their other 
qualifications ; and if we ſuffer them to allude at all 
to things of later exaſtence, which, perhaps, cannot 
with any great propriety be allowed, there. can be 
no danger of making them ſpeak with too much ac- 
euracy, ſince they converſed with divinities, and. 
tranſmitted. to ſucceeding ages the arts of life. 


_ OTnex writers, having the mean and deſpicable 

condition of a ſhepherd always before them, con- 
 _ cerve it neceſſary to degrade the language of palto- 
ral, by obſolete terms and ruſtick words, which they 

very learnedly call Dorick, without reflecting, that. 
they thus become authors of a mingled dialect, 
which no human being ever could have ſpoken, that 
they may as well refine me ſpeech as the r 5 


| 
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of their perſonages, and that none of the inconſiſt- 
encies which they endeavour to avoid, is greater 


chan that of joining elegance of thought with coarte.. 
neſs of diction Spenter begins one of his paſtorals 


with ſtudied barbarity; 


Diggon Davie, I Bi her good-day : 
Or, Diggon her is, or 1 miſſay. ; 
Dig. Her avas her awhile it avas day-light, 


But now her is a moſt wretched wight. 


What will the reader imagine to be the ſubject on 
which ſpeakers like theſe exerciſe their eloquence ? 

Will he not be ſomewhat diſappointed, when he 
- finds them met together to condemn the corruptions 
of the church of Rome? Surely, at the ſame time 
that a ſhepherd learns theology, he may gain ſome 
acquaintance with his native language. 


 PasToORaL admits of all ranks of perſons, be- 
cauſe perſons of all ranks inhabit the country. It 
_ excludes not, therefore, on account of the charac- 
ters neceſiary to be introduced, any elevation or de- 
licacy of ſentiment ; thoſe ideas only are improper, 
Which, not owing their original to rural objects, are 


not pattoral. Such is the exclamation in Virgil, 
Nunc ſcio quid fit Amor, duris in cautibus illum 


Tſmarus, aut Rh:dope, aut extremi Garamantes, 
Nec generis n:ftri puerum nec ſanguinis, edunt ; 
1 know thee, love, in deſarts thou wert bred, 
And at the dugs of ſavage tygers ſed: 5 


Alien of birth, uſurper of the plains. Du vDpER. 


_ which Pope endeavouring to copy, was carried to | 
. Kill greater improprieei rt... Rs 


I fun thee, Lowe, wild as the ra ing main, 
More ferce than tigers on the Libyan plain; = 
Thou wwert fron ti burning entrais torn, 
Beget in teiuf ee, and in thunders born ! 1 


Sentirients like theſe, as they have no ground in 
| = = 5 5 nature, 
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nature, are indeed of little value in any poem, but 
in paſtoral they are particularly liable to cenſure, 
becauſe it wants that exaltation above common life, 


which in tragick or heroick writings often reconciles 
us to bold flights and daring figures. 


Pas rokal being the repreſentation of an ation or 
paſſion, by its effetts upon a country life, has nothing 
peculiar but its confinement to rural imagery, with- 
out which it ceaſes to be paſtoral. This is its true 
characteriſtick, and this it cannot loſe by any dig- 
nity of ſentiment, or beauty of dition The Pol- 
lio of Virgil, with all its elevation, is a compoſition 
truly bucplic, though rejected by the criticks ; for 
all the images are either taken from the country, or 
from the religion of the age common to all parts of 


: "Tus Nen is i of © nee A dd Lind; 


becauſe though the ſcene lies in the country, the 


ſong being religious and hiſtorical, had been no 
leſs adapted to any other audience or place. Nei- 
ther can it well be defended as a fiction, for the 

introduction of a god ſeems to imply the golden 

age, and yet he alludes to many ſubſequent tranſacti- 
ons, and mentions Gallus the poet's contemporary. 


Ir ſeems neceſſary, to the perfection of this 
loem, that the occaſion which is ſuppoſed to pro- 
duce it, be at leaſt not inconſiſtent with a country 
life, or leſs likely to intereſt thoſe who have retired 


into places of ſolitude and quiet, than the mate 


buſy part of mankind. Faw is therefore improper to 
give the title of a paſtoral to verſes, in which the 


ipeakers, after the ſlight mention of their flocks, 
fall to complaints of errors in the church, and cor- 
ruptions in the government, or to lamentations of 
the death of ſome illaftrious perſon, whom when 
once the poet has called a ſhepherd, he has no 
longer any labour upon his hands, but can make 
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the clouds weep, and lilies wither, and the ſheep | 
hang their heads, without art or learning, genius or 
_— 


Iris part of Claudian' s character of his ruſtick, 
that he computes his time not by the ſucceſſion of 


_ conſuls, but of harveſts. Thoſe who paſs their days 
in retreats diſtant from the theatres of buſineſs, are 


always leaſt likely to my their — with | 
publick affairs. 


Tus facility of treating actions or events in the 


paſtoral ſtile, has incited many writers, from whom 
more judgment might have been expected, to put the 


ſorrow or the joy which the occaſion required into 


the mouth of Daphne or of Thyrſis, and as one ab- 
ſurdity muſt naturally be expected to make way for 
another, they have written with an utter diſregard | 
both of life and nature, and filled their productions 
with mythological alluſions, with incredible fictions, 
and with ſentiments which neither paſſion nor reaſon 
could have dictated, ſince the change which religion 
nas made in the whole ſyſtem of the world. 


FOO NAA AAA AAA EY 
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Auream quiſquis mediocritatem 
Diligit, tutus caret obſaleti 
Sordibus tecti, caret invidenda | as 
| o . 
| The man within the golden mean, 1 
Who can his boldeſt with contain, 
ZSechrely views the ruin'd cell, 
Where ſordid want and — dwell; 
And, in himſelf ſerenely great, | 
| | Declines an envied room of ſtate. C5 ANCIS, | 


MONG many parallels which men of imagi- 


| ac 
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5 nation have drawn between the natural and 
55 moral ſtate of the world, it t has been obſerved that 
happineſs, | 
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happineſs, as well as virtue, conſiſts in mediocrity ; | 


that to avoid every extreme is neceſſary, even to him 
who has no other care than to paſs through the pre- 


ſent ſtate with eaſe and ſafety ; and that the middle 
path is the road of ſecurity, on either fide of which 
are not only the pitfals of vice, but the precipices 


L of ruin. : 


Tuus the maxim of Cleobulus the Lindian, Abr 
gigen, Mediocrity is beſt, has been long conſidered as 
an univerſal principle, extended through the whole 
compaſs of life and nature. The experience of 
every age ſeems to have given it new confirmation, 


and to ſhew that nothing, however ſpecious or al- 


| luring, is perſued with propriety, or enjoyed with. 


ſafety, beyond certain limits. 


Even the gifts of nature, which may truly be 
_ conſidered as the moſt ſolid and durable of all ter- 
reſtrial advantages, are found, when they exceed the 
middle point, to draw the poſſeſſor into many ca- 
lamities, eaſily avoided by others that have been 
| lefs bountifully enriched or adorned. We ſee every 
day women periſhing with infamy, by having been 
too willing to ſet their beauty to ſhow, and others, 


though not with equal guilt or miſery, yet with very 
ſharp remorſe, languiſhing in decay, neglect, and 


obſcurity, for having rated their youthful charms 
at too high a price. And, indeed, if the opinion 
of Bacon be thought to deſerve much regard, very 
few ſighs would be vented for eminent and ſuper- 
lative elegance of form; for beautiful women,” 
ſays he, © are ſeldom of any great accompliſhments, 
 *© becauſe they, for the moſt part, ſtudy behaviour 
46 rather than virtue.” N . MY NR a | 


_ _HeaLTH and vigour, and a happy conſtitution of 

the corporeal frame, are of abſolute neceſſity to the 
_ enjoyment of the comforts, and to the performance 

of the duties of life, and requiſite in yet a greater 


208 The RAMBLER. N9® 38. | 


meaſure to the accompliſhment of any thing illuſtri- 
ous Or. diſtinguiſhed ; yet even theſe, ifgye can judge 
by their apparent conſequences, are ſometimes not 


very beneficial to thoſe on whom they are moſt li- 
berally beſtowed. They that frequent the chambers } 
of the ſick, will generally find the ſharpeſt pains, 
aad moſt ſtubborn maladies among them whom 
confidence of the force of nature formerly betrayed 


to negligence and irregulari:y ; and that ſuperfluity 
of ſtrength, which was at once their boaſt and their 


| ſnare, has often, in the latter part of life, no other 


effect than it continues them long in impotence and 


— 


Tarst gifts of nature are, however, always bleſ- 


| ſings in themſelves, and to be acknowledged with 
_ gratitude to him that gives them; fince they are, in 
their regular and legitimate effects, productive of 
happineſs, and prove pernicious only by voluntary | 
corruption, or idle negligence. And as there is lit- | 
_ tle danger of perſuing them with too much ardour | 
or anxiety, becaute no ſkill or diligence can hope | 
to procure them, the uncertainty of their influence | 
upon our lives is mentioned, not to depreciate their 
rea value, but to repreſs the diſcontent and envy. 
to which the want of them often gives occaſion in 
| thoſe who do not enough ſuſpect their own frailty, 
nor conſider how much leſs is the calamity of not 
poſſeſſing great powers, than of not uſing them 


aright. | | | 


Or all thoſe things that make us ſuperior to 


others, there is none fo much within the reach of 


dur endeavours as riches, nor any thing more eager- 
ly er conſtantly deſired. Foverty is an evil always 
in our view, an evil complicated with ſo many cir- |} 
cumſtances of uneaſineſs and vexation, that every | 
man is ſtudious to avoid it. Some degree of riches | 
is therefore required, that we may be exempt from 
the gripe of ncceſuty; when this purpole is once at» 
TF - = Lets tained, 
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tained, we naturally wiſh for more, that the evil 
which is regarded with ſo much horror, may be yet 


at a greater diſtance from us; as he that has once 


felt or dreaded the paw of a ſavage, will not be at 


| reſt till they are parted by ſome barrier, which may 


take away all poſſibility of a ſecond attack. 


To this point, if fear be not unreaſonably indulg- 
ed, Cleobulus would, perhaps, not refuſe to extend 
his mediocrity. But it almoſt always happens, that 
the man who grows rich changes his notions of po- 
verty, flates his wants by ſome new meaſure, and 
from flying the enemy that perſued him, bends his 
endeavours to overtake thoſe whom he ſecs before 
him. The power of gratifying his appetites en- 
_ creaſes their demands; a thouſand wiſhes croud in 
upon him importunate to be ſatisfied and vanity 
and ambition open proſpects to defire, which ſtill 

grow wider, as they are more contemplated. 


Tuvus in time want is enlarged without bounds ; 


an eagerneſs for increaſe of poſleſſions deluges the 


| foul, and we fink into the gulphs of inſatiability, | 


only becauſe we do not ſufficiently conſider, that all! 


real need is very ſoon ſupplied, and all real danger 


of its invaſion eaſily precluded ; that the claims of 

vanity, being without limits, muſt be denied at laſt; 
and that the pain of repreſſing them is leſs pungent 

before they have been long accuſtomed to com- 
pliance. e es poop 


Wuosokvrx ſhall look heedfully upon thoſe who 
are eminent for their riches, will not think their 
condition ſuch as that he ſhould hazard his quiet, 


and much leſs his virtue, to obtain it. For all that 


great wealth generally gives above a moderate for- 
tune, is more room for the freaks of caprice, and 
more privilege for ignorance and vice, a quicker 
| ſucceflion of flatteries, and a larger circle of yolup- 
| twouſneſs, ir 
„ Tukes 


thinks he can affor 


two neighbouring ſhepherds, faint with thirſt, ſtood 
at the common boundary of their grounds, with |} 
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Tusa x is one reaſon ſeldom remarked, which 
makes riches leſs deſirable. Too much wealth is 
very frequently the occaſion of poverty. He whom 
the wantonneſs of abundance has once ſoſtened, 
eaſily ſinks into * gow of his affairs ; and he that 


to be.negligent, is not far from 
being poor. He will ſoon be involved in perplexi- 
ties, which his inexperience will render unſurmount- 
able; he will fly for help to thoſe whoſe intereſt it 


is that he ſhould be more diſtreſſed, and will be at 


laſt torn to pieces by the vulturs that always hover 
over fortunes in decay, % ye ind 


Wue s the plains of India were burnt up by 1 
long continuance of drought, Hamet and Raſchid, 


ſtood trembling, and would have retired before him ; 


but he called to them with a voice gentle as the 
| breeze that plays in the evening among the ſpices of 


Sabza ; ©* Fly not from your benefactor, children 
af the duſt ! I am come to offer you gifts, which 


not raſhly ; conſider, that of whatever can be en- 
« joyed by the body, exceſs is no leſs dangerous 


« O Beinc, | 


| 


| 
F 


only your own folly can make vain. You here 
pray for water, and water I will beſtow ; nm. 
know with how much you will be ſatisfied : ſpeak 


their flacks and herds panting round them, and in | 125 
extremity of diſtreſs prayed for water. On a ſud- 
den the air was becalmed, the birds ceaſed to chirp, 
and the flocks to bleat. They turned their eyes 
every way, and ſaw a being of mighty ſtature ad- 3 
vaneing through the valley, whom they knew upon 
his nearer approach to be the Genius of diſtribution. | 
In one hand he held the ſheaves of plenty, and in 
| the other the ſabre of deſtruction. The ſhepherds 


* than ſcarcity. When you remember the pain of | 
» thirſt, do not forget the danger of ſuffocation. | 
Now, Hamet, tell me your requeſt.” . 
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and herds quenched their thirſt, 


- 
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« OBeixs. kind and beneficent, ſays Hamer, 
let thine eye pardon my confuſion. I entreat a 


« littla brook, which in ſummer ſhall never be 
dry, and in the winter never overflow.” It is 
granted, replies the Genius; and immediately 
he opened the ground with his ſabre, and a fountain 
bubbling up under their feet ſcattered its rills over 
the meadows; the flowers renewed their fragrance, 


the trees ſpread a greener foliage, and' the flocks 


THEN turning to Raſchid, the Genius invited him 


likewiſe to offer his petition. © [I requeſt, ſays 
Raſchid, that thou wilt turn the Ganges through 


% my grounds, with all his waters, and all their in- 


* habitants.” Hamet was ſtruck with the greatneſs 
ol his neighbour's ſentiments, and ſecretly repined in 
his heart, that he had not made the ſame petition 
before him; when the Genius ſpoke, © Raſh man, 
«© be not inſatiable ! remember, to thee that is no- 
** thing which thou canſt not uſe; and how are thy 
wants greater than the wants of Hamet? Raſchid 
repeated his deſire, and pleaſed himſelf wih the 
| mean appearance that Hamet would make in the 
| Preſence of the proprietor of the Ganges. The 
Genius then retired towards the river, and the two 


ſhepherds ſtood waiting the event, As Raſchid was 


looking with contempt upon his neighbour, on 


a ſudden was heard the roar of torrents, and they 


found by the mighty ſtream that the mounds of the 
Ganges were broken. The flood rolled forward 
into the lands of Raſchid, his plantations were torn 
up, his flocks overwhelmed, he was ſwept away 

before it, and a crocodile devoured him. 


5 | | Nuux, 


— 
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Unbleft, till doom'd to wed with miſery. 


Tifelix ---=-nulli bene nupta marito. Avs0N1Us, 


IE condition of the female ſex has been 


1 frequently the ſubject of compaſſion to medi- 


cal writers, becauſe their couftitution of body is 


ſuch, that every ſlate of life brings its peculiar diſ- 
eaſes: they are placed, according to the proverb, 


| between Scylla and Charybdis, with no other choice 


than of dangers equally formidable; and Whether 
they embrace marriage, or determine upon a ſingle 

life, are expoſed, in conſequence of their choice, 
to ſickneſs, miſery, and death. | 


Ir were to be wiſhed that ſo great a degree of 
natural infeſicity might not be increaſed by adventi- 


tious and artificial miſeries; and that beings whoſe 
beauty we cannot behold without admiration, and | 
w hoſe delicacy we cannot contemplate without ten- 
derneſs, might be ſuffered to enjoy every alleviation 


D 


of their ſorrows. But, however it has happened, © 


the cuſtom of the world ſeems to have been formed 


in a kind of conſpiracy againſt them, though it does 
not appear but they had themſelves an equal ſhare 


in its eſtabliſhmenc; and preſcriptions which, by 
whomſocver they were begun, are now of long 


_ continuance, and by conſequence of great authori- 
ty, ſcem to have almoſt excluded them from con- 
tent, in whatſoever condition they ſhall paſs their 


II they refuſe the ſogety of men, and continue 
in that ſtate which is reaſonably ſuppoſed to place 
| happineſs moſt in their own power, they ſeldom give 


_ thole that frequent their converſation, any exalted 
notions of the bleſſing of liberty; for whether it 


be that they are angry to lee with what incoaſide- 


” i) 
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rate eagerneſs other heedleſs females ruſh into fla- 
very, or with what abſurd vanity the marricd ladies 
boaſt the change of their condition, and condemn . 
the heroines who endeavour to aſſert the natural 
dignity of their ſex ; whether they are conſcious that 
like barren countries they are free, only becauſe 
they were never thought to deſerve the trouble of a 
conqueſt, or imagine that their ſincerity is not al- 
ways unſuſpected, when they declare their contempt 
of men; it is certain, that they generally appear 

to have ſome great and inceſſant cauſe of uneatineſs, 
and that many of them have at laſt been pertuaded, 
by powerful rhetoricians, to try the life which they 
had fo long contemned, and put on the br dal orna- 
ments at a time when they leaſt became them. 


wu ar are the real cauſes of the impatience 
which the ladies diſcover in a virgin ſtate, I ſhall 


E- perhaps take ſome other occaſion to examine. That 


it is not to be envied for its happineſs, appears from 


the ſolicitude with which it is avoided ; from the 


opinion univerſally prevalent among the ſex, that 
no woman continues long in it but becauſe ſhe is 
not invited to forſake it; from the diſpoſition al- 
ways ſhewn to treat old maids as the refule of the 
world; and from the willingneſs with which it is 
often quitted at laſt, by thoſe whoſe experience has 
enabled them to judge at leiſure, and decide with 
N 


ver fack 3 is life, that <a is propoſed, it 1s 
much eaſier to find reaſons for rejecting than em- 
bracing. Marriage, though a certain ſecurity from 


the reproach and ſolitude of antiquated virginity, 


has yet, as it is uſually conducted, many diſadvan- 


tages, that take away much from the pleaſure which 


ſociety promiſes, and might afford, if pleaſures and 

pains were honeſtly ſhared, and mutual confidence 

wnolbly e 5 
Tux 
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Tux miſeries, indeed, which many ladies ſuffer 
under conjugal vexations, are to be conſidered with 
great pity, becauſe their huſbands are often not 


| taken by them as objects of affection, but forced 
upon them by authority and violence, or by perſua- 
ſion and importunity, equally reſiſtleſs when urged 


by thoſe whom they have been always accuſtomed 


to reverence and obey ; and it very ſeldom appears, 


that thoſe who are thus deſpotick in the diſpoſal of 


their children, pay any regard to their domeſtick 
and perſonal felicity, or think it ſo much to be en- 


quired whether they will be happy, as whether they 


will be rich. 


Ir may be urged. in extenuation of this crime, 


which parents, not in any other reſpec to be num- 


bered with robbers and aſſaſſins, frequently commit, 


that, in their eſtimation, riches and happineſs are 


equivalent terms. They have paſſed their lives with 


no other wiſh than that of adding acre to acre, and 


A 


filling one bag after another, and imagine the ad- 
vantage of a daughter ſufficiently conſidered, when 
they have ſecured her a large jointure, and given her 
_ reaſonable expectations of living in the midſt of 
thoſe pleaſures, with which ſhe had ſeen her father 
and mother ſolacing their age. „„ 


a 


Tuer is an oeconomical oracle received among 
the prudential part of the world, which adviſes 


fathers to marry their daughters leſt they ſhould marry 


: _ to=be unjuſt, leſt Caia ſhould be 1mprudent ; nor 


themſelves; by which I ſuppoſe it is implied that 
women left to their own conduct, generally unite. 
themſelves with ſuch partners as can contribute very | 
little to their felicity. Who was the author of this 
maxim, or with what intention it was originally _ 
uttered, J have not yet diſcovered ; but imagine 
that however ſolemnly it may be tranſmitted, or 


however implicitly received, it can confer no autho- 
rity which nature has denied, it cannot licenſe Titius 
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give right to impriſon for life, leſt liberty ſhould be 
i employed. e 
Tu ar the ladies have ſometimes incurred impu- 
tations which might naturally produce edicts not 


much in their favour, muſt be confeſſed by their 


warmeſt advocates ; and I have indeed ieldom ob- 
ſerved, that when the tenderneſs or virtue of their 
parents has preſerved them from forced marriage, 
and left them at large to chuſe their own path in the 
labyrinth of life, they have made any great advan- 
tage of their liberty : They commonly take the op- 
rtunity of independence to trifle away youth and 
loſe their bloom in a hurry of diverſions, recurring 
in a ſucceſſion too quick to leave room for any ſet- 
tled reflection; they ſee the world without gaining 
experience, and at laſt regulate their choice by mo- 
tives trifling as thoſe of a girl, or mercenary as thoſe 
MLsr 8 


MeraxrniA came to town upon the death of 
her father, with a very large fortune, and with the 
reputation of a much larger; the was therefore fol- 
lowed and careſſed by many men of rank, and by ſome 
of underſtanding; but having an inſatiable deſire of 
pleaſure, ſhe was not at leiſure, from the park, the 

gardens, the theatres, viſits, aſſemblies, and maſ- 
querades, to attend ſeriouſly to any propoſal, but 
was ſtill impatient for a new flatterer, and neglected 
marriage as always in her power; till in time her 
admirers fell away, wearied with expence, diſguſted 


| at her folly, or offended by her inconſtancy; the 


heard of concerts to which ſhe was not nvited, and 

was more than once forced to fit itil] at an aſſembly, 

for want of a partner. In this diſtreſs, chance 

threw in her way Philotryphus, a man vain, glitter- 

ing, and thoughtleſs as herſelf, who had ipent a 

ſtmall fortune in equipage and dreſs, and was ſhin- 
nung in the laſt ſuit for which his taylor would gire 
| „„ : 5 Bim 
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him credit. He had been long endeavouring to re- 
trie ve his extravagance by marriage, and therefore 


ſoon paid his court to Melanthia, who after ſome 
weeks of inſenſibility ſaw him at a ball, and was 
Wholly overcome by his performance in a minuet. 


They married; but a man cannot always dance, and 


Philotryphus had no other method of pleaſing: | 


however, as neither was in any great degree vitious, 
they live together with no other unhappineſs, than 


vacuity of mind, and that taſteleſſneſs of life, which 
proceeds from a ſatiety of juvenile pleaſures, and 
an utter inability to fill their place by nobler employ- 
ments. As they have known the faſhionable world 
at the ſame time, they agree in their notions of all 


thoſe ſubjects on which they ever ſpeak, and being 
able to add nothing to the ideas of each other, are 


not much inclined to converſation, but very often 
join in one wiſh, * T hat they could fleep more, and 
think leſs.” „ e 


Asa ls, after having refuſed a thouſand offers, | 
at laſt conſented to marry Cotylus, the younger | 
brother of a duke, a man without elegance of mien, 
beauty of perſon, or force of underitanding ; who, 

While he courted her, could not always forbear allu- 


ſions to her birth, and hints how cheaply ſhe would 


- purchaſe an alliance to fo illuſtrious a family. His | 
conduct from the hour of his marriage had been in- | 
ſufferably tyrannical, nor has he any other regard 

to her than what ariſes from his deſire that her ap- 
pearance may not diſgrace him. Upon this princi- 
ple, however, he always orders that ſhe ſhould be | 
| gaily dreficd, and ſplendidly attended; and ſhe has, | 
among all her mortifications, the happineſs to tak? | 


place of her eldeſt litter, 


| Nu * B, 
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Nec dicet, cur ego amicum 
Offendam in nugis ? Hæ nuge ſeria ducent 
Nor ſay, for trifles why ſhould I diſpleaſe 
The man I love? For trifles fuch as thefe 
Jo ſerious miſchiefs lead the man I love, 5 
If once the flatterer's ridicule he prove, Fs Axc 18. 


Hoz4 


and that they ſeldom fail of giving proofs of 


iraſcibility, upon the ſlighteſt attack of criticiſm, or 
the moſt gentle or modeſt offer of advice and infor- 
mation. R 


Warr £85 being beſt acquainted with one another, 


| have repreſented this character as prevailing among 

men of literature, which a more extenſive view of 
the world would have ſhewn them to be diffuſed thro' 

all human nature, to mingle itſelf with very ſpecies 

| of ambition and deſire of praiſe, and to diſcover 

its effects with greater or leſs reſtraint, and under 
_ diſguiſes more or leſs artful, in all places and all 


conditions. 


Tur quarrels of writers, indeed, are more ob- 


ſerved, becauſe they neceſſarily appeal to the deci- 
ſion of the publick. Their enmities are incited by 
_ applauſes from their parties, and prolonged by trea- 


cherous encouragement for general diverſion ; and 
when the conteſt happens to riſe high between men 
of genius and learning, its memory is continued for 


the ſame reaſon as its vehemence was at firſt pro: 
moted, becauſe it gratifies the malevolence or curio-· 
| fity of readers, and relieves the vacancies of life 


with amuſement and laughter. The perſonal diſ- 
putes, therefore, of rivals in wit are ſometimes 
„ oe ob 2 
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burnings of men leſs conſpicuous, though carried on 
with equal bitterneſs, and productive of greater evils, 

are expoſed to the knowiedge of thoſe only whom 
they nearly affect, and ſuffered to paſs off and be 
forgotten among common and caſual tranſactions. 


Tux reſentment which the diſcovery of a fault 
or folly produces, muſt bear a certain proportion to 
our pride, and will regularly be more acrimonious 
as pride is more immediately the principle of action. 
In whatever therefore we wiſh or imagine ourſelves 
to excel, we ſhall always be diſpleaſed to have our 
claims to reputation diſputed, and more diſpleaſed, 

if the accompliſhment be ſuch. as can expect reputa- 
tion only for its reward. For this reaſon it is com- 
mon to find men break out into rage at any inſinua- 


born with great patience reflections on their morals ; 
and of women it has been always known, that no 
| cenſure wounds fo deeply, or rankles fo long, as 


| 
| 
| 
| „ which charges them with want of beauty. 


As men frequently fill their imaginations with 
_ rrifling perſuits, and pleaſe themſelves moſt with 
things of ſmall importance, I have often known 
very ſevere and laſting malevolence excited by un- 
lucky cenſures, which would have fallen without 
any effect, had they not happened to wound a part 
remarkably tender. Guſtulus, who valued himſelf 
upon the nicety of his palate, diſinherited his eldeſt ſon 
or telling him that the wine, which he was then com- 
mending, was the ſame which he had ſent away the 
day before as not fit to be drunk. Proculus with- 
drew his kindneſs from a nephew, whom he had al- 
1 ways conſidered as the moſt promiſing genius of the 
\ age, for happening to praiſe in hi preſence the 
: graceſul horlemanſbip of Marius. And Fortunio, 
when he was privy counſellor, procured a clerk to be 
diſmiſſed from one of the publick offices, in which 
oy rr EE he 


tranſmitted to poſterity, when the grudges and heart. | 


tions to the diſadvantage of their wit, who have... | 
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he was eminent for his ſkill and aſſiduity, becauſe 
he had been heard to ſay, that there was another 
man in the kingdom on whoſe {kill at billiards he 
would Jay his money againſt Fortunio's, 


Flic and Floretta had been bred up in one 
| houſe, and ſhared all the pleaſures and endearments. 
ef infancy together. They entered upon life at the 
ſame time, and continued their confidence and 
friendſhip ; conſulted each other in every change of 
their dreſs, and every admiſſion of a new lover; 
thought every diverſion more entertaining whenever 
it _—_— that both were preſent, and when ſe- 
parated juſtified the conduct, and celebrated the ex- 
cellencies of one another. Such was their intima +« 
cy, and ſuch their fidelity; till a birth- night ap- 
proached, when Floretta took one morning an op- 
portunity, as they were conſulting upon new cloaths, 
to adviſe her friend not to dance at the ball, and 
informed her that her performance the year before 
had not anſwered the expectation which her other 
accompliſhments had raiſed. Felicia commended 
her ſincerity, and thanked her for the caution ; but 
told her that ſhe danced to pleaſe herielf, and was 
in very little concern what the men might take the 
liberty of ſaying, but that if her appearance gave 
her dear Floretta any uneaſineſs ſhe would ſtay 


away. Floretta had nor / nothing left but to make 


new proteſtations of fiacerity and affection, with 
- Which Felicia was ſo well ſatisfied, that they part- 
ed with more than uſual fondneſs. They ſtill con- 
tinued to viſit, with this only difference, that Feli- 
cia was more punctual than before, and often de- 
_ Clared how high a value ſhe pr. ago ſincerity, 
how much ſhe thought that goodneſs to be eſteemed 
which would venture to admoniſh a friend of an. 
error, and with what gratitude advice was to be 
received, even when it might happen to proceed 
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In a few months Felicia, with great ſeriouſneſs, 


told Floretta, that though her beauty was ſuch as 


gave Charms to whatever ſhe did, and her qualifica- 


tions ſo extenſive, that ſhe could not faii of excel- 
| lence in any attempt, yet the thought herſelf obliged 
by the duties of friendſhip to inform her, that if 
ever ſhe betrayed want of judgment, it was by too 
frequent compliance with ſolicitations to fing, fur 


that her manner was ſomewhat ungraceful, and her 


voice had no great compaſs. It is true, ſays Floret- 
ta, when I ſung three nights ago at lady Sprightly's, 
I was hoarſe with a cold; but | fing for my own. 


ſatis faction, and am not in the leaſt pain whether 1 


am liked. However, my dear Felicia's kindneſs is 


not the leſs, and I ſhall always think myſelf happy 
in ſo true a friend. e 


From this time, they never ſaw each other with- 


out mutual profeſiions of eſteem, and declarations {| 
of confidence, but went ſoon after into the country 
to vilit their relations. When they came back, | 
they were prevailed on, by the importunity of new | 
acquaintance, to take lodgings in different parts of | 
the town, and had frequent occaſion when they met, 
to bewail the diſtance at which they were placed, 
and the uncertainty which each experienced of find- 


ing. the other at home. * „%% 
Tus are the fondeſt and firmeſt friendſhips diſ- 


ſolved, by ſuch openneſs, and ſincerity, as interrupt 
our enjoy ment of our own approbation, or recall us to 
the remembrance of thoſe failings, which we are 
more willing to indulge than to correct. Mo 


I rr is by no means neceſſary to imagine, that he 
who is offended at advice, was ignorant of the fault, 
and reſents the admonition as a falſe charge; for 
perhaps it is moſt natural to be enraged, when there 
is the ſtrongeſt conviction of our own guik. While 
we can eaſily defend our character, we are no more 
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diſturbed at an accuſation, than we are alarmed by 
an enemy whom we are ſure to conquer ; and whoic 
attack, therefore, will bring us honour without 
danger. But when a man feels the reprehenſion of 
a friend ſeconded by his own heart, he is eaſily 
heated into reſentment and revenge, either becauſe 
he hoped that the fault of which he was conſcious 
had efcaped the notice of others ; or that his friend 
had looked upon it with tenderneſs and extenuation, 
and excuſed it for the ſake of his other virtues; or 
had conſidered him as too wiſe to need advice, or 
too delicate to be ſhocked with reproach : or, be- 
cauſe we cannot feel without pain thoſe reffections 
rouſed, which we have been end-avouring to lay 
aſleep; and when pain has produced anger, who 
would not willingly believe, that it ought to be dit- | 
charged on others, rather than on himſelf? 


Tus reſentment produced by ſincerity, whatever 
be its immediate cauſe, is ſo certain, and generally 


ſo keen, that very few have magnanimity ſufficient 


for the practice of a duty, which, above moſt others, 


1 that they are incited not 


expoſes its votaries to hardſhips and perſecutions; 

yet friendſhip without it is of a very little value, 
ſince the great uſe of fo cloſe an intimacy is that our 
 vi-tues may be guarded and encouraged, and our 
vices repreſſed in their firſt appearance by timely de- 
_ tection, and ſalutary remonſtrancess 


I is decreed by providence, that nothing truly 
valuable ſhall be obtained in our preſent ſtate, but 
with difficulty and danger. He that hopes for that 
advantage which is to be gained from unreſtrained 
communication, muſt ſometimes hazard, by un- 
pleaſing truths, that friendſhip which he aſpires to 
merit. The chief rule = obſerved in the exer- 
_ ciſe of this dangerous office, is to preſerve it pure 
from all mixture of intereſt or vanity ; to forbear 
admonition or reproof, when our conſciences tell 
by the hopes of reform- 
+. Ts © 
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ing faults, but the defire of ſhewing our diſcern- 


ment, or gratifying our own pride by the mortifi- 
cation of another. It is not indeed certain that the 


molt refined caution will find a proper time, for 


bringing a man to the knowledge of his own fail- 
_ ings, or the moſt zealous benevolence reconcile him 


to that judgment, by which they are detected; but 


he who endeavours only the happineſs of him 
whom he reproves, will always have either the ſa- 


ti-faetion of obtaining cr deſerving kindneſs ; if he 


ſucceeds, he benefits his friend, and if he fails, he 
has at leaft the conſciouſneſs that he ſuffers for only 
doing well. : 


CHAI eee 


Nuus. 41. Trtspar, Auguſt 7, 1750. 


Xul'a recordanti lux eft i ngrata grat Hue, 
VNulla ſuit cujus non meminiſſe uelit. : 
Ampliat ætatis ſpatiam fibi vir bonus, ec eft 


Fivere bis, wit poſſe priore frii. Mar. 


No day's remembrance ſhall the good regret, 
Nor wiſh one bitter moment to forget; 
They ſtretch the limits of this narrow ſpan, 


And, by enjoying, live paſt life again. F. LIwIs. 


© © few of the houts of life are filled up with eb. 
2 jects adequate to the mind of man, and fo fre- 


quently are we in want of preſent pleaſure or em- 


ployment, that we are forced to have recourſe every | 
moment to the paſt and future for ſupplemental ſa- 

tisfaétions, and relieve the vacuities of our being, 
by recollection of former paſſages, or anticipation 
e, . 15 


I canxowT but conſider this neceſſity of ſearching 
on every fide for matter on which the attention may 
de employed, as a ſtrong proof of the ſuperior and |} 

releſtlal nature of the foul of man. We have no 


n.. 
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reaſon to believe that other creatures have higher 
faculties, or more extenſive capacities, than the pre- 
ſervation of themſelves, or their ſpecies, requires; 
they ſeem always to be fully employed, or to be 


completely at eaſe without employment, to feel few 
intellectual miſeries or pleaſures, and to have no exu- 


berance of underſtanding to lay out upon curicfity | 
or caprice, but to have their minds exactly adapted 
to their bodies, with few other ideas than ſuch as 


corporal pain or pleaſure impreſs upon them. 


Or memory, which makes ſo large a part of the 
excellence of the human ſoul, and which has ſo 
much influence upon all its other powers, but a 


| ſmall portion has been allotted to the animal world. 


We do not find the grief, with which the dams la- 
ment the loſs of their young, proportionate to the 


tenderneſs with which they careſs, the aſſiduity with 
Which they feed, or the vehemence with which they 
defend them. Their regard for their m_—_ 
when it is before their eyes, is not, in appearance, lei 
than that of a human parent; but when it is taken 
away, it is very ſoon forgotten, and, after a ſhort 
_ abſence, if brought again, wholly diſregarded. 


Tuar they have very little remembrance of any £6 4g 
thing once out of the reach of their ſenſes, and 


ſcarce any power of comparing the preſent with the 


paſt, and regulating their concluſions from experi- 


ence, may be gathered from this, that their intel- 


lects are produced in their full perfection. The 
ſparrow that was hatched laſt ſpring makes her firtt 
neſt the enſuing ſeaſon, of the ſame materials, and 
with the ſame art, as in any following year; and 
the hen conducts and ſhelters her firſt brood of 
chickens with all the prudence that ſhe ever at- 
twins. I er oa 


IT has been aſked by men who love to perplex 


= any thing that is plain to common underſtandings, 


: e 
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how reaſon differs from inftin& ; and Prior has with 


no great propriety made Solomon himſelf declare, 


that, to diſtinguiſh them is the fools ignorance, and 
| the pedant's pride. To give an accurate anſwer to a 
queſtion, of which the terms are not compleatly 
_ underſtood, is impoſſible ; we do not know in what 
either reaſon or inſtin& conſiſt, and therefore can- 


not tell with exactneſs how they differ; but ſurely. 


be that contemplates a ſhip and a bird's neſt, will 


not be long without finding out, that the idea of 
the one was impreſſed at once, and continued through 
all the progreſſive deſcents of the ſpecies, without 


variation or improvement; and that the other is the 
reſult of experiments compared with experiments, 
has grown, by accumulated obſervation, from leſs 


to greater excellence, and exhibits the collective. 


_ knowledge of different ages, and various profeſ- 


8 Memory is the purveyor of reaſon, the power 


which places thoſe images before the mind upon 
which the judgment is to be exerciſed, and which | 
treaſures up the determinations that are once paſſed, |_ 
as the 1ules of future action, or 3 of — 


quent concluſio ns. 


— 


Ir is, indeed, the faculty of — which . 


may be faid to place us in the claſs of moral agents. 


If we were to act only in _ conſequence of ſome im- - 
mediate impulſe, and receive no direction from in- 
ternal motives of choice, we ſhould be puſhed for- 


ward by an invincible fatality, without power or 


yeaſan for the moſt part to prefer one thing to ano- 


ther, becauſe we could make no compariſon but of 
objects which might both happen to be preſent. 


We owe to memory not only the increas of our 
knowledge, and our progreſs in rational enquiries, | 
but many other intellectual pleaſures. Indeed, al- 
2 all n can de {aid e exJoy is paſt or fu- 
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ture; the preſent is in perpetual motion, leaves us 
as ſoon as it arrives, ceaſes to be preſent before its 
preſence is well perceived, and is only known to 
have exiſted by the effects which it leaves behind. 
The greateſt part of our ideas ariſes, therefore, from 
the view before or behind us, and we are happy or 
miſerable, according as we are affected by the ſur- 
vey of our life, or our proſpect of future exiſtence. 


Wirnu regard to futurity, when events are at 
ſuch a diſtance from us, that we cannot take the 
whole concatenation into our view, we have gene- 
rally power enough over our imagination to turn 
it upon pleaſing ſcenes, and can promiſe ourſelves 
riches, honours, and delights, without intermingling 
thoſe vexations and anxieties, with which all hu- 
man enjoyments are polluted. If fear breaks in on 
one fide, and alarms us with dangers and diſappoint- 
ments, we can call in hope on the other, to ſolace 
us with rewards, and eſcapes, and victories; ſo that 
we are ſeldom without means of palliating remote 

_ evils, and can generally ſooth l 

lity, whenever any troubleſome preſage happens to 


attack us. 


Ix is therefore, I believe, much more common 
for the ſolitary and thoughtful, to amuſe them- 
ſelves with ſchemes of the future, than reviews of 


| the paſt. For the future is pliant and ductile, and 


will be eaſily moulded by a ſtrong fancy into any 
form. But the images which memory preſents are 
of a ſtubborn and untractable nature, the objects of 
remembrance have already exiſted, and leſt their 
ſignature behind them impreſſed upon the mind, ſo 
as to defy all attempts of raſure, or of change. 


4s the ſatisfactions, therefore, ariſing from me- 
mory are eſs arbitrary, they are more ſolid, and 
are, indeed, the only joys which we can call our 
_ own. Whatever we have once repoſited, as Dryden 


elves to tranquil. 
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expteſſes it, in He ſacred treaſure of the paſt, is out 
of the reach of accident, or violence, nor can be 
loſt either by our own weakneſs, or another's ma- 


lice : | — 
| — — Non tamen irritum i 

Quodcunque retro eft efficiet, negue 

: Diffinget, infectun que reddet, | 

Quod fugiens ſemel bora vexit. 5 

Be fair or foul or rain or ſhine, LANES | 
Ĩ he joys I have polleſs'd in ſpite of fate are mine. 
Not heav'n itſelf upon the paſt has pow'r, 


| But what has been has been, and I have had my hour. 


Dar N. 


Tusax is certainly no greater happineſs, than to 
be able to look back on a life uſefully and virtu- 


oully employed, to trace our own progreſs in exi- 
ſtence, by ſuch tokens as excite neither ſhame nor 
_ forrow. Life, in which nothing has been done or 
| ſuffered to diſtinguiſh one day f 
| him that has paſſed it, as if it had never been, ex. 
cept that he is conſcious how ill he has huſbanded the 
great depoſit of his Creator. Life, made memora- 


le by crimes, and diverſified thro' its ſeveral E 
but 


| riods by wickedneſs, is indeed eaſily reviewed, 


reviewed only with horror and remorſe. 


Tur great conſideration which ought to influence 


as in the uſe of the preſent moment, is to ariſe from 


the effect, which, as well or ill applied, it muit 


have upon the time to come; for though its actual 


exiſtence be inconceivably ſhort, yet its effects are 
ualimited, and there is not the ſmalleſt point of 
time but may extend its conſequences, either to our 

hurt or our advantage, through all eternity, and 
give us reaſon to remember it F | 


ot exuitation, 


Tus time of life, in which memory ſeems parti- 
cularly to claim predominance over the other facul- 
nnn 


1 
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| 


rom another, is to 


or ever, with anguim 
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ties of the mind, is our declining age. It has been 
remarked by former writers. that old men 8 
rally narrative, and fall eaſily into recitals of paſt 
tranſactions, and accounts of perions known to them 
in their youth. When we approach the verge of 
the grave it is more eminently true;, 1 


Vitæ ſumma brevis ſpem * vetat inchoare hngam, | 


Life's ſpan forbids thee to extend thy cares, 5 
And ſtretch thy hopes beyond thy years. Caxxecn, 


we have no longer any poſſibility of great viciſſi- 
tudes in our favour; the changes which are to hap- 


pen in the world will come too late for our accom- 


modation ; and thoſe who have no hope before them, 


and to whom their preſent ſtate is painful and irkſome, 


muſt of neceſſity turn their thoughts back to try 


What retroſpect will afford. It ought, therefore, to 


de the care of thoſe who wiſh to paſs the laſt hours 
with comfort, to lay up ſuch a treaſure of pleaſing 


$ | ideas, as ſhall ſupport the expences of that time, 


| whichis to depend wholly upon the fund already 


c 

 Figem animo certum, miſeriſque viatica canis. | 

| Seek here, ye young, the anchor of your mind; 
Here, ſuff ring age, a bleſs'd proviſion find. 

5 | | | -  ErexinsSFON, 


Rd 


Ix youth, however unhappy, we folace ourſelves 
with the hope of better fortune, and, however vi- 
cious, appeaſe our conſciences with intentions of 


repentance; but the time comes at laſt, in which 
life has no more to promiſe, in which happineſs can 


be drawn only frgm recollection, and virtue will be 
all that we can recollect with pleaince, 
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Nouns. . SaTURDAY, Auguft It, 1750. 
ibi tarda lunnt ingratague temporæ. = Hor, 
How heavily my time revolves along! ELyHINSTON, 

To te RAMB L ER. 

,, | 

I AM no great admirer of grave writings, and 


therefore very frequently lay your papers aſide 
before I have read them through ; yet | cannot but 


_ confeſs that, by flow degrees, you have raiſed my 
opinion of your underſtanding, and that, though I 


believe it will be long before I can be prevailed 
upon to regard you with much kindneſs, you have, 
however, more of my eſteem than thoſe whom I 


ſometimes make happy with opportunities to fill my 


tea-pot, or pick up my fan. I ſhall therefore chuſe 
you for the confident of my diſtreſſes, and aſk your 


counſel with regard to the means of conquering or | 
_ eſcaping them, though I never expect from you any | 
of that ſoftneſs and pliancy, which conſtitutes the 


perfection of a companion for the ladies: as in the 


place where I now am, I have recourſe to the ma- 
ſtiff for protection, tho gh I have Se ade ef £ 
making him a lap- dog. 8 


My mamma is a very fine lady, who has more 
numerous and more frequent aſſemblies at her 
houſe, than any other perſon in the ſame quarter of 


the town. I was bred from my earlieſt infancy in 
a perpetual tumult of pleaſure, and remember to 


have heard of little elſe than meſſages, viſits, play - 


houſes, and balls, of the aukwardneſs of one wo- 
man, and the coquetry of another, the charming | 
convenience of ſome riſing faſhion, the difficulty of | 
playing a new game, the incidents of a maſquerade, | 
ard the dreſſes of a court- night. I knew before I } 
8 3 Was 
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was ten years old all the rules of paying and receiv- 

| ing viſits, and to how much civility every one of 

[| my acquaintance was entitled ; and was able to re- 
turn, with the proper degree of reſerve, or of vi- 

_ vacity, the ſtated and eſtabliſhed anſwer to every 

compliment; ſo that I was very ſoon celebrated as 

a wit, and a beauty, and had heard before I was 

' thirteen all that is ever ſaid to a young lady. My 

mother was generous to ſo uncommon a degree as 

to be pleaſed with my advance into life, and allow- 
ed me, without envy or reproof, to enjoy the ſame 

happineſs with herſelf; though moſt women about 

her own age were very angry to ſee young girls ſo 

forward, and many fine gentlemen told her how 
cruel it was to throw new Chains upon mankind, 
and to tyrannize over them at the ſame time with 
her own charms, and thoſe of her daughter. 


I rave now lived two and twenty years, and 
have paſſed of each year nine months in town, and 

\ | three at Richmond; fo that my time has been ſpent 

' ff uniformly in the ſame company, and the ſame 

FF amuſements, except as faſhion has introduced new 
diverſions, or the revolations of the gay world have 

_ afforded new ſucceſſions of wits and beaus. How- 
ever, my mother is ſo good an œconomiſt of plea- 
ſure, that I have no ſpare hours upon my hands; 
for every morning brings ſome new appointment, 
and every night is hurried away by the neceſſity of 
"IS making our appearance at different places, and of 
| being with one lady at the opera, and with ano- 
ther at the card-table. _ 55 


- — — K - — 
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Wen the time came of ſettling our ſcheme of 
| felicity for the ſummer, it was determined that I + 
5 ſhould pay a viſit to a rich aunt in a remote coun- 
ty As you know the chief converfation of all tea 
tables, in the ſpring, ariſes from a communication 
of the manner in which time is to be paſſed till 
winter, it was a great relief to the barrenneſs of 
= TY Or 9 , „„ mm 
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our topics, to relate the pleaſures that were in ſtore 
for me, to deſcribe my uncle's ſeat, with the park 
and gardens, the charming walks, and beautiful 


waterfalls; and every one told me how much ſhe | 


envied me, and what ſatisfaction ſhe had once en- 
joyed in a ſituation of the ſame kind. 1 8 


As we are all credulous in our own favour, and 
willing to imagine ſome latent ſatisfaction in any 


thing which we have not experienced, I will confeſs | 


to you, without reſtraint, that I had ſuffered my 
head to be filled with expectations of ſome nameleſs 
_ pleaſure in a rural life, and that I hoped for the 

— hour that ſhould ſet me free from noiſe, and 
flutter, and ceremony, diſmiſs me to the peaceful 
ſhade, and lull me in content and tranquillity. To 
ſolace myſelf under the miſery of delay, I ſome- 
times heard a ftudious lady of my acquaintance read 


paſtorals, I was delighted with ſcarce any talk but : 


of leaving the town, and never went to bed with- 


cout dreaming of groves, and meadows, and friſking |} 1 


1 


Ar length I had all my cloaths in a trunk, and 
ſaw the coach at the door; I ſprung in with ec- | 
ſtaſy, quarrelled with my maid for being too long 
in taking leave of the other ſervants, and — 
as the ground grew leſs which lay between me and 


— ks completion of my wiſhes. A few days brought 
me to a large old houſe, encompaſſed on three fides 


with woody hills, and looking from the front on a 
gentle river, the ſight of which renewed all my ex- 
pectations of pleaſure, and gave me ſome regret for 


| having lived io long without the enjoyment which 3 
theſe delightful ſcenes were now to afford me. My |} 
aunt came out to receive me, but in a dreſs ſo far 


removed from the preſent faſhion, that I could 


| ſcarcely lock upon her without laughter, which 


would have been no kind requital for the trouble 


| which ſhe had taken to make herſelf fine againſt 


wy | 
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my arrival. The night and the next morning were 
driven along with enquiries about our family; my 
aunt then explained our pedigree, and told me ſto- 
ries of my great grandfather's bravery in the civil 


1 wars, nor was it leſs than three days before I could 


perſuade her to leave me to myſelf, | 
g Ar laſt c οõ,iIy prevailed, ſhe went in the uſual 
manner about her own affairs, and I was at liberty 


| 5 range in the wilderneſs, and fit by the caſcade. 


The novelty of the objects about me pleaſed me 
for a while, but after a few. days they were new no 
longer, and I ſoon began to perceive that the 
country was not my element; that ſhades, and 
flowers, and lawns, and waters, had very ſoon ex- 
hauſted all their power of pleaſing, and that I; had 
not in myſelf any fund of ſatisfaction with which I 
could ſupply the loſs of my cuſtomary amuſements. 


1 I unnarril y told my aunt, in the firſt warmth 
of our embraces, that | had leave to ſtay with her 
ten weeks. Six only are yet gone, and how ſhall 


I live through the remaining four? I go out and 


return; I pluck a flower, and throw it away; 1 
catch an inte, and when I have examined its co- | 
lours, ſet it at liberty; I fling a pebble into the wa- 
ter, and fee one circle ſpread after another. When 
it chances to rain, I walk in the great hall, and 
watch the minute-hand upon the dial, or play with 
a litter of kittens, which the cat happens to have 
brought in a lucky time. RY 


Mr aunt is afraid [ ſhall grow melancholy, and 
therefore encourages the neighbouring gentry to vi- 


ſi us. They came at firſt with great eagerneſs to 
ſee the fine, lady from London, but when we meet, 


we had no common topick on which we could con- 
verſe ; they had no curioſity after plays, operas, or 
 mulick : and I find as little ſatisfaction from their 
accounts of the quarrels, or alliances of * 


—— — en en 
— — — 
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whoſe names, when once I can eſcape, I ſhall never 


hear. The women have now ſeen me, know how 


my gown is made, and are ſatisfied © men are 
generally afraid of me, and ſay little becauſe they „ 


think themſelves not at liberty to talk rudely. 


Tuuvs am I* condemned to ſolitude; the dax 
moves ſlowly forward, and I ſee the dawn with un- 
_ eaſineſs, becauſe I conſider that night is at a great 
- diſtance. I have tried to ſleep by a brook, but find 

its murmurs ineffectual; ſo that I am forced to be 
awake at leaſt twelve hours, without viſits, without 
_ cards, without laughter, and without flattery. I 
walk becauſe I am diſguſted with ſitting ſtill, and 
fit down becauſe I am weary with walking. I have 
no motive to action, nor any, object of love, or 
hate, or fear, or inclination. / I cannot dreſs with 


ſpirit, for J have neither rival nor admirer. I can- 


not dance without a partner, nor be kind, or cruel, | 
__ without a lover. ⁵˙PFVVVVUUV 


So cn is the life of Euphelia, and ſuch it is like- 

ly to continue for a month to come. I have not 
yet declared againſt exiſtence, nor called upon the | 

deſtinies to cut my thread; but I have ſincerely re- 

ſolved not to condemn myſelf to fuch another ſum- 
mer, nor too haſtily to flatter myſelf with happi- 
neſs. Yet I have heard, Mr. Rambler, of thoſe 
who never thought themſelves ſo much at eaſe as 


in ſolitude, and cannot but ſuſpect it to be ſome way 
or other my own fault, that, without great pain, 


either of mind or body, I am thus weary of mylelf ; 
_ that the current of youth ſtagnates, and that lam 
languiſhing in a dead calm, for want of ſome ex, 
ternal impulſe. I ſhall therefore think you a bene- 


factor to our ſex, if you will teach me the art of 


living alone; for I am confident that a thouſand 


S 


and 2 thouſand and a thouſand ladies, who affet |} 
to talk with ecſtacies of the pleaſures of the coun- | 
r ꝗtry, are in reality, like me, longing for the * 


F 
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and wiſhing to be delivered from themſelves by com- 
| pany and diverſion. 


Vi 4 11 Yours, | 
| | EuruzLia. 
3 | 
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Nous, 43- "To £DAY, Auguſt 14. 1750. 


| Flumine ber peru torrens ſte arrius ire, 5 . . 
Sed tamen bac brevis et, illa perenni agua. |  Ovive 


5 in courſe impetuous ſoon the torrent dries, 
The brook a conſtant peaceful ſtream ſupplies, | 
| F. Lis, 


Tris obſerved by thoſe * have written on the 
conſtitution of the human body, and the origi- 
nal of thoſe diſeaſes by which it is afflicted, that 
every man comes into the world moroid, that there 
S no temperature ſo exactly regulated but that ſome 
bumour is fatally predomi nant, and that we are ge- 
nerally impregnated, in our firſt entrance upon life, 
with the ſeeds of that malady, * in time, — | 
* us to the grave. 


Tais remark has ban extinded by . to he 


— intellectual faculties. Some that i imagine themſelves 


to have looked with more than common penetration 
into human nature, have endeavoured to perſuade 
us, that each man is born with a mind formed pe- 
culiarly for certain purpoſes, and with defires unal- 
_ terably determined to particular objects, from which 
the attention cannot be long diverred, and which 
alone, as they are well or ill perſued, muſt produce 


the praiſe or blame, the happineſs 0 or miſery, of his 
fu: ure lite. 


an pokrion bas not, inde ed, been kicker to pro- 
| red with ſtrengtn * to the añurance with 
which 


.* " ndeas; 
fied in minute accuracy, but without compaſs and 
without dignity. N 
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which it has been advanced, and, perhaps, will ne- 


ver gain much prevalence by a cloſe examination. 


Ie the doctrine of innate ideas be itſelf diſputa- - 
dle, there ſeems to be little hope of eſtabliſhing an 

opinion, which ſuppoſes that even complications of 
ideas have been given us at our birth, and that we 


are made by nature ambitious, or covetous, beſore 
we know the meaning cf either power or money. 


Fer as every ftep ir. the progreſſion of exiſtence 
changes our poſition with reſpect to the things about 

us, ſo as to lay us open to new aſſaults and particu- 
lar dangers, and ſubjects us to inconveniencies flom 


which any other ſituation is exempt; as a publick 


or a private life, youth and 155. wealth and poverty, 


have all ſome evil cloſely adherent, which cannot 


wholly be eſcaped but by quitting the ſtate to which 
it is annexed, and ſubmitting to the incumbrances 


of ſome other condition; ſo it cannot be denied 


that every difference in the ſtructure of the mind has 
its advantages and its wants; and that failures and 
defects, inſeparable from humanity, however the 
powers of underſtanding be extended or contracted, 
there will on one fide or the other always be an F . 


avenue to error and miſcarriage, 


Tus 1 ſeem to be ſome ſouls ſuited to great, and 


others to little employments ; ſome formed to ſoar || 
aloft, and take in wide views, and others to grovel 
on the ground, and confine their regard to a narrow 
ſphere. Of theſe the one is always in danger of 


by a ſcrupulous ſolicitude; the one collects many 


t confuſed and indiſtinct; the other is bu- 


Tue general error of thoſe who poſſeſs powerful | 
and elevated underſtandings, is, that they form | 


_ ſchemes 


—_— «as a” aa a io. a two . 1 - FIR a: oi 1 5 


_ 
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they therefore look out for un 
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and dildain to accompliſh their purpœ 
ed means, and common gradations. 
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ſchemes of too great extent, and flatter themſelves 
too haſlily with ſucceſs; they feel their own force 


to be great, and, by the complacency with which 


every man ſurveys himſelf, * it ſtill greater: 


their abilities, and engage in them with very little 


precaution, for they imagine that without premedi- 


tated meaſures, they ſhall be able to find expedients 


in all difficulties. They are naturally apt to conſi- 
der all prudential maxims as below their regard, to 
treat with contempt thoſe ſccurities and reſources 


which others know themſelves — 4 to provide, 
ES by eſtabliſh- 


 PrectPITAT10N, thus incited by the pride of in- 


tellectual ſuperiority, is very fatal to great deſigns, 


The reſolution of the combat is ſeldom equal to the _ 
vehemence of the charge. He that meets with an 
oppoſition which he did not expect, loſes his courage. 
The violence of his firſt onſet is ſucceeded by a2 


laſting and unconquerable languor ; miſcarriage 
makes him fearful of giving way to new hopes; and 
the contemplation of an attempt, in which he has 
_ © fallen below his own expectations, is painful and 


vexatious ; he therefore naturally turns bis attention 


to more pleaſing objects, and habituates his imagi- 
nation to other entertainments, till, by ſlow degrees, 

he quits his firſt perſuit, and ſuffers ſome other pro- 

ject to take poſſeſſion of his thoughts, in which the 


ſame ardour of mind promiſes him again certain 


| ſucceſs, and which diſappointments of the ſame kind 
JJ o—£nQ cr 


| Tavs too much vigour in the beginning of an 
undertaking, often intercepts and prevents the ſteadi- 


| nels and perſeverance always necefiary in the con- 
duct of a complicated ſcheme, where many intereſls 
. Tre to be connected, many movements to be adjuſted, 


IT. 


ertakings worthy of 
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and the joint effort of diftin& and independent pow- 
ers to be directed to a ſingle point. In all import. 
ant events which have been ſuddenly brought to 
paſs, chance has been the agent rather tan reaſon; 


and, therefore, however thoſe, who ſeemed to pre- 


fide in the tranſaction, may have been celebrated by 


ſuch as loved or feared them, ſucceeding times have 


commonly conſidered them as fortunate rather than 

_ prudent. Every deſign in which the connexion is 

regularly traced from the firſt motion to the laſt, 
muſt be formed and executed by calm intrepidity, 
and requires not «-3ly courage which danger cannot 
turn aſide, but conſtancy which fatigues cannot 
weary, and contrivance which impediments cannot 
exhauſt. 5 F „ 


Al the performances of human art, at which 


we look with praiſe or wonder, are inſtances of the 


reſiſtleſs force of perſeverance : it is by this that the 


| quarry becomes 2 pyramid, and that diſtant coun- | 


tries are united with canals. If a man was to com- 
pare the effect of a ſingle ſtroke of the pick-ax, or 
of one impreſſion of the ſpade, with the general de- 
ſign and laft reſult, he would be overwhelmed by the 
ſenſe of their diſproportion; yet thoſe petty opera- 
tions, inceſſantly continued, in time ſurmount the 


_ greateſt difficulties, and mountains are levelled, and 
oceans bounded, by the flender force of human be- | 


Ir is therefore of the utmoſt importance that thoſe | 


who have any intention of deviating from the beaten 
roads of life, and acquiring a reputation ſuperior to 
names hourly ſwept away by time among the refuſe 


of fame, ſhould add to their reaſon, and their ſpirit, | 


the power of perſiſting in their purpoſes ; acquire 

the art of ſapping what they cannot batter, and the 
habit of vanquiſhing obſtinate reſiſtance by obſtinate 
„„ e ans 


= 
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Tas ſtudent who would build his knowledge on 


ſolid foundations, and proceed by juſt degrees to the 
pinacles of truth, is directed by the great philoſo- 


her of France to begin by doubting of his own ex- 


 iftence. In like manner, whoever would complete 


any arduous and intricate enterpriſe, ſhould, as ſoon - 
as his imagination can cool after the firſt blaze of 


hope, place before his own eyes every poſſible em- 
barraſment that may retard or defeat him. He ſhould 
firſt queition the probability of ſucceſs, and then en- 

deavour to remove the objections that he has raiſed. 


It.is proper, ſays old Markham, to exerciſe your 
horſe on the more inconvenient fide of the courſe, 


| that if he ſhould, in the race, be forced upon it, he 
may not be diſcouraged ; and Horace adviſes his 


etical friend to confider every day as the laſt 
which he ſhall enjoy, becauſe that will always give 


_ pleaſure which we receive beyond our hopes. If we 


alarm ourſelves beforehand with more difficulties 


_ © than we really find, we fhall be animated by unex- 


pected facility with double ſpirit; and if we find our 
cautions and fears juſtified by the conſequence, there 
will however happen nothing againſt which provi- 


ſion has not been made, no ſudden ſhock will be re- 
| ceived, nor will the main ſcheme be diſconcerted. 


Tuxak is, indeed, ſome danger leſt he that too 
ſcrupulouſly balances probabilities, and too perſpi- 


|  cacioully foreſees obſtacles, ſhould remain always in 


a ſtate of inaction, without venturing upon attempts 


en which he may perhaps ſpend his labour without 


advantage. But previous deſpondence is not the 
fault of thoſe for whom this eſſay is deſigned ; they 


who require to be warned againſt precipitation, will 
not ſuffer more e ir to intrude into their contempla- 
tions than is neceſſary to allay the efferveſcence of 


an agitated fancy. As Des Cartes has kindly ſhewn 


how a man may prove to himſelf his own exiſtence, 


if once he can be prevailed upon to queſtion it, ſo 


| the ardent and adventurous will not be long without 


F 
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finding ſome plauſible extenuation of the greateſt | 
difficulties. Such, indeed, is the uncertainty of all 


human affairs, that ſecurity and deſpair are equal 
follies, and as it is preſumption and arrogance to 
_ anticipate triumphs, it is weakneſs and cowardice to 
prognoſticate miſcarriages. The numbers that have 
been ſtopped in their career of happineſs are ſuffi. 
cient to ſhew the uncertainty of human foreſight ; 
but there are not wanting contrary inſtances of ſuch 
ſucceſs obtained againſt all appearances, as may 


Warrant the boldeſt flights of genius, if they are 


ſupported by unſhaken perſeverance. 
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—ůͤ— Dreams deſcend from Fove, Porz. 


© Tote RAMBLER. 


I Had lately a very remarkable dream, which made ; 


ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on me, that I remember 


it every word; and if you are not better employed, 


you may read the relation of it as follows. 


MeTnoveur I was in the midſt of a very enter- 


taining ſet of company, and extremely delighted in 
attending to a lively converſation, when on a ſudden 
I perceived one of the moſt ſhocking figures imagi- 

nation can frame, advancing towards me. She was 


dreſt in black, her ſkin was contracted into a thou- | 
ſand wrinkles, her eyes deep ſunk in her head, and 


her complexion pale and livid as the countenance 
of death. Her looks were filled with terror and un- 
relenting ſeverity, and her hands armed with whips 


and ſcorpions. As ſoon as ſhe came near, with a 


horrid frown, and a voice that chilled my very blood, 


je 
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ſhe bid me follow her. I obeyed, and ſhe led me 
through rugged paths, beſet with briars and thorns, 


into a deep tolitary valley. Wherever ſhe paſſed the 


fading verdure withered beneath her ſteps ; her pe- 
ſtilential breath infected the air with malignant va- 


E pours, obſcured the luſtre of the ſun, and involved 


the fair face of heaven in univerſal gloem. Diſmal 
howlings reſounded through the foreſt, from every 
baleful tree the night raven uttered his dreadful 


note, and the proſpect was filled with deſolation and 


horror. In the midſt of this tremendous ſcene my 
execrable guide addreſſed me in the following man- 
ner. e 


« Retire with me, O raſh unthinkin mortal, 
% from the vain allurements of a deceitful world, 


and learn that pleaſure was not deſigned the por- 
„ tion of human life. Man was born to mourn and 


to be wretched ; this is the condition of all below 
the ſtars, and whoever endeavours to oppoſe it, 


_ * a&ts in contradiction to the will of heaven. Fly 
then from the fatal enchantments of youth and 

i ſocial delight, and here conſecrate the ſolitary 
hours to lamentation and woe. Miſery is the 


duty of all ſublunary beings, and every enjoy- 
ment is an offence to the deity, who is to be wor- 
** ſhipped only by the mortification of every ſenſe 
of pleaſure, and the everlaſting exerciſe of ſighs 


Tamrs melancholy picture of life quite ſunk my 


ſpirits, and ſeemed to annihilate every principle of 


joy within me. I threw myſelf beneath a blaſted _ 


yeugh, where the winds biew cold and diſmal round 


my head, and dreadful apprehenſions chilled my 


heart. Here l reſolved to lie till the hand of death, 
which I impatiently invoked, ſhould put an end to 
the miſeries of a life ſo deplorably wretched, In 

this ſad ſituation | ſpied on one hand of me a deep 


ſullen 


240 The RAMBLER. No 44. 
ſullen murmurs. Here I determined to plunge, and 
was juſt upon the brink, when I found mylelf ſud- 
denly drawn back. I turned about, and was ſur- 


. by the fight of the lovelieſt object I had ever F 


eheld. The moſt engaging charms of youth and 
beauty appeared in all her form ; efulgent glories 


| ſporkled in her eyes, and their awful ſplendours were A 
ſoftened by the gentleſt looks of compaſſion and 


peace. At her approach, the frightſul ſpectre, who 


had before tormented me, vaniſhed away, and with 
1he gloomy. 


her all the horrors ſhe had cauſed. 
clouds brightened into chearful ſfun-ſhine, the groves 


recovered their verdure, and the whole region 


looked gay and blooming as the garden of Eden. 
I was quite tranſported at this unexpetted change, 
and reviving pleaſure began to glad my thoughts, 


When, with a look of inexpreflible ſweetneſs, my 


| beauteous deliverer thus uttered her divine inſtruc- 


ly name is Re116108, I am the offipring of 


«© TrxuTH and Love, and the parent of Bexevo- 


„ 1,EvNcE, Horz and Joy. That monſter fron 
„% whoſe power I have trecd you is called Sup EX 


„ 81110, ſhe is the child of DisconTEexT, and her 
„ followers are FEAR and SoRROW. Thus different 
„ as we are, ſhe has often the inſolence to aſſume 
„my name and character, and ſeduces unhappy 
«© mortals to think us the ſame, till ſhe, at length, 
«© drives them to the borders of DesPeais, that 


„ dreadful abyſs into which you were juſt going to 


Dew ſink. | i 


« Look round and ſurvey the various beauties of 
the globe, which heaven has deſtined for the ſeat of 
<< human race, and conſider whether a world thus ex- 

« quiſitely framed could be meant for the abode of 


* miſery and pain. For what end has the laviſh 
hand of providence diffuſed ſuch innumerable ob- 


jects of delight, but that all might rejoice in the : 


* 
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« privilege of exiſtence, and be filled with gratitude 
to the beneficent author of it? Thus to enjoy the 
* bleflings he has ſent, is virtue and obedience; 
and to reject them merely as means of pleaſure, 
« js pitiable ignorance, or abſurd perverſeneſs. In- 
{| © finite goodneſs is the ſource of created exiſtence ; 
the proper tendency of every rational being, from 
« the higheſt order of raptured ſeraphs, to the 
„ meaneſt rank of men, is to riſe inceſſantly from 
« Jower degrees of happineſs to higher. They 
have each faculties aſſigned them for various 
1 © orders of delights ” V 


« What, cried I, is this the language of ReL1- 
„ io? Does ſhe lead her votaries thro' flowery 


paths, and bid them paſs an unlaborious life? 


« Where are the painful toils of virtue, the morti- 
« fications of penitents, the ſelf-denying exerciſes 
= ou ͤâV ẽñðéß? ; 


The true enjoyments of a reaſonable being,“ 
anſwered ſhe mildly, © do not conſiſt in unbound- 
ed indrlgence, or luxurious eaſe, in the tumult 
„of paſſions, the languor of indolence, or the 
© flutter of light amuſements. -Yielding to immo- 
ral pleaſure corrupts the mind, living to animal 
and trifling ones debaſes it; both in their degree 
: © diſqualify it for its genuine good, and conſign it 
* over to wretchedneſs. Whoever would be really 
happy muſt make the diligent and ar exer- 
„ ciſe of his ſuperior powers his chief attention, 
* adoring the perfections of his Maker, expreſſing 
4 © good-will to his fellow creatures, cultivating in- 
ward rectitude. To his lower faculties he muſt | 
{| © allow ſuch gratifications as will, by refreſhing him, 
* invigorate his nobler perſuits. In the regions in- 
* habited by angelic natures, unmingled felicity for 
ever blooms, joy flows there with a perpetual and 
{| © abundant ſtream, nor needs there any mound to 
(check its courſe. Beings conſcious of a frame of 
— : 3 
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mind originally diſeaſed, as all the human race 


has <auſe to be, muſt uſe the regimen of a ſtricter | 


ſelf-government. Whoever has been guilty of 
voluntary exceſſes muſt patiently ſubmit both to 


the painful workings of nature, and needful 
ſeverities of medicine, in order to his cure. Still 
he is intitled to a moderate ſhare of whatever 
alleviating accommodations this fair manſion. of 

his merciful parent affords, conſiſtent with his 


recovery. And in proportion as this recovery 


* advances, the livelieſt joy will ſpring from his 


ſecret ſenſe of an amended and improving heart. 
— So far from the horrors of deſpair is the con- 


dition even of the gory” Shudder, poor mor- | 


tal, at the thought of the gulph into which thou 


„ Wtr x the moſt faulty have every encourage- 
ment to amend, the more innocent ſoul will be 

ſupported with ſtill ſweeter conſolations under all | * 
its experience of human infirmities ; ſupported by 
the gladdening aſſurances that every fincere en- 


deavour to out grow them, ſhall be aſſiſted, ac- 
cepted and rewarded. To ſuch a one the lowliefſt 


ſelf-ab+ſement is but a deep-laid foundation for | 
the moſt elevated hopes; ſince they who faith- 


fully examine and acknowledge what they are, 


* ſhall be enabled under my conduct to become 
« what they deſire. | 


The chriſtian and the heroe 
are inſeparable ; and to the aſpirings of unaſſum- 
ing truſt, and fiial confidence, are ſet no bounds. 
To him who is animated with a view of obtain- 


Ing approbation from the ſovereign of the uni- 
verſe, no difficulty is inſurmountable. 
this perſuit of every needful aid, his conflict with 
the ſevereſt pains and trials, is little more than the 


vigorous exerciſes of a mind in health. His pa- 


tient dependence on that providence which looks 
through all eternity, his filent refignation, his 
ready accommodation of his thoughts and beha- 


„ haviour 


Secure in 
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4 yiour to its inſcrutable ways, is at once the moſt 
excellent ſort of ſelf-denial, and a ſource of the 
« moſt exalted tranſports. Society is the true ſphere 
« of human virtue. In ſocial, active life, difficul- 
« ties will perpe:ually be met with; reſtraints of 
„ many kinds will be neceſſary ; and ſtudying to 
| * behave right in reſpect of theſe is a diſcipline of 
the human heart, uſeful to others, and improv- 

| © ing to itſelf. Suffering is no duty but where it is 
|| neceſſary to avoid guilt, or to do good; nor pleaſure 
a crime, but where it ſtrengthens the influence of 
„ bad inclinations, or leſſens the generous activity 

« of virtue. Ihe happineſs allotted to man in his 
1 « preſent flate, is indeed faint and low, compared 
1 « with his immortal proſpects, and noble capacities; 
but yet whatever portion of it the diſtributing 
1< hand of heaven offers to each individual, is a 
| © needful ſupport and refreſhment for the preſent 
moment, ſo far as it may not hinder the attaining 
| © his final deſtination. „ 


« RETURN then with me from continual miſery 
to moderate enjoyment, and grateful alacrity. 
Return from the contracted views of ſolitude to 
| © the proper duties of a relative and dependent be- 
ing. Religion is not confined to cells and cloſets, 
nor reſtrained to ſullen retirement. 'Theſe are the 
« gloomy doctrines of SuytrsTITION, by which 
| © ſhe endeavours to break thoſe chains of benevo- 

« lence and ſocial affection, that link the welfare 

| © of every particular with that of the whole. Re- 

1 © member that the greateſt honour you can pay to 

1 © the author of your being is by ſuch a cheerful be- 
* haviour, as diſcovers a mind ſatisfied with his diſ- 
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Hers my preceptreſs pauſed, and I was going to 
expreſs my acknowledgments for her diſcourſe, 
when a ring of bells from the neighbouring village, 

= EE i | | and 
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many queſtions in the diſcuſſion of which great 
numbers are intereſted, and many precepts which 
deſerve to be more particularly and 3 im- 


Preſſed. 


vov ſeem, like moſt of the writers that have gone 
before you, to have allowed, as an unconteſted prin- 


ciple, that Marriage is generally unhappy : but I Kn 
not whether a man who profeſſes to think for him- 


elf, and concludes from his own oblſci vations, does 


not depart from his character when he follows the 
crowd thus implicitly, and receives maxims without 
recalling to a new examination, eſpecially when they 


compriſe ſo wide a circuit of life, and include ſuch 
| | variety 
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and a new-riſen ſun darting his beams through my 
windows, awated me. 
1 am, Yours, &c. 
Fo 
 Nuws. 45. Tuxspar, Auguſt 21, 1750, 
Heeg lieyicn yoyrelas calnęiæ, | | 
"Olav yurn gs dog tun Aeg, N 
N ix dea . | Eu RIF, 
This is the chief felicity e of life, 2 8 
That concord ſmile on the connubial bed; 
ww now 'tis hatred — — 
7 the RAMBLER. | 
8 I R, 
HOUGH, in * Adee which you 
have given us on marriage, very juſt cautions 
are laid down againſt the common cauſes of infeli- 
city, and the neceſſity of having, in that important 
choice, the firſt regard to virtue is carefully inculcat- 
ed ; yet I cannot think the ſubject ſo much exhauſted, 
but that a little reflection would preſent to the mind 
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variety of circumſtances. As I have an equal right 
with others to give my opinion of the objects about 
me, and a better title to determine concerning that 
fate which I vave I tried, than many who talk of 
it without experience, | am unwilling to be reſtrained 
by mere authoritAfrom advancing what, I believe, 
an accurate view of the world will confirm, that 
marriage is not commonly unhappy, otherwiſe than 
as life is unhappy; and that moſt of thoſe who 
complain of connubial miſeries, have as much ſa- 
| tisfacr:on as their nature would have admitted, or 
their conduct procured in any other condition, 


IT is, indeed, common to hear both ſexes repine 
at their change, relate the happineſs of their earlier 
1 years, blame the foily and raſhneſs of their own 
choice, and warn thoſe whom they fee coming into 
the world againſt the ſame precipitance und infatua- 
{| ton. But it is to be remembred, that the days 

I which they ſo much with to call back, are the days 
not only of celibacy but of youth, the days of no- 
TI relty and improvement, of ardour and of hope, of 
{ health and vigour of body, of gayety and lightneſs 
ef heart. It is not eaſy to ſurround life with any 
circumitances in which youth will nat be delightful ; 
and I am afraid that whether married or unmarried, 
we ſhall find the veſture of terreſtrial exiſtence more 
# heavy and cumbrous, the longer it is worn. 


Tua they cenſure themſelves for the indiſcre- 
ton of their choice, is not a ſufficient proof that 
they have choſen ill, ſince we ſee the ſame diſcon- 
tent at every other part of life which we cannot 
change. Coaverſe with almoſt any man, grown 
old in a profeſſion, and you will find him regretting 
that he did not enter into ſome different courſe, 
to which he too late finds his genius better adapted, 
or in which he diſcovers that wealth and honour 
ae more eaſily attained. * The merchant,” lays 
Horace, envies the foldier, and the ſoldie e- 
N M ))) 


finds himſelf equally tormented: and o 
kind are the expedients by which we endeavour to 
obviate or elude thoſe uneaſineſſes, to which morta- 
lity will always be ſubject. It is not likely that the 
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counts the felicity of the merchant ; the lawyer 
* when his clients harraſs him, calls out for the 


quiet of the countryman ; and the countryman, 


when buſineſs calls him to town, proclaims that 
there is no happineſs but amidſt opulence and 
* crouds.” Every man recounts the inconvenicncies 


of his own lation, and thinks thoſe of any other 
leſs, becauſe he has not felt them. Thus the mar- 


ried praiſe the eaſe and freedom of a ſingle ſtate, 
and the ſingle fly to marriage from the wearineſs of 


ſolitude. From all our obſervations we may collect 


with certainty, that miſery is the lot of man, but 
cannot diſcover in what particular condition ic will 


| Wuoevin feels great pain naturally hopes for 


eaſe from change of poſture ; he E it, and 


married ſtate is eminently miſerable, ſince we ſee 


ſuch numbers, whom the death of their partners has 


ſet free from it, entering it again. 


Wives and huſbands are, indeed, inceſſantly | 


complaining of each other; and there would be 


reaſon for imagining that almoſt every houſe was in- 


feſted with perverſeneſs or oppreſſion beyond human 


ſufferance, did we not know upon how {mall ccrafhons | 
ſome minds burit out into lamentations and re- 
proaches, and how naturally every animal revenges 
bis pain vpon thoſe who happen to be near, with- 
out any nice examination of its cauie. ' We are 

always willing to fancy ourſelves within a little of 


happineſs, and when, with repeated efforts, we can- 


any 


Nez. 


| bnd molt alleviations ; or whether all external ap- : 
pendages are not, as we uſe them, the caules either 
of good or ill. i 


the ſame _ | 


not reach it, perſuade ourſelves that it is intercept-- 1 
ed by an ill-paired mate, ſince, if we could find 
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any other obſtacle, it would be our own fault that 
it was not removed. | 


AxaTowmisTs have often remarked, that though 
our diſeaſes are ſufficiently numerous and ſevere, yet 
when we enquire into the ſtructure of the body, the 
tenderneſs of ſome parts. the minuteneſs of others, 
and the immenſe mulzip!.city of animal functions 
that muſt concur to the healthful and vigorous exer- 
ciſe of all our powers, there appears reaſon to wonder 
rather that we are preierved ſo 'ong, than that we 
periſh ſo ſoon, and chat our fram- ſubſiſts for a 
fingle day, or hour, without dito der, rather than 
that it ſhould be broken or obſtructed by violence 
of accidents, or length of time. 


Tux ſame reflection ariſes in my mind, upon ob- 
{ ſervation of the manner in which marriage is fre- 
1 quently contracted. When I ſee the avaricious and 
crafty taking companions to their tables, and their 
beds, without any enquiry, but after farms and 
money; or the giudy and thoughtleſs uniting them-_ 
{1 ſelves for life to thoſe whom they have only ſeen by 
the light of tapers at a ball; when parents make 
articles for their children, without enquiring after 
their content; when ſome marry for heirs to diſappoint 
their brothers, and others throw themſelves into 
the arms of thoſe whom they do not love, becauſe 
they have found them!elves rejected where they were 
more ſolicitous to pleaſe ; when ſome marry be- 
cauſe their ſervants cheat them, ſome becauſe they 
ſquander their own money, ſome becauſe their houſes 
are peſtered with company, ſome becauſe they will 
1 lve like other people, and ſome only becauſe they 
are fick of themſelves, I am not ſo much inclined 
to wonder that marriage is ſometimes unhappy, as 
that it appears fo little loaded with calamity ; and 
cannot but conclude that ſociety has ſomething in 
itlelf eminently agreeable to human nature, when I 
„ 7 
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find its pleaſures ſo great that even the ill choice of 
a Companion can hardly over-balance them. by 


By the ancient cuſtom of the Muſcovites th: 
men and women never ſaw each other till 
they were joined beyond the power of parting. It 
may be ſuſpected that by this method many unſuit- 
able matches were produced, and many tempers 
aſſociated that were not qualified to give pleaſure to 


each other. Yet, perhaps, among a people ſo little 


delicate, where the paucity of gratifications, and | 
the uniformity of life gave no opportunity for | 


imagination to interpoſe its objections, there was 
not much danger of capricious diſlike, and while 


they felt neither cold ncr hunger they might live 
_ quietly together, without any thought of the defects 
of one another. = COTE ID 


_ AmoncsT us, whom knowledge has made nice, | 
and affluence wanton, there are, indeed, more cau- 
tions requiſite to ſecure tranquillity ; and yet if we 
obſerve the manner in which thoſe converſe, who 

have ſingled out each other for marriage, we ſhall, J 

perhaps, not think that the Ruffians loſt much by 

their reſtraint. For the whole endeavour of both 
parties, during the time of courtſhip, is to hinder 


themſelves from being known, and to diſguiſe their 
natural temper, and real defires, in hypocritical imi- 


tation, ſtuͤdied compliance, and continued affe cta- 
tion. From the time that their love is avowed, 


neither ſees the other but in a maſk, and the cheat 


js managed often on both ſides with ſo much art, and 
_ diſcovered afterwards with ſo much abruptneſs, that 
each has reaſon to ſuſpe that ſome trans formation 
has happened on the wedding-night, and that by a 
ſtrange impoſture one has been courted, and another 


I pucrnt you, therefore, Mr. RawBLER, to 


queſtion all who ſhall hereafter come to you with _ 


matrimonial 


_ | vemie 


ſenti 


agalr 
conti 
now 


3 ſpler 
| fore 
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natrimonial complaints, concerning their behaviour 


in the time of courtſhip, and inform them that they 
are neither to wonder nor repine, when a contract 


| — wow fraud has — in — 


Tan, Sc. 


* 


eetetettestesterbettebetsetere J 


Nux. 46. SaTURDAY, fu uſt 25 1750. 


Tens et proaves, et gue non fecimus 27, 3 
Vix ea noftra voco, „ Ovin 


Nought from my birth or anceftors I claim ; 
All is my own, my honour and my ſhame, 


To the RAMBLE R. 


$1R, 


NINCET find that you have paid 10 wack RR” ta 
my complaints, as to publiſh them, | am inelin- 

ed by vanity, or gratitude, to continue our corre- 

ſpondence; and, indeed without either of theſe mo- 


{ tives, am glad of an opportunity to write, for I am 
not accuſtomed to keep in any thing that ſwells my 


Feart, and have here none with whom I can freely 
converſe. While | am thus employed, ſome tedious 
hours will flip away, and when J return to watch 


the clock, I ſhall find that I have —— — 5 
ſelf of part of the day. 


"You perceive that I do not pretend to write wick 


| much conſideration of any thing but my own con- 


venience ; and, not to conceal from you my real 
ſentiments, the little time which I have ipent, 
againlt my will, in ſolitary meditation, has not much 
contributed to my venera:ion for authors. I have 
now ſufficient re: ſon to ſuſpect that, with all your 
ſplendid profcflions of wiſdom, and ſeeming regard 
or truth, you have very little : that ou 

Ms; „ 
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either write what you do not think, and willingly 
impoſe upon mankind, or that you take no care to 
think right, but while you ſet up yourſelves as 


guides miſlead your followers by credulity, or neg. 


ligence; that you produce to the publick whatever 
notions you can ſpeciouſly maintain, or elegantly ex. 
preſs, withcut enquiring whether they are juſt; 


and tranſcribe — falſhoods from old authors 


perhaps as ignorant and careleſs as yourſelves. 


You may, perhaps, wonder that I expreſs myſelf 


with ſo much acrimony on a queſtion in which wo- 
men are ſuppoſed to have very little intereſt ; and 
you are likely enough, for I have ſeen many in- 

ſtances of the ſaucineſs of ſcholars to tell me, that [ 
am more properly employed in playing with my 
kittens, than in giving myſelf airs of criticiſm, and 


cenſuring the learned. But you are miſtaken if 
you imagine that I am to be intimidated by your 
contempt, or filenced by your reproofs. As I read, 


I have a right to judge, as J am injured, I havea 


right to complain; and theſe privileges, which I } 
have purchaſed at ſo dear a rate, I ſhall not eafily 


be perſuaded to reſign. 


To read has, indeed, never been my buſineſs; 
but as there are hours of leiſure in the moſt active 
life, I have paſſed the ſuperſſuities of time, which 


the diverfions of the town left upon my hands, in 


turning over a large collection of tragedies and ro- 


mances, where, amongſt other ſentiments, common 
to all authors of this claſs, I have found almoſt 


every page- filled with the charms and happineſs of 


a country life; that life to which every ſ{titeſman _ 


in the higheſt elevation of his proſperity is con- 
tr1v11g to retire; that life to which every tragick 
heroine 12 ſome ſcene or other wiſhes to have been 


born, and which is reprefented as a certain refuge 
from folly, from anxiety, from paſſion, and from 


g it, 
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Ir was impoſſible to read ſo many paſſionate ex- 
clamations, and ſoothing deſcriptions, without feel- 
ing ſome deſire to enjoy the ſtate in which all this 
{ felicity was to be enjoyed; and therefore I received 


Ii with raptures the invitation of my good aunt, and 


expected that by ſome unknown influence I ſhould _ 
find all hopes and fears, jealouſies and competitions 
{ vaniſh from my heart upon my firſt arrival at the 
| ſeats of innocence and tranquillity ; that I ſhould 
} fleep in halcyon bowers, and wander in elyſian gar- 
dens, where I ſhould meet with nothing but the 
ſoftneſs of benevolence, the candour of Laphbei 3 


and the chearfulneſs of content; where I ſhould fee 


reaſon exerting her ſovereignty over life, without 
any interruption from envy, avarice, or ambition, 
and every day paſling in ſuch a manner as the ſe- 


vereſt wiſdom ſhould approve. 
Tuts, Mr. Rauntes, I tell you I expected, and 


this I kad by an hundred authors been taught ta 
expect. By this expectation I was led hither, and 
here I live in perpetual uneaſineſs, without any 


other comfort than that of hoping to return to 
777% mw . oo 


Havinc, ſince T wrote my former letter, been 
driven, by the mere neceſſity of eſcaping from ab- 
ſolute inactivity, to make myſelf more acquainted 

with the affairs and inhabitants of this place, I am 
now no longer an abſolute ſtranger to rural conver- 
ſation and employments, but am far from diſcover- 
ing in them more innocence or wiſdom, than in the 


ſentiments or conduct of thoſe with whom I have 


paſſed more chearful and more faſhionable hours. 


Ir is common to reproach the tea-table, and the 
park, with giving opportunities and encouragement 
to ſcandal. I cannot wholly clear them from the 
charge; but mut, however, obſerve in favour of 
the madiſh prattlers, that, if not by principle, we 


are 


—— — — ve — «m eee - - 
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are at leaſt by accident leſs guilty of defamation 
than the country ladies. For having greater num- 


bers to obſerve and cenſure, we are commonly con- 
tent to charge them only with their own faults or 

follies, and ſeldom give way to malevolence, but 
ſiuch as ariſes from ſome injury or affront, real or 


imaginary, offered to ourſelves. But in theſe diſtant 


2 * where the ſame families inhabit the ſame 


es from age to age, they tranſmit and recount 


the faults of a whole ſucceſſion. I have been inn 
formed how every eſtate in the neighbourhood was 
originally got, and find, if I may credit the accounts 

given me, that there is not a ſingle acre in the hands 
of the right owner. I have been told of intrigues be- 
tween beaus and toaſts that have been now three 
_ centuries in their quiet graves, and am often enter. {| 
_ tained with traditicnary Yeandal on perſons of whoſe 

names there would have been no remembrance, had 
2 they not committed ſomewhat that might diſgrace 


Ix one of my viſits I happened to commend the Þ 
Air and dignity of a young lady, who had juſt left 
the company; upon which two grave matrons look- - 
ed with great ſlineſs at each other, and the elder 
aſked me whether I had ever ſeen the picture of 
Henry the eighth. You may imagine that I did 


not immediately perceive the propriety of the que- 


ſtion, but after having waited a while for informa- 
tion, I was told that the lady's grandmother had a 
great great grandmother that was an attendant on 


Anna Bullen, and ſuppoſed to have been too much 


à favourite of the king. 


If once there happens a quarrel between the prin- 
Cipal | par of two families, the malignity is con- 
| without end, and it is common for old maids 
to fall out about ſome election, in which their 
grandfathers were competitors ; the heart burnings 

_ of the civil war are not yet extinguiſhed ; there are 


tinue 
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two families in the neighbourhood who have de- 
ſtroyed each others game from the time of Philip 
and Mary; and when an account came of an in- 
undation, which had injured the plantations of a 
worthy gentleman, one of the hearers remarked, 
with exultation, that he might now have ſome no- 
tion of the ravages committed by his anceſtors in 
their retreat from Boſworth. | 


Tuus malice and hatred deſcend here with an in- 
heritance, and it is neceſſary to be well verſed in 
hiſtory, that the various factions of this county 
may be underſtood. You cannot expect to be on 
good terms with families who are reſolved to love 
nothing in common; and, in ſelecting your inti- 
mates, you are perhaps to conſider which party you 
: moſt favour in the barons wars. I have often loſt. 
the good opinion of my aunt's viſitants by con- 
founding the intereſts of York and Lancaſter, and 
was once cenſured for fitting filent when William 
Rufus was called a tyrant I have, however, now 


{| thrown aſide all pretences to circumſpection, for 1 


find it impoſlible in leſs than ſeven years to learn 
all the requiſite cautions. At London, if you know 
1 your company, and their parents, you are ſafe; 
| but you are here ſuſpected of alluding to the ſlips 


of great grandmothers, and of reviving contelts 


which were decided in armour by the redoubted 
knights of ancient times. I hope therefore that 
you will not condema my impatience, if I am 


| weary of attending where nothing can be learned, 


| and of quarrelling where there is nothing to con- 
_ teſt, and that you will contribute to divert me while 
I ſtay here by ſome facetious performance. @=@_ 
Tam, SIR, 


EurzzLIAÄ T“ 


Nun 
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devotion. 
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Nun. 47. TvesDar, Auguſt 28, 1750. 


Quanguam his ſolatiis acquicſcam, debilitor & frangor eadem illa 
humanitate que me, ut hoc ipſum permitterem, induxit, non idea 
tamen welim durior fieri : nec ignoro alios hujuſmodi caſus nibil 
amplius vocare quam damni:m ; eoque ſibi magnos homines & 
ſapientes wideri, Qui an magni ſapienteſque ſint, neſcio: bo- 


mines non ſunt, Hominis eft enim affict dolore, ſentire : refiſtere 


tamen, & ſolatia admittere ; non ſolatiis non egore, PL ix, 


| Theſe proceedings have afforded me ſome comfort in my 
diſtreſs ; notwithſtanding which, I am ſtill diſpirited, 


and unhinged by the ſame motives of humanity that in- 


duced me to grant ſuch indulgences. However, I by no 
means wiſh to become leſs ſuſceptible of tenderneſs, I 


know theſe kind of misfortunes would be eſtimated by 
other perſons only as common loſſes, and from ſuch ſen- 


ſations they would conceive themſelves great and wiſe 

men. I ſhall not determine either their greatneſs or their 

wiſdom; but 1 am certain they have no humanity, It is 
the part of a man to be affected with grief; to feel ſor- 


row, at the ſame time, that he is to reſiſt it, and to ad- 
mit of comfort. | Earl of OaR EA. 


Ax the paſſions wich which the mind of man is 
agitated, it may be obſerved, that they natu- 
rally haſlen towards their own extinction by inciting 


and quickening the attainment of their objects. 


Thus fear urges our flight, and defire animates our 
E and if there are ſome which perhaps may 


e indulged till they out- grow the good appropriated 


to their ſatisfaction, as is frequently obſerved of 
avarice and ambition, yet their immediate tendency 


is to ſome means of happineſs really exiſting, and 


generally within the proſpect. The miſer always 
imagines that there is a certain ſum that will fill his 
heart to the brim; and every ambitious man, like 
king Pyrrhus, has an acquiſition in his thoughts that 
is to terminate his labours, after which he ſhall paſs 
the reſt of his life in eaſe or gayety, in repoſe or 


e 


SORROW 
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Sorrow is perhaps the only affection of the breaſt 


that can be excepted from this general remark, and 


it therefore deſerves the particular attention of thofe 
who hare aſſumed the arduous province of preſerv- 


ing the balance of the mental conſtitution. The 


other paſſions are diſeaſes indeed, but they neceſſa- 
rily direct us to their proper cure. A man at once 


feels the pain, and knows the medicine, to which 
he is carried with greater haſte as the evil which re- 
auires it is more excruciating, and cures himſelf by 


unerring inſtinct, as the wounded ſtags of Crete are 
related by Zhan to have recourſe to vulnerary herbs. 


But for ſorrow there is no remedy provided by na. 
ture; it is often occaſioned by accidents irreparable, 


and dwells upon objects that have loſt or changed 
their exiitence ; it requires what it cannot hope, 
that the laws of the univerſe ſhould be repealed; _ 
that the dead ſhould return, or the paſt ſhould be 


| . Fecalled. 


Sos go is not that regret for negligence or er- 


ror which may animate us to future care or activity, 
or that repentance of crimes for which, however 
irrevocable, our Creator has promiſed to accept it as 


an attonement; the pain which ariſes from theſe 
cauſes has very ſalutary effects, and is every hour 
extenuating itſelf by the reparation of thoſe miſ- 

carriages that produce it. Sorrow is properly that 
ſtate of the mind in which our deſires are fixed up- 


on the paſt, without looking forward to the future, 


an inceſlant wiſh that ſomethings were otherwiſe 


than it has been, a tormenting and harraſſing wart 


of ſome enjoyment or poſſeſſion which we have loft, 
and which no endeavours can poſſibly regain. Into 
ſach anguiſh many have ſunk upon ſome ſudden 
diminution of their fortune, an unexpected blaſt 


of their reputation, or the loſs of children or of 


friends. They have ſuffered all ſenſibility of plea- 


ſure to be deſtroyed by a ſingle blow, have given 


up for ever the hopes of ſubſtituting any other ob- 
Ces 3 5 ject 


256 The RAM B L E R. N 47. 
ject in the room of that which they lament, reſign- 
ed their lives to gloom and deſpondency, and worn 
themſelves out in unavailing miſery. 


Yet ſo much is this paſſion the natural conſe- 
quence of tenderneſs and endearment, that, how- 
ever painful and however uſeleſs, it is jullly re- 


proachful not to feel it on ſome occaſions; and ſo 


widely and conſtantly has it always prevailed, that 
the laws of ſome nations, and the cuſtoms of others, 
have limited a time for the external appearances of 
grief cauſed by the diſſolution of cloſe alliances, 
and the breach of domeſtic union. : 


Ir ſeems determined, by the general ſuffrage of 


mankind, that ſorrow is to a certain point laudable, 


as the offspring of love, or at leaſt pardonable as 


the effect of weakneſs ; but that it ought not to be 


ſuffered to increaſe by indulgence, but mult give 
way, after a ſtated time, to ſocial duties, and the 
common avocations of life. It is at firſt unavoida- 
ble, and therefore muſt be allowed, whether with 
or without our choice; it may afterwards be ad- 
mitted as a decent and affectionate teſtimony of 
Ekindneſs and eſteem; ſomething will be extorted by 
nature, and ſomething may be given to the world. 
But all beyond the burſts of paſſion, or the forms of 


ſolemnity, is not only uſeleſs, but culpabie ; for we 
have no right to ſacrifice, to the vain longings of 
affection, that time which providence allows us for 
the taſk of our ſtation, RE 


Ver it too often happens that ſorrow, thus law- 


fully entering, gains {uch a firm potiethon of che 


mind, that it is not afterwards to be ejected ; the 


mournful ideas, firlt violently impreſſed, and after- 


Wards willingly received, ſo much engroſs the at- 
_ tention, as to predominate in every thought, to 


_ darken gayety, and perplex ratiocination. An ha- 
bitual ſadneſs ſeizes upon the foul, and the facultie 
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are chained to a ſingle object, which can never be 
contemplated but with hopeleſs uneaſineſs. 


Frox this ſtate of dejeQion it is very difficult to 
riſe to chearfulneſs and alacrity, and therefore many 


1 who have laid down rules of intellectual health, 
| think preſervatives eaſier than remedies, and teach 
as not to truſt ourſelves with favourite enjoyments, 
not to indulge the luxury of fondneſs, but to keep 


our minds always ſuſpended in ſuch indifference, 


that we may change the objects about us without 


emotion. 


| A exact compliance with this rule might, per- 
haps, contribute to tranquillity, but ſurely it would 


never produce happineſs. He that regards none ſo 


mach as to be afraid of loſing them, muſt live for 
ever without the gentle pleaſures of ſympathy and 


confidence; he muſt feel no melting fondneſs, no 
{| warmth of benevolence, nor any of thoſe honeſt. 


joys which nature annexes to the power of pleaſing. 
And as no man can juſtly claim more tenderneſs 


than he pays, he muſt forfeit his ſhare in that offi- 
eious and watchful kindneſs which love only can 
_ dictate, and thoſe lenient endearments by which 


love only can ſoften life. He may juſtly be over- 
looked and neglected by ſuch as have more warmth 


in their heart; for who would be the friend of 


him, whom, with whatever aſſiduity he may be 
courted, and wi:h whatever ſervices obliged, his 


principles will not ſuffer to make equal returns, and 
who, witen you have exhauſted all the inftances of 
good wijl, can only be prevailed on not to be an 
enemy ? is, N | 


Ax attempt to preſerve life in a ſtate of neutrality | 


| and indifference, is unreaſonable and vain. If by 


excluding joy we could ſhut out grief, the ſcheme 


7 would deſerve very ſerious attention; but ſince, how- 
erer we may debar ourſelves from happineſs, miiery 


will 
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will find its way at many inlets, and the aſſaults of 


pain will force our regard, though we may withhold 


it from the invitations of plealure, we may ſurely 


endeavour to raiſe life above the middle point of 


_ apathy at one time, ſince it will 1 fink be- 155 
low it at maar. 


Bur though it cannot be reaſonable not to gain 
happineſs for fear of loſing it, yet it muſt be con- 


feſled, that in proportion to the pleaſure of poſſeſ- 
| ſion, will be for ſome time our ſorrow for the loſs; 
it is therefore the province of the moraliſt to en- 
quire whether ſuch pains may not quickly give way 
to mitigation. Some have thought, that the moſt : 
certain way to clear the heart from its embarraſſ- 


ment 1s to drag it by force into ſcenes of merriment, 
Others imagine, that ſuch a tranſition is too violent, 
and recommend rather to ſooth it into tranquillity, 


by making it acquainted with miſer:es more dread- 
: fal and afflictive, and diverting to the calamities ß 
others the regard which we are inclined to * too 


cloſely upon our own misſortunes. 


Ir may be doubted whether either of thoſe re- 
medies will be ſufficiently powerful. I he efficacy 
of miith it 15 not always eaſy to try, and the in- 


du gence of melancholy may be ſuſpected to be one 
of thoſe medicin.s, which will deltroy, if it hap- : 


Pens not to C.TIc 


Tas ſaſe and general antedote againſt ſorrow, is 
employment. It ls commonly oblerved, that among 
ſoldiers and ſeamen, t.:ough there is much kindneſs, 
there is little grief; they lee their friend fall with- 
out any of that lamentation which is indulged in 
| ſecurity and idleneſs, becauſe they have no leiſure | 
to (pare from the care of themieives; and whoever |} 
ſnall keep his thoughts equally buſy, will find him 
ſelf equally unaffected wich; irret- ievable loſles. 


Tiuz 
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Time is obſerved generally to wear out ſorrow, 


and its effects might doubtleſs be accelerated by 


quickening the ſucceſſion, and te the —ͤ— 
of — 


| Fi tempore nge | 

Leniri poterit lactus, tu Jperne morari, . | | 
Qui ſapiet ſibi tempus erit.— _ Crorivus, 
"Tis long e' er time can mitigate your grief; 


| Sor ROW is A kind of ruſt of the foul, which eve- 


ry new idea contributes in its Ts is, to ſcour away. 
It is the putrefaction of ſtagnant li and is reme- 
died by exerciſe and motion. e ; 


m ebe ra te b4 34424 55s 


Nuns. * N Sept. I, 1750. 


Non ft vivcre, ed OY w. 72, ” ES 1 Maur, | 
F. or life is not to live, but to be well, | kurs ros. 


'MONG the n follies, by which we 


the negle& of health. Whenthe ſprings of motion are 
yet elaſtick, when the heart bounds wi h vigour, and 
the eye ſparkles with ſpirit, it is with difficulty, that 
we are taught to conceive the imbecillity that every 


hour is bringing upon us, or to imagine that the 


nerves which are now braced with fo much ſtrength, 


and the limbs which play with ſo much aftivity, 
will loſe all their power under the gripe of time, -. 


E lax with —— and totter with debilit 7. 


To tne arguments which hs Jace uſed againſt 
f complaints under the miſeries of life, the philoſo- 
5 hers have, 1 think, forgot o add the n 

| | of 


lay up in our youth repentance and remorſe 
for tne ſucceeding part of our lives, there is ſcarce 
any againſt which warnings are of Icſs efficacy, than 


— 
— — 


84 
: 
C i 


n—_ 


Loaded 
— — 


—— — —_— —_— 8 
_ ' © 45 ke —— JT 4 


— 


— ir a a ˙' 242222332 — 


| 


| 
\ * 
k, 


260 The RAMBLER. No 48. 
of thoſe to whom we recount our ſufferings. But if 
the purpoſe of lamentation be to excite pity, it is 


furely ſuperfluous for age and weakneſe to tell their 

plaintive ſtories ; for pity preſuppoſes ſympathy, and 
a little attention will ſnew them, that thoſe who do 

not feel pain, ſeldom think that it is felt; anda 


ſhort recollection will inform almoſt every man, that 


he is only repaid the infult which he has given, ſince 
he may remember how often he has mocked infir- 
mity, laughed at its cautions, and cenſured its im- 


patie 8 


Tu valetudinarian race have made the care 
of health ridiculous by ſuffering it to prevail over 
all other conſiderations, as the miſer has brought 
frugality into contempt, by permitting the love of 
money not to ſhare, but to engroſs his mind: they 
both err alike, by confounding the means with the 

end; they graſp at health only to be well, as at mo- 
ney only to be rich; and forget that every terreſtrial 
advantage is chiefly valuable, as it furniſhes abili- 
ties for the exerciſe of virtue. N 

HAL is, indeed, ſo neceſſary to all the duties, as 

well as pleaſures of life, that the crime of ſquandering 
it is equal to the folly; and he that for a ſhort gra | 


tification brings weakneſs and diſeaſes upon himſelf, 


and for the pleaſure of a few years paſſed in the tu- 


mults of d;verſion, and clamours of merriment, con- 
demns the maturer and more experienced part of his 
life to the chamber and the conch, may be jultly re- 


proached. not only as a ſpendthrift of his own hap- 


pineis, but as a robber ot the publick ; as a wretch 


that has voluntarily diſqualined him Hf for the bu- f 
ſineſs of his ſtation, and reiuied that par which 
providence afigns him in the general taſk of human 
VV n | 


Tura are perhaps very few conditions more to 


be pitied than tl.at of an active and elevated mind, 
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labouring under the weight of a diſtempered body; 
the time of ſugh a man is always ſpent in forming 
ſchemes, which a change of wind hinders him from 


| executing, his powers fame away in projects and in 


hope, and the day of action never arrives. He lics 
down delighted with the thoughts of to-morrow, 


pleaſes his ambition with the fame he ſhall acquire, 


or his benevolence with the good he ſhall confer. 
{ But in the night the ſkies are overcaſt, the temper cf 


the air is changed, he wakes in languor, impatience, 
and diſtractjon, and has no longer any wiſh but for 


eaſe, nor any attention but to miſery. It may be 
ſaid that diſeaſe generally begins that equality 
which death completes ; the diſtinctions which {et 
one man ſo much above another are very little per- 

| ceived in the gloom of a ſick chamber, where it will 


be vain to expect entertainment from the gay, or in- 


ſtruction from the wiſe ; where all human glory is 


| obliterated, the wit is clouded, the reaſoner perplexed, 
and the hero ſubdued ; where the higheſt and bright- 
eſt of mortal beings finds nothing left him but the 


FT coniciouinets of innocence. 


Tarne is among the fragments of the Greek 
poets a ſhort hymn to Health, in which her power 
of exalting the happineſs of life, of heightening the 


gifts of fortune, and adding enjoyment to poſſeſſion, 


is inculcated with ſo much force and beauty, that no 


one, who has ever Janguiſhed under the diſcomforts 
and infirmities of a lingering diſeaſe, can read it 


without feeling the images dance in his heart, and 
adding from his own experience new vigour to the 


wish, and from his own imagination new colours to 
the picture. The particular occafion of this little 
compoſition is not known, but it is probable that 
the author had been ſick, and in the fir raptures of 
returning vigour addrefled Health in the following 


manner 
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HEaLTH, moſt-wenerable of the poarers of heaven ! 


ruith thee may the remaining part of my life: be paſjjed, | 
nor do thau refuſe to bleſs me with thy reſidence. For 


ac hates er there is of beauty or of pleaſure in wealth, in 


_ deſcendants, or in ſouercign command the higheſt ſummit 
/ human enjoyment, cr in thoſe ot jects of defire which aue 
endeavour to chaſe inta the teil: of love ; whatever delight, | 
or whatever ſolace is granted by the celeſtials to foften | 
our fatigues, in thy preſence, thau farert of happineſs, 
all thoſe joys ſpread out and flouriſh; in thy preſence 
blooms the ſprang of pleaſure, and without thee no mon 


- 4 happy. 


Sucn is the power of health, chat without its co- 
operation, every other comfort is torpid and liſeleſs, 
as the powers of vegetation without the ſun. And 


yet this bliſs is commonly thrown away in thought- 


leſs negligence, or in fooliſh experiments on our 


own ſtrength ; we let it periſh without remem- | 
bring its value, or waſte it to ſhew how much we | 
have to ſpare ; it is. ſometimes given up to the ma- 
nagement of levity and chance, and ſometimes ſold 
for the applauſe of jollity and debauchery. 80 


Harn is equally neglected, and with equal 
impropriety, by the votaries of buſineſs and the tol- | 


lowers 
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lowers of pleaſure. Some men ruin the fabrick of 
their bodies by inceſſant revels, and others by in- 
temperate ſtudies; ſome batter it by exceſs, and 

others ſap it by inactivity. To the noity rout of bac- 

chanaliaa rioters, it will be to little purpoſe that ad- 
| vice is offered, though it requires no great abilities 
to prove, that he loies pleaſure who loſes health; 
their clamours are too loud for the whiſpers of cau- 

| tion, and they run the courſe of life with too much 

| precipitance to ftop at the call of wiſdom. Nor 

perhaps will they that are buſied in adding thouſands | 
to thouſands, pay much regard to him that ſhall 
direct them to haſten more ſlowly to their wiſhes. 

Vet ſince lovers of money are generally cool, de- 

| liberate and thoughtful, they might ſurely conſider, 

that the greater good ought not to be ſacrificed 
to the leſs. Health is certainly more valuable than 
money, becauſe it is by health that money is pro- 

| cured ; but thouſands and millions are of ſmall avail 

to alleviate the protracted tortures of the gout, to 

repair the broken organs of ſenſe, or reſuſcitate the 

powers of digeſtion. Poverty is, indeed, an evil 
from which we naturally fly; but let us not run from 
one enemy to another, nor tale ſhelter in the arms 

| of hicknels. 55 %% wk 3: 


| ====Projecere animam ! quam wellent ætbere in alto 
Nunc & pauperiem, & duros tolerare labores! 
For healthful indigence in vain they pray, 

In queſt of wealth who throw their lives away. | 
Tos who loſe their health in an irregular and 
impetuous perſuit of literary accompliſhments are 
| yet leſs to be excuſed ; for they ought to know that 
the body is not forced beyond its ftrength, but with 
' | the loſs of more vigour than is proportionate to the 
| effect produced Whoever takes up life beforehand, 
by depriving himſelf of reſt and refreſhment, muſt 
not only pay back the hours, but pay them back 
| | with uſury; and for the gain of a few months but 
|| Half enjoyed, muſt give up years to the liſtleſneſs7 of 

e e languor, 
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Janguor, and the implacability of pain. They whoſe 


endeavour is mental excellence, will learn perhaps 


too late, how much it is endangered by diſeaſes of 
the body, and find that knowledge may eaſily be 


loſt in the ſtarts of melancholy, the flights of impa- 
tience, and the peeviſhneſs of decrepitude, , 


FE AAA ANY 


5 | Nuns. 49. Tv ESDAY, September 43 1750. | 


Non enmis moriar, multaque pars mei 
VDitalit Libitinam, uſque ego peſterd OOO 
| Creſcam laude recent. Ty Hon. 
Whole Horace ſhall not die; his ſongs ſhall ſave _ 
The greateſt portion from the greedy grave, Cx EZeA. 


THE firſt motives of human actions are thoſe 
I appetites which providence has given to man, 
in common with the reſt of the inhabitants of the 
earth. Immediately after our birth, thirſt and hun- 
ger incfine us to the breaſt, which we draw by in- 

inct, like other young creatures, and, when we are 
ſatisfed, we expreſs our uneaſineſs by importunate 

and inceſſant cries, till we have obtained a place or 


Poſture proper for —_— — 


Tux next call that rouſes us from a ſtate of in- 


activity, is that of our paſſions; we quickly begin 


tobe ſenſible of hope and fear, love and hatred, de- f 
ſire and averſion ; theſe ariſing from the power of 


compariſon and reflexion, extend their range wider, 


as Our reaſon ſtrengthens, and our knowledge en- 
larges. At firſt we have no thought of pain, but 
When we actually feel it; we afterwards begin to 
fear it, yet not before it approaches us very nearly; 
but by degrees we diſcover it at a greater diſtance, 
and find it lurking in remote conſequences. Our 
terror in time improves into caution, and we learn to 


look round with vigilance and ſolicitude, to ſtop = 4 
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the avenues at which miſery can enter, and to per- 
form or endure many things in themſelves toilſome 
and unpleaſing, becauſe we know by reaſon, or by 
| experience, that our labour will be overbalanced by 
the reward, that it will either procure ſome poſitive 
good, or avert ſome evil greater than itſelf, 


Bur as the ſoul advances to a fuller exerciſe of 


its powers, the animal appetites, and the paſſions 
immediately ariſing from them, are not ſufficient to 
find it employment; the wants of nature are foon 


ſupplied, che fear of their return is eaſily precluded, 


and ſomething more is neceſſary to relieve the long 


intervals of inactivity, and to give thoſe faculties, 


which cannot lie wholly quieſcent, ſome particu- 
lar direction. For this reaſon, new defires, and 
artificial paſſions are by degrees produced; and, 
| from having withes only in conſequence of our 
wants, we begin to feel wants in conſequence of our 
| wiſhes ; we perſuade ourſelves to ſet a value upon 


things which are of no- uſe, but becauſe we have 
agreed to value them; things which can neither ſa- 
tisfy hunger, nor mitigate pain, nor ſecure us from 
any real calamity, and which, therefore, we find of 
no eileem among thoſe nations whoſe artleſs and bar- 
barous manners keep them always anxious for the 


{ neceilaries of life. 


Tuis is the original of avarice, vanity, ambition, 
and generally of all thoſe deſires which ariſe from 


the compariton of our condition with that of others. 


He that thinks himſelf poor, becauſe his neighbour 
is richer ; he that, like Cæſar, would rather be the 


| firſt man of a village, than the ſecond in the capital 


of the world, has apparently kindled in himſelf de- 


| fires which he never received from nature, and acts 
2 principles eſtabliſned only by the authority of 


———_— T7 
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Or thoſe adſcititious paſſions, ſome, as avarice 
and envy, are univerſally condemned; fome, as 
friendſhip and curioſity, generally praiſed ; but there 
are others about which the ſuffrages of the wiſe are 


divided. and of which it is doubted, whether they 
tend moſt to promote the happineſs, or increaſe the 


miſeries of mankind. 


or this ambiguous and dilputable kind is the 


love of fame, a deſire of filling the minds of others 


with admiration, and of being celebrated by gene- 


_ rations to come with praiſes which we ſhall not hear, 


This ardour has been conſidered by ſome, as nothing 


better than ſplendid madneſs, as a flame kindled by 


pride, and fanned by folly ; for what, ſay they, can 


be more remote from wiſdom, than to direct all our 


actions by the hope of that which is not to exiit till 


we ourſelves are in the grave? 'To pant after that 


| which can never be poſleſled, and of which he va- 
hue thus wildly put upon it, Ariles from this particu- 


lar condition, that, during life, it is not to be ob- 


tained? To gain the favour, and hear the applauſes 


5 of our contemporaries, is indeed equally deſirable 
with any other prerogative of ſuperiority, becauſe 
fame may be of uſe to ſmooth the paths of life, to 


_ terriſy oppoſition, and fortify trarquillity ; but to 
what end {hall we be the darlings of mankind, when 


we can no longer receive any benefits from their fa- 
vour? It is more reaſcnable to wiſh for reputation, 


While it may yet be enjoyed, as Anacreon calls upon 
his companions to give him for preſent uſe the wine 


and garlands which they purpoſe to beſtow upon his 


tomb. 


Tus advocates for the love of fame allege in its 


vindication, that it is a paſhon natural and univer- 
ſal; a flame lighted by heaven, and always burning 


with greateſt vigour in the moſt enlarged and ele- 


vated minds. That the deſire of being praiſed by 
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ſterity implies a reſolution to deſerve their praiſes, 
and that the folly charged upon it, 1s only a noble 
and diſintereſted generoſity, which is not felt, and 


therefore not underſtood by thoſe who have been 
always accuſtomed to refer every thing to them- 
ſelves, and whoſe ſelfiſhneſs has contracted their un- 


derſtandings. "that the ſoul of man, formed for 
eternal life, naturally ſprings forward beyond the 
limits of corporcal exiſtence, and rejoices to conſi- 
der herielt as co-operating with future ages, and as 
co extended with endleſs duration. 'I hat the re- 
roach urged with ſo much petulance, the reproach. 


ef labouring for what cannot be enjoyed, is founded 


en an opinion which may with great probability be 
| doubted ; for ſince we ſuppoſe the powers of the 


* 


* 


| foul to be enlarged by its ſeparation, why ſhould we 
conclude that its knowledge of ſublunary tranſacti- 


ons 15 contracted or extinguiſhed ? 
Urow an attentive and impartial review of the ar- 
gument, it will appear that the love of fame is to 


be regulated, rather than extinguiſhed ; and that 
men ſhould be taught not to be wholly careleſs 


about their memory, but to endeavour that they 


| may be remembered chiefly for their virtues, fince 


no other reputation will be able to tranimit any 


pleaſure beyond the grave. 


Ir is evident that fame, conſidered merely as the 


immortality of a name, is not leſs likely to be the 


reward of bad actions than of good; he therefore 


| has no certain principle for the regulation of his 


conduct, whoſe ſingle aim is not to be forgotten. 


And hiſtory will inform us, that this blind and un- 


diſtinguiſhing appetite of renown has always been 


| uncertain in its effects, and directed by accident or 


opportunity, indifferently to the benefit or devaſta- 


tion of the world. When Themiſtocles complained 
that the trophies of Miltiades hindered him from 
ſleep, he was animated by them to perform the ſame 


N 8: | :. ou 
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ſervices in the ſame cauſe. But Cæſar, when he 
wept at the ſight of Alexander's picture, having no 
| honeſt opportunities of action, let his ambition 
break out to the ruin of his country. 


Ie, therefore, the love of fame is ſo far indulged 
by the mind as to become independent and predo- 


minant, it is dangerous and irregular ; but it may 
be uſefully employed as an inferior and ſecondary * 
motive, and will ierve ſometimes to revive our acti- 


vity, when we begin to languiſh and loſe fight of 
that more certain, more valuable, and more durable 
reward, which ought always to be our firſt hope and 
our laſt. But it muſt be ſtrongly impreſſed upon 
our minds, that virtue is not to be perſued as one 


of the means to fame, but fame to be accepted as E 


the only recompence which mortals can beitow on 
virtue ; to be accepted with complacence, but not 


| ſought with eagerneſs. Simply to be remembered is | 
no advantage; it is a privilege which ſatire as well 
as panegyric can confer, and is not more enjoyed by 
Titus or Conſtantine, than by 'Timocreon of Rhodes, 
of whom we only know from his epitaph, hart he 
Had caten many a meal, drank many a flaggon, and it- 


| tered many à reproach. 3 
Io Sννν, x TIA i,, x) W x tlmwy = 
_ "Ailleumes, xtipas Tiuergior Pere, 


Tux true ſatisfaction which is to be drawn from 1 
the conſciouſneſs that we ſhall ſhare the attention 
of future times, muſt ariſe from the hope, that, with 


our name, our virtues will be propagated ; and that 


thoſe whom we cannot benefit in our lives, may re- 


ceive inſtruction from our examples, and incitement 


Nun. 


N. 
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Nu uz. 50. SaTURDAY, Sept. 8, 1750. 
Credebant hoc grande nef as, et morte piafilum, 
S. fuvenis wetulo non aſſurrexerat, atque £ 


Bard ato cuicunque puer, licet ipſe wideret | 
Plara demi fraga, et majores glandis acervos. ſov. 
| And had not men the hoary head rever'd, aſs 
1 — And boys paid rev'rence when a man appear'd, 

| Botli muſt have died, tho? richer ſkins they wore, _ 
And faw more heaps of acorns in their ſtore. CNE CR. 


FT HAVE always thought it the buſineſs of thoſe 
| who turn their ſpeculations upon the living 
world, to commend the virtues, as well as to ex- 
pole the faults of their contemporaries, and to con- 
fute a falſe as well as to ſupport a juſt accuiation ; 
not only becauſe it is peculiarly the bufine's of a 
monitor to keep his own reputation untainted, let 
| thoſe who can once charge him with partiality, ſhould 
{| indulge themſelves afterwards in diſbelieving him at 
pleaſure ; but becauſe he may find real crimes ſuf- 
ficie:t to give full employment to caution or repen- 
tance, without diſtracting the mind by needleſs ſcru- 
ples and vain ſolicitudes. aol an 


THERE are certain fixed and ſtated reproaches 
that one part of mankind has in all ages thrown up- 
on another, which are regularly tranſmitted through 
continued ſucceſſions, and which he that has once 

ſuffered them is certain to uſe with the ſame undi- 
ſtinguiſning vehemence, when he has changed his 
Ration, and gained the preſcriptive right of infliting 
on others, what he had formerly endured himſelf. 


To theſe hereditary imputations, of which no man 
ſees the juſtice, till it becomes his intereſt to ſee it, 
very little regard is to be ſhewn ; ſince it does not 
appear that they are produced by ratiocination or 

enquiry, but received implicitly, or caucht by a 


' 
| 
7 
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kind of inſtantaneous contagion, and ſ:pported ra- 


ther by willagneis to credit chan ability to prove 
em. 


IT has been alwa 75 the practice of thoſe who are 


deſirous to believe themlelves made venerable by 


Uength of time, to cenſure the new comers into liſe, 
for want of reſpett to grey hairs and ſage experience, 


for h 2dy confidence in their cn underitandinos, 
for haſty concluſions upon partial views, f, r dive, 


gard of counſels, which their fathers and grandfires 
are ready to afford them, and a rebe ious impati- 
ence of that ivbordination to which youth is con- 


dem ned by nature, as neceſſary to its ſecurity from 


ervils into which it would be otherwiſe precipitated, 
by the raſnneſs of — and the blindneſs of 8• 


-ROTANCE . 


Evens old man | complains of the growing depra- 


vity ef the world, of the retulance and inſolence of the 
riſing generation. He recounts the decency and re- 
gularity of former times, and celebrates the diſci- 
pline and ſobriety of the age in which his youth was 
| paſſed ; a happy age which is now no more to be 
expected, fince confuſion has broken in upon the 
world, and thrown down all tlie boundaries of ci- 


vility and reverence. 


Ir is not ſeffciently et how much he as. 
8 who dares to claim the privilege of com- 
plaining : ſor as every man has in his own opinion, 
a full ſhare of the miſeries of life, 2 is inclived to 


conſider all clamorous uneaſineſs, as a proof of im- 
| Patience rather than of affliction, and to alk, What 
merit has this man to ſhow. by which ke has ac- 
| quired a right to repine at the diſtributions of na- 


ture? Or, why does he imagine that exemptions 


ſhould be granted him from the general condition of 
man? We find oufelves excit d rather to captiout- 
neſs than pity, and inſtead of being in hte to woth OU 


com laints 
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complaints by ſympathy and tenderneſs, we en- 
quire, whether the pain be proportionate to the 


N and whether, ſuppoſing the affliction 


eal, it is not the effect of vice and tolly, * than 


4 calamity. 


Tus querulouſneſs and indi gnation which is ob- 
ſerved jo often to disſigure the lak ſcene ot lite, 


| naturally leads us to enquiries like theſe. For fure- 


ly it will be thought at the firſt view of thing, that 


if age ve thus contemned and ridiculed, inſulted 1nd 


neglect ed, the crime mult at leaſt be equal on either 


part They who have had opportunities of eſta— 
blithing their authority over minds ductile and unre 

filing, tnev who have been the protectors of help- 
5 5 P l 


leflnets, and the inſtructors of ignorance, and wie 
yet retain in their ov/n hands the power of wealth, 
and the dignity of command, muſt defeat their in- 
fluence by their own miſconduct. and make uſe of 
all theſe advantages with very little {kill, if they 
cannot ſecure to themſelves an appearance of re- 
ſpect, and ward of __ mockery, and declared con- 
tem pt. 5 


Tur en flory of mankind will evince, that 


law ſul and ſettled authority is very ſeldom reſiſted 


when it is well employed. Groſs corruption, or 


evident imbecillity is neceſſary to the ſuppreſſion of 


that reverence with which the majority of mankind 
look upon their governors, on thoſe whom they ſee 
ſurrounded by ſplendour, and fortif ed by power. 
For tho' men are drawn by their paſſions into for- 


getfulneſs of inviſible rewards and puniſhments, yet 
they are eaſily kept obedient to thoſe who have 
temporal dominion in their hands, till their vene- 
ration is diiſipated by ſuch wickedneſs and folly as 


can neither be defended nor concea aled. 


It may, therekors, very 3 be ſulpefted. 
that the old dra upon themſelves the greateſt part 
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of thoſe inſults, which they ſo much lament, and 
that age is rarely deſpiſed but when it is contemp- 

tible. If men imagine that exceſs or debauchery 

an be made reverend by time, that knowledge is 
tie conſequence of long life however idly and 
thoughtleſly employed, that priority of birth will 
iupply the want of ſteadineſs or honeſty, can it 
raiſe much wonder that their hopes are diſappoint- 
ed, and that they fee their polterity . willing 
to truſt their own eyes in their progrets into life, 
than enliſt themſelves under guides who have loſt 


T'nzer are, indced, many truths which time ne- 
ceſlarily and certainly teackes, and which might, 
by thoſe who have learned them from experience, 
de communicated to their ſucceſſors at a cheaper 
rate: but dictates, though liberally enough be. 
ſtowed, are generally without effect, the teacher 
gains few proſelytes by inſtruction which his own 
behaviour contradicts ; and young men miſs the be- 
_ nefit of counſel, becauſe they are not very ready to 
believe that thoſe who fall below them in practice, 
can much excel them in theory. Thus the progreſs 
of knowledge is retarded, the world is kept long in 
the ſame ſtate, and every new race is to gain tbe 
prudence of their predeceſſors by committing and 
redreſſing the ſame miſcarriages. | 


Loo ſecure to the old that influence which they are 
willing to claim, and which might ſo much couttt- 
bute to the improvement cf the arts of life, it is ab- 
folutely neceflary tha: they give themſelves up to 
the duties of declining years; and contentediy re- 
ſign to youth its levity, ics pleaſures, its frolicks, 
and its fopperies. It is a Lopcleſs endcavour to 
unite the contrarieties of ſpring and winter; it is 
unjuſt to claim the privileges of age, and retain the 
play things of childhood. Ihe young always form 
magnißcent ideas of the wiſdom and gravity of 
: | : : men, 
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men, whom they conſider as placed at a diſtance 
from them in the ranks of exiſtence, and naturally 
look on thoſe whom they find trifling with long 
beards, with contempt and indignation, like that 
which women feel at the effeminacy of men. If 
dotards will contend with boys in thoſe performan- 
ces in which boys muſt always excel thei ; if they 
will dreſs crippled limbs in embroidery, endeavour 
at gayety with faltering voices; and darken aſſem- 
blies of pleaſure with the ghaſtlineſs of diſcale, they 
may well expect thoſe who find their diverſions ob- 

{truſted will hoot them away; and that it they de- 
ſcend to competition with youth, they mult bear the 
inſolence of ſucceſsful rivals, 


Luſiſti ſatis, edi ſatis atque Lili. 
Tempus abire tibi eſt. 


You've had your ſhare of 1 of meat and wats : 
*Tis time to quit the ſcene . tis time to think 
| | EL en1N3TON, 


| Axornts vice of: age, by which the riſing g gene- 
ration may be alienated from it, is ſeverity and cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, that gives no allowance to the failings 
of carly life, that expects artfulneſs from childhood, 
and conſtancy from youth, that is p: remptoiy in 
every command, and in2xorable to every failure. 
There are many who live merely to hinder happi- 
ness, and whole deſcendants can only tell of long 
lite, that it produces ſuſpicion, malignity, peeviſh. 
nets and Perieeut! on: and ret even theſe trrants can 
talk of the ingratitude of the age, curſe their bei irs 
for 1mpar: ence, and wonder that young men cannot 
take plaaſure in cheir fathers” company. 


He that would paſs the latter part of life wich 
Lonour and decency, muit, when he is young, con- 
hder that he ſhall one day be old; and remember, 
when he is old, that he has once been voung. In 
Youth he mull lay up know ledge for his ſupport, 

5 | he 2 
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when his powers of acting ſhall forſake him; and 
in age forbear to animadvert with rigour on tanie 
which * only can correct. 


bee p44 hp4ed 


Nuuz. 5r. Tuxsbar, Lepe. 10, 1750. 


Stultus laber eſt ineptiarum. 1 
How enn! iS the toil of trifling cares! 1 | 


Exents s rox. | 


T 1 RAM 51 L E R. 
SIR, 


S you have allowed a x place in your paper to 
Euphelia's letters from the country, and ap- 
Pear to think no form of human life unworthy of 


pour attention, I have reſolved, after many ſtruggles 
with idleneſs and difädence, to give you ſome ac- 


count of my entertainment in this ſober ſeaſon of 
univerſal retreat, and to deſcribe to you the employ- 
ments of thoſe who look with contempt on the 
pleaſures and diverſions of polite life, and employ 


- their powers of cenſure and invective upon the 


ſeleilneſs, vanity, and folly of dreſs, vs, and 


LO RYCriation, 


"Wane a tireſome | vexatious joarney of four 
days hid brouglit me to the houſe, where an invi- 


tation, regularly ſent for ſeven years together, had 


at lait induced me to paſs the ſummer, I was ſurpri- 
#4, alter the civilities of my firſt reception, to find, 


n Jad of the leiſure and tra inquillity, which a rural. 
life always p. omiles, and, if well conducted, might 


always 110 d, a confuted wildnels of care, and a 


tumultuous Marry of dilizence, by which every face 
wa. cloudet, and CV rv motion avitatcd. The old 


. dy, WRO Vas ry. father s relation, Was, indecd, 


very 
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very full of the happineſs which ſhe received from 
my viſit, and, according to the forms of obſolete 
breeding, inſiſted that 1 ſhould recompenſe the long 
delay of my company with a promiſe not to leave 
her till winter. But, amidſt all her kindneſs and 
careiles, ſhe very frequently turned her head aſide, 

and whiſpered, with anxious earneſtneſs, ſome or- 
der to her daughters, which never failed to ſend 
them out with unpolite precipitation. Sometimes 
her impatience would not ſuffer her to ſtay behind; 
ſhe begged my pardon, ſhe muſt leave me for a mo- 
ment ; the went, and returned and fat down again, 
but was again diſturbed by ſome new care, diſmiſſed 
her daughters with the ſame trepidation, and followed 
tnem with the ſame countenance of butineſs and 
folicitude. Owns 3 


However I was alarmed at this ſhow of eager- 
neis and diſturbance, and however my curioſity was 
excited by ſuch buſy preparations as naturally pro- 
miſed ſome great event, I was yet too much a ſtran- 

ger to gratiſy myſelf with enquiries; but finding 
rone of the family in mourning, I pleaſed myſelf 
with imagining that I ſhould rather ſee a wedding 
than a funeral. „ 1 


_ Ar laſt we ſat down to ſupper, when I was in- 
farmed that one of the young ladies, after whom L 
thought myſelf obliged to enquire, was under a 
necelnity of attending ſome affair that could not be 
neglected : Soon alterward my relation began to 
talk of the regularity of her family, and the incon- 
venience of | ondon hours; and at laſt let me know | 
that they had purpoſcd tha: night to go to bed 
ſooner than was uiual, becauſe they were to riſe 
| early in the morning to make cheeſecaͤkes. This 


hint ſent me to my chamber, co which i was ac- 
companied by all the ladies, ho begged me to 
excuſe ſome large ſieves of leaves and flowers that 
I covered two thirds of the floor, for they intended 


ö 
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to diſtil them when they werg dry, and they had no 
other room that ſo conveniently received the riſing 
ſun. ; 


Taz ſcent of the plants hindered me from reſt, 
and therefore I roſe early in the morning with a 


refolution to explore my new habitation. I ſtole un- 
perceived by my buſy couſins into the garden, where [ 
found nothing either more great or elegant, than in 


the ſame number of acres cultivated for the market. 


Of the gardener I ſoon learned that his lady was 


the greateſt manager in that part of the country, 
and that I was come hither at the time in which I 
might learn to make more pickles and conſerves, 
than could be ſeen at any other houfe a hundred 
miles round. | CT 


Ir was not long before her ladyſhip gave me 
ſufficient opportunities of knowing her character, 
for ſhe was too much pleaſed with her own accom- 
pliſhments to conceal chem, and took occafion, 
from ſome ſweetmeats which ihe ſet next day uponthe 


table, to diſcourſe for two long hours upon robs and 


gellies; laid down the belt methods of conſerving, 
_ reſerving, and preſerving all forts of fruit; told us 


with great contempt cf the London lady in the 


neighbourhocd, by wlom theſe terms were very 
_ often corfounded; and hinted how much ſhe ſhould 


be aſhamed to ſer before company, at her own houſe, 


ſweetmeats of ſo dark a colour as ſhe had often teen 


at miſtreſs Sprightly's. 


d e e bee of her i ty 


watch the fillet on the fire, to fee it ſimmer with 
the due degree of heat, and to ſnatch it off at the 


moment of projection; and the employments to 


which ſhe has bred her daighters, are to turn roſ2- 
leaves in the ſhade, to pick out the ſceds of cur- 


_ rants with a quill, to gather fruit without bruiſing 
it, and to extract bean- flower water for the ſkin. 


OH 2 — — — 2 er 
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Such are the taſks with which every day, ſince [ 
came hither, has begun and ended, to which the 


early hours of life are : ſacrificed, and in which that 


time is paſſing away which never ſhall return. 


Bur to reaſon or expoſtulate are hopeleſs at- 
tempts. The lady has ſettled her opinions, and 


maintains the dignity of her own performances with 
all the firmneſs of ſtupidity accuſtomed to be flat- 


tered. Her daughters having never ſeen any houſe 


but their own, believe their mother's excellence on 


her own word. Her huſband is a mere ſportſman, 


ub is pleaſed to ſee his table well furniſhed, and 
thiels the day ſufficiently ſucceſsful, in which he i 
brings home a leaſh of hares to be pune by. his 

| Wife. . | 


Ar a few days I pretended to want books, 
but my lady ſoon told me that none of her books 
= would ſuit my taſte ; for her part ſhe never loved to 
fee young women give their minds to ſuch follies, 
by which they would only learn to uſe hard words; 
ſhe bred up her daughters to underſtand a houſe, and 
whoever ſhould marry them, if they knew any thing 
of 0 cooke: ry, would never repent it. | 


Turn: are, however, ſome things in the WY 
No ſcience too ſublitine for youthfal intellects, my- 
Heries into which they maſt not be initiated till the 


year: of ſerious maturity, and which are referred to 
the day of marriage, as the ſupreme qualification 


O 


for connubial life. She makes an orange pudding, 


which 15 the envy of all the neighbourhood, and 


which ſhe has hitherto found means of mixing and 
baking with ſuch ſecrecy, that the ingredient to 


which it owes its flavour has vever been diſcovered. 


She, indeed, conduas this great affair with all the 


c1ution that human policy can luggelt. It is never 


known before hand when this pudding will be pro- 
duced ; the takes the Ingredients privately into her 
) I 


| ng | 
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own cloſet, employs her maids and 3 in 


different parts of the houſe, orders the oven to be 
heated for a pye, and places the pudding in it wich 

her own hands, the mouth of che oven 18 then 
Ropped, and all — are vain. 


Tre com ofition of the pudding ſhe has, how 
ever, promiſed Clarinda, that if ſne pleaſes her in 


; marriage, ſhe ſhall be told without reſerve, But the 


art of making Engliſh capers ſhe has not vet per- 
| ſuaded herſelf to Jiſcover, but ſeems reſolved that 
ſecret ſhall ptrith with her, as ſome alchymiſts have 
obilinately ſuppreſſed the art of tranſmuting metals. 


over ventured to bay my fingers on her boo!: 


of receipts, which ſhe left upon the table, having 


intelligence that a veſſel of gooteverry wine had 
burſt the hoops. But though the importance of the 


event ſufficiently engroſſed her care, to prevent any 

_ recolleEon of the danger to which her tecrets were 
expoſed, I was not able to make uſe of the gaicen 55 

moments; for this treaſure of hereditary knowledge 

| was ſo well concealed by the manner of fpelling 


uſed by her grandmother, her mother, and herſelt, 


that I was totally unable to underſtand it, and loſt : 


the opportunity of conſulting the oracle, for want 


of knowing the language in which! Its anivers were 


ret LINE 


| Tr is, indeed, neceſſary, if J have any regard to 
her lady ſnip's eſteem, that 1 ſhould apply myſelf to 


ſome of theſe cxconomical accomplihments; for 1. 


overhcard her, two days ago. warning her daugh- 


ters, by my mournful ex: mple, againſt netzligence 


of paſtry, and ignorance in carving : for you law, 
jaid ſhe, that, with all her pretenſions to know- 


ledge, ſhe turned the partriage the wiong Way 
ven ſhe attempted to cut it, and, | believe, ſcarce- 


l knows the difference berncen Palle railed, and 
paſte in a dich. | 


is doe as wc ot eds RL 
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Ir reaſon, Mr. Rambler, why I have laid Lady 
1 Buſtle's character before you, is a deſire to be in- 
formed whether, in your opinion, it is worthy cf 
. imitation, and whether I ſhall throw away the bœoks 
| which I have hitherto thought it my duty to read, 
for the lad;'s cliſet opened, the compleat jervant-maid, 
and the ceurt cock, and reſign all curioſity after right 
and wrong, for the art of icalding damaicenes with- 
out burſting them, and prelerving the whiteneſs of 
pickled muſhrooms. 


Lapy Buſtle has, indeed, by this inceſſant app':- 
cation to fruits and flowers, contracted her cares in- 
to a narrow ſpace, and ſet herſelf free from many 
perplexities with which other minds are diſturbed, 

She has no curiofity after the events of a war, or 
the fate of heroes n diſtreſs; ſhe can hear, without 
the leaſt emotion, the ravage of a fire, or devaſia- 
tions of a itorm ; her neighbours grow rich cr poor, 
come into the world or go out of it, without regard, 
while ſhe is preſſing the gely-bag, or airing the 
ftore-ro:m ; but I cannot perceive that ſhe is more 
free from 41:quiecs than thoſe whoſe underſtandings 
take a wider range. Her marigolds when they are 
almoſt cuied, are often ſcattered by the wind, the 
| rain ſometimes falls upon fruit when it ought to be 
gathered dry. While her artificial wines are fer- 
1 menting, her whole life is reſtleſſneſs and anxiety. 
1 Her iveeetmeats are not always bright, and the maid 
3 fometi:aes forgets the juſt proportions of ſalt and 
pepper, when veniſon is to be baked. Her con- 
fſerves mould, her wines four, and pickles mother; 
and, like all the reit of mankind, ſhe is every day 
mortifed with the defeat of her ichemes, and the 
ailappointment of her hopes. 1 


| VWIru regard to vice and virtue ſhe ſeems a kind 
of neutral being. She has no. crime but luxury, 
nor any virtue but chaſtity ; ſhe has no deſire to be 
praited but for her cookery, nor wiithes ary ill to 
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the reſt of mankind, but that whenever they aſpire 
to a feaſt, their cuſtards may be whey ich, and their 
pye-cruſts tough. 


IT am now very impatient to know whether I am 
to look on theſe ladies as the great patterns of our 


ſex, and to conſider conſerves and pickles as the 


buſineſs of my life; whether the ceniures which I 
now ſuffer be juſt, and whether the brewers of wines, 
and the diſtillers of waſhes, have a right to look with 

inſolence on the weaxneſs of 
Cor NELLA, 
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News: 22 Saruabax, September 155 538. 


| ===-= Quscties flenti Theſeius heros 
Je modum, dixit, negue enim fortuna querenda 
| 5 1 ſt, Ss aliarum _ _ | 
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2 — 0 oft in vain the ſon of Thoſe ſaid, 
__ Thy ſtormy forrows be with P nce laid ; 
Nor are thy fortunes to be lone; | 
i Weigh other's woes, and learn to bear thy own, 
Carccrr, 


Auen the various methods of conſolation, 


to which the miſcries inſeparable from our pre- 


{ent ſtate have given occafon, it has been, as I have 


already remarked, recommended by ſome writers to 
put the ſuilcrer in mind of heavier preſſures, and 


more excruciating calamities, than thcle of which , 


he has hinself rcaſon to comp! lain 


Tuts has, in an ages, been directed and practiſed; 
and, in conformity to this cuſtom, Liplius, the great 
modern maſter of the Stoic philotuphy, has, in his 


celebrated treatiie on feadine/s of mind, endeavoured - 
to e the breal „ gainſt too 11 ich leghbility of 
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misfortune, by enumerating the evils which have in 
former ages fallen upon the world, the devaſlation 
of wide-extenced regions, the ſack of cities, and 
mailacre of nations. And the common voice of 
the multitude uninſtructed by precept, and unpre- 
judiced by authority, which, in queſtions that relate 
to the heart of man, is, in my opinion, more deci- 
ſive than the learning of Lipfius, ſeems to juſtify tlie 
effcacy of this procedure; for one of the firit com- 
forts which one neighbour adminiſters to another, 
is a relation of the like infelicity, combined wich 


circumſtances of greater bitterneſs. 


Bur this medicine of the mind is like many re- 
medies applied to the body, of which, though we 
lee the effects, we are unacquainted with the man- 
ner of operation, and of which, therefore, ſome, 
Who are unwilling to ſuppoſe any thing out of the 
reach of their own ſagacity, have been inclined to 
doubt whether they have really thoſe virtues for 
which they are celebrated, and whether their repu- 
tation is not the mere gift of fancy, prejudice and 


 ConsoLatiow, or comfort, are words which, in 
their proper acceptation, ſignify ſome alleviation of 
that pain to which it is not in our power to afford 
tie proper and adequate remedy ; they imply ra- 


ther an 2ugmentation of the power of bearing, than 


a a diminution of the burthen. A priſoner is relieved 


by him that ſets him at liberty, but receives comfort 
from ſuch as ſuggeſts conſiderations by which he is 
made patient under the inconvenience of confine- 

ment. To that grief which ariſes from a great lols 
he only brings the true remedy, who makes his 
friend's condition the ſame as before, but he may 
be properly termed a comforter, why by perſuation 
extenuates the pain of poverty, and ſhews, in the 
ſtyle of Had, that la is more than the aufole. , 
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Ir is, perhaps not im nediately obvious, how it 
can lull the mein ry of misfortune, or appeaſe the 
throbbiags of anguif 1, to hear that others are more 
miſerable”; ; others, E unknown or wholly 1 in- 
different, whole proſperi ) raiſes no envy, ard whoſe 


fall can gratify no reſentment. Some topicks of 
lice that which gave hope and 


comfort ariüng. 


ſprrit to the captiie of Seſoſtris, from the perpetual 


vfeiſktudes of lit, and Ons of human affairs, 


may as proper ly raiſe the dejected as depreſs 


the proud, and have an immediate tendency to ex- 


hijarate and revive. But how can it avail the man 
who I 0 in the gloom of ſorrow, without 


Proſpect of en erging into the ſunſhine of cheauſul- 


nets, to hear that others are ſunk yet deeper in the 
dungeon of miſery, ſhackled wich heavier chains, 
may furrounded with darker * a 


The ſolace ariſing from this confideration ſeems 


indeed the weakeſt of all others, and is perhaps 


never properly applied, but in caſes where there is 
no place for reflexions of more ſpeedy and pleaſing 

_ eficacy. But even from ſuch calamities life is by 
no means free; a thouſand ills incurable, a thouſand 
loſſes irreparable, a thouſand difficu'ties inſurmount- 
able, are known, or will be known, by all the 


ſons of men. Native deformity cannot be rectified, 
a dead friend cannot return, and the hours of youth 
tried away in Ps or loſt in 3 cannot be 
reſtored. 


Us pes the oppreſſion of ſuch melancholy, it has 
been found uſeful to take a ſurvey of the world, to 


_ contemplate the various ſcenes of diftreſs in which 
mankind arc ſtruggling round us, and acquaint our- 
ſelves with the ride Viji former, the various 
ſhapes of miſery, which make havock of terreſtrial 


bappineſs, range all corners almoſt with ut reftraint, 
trample down our hopes at the hour of harveſt, and 
when we have bui! d cur (chemes t to the top, ruin the! 


foundations. | . | Tas 
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Tus ſrſt eſſect of this meditation is, that it for- 
— hes a new employment for the miad, and engages 
e paſi:ons on remoter otjecs ; as kings have ſome- 
ines freed themſelves from a ſubject too haughty 
to be governe ed, and too powerful to be cruſhed, by 
oftins him in a dillant province, till his popularity 
#55 ſubſided, or his pride been repreſicd. The ar- 
tention ts diflipated by variety, and acts mere weakly 
upon any fingle part, as that torrent may be drawn 
off to different channels, which, pouring down in 


one collected body, cannot be -refiited. This fpe- 
cies of comfort 1s, th-refore, un zvailing in ſcvere 


paroxyims of corporal pain, when the mind 15 every 
inſtant called back to nitery, and in the {ft thock 
of any ſudden evil; but will certainly be of vie a- 
gainſt encroaching melancholy, and a ſetiled nabit 


of gloomy thoughts. 


IT is further advantageous as it : ſupplies us „ with 


opportunities of making compariſons in our own fa- 


vour. We know that very little of the pain, or 


pleaſure, which does not begin and end in our ſenſes, 
is otherwiſe than. relative; we are rich or poor, 
great or little, in proportion to the number that ex- 


cel us, or fall beneath us, in any of theſe reſpects; 
and therefore, a man, whoſe uneaſineſs ariſes from 
reflexion on any misfortune that throws him below 
thoſe with whom he was once equal, 1s comforted 


by finding that he 1 is not yet loweſt. 


Turns is ter kied of compariſon. leſs end. 
ing towards the vice of envy, very well illuſtrated 


by an od poet, whole fy lem will not afford many 
rcaſonable motives to contient. * It is, ſays he. 


pleaſing to Icok from fliore upon thy tumults of a 

tlorm, und to fee a ſhip ſliugg'ing with the bil- 
lows ; it is pleaſing, not becnuſe the pain of ano- 
ther can give us delight, but becauſe we have a 
E imprellon of the happineſs of ſafety.“ 


| Tb 1 wacn we 100 abroad, ard behold the multi- 


til - WF 
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tudes that are groaning under evils heavier than 


thoſe which we have experienced, we ſhrink back 


to our own ſtate, and inſtead of repining that ſo | 


much muſt be felt, learn to rejoice that we have not 
A N e 


By this obſervation of the miſeries of others, for- 


titude 15 ſtrengthened, and the mind brought ws- | 
more extenſive knowledge of her own powers. As | 


the heroes of action catch the flame from one ano- 
ther. ſo they to whom providence has allotted the 
harder taſk of ſuffering with calmneſs and dignity, 
may animate themſeives by the remembrance of 
thoſe evils which have been laid on others, perhaps 


naturally as weak as themſelves, and bear up with | 
vigour and reſolution againſt their own oppretſions, 
when they ſee it poſlible that more ſevere afflictions 


may be born, 


Tua is ftill another reaſon why, to many 


minds, the relation of other men's infelicity may 
give a laſting and continual relief. Some, not well 


_ inſtructed in the meaſures by which providence di- | 


tributes h ppineſs, are perhaps miſled by divines, 


| who, as Bellarmine makes temporal proſperity one 


of the characters of the true church, have repre- 
ſented wealth and eaſe as the certain concomitants 
of virtue, and the unfailing reſult of the divine ap- 
p:obation. Such ſufferers are dejected in their miſ- 
fortunes, not ſo much for what they feel, as for 


what they dread ; not becauſe they cannot ſupport. 


the ſorrows, or endure the wants, of their prelent 
condition, but becauſe they conſider them as only 


the beginnings of more ſharp and more laſting pains. | 
To theſe mourners it is an act of the higheſt cha-“ 
rity to repreſent the calamities which not only vir- | 
tue has ſuffered, but virtue has incurred; to inform | 
them that one evidence of a future ſtate is the un- 
certainty of any preſent reward for goodneſs; and 
t remind them, from the higheſt authority, - => $ 
| | | diſtrel- 
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diſtreſies and penury of men of qwhom the aworld was 
not worthy, | 


F 
Nuus. 53. Turvar, Sept, 18, 1750. 


5 ils Twr Ne av. Ebi gram. Fat. 
Huſband thy poſſcſſions, | | 


FPUUERE is ſcarcely, among the evi's of human 


1 lite, any ſo generally dreaded as poverty. 


| Every other ſpecies of mifery, thoſe, who are not 


much accuſtomed to difurb the preſent moment with 


| reflexion, can ealily forget, becauſe it is not always 


forced upon their regard: but it is impoſſible to pats 
a day or an hour in the contluxes of men, without 
iceing how much indigence is expoſed to contumely, 


| neglect and inſult ; and, in its loweſt ſtate, to hun- 
ger and nakedneſs; to injuries againſt which every 
paſſion is in arms, and to wants which nature can- 
not ſuſtaia. I b 5 


_ AcainsT other evils the heart is often hardened 
| by true or by falſe notions of dignity and reputa- 

tion: thus we ſee dangers of every kind faced with 
willingneſs, becauſe bravery. in a good or bad cauſe, 


is never without its encomiaſts and admirers. But 
in the proſpe& of poverty, there is nothing but 
gloom and melancholy ; the mind and body ſuffer 
together; its miſeries bring no alleviations ; it is a 
ſtate in which every virtue 1s obſcured, and in which 


no conduct can avoid reproach ; a ſtate in which 
chearfulneſs is inſenſibility, and dejection ſullenneſs, 
of which the hardfhips are without honour, and the 
4 labors whhout reward. 


Or theſe calamities there ſeems not to be wanting 
| a general conviction ; we hear on every ſide the 


noiſe of trade, and fee the ſtreets thronged wth 


numberleſs multitudes, whoſe faces are clouded w oy 
anxiety, and whoſe ſteps are hurried by precipita 
tion, from no other motive than the hope of gain ; 
and the whole world is put in motion, by the defire 
of that wealth, which is chie!ly to be valued, as it 
ſecures us from poverty; for it is more uſeful fer 
defence thin acquiſition, and is not ſo much able t co 
procure good as to exclude evil. 


* there are apc ſome whoſe paſſions or fol- 
lies lead them to a conduct oppoſite to the general 


maxims and practice of mankind ; fome who ſeem 


to ruſh upon poverty, with the fave eagerneſs with 
which others avoid it; who fee their revenues honrly 
Tefiened, and the eſtates which they inherit from 


their anceſtors mouldering away, without reſolution 
to change their courſe of life; who perſevere againſt 


all remonſtrances, and go forward with ful! carcer, 


though they ſee before them the 8 of de- 


traction. 


3 is not my ck. in this paper, to expoſtulate 
with ſuch as ruin their fortunes by expenſive ſchemes 
of buildings and gardens, which they carry on with 
the ſame vanity that prompted them to begin, chuſe- 
ing, as it happens in a thouſand other caſes, the rc- 
more evil before the lighter, and deferring the name 
of repentance till they incur the miſeries of diſtreſs. 
Thoſe for whom I intend my preſent admonitions, 
are the thoughtleſs, the negligent, and the diſtolute; 
who having, by the viciouſneſs of their own incli- 
nations, or the ſeducements of alluring companions, 
been engaged in habits of expence, and accuſtom- 


ed to move in a certain round of pleaſures diſpro- 


portioned to their condition, are without power to 
extricate themfelves from the enchantments of cu- 


| tom, avoid thought becauſe they Know it will be 1 


painful, and continue, from day to day, and from 


month to month, to anticipate their revenues, and 


_ fink every hour deeper into the  gulpha of uſury and 
extortion. 3 Tuts 
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Tuis folly has leſs claim to pitv, becauſe it can- 
not be imputed to the vehemence of fudden pation ; 
nor can the miſchief which it produces be exteruated 
as the effect of any ſingle act, which rage, or de- 


fire, might execute before there could be time for 
an appeal to reaſon. "Theſe men are advancing to- 


wards miſery by ſoft approaches, and celtroying 


theniſelves, not by the violence of a blow, which, 


when once given, can never be recalled, but by a 


flow poiion, hourly repeated, and obſliuately con- 


tinued. 


Tuts conduct is ſo abſurd when it is examined 
by the unprejudiced eye of rational judgment. that 
nothing but experience could evince its poßibility; 
yet abſurd as it is, the ſudden fall of foine families, 


and the ſudden 11iſe of others, prove it to be com- 


mon; and every year fees many wretches reduced 
to contempt and want, by their — lacriſices 0 
: — and . ” 


Ir is the fate of almoſt every palbon, whey it has 


5 paſled the bounds which nature preſcribes, to coun- 
teract its own purpoſe. Too much rage hinders the 
warrior from circumſpection, too much eagerneſs 
of profit hurts the credit of the trader, too much 
ardor takes away from the lover that caſineſs of 
addreſs with which ladies are delighted. Thus ex- 


travagance, though dictated by vanity, and incited 


by voluptuoufneſs, ſeldom * ultimately ei⸗ 
ther applauſe or pleaſure. 


1 praiſe be july eſtimated by the character of 


thoſe from whom it is received, little ſatis faction 


will be given to the ſpendthrift by the encomiums 


which he purchaſer. For who are they that ani- 


| | mate him in his perſuits, but young men, thought- 


leſs and abandoned like himſelf, unacquainted with 


all on which the wiſdom of nations has impreſſed 


the ſtamp of 6 and 0 alike of know- 


ledge 


n 
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| ledge and of virtue? By whom in his profuſion 


praiſed, but by wretches who conſider him as ſub- 
ſervient to their purpoſe», Sirens that entice him to 


ſhipwreck, and Cyclops that are gaping to devour 
Km? - 125 25 


Every man whoſe knowledge, or whoſe virtue, 
can give value to his opinion, looks with ſcorn, or 


pity, neither of which can afford much gratificati- 
on to pride, on him whom the pandars of luxury 
' have drawn into the circle of their influence, and 
whom he ſees parcelled out among the different mi- 
niſters of folly, and about to be torn to pieces by | 
taylors and jockeys, vintners and attorneys, who _ 
at once rob and ridicule him, and who are fe- 


cretly triumphing over his weakneſs, when they pre- 


ſent new incitements to his appetite, and heighten 
his defires by counterfeited applauſe. = 


Soc is the praiſe that is purchaſed by prodiga- | 
licy. Even when it is yet not diſcovered to be | 
falſe, it is the praiſe-/only of thoſe whom it is re- | 
_ proachful to pleaſe, and whoſe ſincerity is corrupted | 
by their intereſt, men who live by the riots which | 
they encourage, and who know that whenever their 


pupil grows wiſe, they ſhall loſe their power. Yet 
with ſuch flatteries, if they could laſt, might the 


_ Cravings of vanity, which is ſeldom very delicate, be 
ſatisfied ; but the time is always haſtening forward 


when this triumph, poor as it 1s, ſhall vaniſh, and 


when thoſe who now ſurround him with obſequiouſ- 


neſs and compliments, fawn among his equipage, 
and animate his riots, ſhall turn upon him with in- 


folence, and reproach him with the vices promoted y 
by themſelves. 5 e 


Axvp as little pretenſions has the man, who ſquan- 
ders his eſtate, by vain or vicious expences, to 

greater degrees of pleaſure than are obtained by | 

others, Io make any happineſs ſincere, it is m_ : 
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ſary that we believe it to be laſting; ſinee whatever 
— — 2 ourſelves in danger of loſing, muſt be 
enjoyed with ſolicitude and uneafinefs, and the more 
value we ſet upon it, the more muſt the preſent poſ. 
ſeſſion be imbittered. How can he then be envied 
for his felicity, who knows that its continuance can. 
not be expected, and who is conſcious that a very 
ſhort time will give him up to the gripe of poverty, 


which will be harder to be borne, as he has given 
way to more exceſſes, wantoned in greater abun. 
dance, and indulged his appetites with more profuſe- 
neſs ? 1 15 „ | 


Ir appears evident that frugality is neceſſary eren 


| to complete the pleaſure of expence ; for it may be 
| generally remarked of thoſe who ſquander what 
they know their fortune not ſufficient to allow, that 
in their moſt jovial expence, there always breaks 
| | out ſome proof of diſcontent and impatience ; they 
| either ſcatter with a kind of wild deſperation, and : 
affected laviſhneſs, as criminals brave the gallows 
when they cannot eſcape it, or pay their money with 
a peeviſh anxiety, and endeavour at once to ſpend 
| idly, and to fave meanly: having neither firmneſs 
to deny their paſſions, nor courage to gratify them, 
they murmur at their own enjoyments, and poiſon 
the bowl of pleaſure by reſlexion on the coſt. 


| AvtoxG theſe men there is often the vociferation 
2 merriment, but very ſeldom the tranquillity of 


chearfulneſs; they inflame their imaginations to a 


Lind of momentary jollity, by the help of wine and 
| 715t, and conſider it as the firſt buſineſs of the night 
% llupify recollection, and lay that reaſon aſleep 
nich diſturbs their gayety, and calls upon them to 
retreat from ruin. | NO rn: om rok, 


Bur this poor broken ſatisfaction is of ſhort con- 
din iance, and mutt be expiated by a long ſeries 
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of miſery and regret. In a ſhort time the creditor | 
grows impatient, the laſt acre is ſold, the paſſions | 
and appetites ſtill continue their tyranny, with in- | 
eeſſant calls. for their uſual gratifications, and the 
remainder of life paſſes away in vain repentance, ar 
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